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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
  Claudia Jarrett        Steve Frischknecht          Scott Bartholomew

We look forward to your attending the 50th Anniversary of the Morman Miracle Pageant in 
Manti City. We also invite you to experience the beauty of our valley and friendliness of our 
citizens as you travel here. We know you will truly enjoy all that we have to offer and will 
want to visit Sanpete County again soon. 

On behalf of the Manti City Council and 
residents, I would like to welcome you 
to the City of Manti.  

 Founded in 1849, Manti is one of the 
oldest communities in Utah, and was the 
springboard for settlement of much of cen-
tral and southern Utah. Evidence of the early 
pioneer builders exists today in the scores of 
rock buildings, including homes, churches and 
public buildings.  
 A beautiful community of 3,300 people, 
Manti is a wonderful place to live, work, play 
and visit. Relax at one of our parks or cool off  
at our pool. Take a stroll down our historic 
Main Street, and enjoy our shopping and restaurants, or explore our city 
and see some of the earliest buildings constructed in the state of Utah. 
 For the outdoor enthusiast, Manti off ers excellent camping, hunting, 
boating, fi shing, hiking and ATV riding all within a short distance from 
our city center.
 Th ank you for visiting Manti City. We look forward to serving you. 
We appreciate your visit and hope you’ll c ome see us again soon.

Sincerely,
Mayor Korry L. Soper

Welcome, from the 
mayor of Manti

Table of Contents

Courtesy Manti City
Korry L. Soper

General  Information
Pageant Presidency Message .......................................... 4

 Map ............................................................................ 5
 National Anthem Soloists .............................................. 6
 Sequence of Scenes ........................................................10

50th Season Special
 Mormon Miracle History .............................................16
 Historic Timeline ........................................................ 26
 Pageant History Book ................................................. 42
 Keepsakes ................................................................... 44
 Kickoff celebration ...................................................... 46
 Elder Ballard Fireside .................................................. 50
 Special events ............................................................. 52
 Costume exhibit .......................................................... 56

People who Built the Pageant
 Doug Barton, Linda Gunderson, Merilyn Jorgensen, 
 Todd Jorgensen, John Keeler, Susan Allred, Milton Olsen,  
 Larry Young, Ivo Peterson .......................................58-65

Visitor Services 
 Events and activities ................................................... 66
 Food and Lodging ...................................................... 70



 June 16-18, 21-25, 2016 Mormon Miracle Pageant 350th Special Edition



 June 16-18, 21-25, 2016Mormon Miracle Pageant 4 50th Special Edition

50 Years of Miracles
T he Mormon Miracle Pageant not only portrays many 

miracles, but is a miracle itself. 
I had an interesting experience a couple years ago 

following a pageant performance. I was standing by a mis-
sionary booth when a man from the Midwest approached 
me. I guess I looked offi  cial wearing my suit and nametag. 
 He asked me a simple yet profound question, “Do you 
believe all that was presented tonight in this performance?” 
 “Yes!” I replied 
 He said, “Do you mean to tell me you believe that God 
and Jesus appeared to Joseph Smith, as well as an angel?”
 Again, my response was, “Yes!” 
 Tears started to appear in his eyes as he asked me yet 
another question, “Do you believe that I will see my wife 
again as depicted in the last scene of the pageant? She died 
and I have missed her so much.”
 I assured this man that all the miracles he had witnessed 
that night were realities, even though they seem very un-
usual. 
 Th e Oxford Dictionary defi nes a miracle as: “A surpris-
ing and welcome event that is not explicable by natural or 
scientifi c laws and is therefore considered to be the work of 
a divine agency.” Both the Old and New Testaments are full 
of many miracles, all of which can strengthen our faith. 
 Many events described in holy writ can’t be explained 
by natural or scientifi c law. Do miracles happen in our day? 
Th e Book of Mormon makes a powerful statement about 
miracles.
 Mormon 9:15 states, “And now, O all ye that have imag-
ined up unto yourselves a god who can do no miracles, I 
would ask of you, have all these things passed, of which I 
have spoken? Has the end come yet? Behold I say unto you, 
‘Nay; and God has not ceased to be a God of miracles.’”
 Miracles continue to happen. 
I concluded our brief conversation by giving this man a Book 
of Mormon. I told him it was physical evidence of the miracle of the restoration of the gospel spoken of in the pageant. I assured him 
that through the grace of Jesus Christ all will be resurrected. 
 We are the benefactors of many miracles, so what is expected of us? Th e scriptures record a simple request made by Jesus. He said, 
“Come unto me.”
 Christ’s request is the theme of this year’s pageant. How can we come unto Jesus? One important way is to serve one another. Th e 
scriptures say that “when ye are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God.”
 For 50 years the people of the Sanpete Valley have come together to serve in the pageant. Th ey give freely of their time, talent and 
resources to make the pageant enjoyable for those who come to view the miracles displayed on Temple Hill. Without this ongoing 
service, the pageant wouldn’t go on. 
 Most people thought it would be impossible to create such an event in a small community like Manti. But the event grew.
Th en came the announcement that the 25th year was to be the last for the Mormon Miracle Pageant. But here we are 25 years later. 
 Th e pageant meets the defi nition of a miracle because it can’t be explained by “natural or scientifi c law.” Imagine more than 12,000 
chairs neatly in place in less than two hours. Imagine a cast of over 1,000 from this small community. It really defi es logic. It is a miracle!
 Th ank you to all who have contributed in countless capacities to make the Mormon Miracle Pageant a miracle and a blessing for 50 years.

Pageant Presidency Message

The 2016 Mormon Miracle Pageant Presidency and director. From left, 
Denise Hagemeister, secretary; John Keeler , director; Doug Dyreng, first 
counselor; Michael Jorgensen, president; Ted Olson, second counselor; 
Milton Olsen, executive secretary; and Megan White, financial clerk. 
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Anthem Soloists
Every year Barbara Barton searches for 

the fi nest talent to perform the National 
Anthem each night of the pageant. Th is 

year, for the 50th season, she gathered a group 
comprised of favorites from previous years and 
some new faces to share their own unique ren-
ditions of our nation’s favorite song.

Sherri Boekweg
Wednesday, June 15

 Sherri Boekweg 
was raised in a musi-
cal family. She loves 
signing, writing mu-
sic and performing, 
especially with her 
daughters. 
 Boekweg has per-
formed as a soloist for 
Snow College’s production of “The Messiah”, 
at a community Easter Offering in Mt. Pleas-
ant and at the Mormon Miracle Pageant. She 
enjoys musical theater and has performed the 
roles of Marian in “The Music Man” and Grace 
in “Annie.”  
 Boekweg’s favorite roles are those of 
wife, mother and grandma to two adorable 
grandchildren. She and her husband, David, 
are the parents of four daughters and live in 
Mt. Pleasant.

Marylee Farnsworth
Th ursday, June 16

 U t a h  n a t i v e 
Marylee Farnsworth 
discovered her passion 
for music at young 
age, starting with pi-
ano and singing. She 
found that music was 
a great tool for healing 
and graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in music therapy from Utah 
State University. 
 An active member of Th e Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Marylee has used 
her musical skills in many callings. She resides 
with her husband and three beautiful children in 
Saratoga Springs, where she has a music studio 
teaching piano, voice and guitar.

Voice Male
Friday, June 17

 Known as “Utah’s Favorite A Cappella 
group,” Voice Male has entertained audiences 
for over 20 years. 
 Th e group is comprised of six men: Mike 
Wilson (bass), John Luthy (bass/percussion), 
Rick Murdock (baritone), Richard McAllister 
(tenor), Mike Bearden (tenor) and John Huff  
(baritone), who somehow found each other over 
18 years ago. Luthy came up with the Voice Male 
concept while singing with some of the guys in 
the Logan LDS Institute Choir.
 Over the years, Voice Male had some pretty 
cool opportunities to sing in exotic locations 
(Sanpete County) and for some pretty great 
people (their moms). Th ey all graduated into 
careers ranging from computer networking to 
real estate to law.
 When they are not working or singing, the 
guys in Voice Male enjoy spending time with 
their supportive wives and children. Th e latest 
tally: 23 children who like to call each other 
Voice Male cousins.
 

Kim Pratt
Saturday, June 18

 Kim Pratt has been 
singing solos since she 
was 6 years old. In high 
school, she sang in 
multiple choirs, in-
cluding the All-State 
choir in Utah. She 
studied voice with so-
prano Norma Ashton.
 Pratt has sung all over the country, including 
Florida, Texas, Utah, California, Washington 
and Idaho.
 As a pianist, Pratt has accompanied high 
school choirs and played in various church 
callings. She’s been the pianist in every prima-
ry organization she’s been in for more than 10 
years. Pratt teaches voice and piano lessons.
 Pratt’s greatest joy is being the mother of two 
children. She is a fi nancial services professional 
who loves running and being outdoors.

Madilyn Paige
Tuesday, June 21

 Madilyn Paige is 
a singer-songwriter 
who has performed for 
audiences throughout 
the United States and 
Canada. 
Paige was a top 20 fi -
nalist on season 6 of 
The Voice, and was 
also a contestant on the farewell season of 
American Idol.  She won the “Next Big YouTu-
ber” award at the 2015 CVX Live event and is 
continuing to grow her YouTube channel. 
In addition to performing, Paige travels and 
speaks to youth groups about the importance of 
having self-esteem, which is the message of her 
single “Irreplaceable.”  Paige released her fi rst 
EP in 2015 and continues to write music that 
uplift s and inspires people. You can follow the 
singer at madilynpaige.com and on her social 
media channels.

Mary Kaye Knaphus
Wednesday, June 22

 Award-winning 
e nt e r t a i n e r  Ma r y 
Kaye tours extensively 
throughout the United 
States and Canada with 
her unique brand of 
western music. 
 Her fourth studio 
album,  Ride A Wide 
Circle, was recently released and earned glow-
ing reviews. Th e album debuted at #1 on the 
Western Music Charts and the title track has 
been selected to receive a Wrangler Award from 
Th e National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum. 
 In 2013 Mary Kaye was recognized as 
Female Performer and Songwriter of the Year 
by the Western Music Association. True West 
Magazine recognized her as Best Solo Musician 
that year, and she also received a Spur Award 
from the Western Writers of America for her 
tune, “Any Name Will Do.” 
 She also received awards in 2010, 2011 and 
2012 from the Western Music Association and 
the Academy of Western  Artists.

Opening the show

y

Continued on page 8
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THANK YOU
to those who have made the 

50th Season Celebration possible

50th Season 

Performers and 
Speakers

50th Season

Shannon Miller
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Shayla Osborn Beck
Th ursday, June 23

 T h e a t e r  a c -
t r e s s   S h ay l a   O s -
born  Beck  studied 
musical dance theater 
at Brigham Young 
Univers ity,  where 
she performed as a 
Young Ambassador 
and toured through-
out China and Scandinavia.
 Beck moved to New York City and was cast 
as Ado Annie in the national tour of Oklaho-
ma. She also starred as Doralee Rhodes (Dolly 
Parton) in 9 to 5 at both the Merry-Go-Round 
and North Shore Regional Th eatres. Additional 
roles include Eve in Children of Eden, Christine 
Colgate in  Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,  Frenchy 
in Grease and Fantine in Les Miserables. 
 Beck performed in six summer produc-
tions at Tuacahn Amphitheatre. Most recent-
ly, she toured in the fi rst and second national 
tours of Wicked, performing in more than 700 
shows as the understudy for Elphaba and Nes-
sarose and as a member of the ensemble. 
 Beck remains active in the arts as a voice 
teacher and vocal coach. She resides in Salt Lake 
City with her husband, Mark, and son, Truman.

Nathan Osmond
Friday, June 24

 N a t h a n  O s -
mond  is  making a 
name for himself in 
the countr y music 
world with four con-
secutive #1 hit singles 
on various country 
charts. 
 O s m o n d  h a s 
shared the stage with country music stars like 
Carrie Underwood, Chris Young, Martina 
McBride, Trace Adkins and Easton Corbin. 
His music videos are seen on CMT and GAC. 
In 2013, he released “Homeward Bound He-
roes”, an album featuring duets with country 
music legends Collin Raye and Linda Davis. 
 Nathan was selected as one of the Ten 
Outstanding Young Americans of 2013 by 
the United States Junior Chamber for his 
musical achievements and humanitarian 
efforts. He won Music Video of the Year at 
the Filmed in Utah Awards, the first-ever 
Utah Music Award in the country category 
and the John C. Maxwell Leadership Award 
in 2014 and 2015 in the category of arts and 
entertainment. 

Brian Stucki
Saturday, June 25

 Hailed as “superb” 
by the Boston Globe, 
tenor Brian Stucki is 
a distinguished inter-
preter of opera, orato-
rio and song. 
 Stucki recently 
debuted with the San 
Francisco Symphony in 
Handel’s Messiah and with the Houston Symphony 
in Schumann’s rarely heard Pilgrimage of the Rose. 
Last season he sang the tenor solos for the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir’s Easter weekend performances 
of Handel’s Messiah before returning to the Ari-
zona Opera in the title role of Roméo et Juliette.
 An accomplished oratorio soloist, Stucki has 
performed with operas in Poland, Israel, Mexico 
and France, and with symphonies in Israel and 
Massachusetts. Locally he has worked with the 
Utah Symphony in Haydn’s Creation and with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir in Holst’s Psalm 89. He 
made his Carnegie Hall debut in Spohr’s Die letzen 
Dinge with the American Symphony Orchestra.
 Stucki recently joined with two fellow tenors 
to form a new ensemble, Ultimi.
 He and his wife reside in Spring City with 
their three children.

Barneytrucking.com

435-529-3701

Career opportunities available.

Continued from page 6
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Welcomes you to the 
50th  of the

Mormon Miracle Pageant

Community events:
Scandinavian Heritage Festival

Friday & Saturday before Memorial Day

Ephraim City Days mid-August

Christmas Light Parade, weekend after Thanksgiving

Miss Ephraim royalty: Kiana Quarnberg - first attendant; 
Lundyn Wood - Miss Ephraim 2016;  Birkley Ross - second attendant.

We are  that thousands of  
our citizens have participated in 

the Pageant over the years!

Mayor: Korry Soper
City Council: Gary Chidester, Darren Dyreng, Jason Maylett, Vaun Mickelsen, Jason Vernon 

Miss Manti 2016: Jillane Olsen (center) 
First Attendant Kaitlyn Keisel (right) 

Second Attendant Kristlyn Peterson (left)

Sanpete County Fair
Mutton Bustin’
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T he Mormon Miracle Pageant tells an epic story in 
which the events of centuries are oft en unfolded 
in just a few minutes. 

 Although the pageant’s scenes change rapidly, the 
drama can be followed more easily by remembering that 
two stories are being told, one in ancient times and one 
in modern times. Th e stories are told in three sections 
that are tied by the common thread of the origin, pub-
lication and infl uence of the Book of Mormon, which 
Joseph Smith translated and published. 
 Th e fi rst section tells of the coming forth of the Book 
of Mormon through the Prophet Joseph Smith as a result 
of his sincere inquiry as to how best to follow God.
 Th e second section tells of an ancient people whose 
history is depicted in the pages of the Book of Mormon.
 Th e third section brings us back to the early histo-

ry of Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
and the eff ect the Book of Mormon had on those who 
accepted it and joined the Church. It continues with the 
story of the Saints persecution and migration to Utah to 
fi nd a place to practice their new-found faith.
 Below is a more detailed description of the scenes, 
as they unfold in the Mormon Miracle Pageant:

1 Religious excitement in New England—A pe-
riod of religious turbulence is underway in 1820 in 

upstate New York. Joseph Smith, a 14-year-old farm boy, 

is caught up in the excitement as are a fi ctitious young 
couple, Mary and Robert Henshaw. Th e Henshaws are 
frustrated because they fail to fi nd satisfactory answers 
to their religious questions.

2 Joseph Smith’s First Vision—Confused by the 
contending religious sects, Joseph turns to his Bible 

for answers. One verse that instructs anyone seeking 
knowledge to ask God has a profound infl uence on the 
young man. Joseph kneels in prayer to ask God which 

Sequence of Scenes
Keeping pace with the Mormon Miracle

Courtesy Christina Marsing
(above) Throngs gather to worship the resurrected Savior 
during his visitation to America. (right) A group of church-
goers sing hymns in 1820s New England.

Courtesy Christina Marsing
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery translate the Book of 
Mormon.

Continued on page 12
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Upgrade your Internet today. 
visit: centracom.com/moreSpeed 

427-3331

Let’s face it. You’re ready for more speed.

CentraCom High Speed Internet gives you 
the bandwidth to run all your devices with 
these amazing and valuable features:
•  Truly unlimited browsing or streaming with 

absolutely no data caps

•  Our NetFlix® Caching Server optimizes and nearly 
eliminates the load time of your favorite shows.

•  Stream live and on-demand TV from over  
72 video networks* to any device anywhere  
such as, ESPN, TNT, A&E, History, NFL, Disney…  
(see full list at centracom.com/wtve)

* Live TV Streaming services requires Cable TV  subscription  to the network. Call for details.
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church he should join. God the Father and Jesus 
Christ appear to him. Th ey tell Joseph that none 
of the sects are true, and that in time he will 
restore the true church that Christ established 
while upon the earth. Joseph tells his mother 
about the vision.

 3 Angel Moroni appears to Joseph—
Th ree years later, Moroni, a post-mortal 

angel who lived in the Americas about 400 
years aft er Christ, appears to Joseph and shows 
him where ancient gold plates are buried. Th e 
plates contain an historical account of Moroni’s 
people (the Nephites) and their adversaries (the 
Lamanites), who inhabited the Americas from 
600 B.C. to 400 A.D. Joseph is told that the plates 
contain the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and that in the future he would translate them 
into English.

4 Translation of the gold plates—Four 
years aft er Moroni’s fi rst visitation, Joseph is 

allowed to take the plates. He and his associate 

Oliver Cowdery begin translation. As they do so, 
the angel Moroni appears at the top of the Manti 
Temple tower and sounds a trumpet, which sig-
nifi es the truths of the book that are unfolding to 
Joseph Smith as he translates. Joseph and Oliver 
discuss the concept of “Zion.”

 5 Th e battle against Zerahemnah—Th e 
pageant fl ashes back in time to events de-

scribed in the plates. Captain Moroni (who has 
the same name but is not the same person who 
appeared to Joseph Smith) leads the Nephites 
into battle against the Lamanites, who are led by 
their chief Zerahemnah. In an attempt to rally 
his people, Captain Moroni tears his coat and 
makes it into a banner called the Title of Liberty.

 6 Th e eternal forces of good and evil—Pri-
marily a dance scene, some dancers portray 

an evil priestess and human sacrifi ce, while 
others portray a family giving thanks for the 
harvest. As foreshadowed by the dancers, the 
Nephites succumb to greed and evil. Meanwhile, 

Lamanite leader King Lamoni and his queen, 
along with many followers, are converted to 
righteousness.

7 Samuel, a Lamanite prophet, proph-
esies of the Messiah—A prophet named 

Samuel, who is a Lamanite, attempts to preach 
repentance to the (now-wicked) Nephites. But 
the Nephites cast him out of  their city, so he 
stands on the city wall to preach. Samuel proph-
esies of the coming of the Messiah to Jerusalem 
and of heavenly signs signifying his birth and 
death. A man named Nephi believes Samuel’s 
prophecies.

8 Nephi prays for Christ to come—Th e 
still-wicked Nephites threaten to kill Nephi 

and his followers if Samuel’s prophesies of Christ 
do not materialize. Nephi asks God to hasten 
Jesus’ birth. Suddenly, a “new star” appears, and 
the sign of the Savior’s birth is fulfi lled.

Continued from page 10

Angels herald the promise of eternal life in the pageant’s dramatic fi nale scene. 

Continued on page 14
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105 S. Main, Ephraim
Phone: (435) 283-4033

Toll-Free: (866) 635-4863 

Weekdays 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

1000 S. Cove View Rd., Rich  eld
Phone: (435) 896-8436

 Weekdays: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

y p
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Best auto sales & service!
Congratulations on 50 years of the Mormon Miracle Pageant!
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9 Destruction at Crucifi xion—Continents 
away from the Americas, Christ is crucifi ed. 

Th e pageant portrays three days of darkness 
marked by thunder, lightning, earthquakes, 
cities falling into the sea and thousands of peo-
ple dying. People run around wildly, seeking 
shelter from the destruction. Th en suddenly, 
there is stillness.

Christ in America—Th e resurrected 
Christ appears at the Nephite temple. 

He identifi es himself and invites the people to 
feel the prints of the nails in his hands and feet. 
He calls 12 disciples (one of whom is Nephi). He 
blesses the children and ascends. Peace prevails 
upon the land for 200 years.

Demise of the Nephite civiliza-
tion—Th e Nephites lapse into wick-

edness. Th ey place more emphasis on riches, 
drinking and merriment than on helping the 
poor or serving God. Th e Nephite king, Noah, 
with his vast wealth and many servants epito-
mizes the problem. Although the Lamanites also 
no longer worship in the manner Christ taught, 
they are the worthier of the two civilizations.

Mormon turns over the gold 
plates—Mormon, the last Nephite 

general, gives the gold plates, a record of the Ne-

phites, to his son Moroni. Mormon dies in battle, 
and Moroni wanders across the continent alone, 
ultimately burying the plates in upstate New York 
where Joseph Smith will later unearth them.

Flash forward to publication of the 
Book of Mormon—It is 1830. Joseph 

Smith is seen outside a printing shop. Th e trans-
lation of the Book of Mormon is complete, and 
it is published. Robert and Mary Henshaw, who 
now have a child, hear Joseph’s message and join 
Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Saints driven from Missouri, 
establish Nauvoo—Joseph Smith’s 

followers face persecution. Th ey are driven from 
New York to Ohio to Missouri. In Missouri, Gov. 
Lilburn Boggs issues an extermination order, 
forcing the Saints to move to Illinois where they 
build the beautiful city of Nauvoo. From 1839 to 
1847, they enjoy peace and prosperity.

Martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith—Persecution of the Saints con-

tinues. Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum are 
jailed in Carthage, Illinois. A mob storms the 
jail and shoots and kills them. Th e Saints leave 
Nauvoo and cross the Mississippi River.

Th e westward trek—Brigham Young 
takes over as leader of the church. 

During evenings on the trail, the Saints gather 
around campfi res to sing and dance. But the 
merriment is interrupted when they receive a 
call from the U.S. Army to form a battalion to 
fi ght Mexico.

Brigham Young’s patriotic vi-
sion—In a vision, Brigham Young sees 

Captain Moroni with the Title of Liberty, an In-
dian chief, George Washington, Th omas Jeff er-
son, Joseph Smith, and a group of 21st century 
Boy Scouts who are saluting the American fl ag. 
Recognizing the importance of defending liber-
ty, Brigham Young urges the pioneers to join the 
Mormon Battalion. Th e battalion marches away.

Hardship on the Plains—As they 
travel west in covered wagons, the pi-

oneers face harsh weather, disease and death. 
By now, Mary and Robert Henshaw have three 
children. Mary dies as they cross the Plains, 
and a heartbroken Robert and children grieve 
at her graveside.

Th e Saints arrive in the Salt Lake 
Valley, then head to Sanpete—It is 

1848. Brigham Young welcomes the Saints to the 
Salt Lake Valley. He tells them that aft er they are 
fed and clothed, they will be sent to a beautiful 
valley to the south where they will help build 
Zion. A handcart company heads for Sanpete, but 
within sight of the valley an Indian arrow pierces 
Robert Henshaw’s heart, killing him.
 

Finale, Robert and Mary reunited, 
celestial welcome—As Robert dies, 

he hears Mary’s voice. Dressed in white, the two 
spirits enjoy a post-mortal reunion. As a chorus 
of angels sings from the hilltop, Robert and Mary 
pass through the clouds into paradise, blessed to 
be an eternal family through the restored gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Continued from page 12
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Courtesy Christina Marsing
A family in Nauvoo prays for guidance and strength.

Courtesy Christina Marsing
An Indian chief prays during a vision seen by 
Brigham Young.
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Malena’s Cafe
61 S. Main, Ephraim

283-4425

The Highway has
changed ...

but the Heritage
is the same. 

The Mormon Pioneer National Heritage Area 
(MPNHA) has been established to raise
awareness of the Mormon Pioneers who
played a major role in the colonization of
the western United States.

You can learn more about the mission of
the MPNHA by calling 801-699-5065
or going to our website:
http://www.mormonpioneerheritage.org/

Come find out for yourself!
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By Sean Hales 

As the story is told by people who were there 
that fi rst night, July 23, 1967, when blus-
tery, dark and ominous storm clouds fi lled 

the sky, the fate of the Mormon Miracle Pageant 
rested on one question: Would it rain?
 According to the book, “Mormon Miracle 
Pageant: 25-year History,” Mormon Miracle 
author Grace Johnson stared at the threatening 
clouds and said, “If it doesn’t go tonight, it will 
never go.”
 A light rain fell on the tin roof of the San-
pete County Fairgrounds grandstand as cast and 
musicians prepared to open the show, and as the 
audience settled into their seats. Musicians kept 

their instruments covered and wondered how 
much rain would ruin a violin or other piece of 
equipment.
 Th e rest of the story is a fi xture of Sanpete 
folklore. An invocation from Stake President 
Vernon L. Kunz seemed to temporarily halt 
the march of the clouds, the production went 
forward, and at the end, no one was wetter than 
when it started.
 Th e 1981 Mormon Miracle Pageant section 
of the Messenger-Enterprise newspaper quotes 
Johnson as saying, “President Vernon Kunz had 
it out with the Lord. He told the Lord, ‘If you’ll 
stop the storm, we promise to be through in an 
hour and a half.’”
 As soon as the show ended—an hour-and-

a-half later—the skies unleashed torrents of rain 
that soaked people before they could get to their 
cars.
 We will never know if a July thunderstorm 
in the middle would have tolled the end of the 
Mormon Miracle Pageant or if dedicated San-
pete residents would have brought the produc-
tion to life again.
 But what we can know is that the Mor-
mon Miracle Pageant seems to have been 
put in motion years prior, and that a series of 
events—some commonplace, some extraordi-
nary—allowed the pageant to grow into one of 
the highest attended, longest running religious 
pageants in the United States.

*****
 Th e pageant’s author, Grace Johnson, was a 
member of the LDS church and descended from 
pioneer stock. Her ancestors were early converts 
to the church from Denmark who eventually 

This pageant performance in the 1970s occupied a small corner of the Manti temple grounds.

Mormon Miracle:

The Mormon Miracle rolls forward through 
a half-century, ending up with ... YOU!

Continued on page 17
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As the pageant grew, crowds spread beyond the 14,000 chairs set up at the base of 
Temple Hill. People watched from lawn chairs in the streets and neighboring yards. 
And part of Temple Hill became a “blanket area” that was popular with families and 
youth groups. Photo was taken in 2004. 

A history of faith

settled in Ephraim, where Grace was born and 
raised.
 According to the 25-year history of the 
pageant, Johnson attended and graduated from 
schools in Ephraim before studying at the Uni-
versity of Utah and later the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts in New York.
 She worked as an actor and playwright in 
New York before taking an entertainment direc-
tor position at the Canyon Lodge in Yellowstone 
National Park. While there, she wrote a novel, 
“Colter’s Hell,” which was published with some 
success in 1938.
 In 1961, she won fi rst place in the Utah 
Institute of Fine Arts playwriting contest for her 
work, “Th e Feeling of Height.”
 Nonetheless, Johnson would have remained 
relatively unknown as an artist if she had not 

Continued on page 18
The original manuscript of Grace Johnson’s “The Mormon Miracle” (above right) is very diffi cult to 
fi nd and defi ned the artist’s life. Johnson (above left), an actress and playwright presented it around 
the country. It became the basis for the Mormon Miracle Pageant.  
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Serving the greater Sanpete Valley

Licensed Funeral Director 
Jeffrey D. Rasmussen 

462-2427

Caring enough to make a difference 

penned a sweeping, epic composition, 
which she called “Th e Mormon Miracle” 
that told, quite eff ectively, the story of the 
early LDS church.
 Johnson later said the idea for the 
Mormon Miracle was not developed so 
much as it appeared, nearly complete, 
inside her head.
 “One moment it was not there,” 
writes Johnson in her book, “Th e Story 
of the Mormon Miracle,” “the next, THE 
THOUGHT complete.”
 More than a brief and captivating 
history of the church, the Mormon Miracle 
pondered ideas of chaos theory, manifest 
destiny and divine intervention.
 Johnson’s work begins, “A single 
occurrence can set in motion a chain of 
events that covers years, even centuries.” 
She then illustrates how Joseph Smith’s 
prayer as a boy of 14, like a butterfl y’s 
fl apping wings a continent away, unleashed 
a storm in the lives of Smith and early 
converts, that can still be felt today.
 Johnson pondered the idea that 
because Smith went into the woods to pray 

at 14, he ended up in a jail in Carthage, Ill. 
as a man of 38, facing a mob “bent on his 
murder.”
 She also suggested that because Smith 
went into the woods to pray, her ancestors 
in Denmark were converted and persecut-
ed, and eventually immigrated to join the 
Saints in Utah.
 According to the 25-year history of 
the pageant, Johnson took her Mormon 
Miracle script on a lecture tour to the 
East Coast. But a presentation at the Salt 
Lake Tabernacle in 1947, a subsequent 
LDS-sponsored tour through several west-
ern states, and a 1964 presentation at BYU 
with full cast and choir put Johnson’s work 
on the map. Still, only a few in Sanpete 
County were aware of it.
 But it would appear that there was 
indeed a larger purpose for Johnson’s story, 
even if she did not know it. Aft er the 1964 
presentation at the tabernacle, Johnson 
writes in “Th e Story of the Mormon Mir-
acle,” she said to one of the sponsors of the 

Continued from page 18g

Pageant scene shows Joseph Smith praying for guidance. 
Grace Johnson’s script sought to illustrate how Joseph’s 
prayer was the “singular occurrence” that set the “Mormon 
miracle” in motion. Photo was taken in 2009. Continued on page 20
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Fairview’s annual

Pioneer Day Celebration 2016
July  11–13    10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Lace Days at the   
   Fairview Museum
July 14–16 & 22  North Bend Entertainers/
   Show Production  – Dance Hall
Friday, July 15  All Night Sand Volleyball
   Sports Park @ 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 16
 7 a.m.  Softball Tournament – Ball Fields
 7:30 a.m.  Golf Tournament – Skyline Mtn. Resort
 8 a.m.  ATV Drive for Food Ride
 7 p.m.  ATV Rodeo – Arena
Wednesday, July 20  Kids Games and Ice Breaker  
     Ball Fields
Thursday, July 21  Kids Rodeo @ 7 p.m.
Friday, July 22
 6 p.m.  Horse Parade – State Street 
 7:30 p.m.  Rodeo – Arena

Fairview 2016 Royalty: 1st attendant - Kelsie Nielson, Miss Fairview - Lydia Madsen, 
2nd Attendant - Katelynne Watts.

Saturday, July 23
 6 a.m. Fireman’s Wake-up – City Wide
 6 a.m.  5K Fun Run – Red Church Parking Lot
 7 a.m.  Flag Raising – New City Hall
 7 a.m. Pioneer Breakfast –  Dance Hall Pavilion
 9 a.m. D.U.P. Program – Dance Hall
 10 a.m. Craft Fair -CentraCom Parking Lot- Free
 10:15 a.m. Motorized Kids Parade (only) – State Street
   start at Cache Valley Bank
 10:30 a.m. Kids Parade – (non- motorized) State Street  
  start at Cache Valley Bank
 1 a.m. Pioneer Day Parade – State Street 
   start at Cache Valley Bank
 Noon EMT Lunch – Dance Hall Pavilion
 1-4 p.m. Antique Car Show – Fairview Museum of  
  History and Art
 1 p.m. Fairview Idol – Dance Hall
 2 p.m.  Kids Old Fashioned Games – Museum Area
 7 p.m. 32nd Annual Demolition Derby
   Rodeo Grounds – Fireworks

“Remembering Our 
Pioneer Heritage”
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event, “I suppose this is the end.”
 Th e sponsor responded, “No, this is not the end. Th ere is 
something about the Mormon Miracle I cannot put into words. 
But I know that this is not the end.”
 Copies of Johnson’s original work are nearly impossible to 
fi nd, save the few in the possession of people closely associated 
with Johnson or with the earliest days of the pageant.
 In fact, one of the miracles of the Mormon Miracle is that it 
ever found life beyond the lectures and presentation at BYU. 

*****
 
 Members of the LDS Church in Sanpete County have a 
strong sense of ownership of the pageant and believe that their 
valley, cradled between two arms of the Rocky Mountains high 
on the Colorado Plateau, was ordained by God to host the tens of 
thousands of people who make the pilgrimage to the production 
every year.
 Indeed, legend holds that God was preparing the way for the 
pageant long before Europeans ever set foot on the eastern shores 
of the United States.
 Toward its end, the Book of Mormon tells of the decline and 
demise of the Nephite nation.
 Th e spiritual and military leader of the Nephites, Mormon, 
had fi nished compiling and abridging the history of his people. 
But knowing the end of his nation was near, he feared the record 
would be lost unless it was hidden, protected and left  for God to 
bring forth as he saw fi t.
 Mormon passed the record to his son, Moroni, telling him to 
protect the gold plates upon which the history was written.
 Legend tells that Moroni, the sole remaining survivor of the 
Nephites, wandered the greater part of North America, and eventu-
ally, buried the plates in a hillside in what is now New York state.
 

*****

 Legend says that on a summer day in 1956, long aft er Grace 
Johnson had given her last presentation of the Mormon Miracle 
as part of the sponsored lecture tour, construction crews were 
building a parking lot on the southeast side of the Manti temple 
property.
 Away from the bustle of equipment and men, Temple Presi-
dent L.R. Anderson was discussing the project with a member of 
the construction crew, Glen A. Nelson.
 During the conversation, which had surely migrated away 
from the parking lot, Anderson pointed at the tree-covered south 
slope of temple hill containing a church garden fi lled with pota-
toes and other vegetables and said, “Now I am going to tell you 
something that you cannot at this time see or comprehend. Th e 
time will come when there will be many people gathered here on 
this side of the Temple Hill.”

*****

 Manti is no stranger to dramatic presentations, pageants and 

Continued from page 18

Photo courtesy Ken Hansen
The tin can lights that illuminated the fi rst Mormon Miracle Pageant at the Sanpete 
County Fairgrounds in 1967 have been replaced by giant light towers, which are 
trucked in and erected each year prior to performances. Continued on page 22
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plays. According to “Policing the Borders of 
Identity at the Mormon Miracle Pageant,” a 
doctoral dissertation by Kent Bean, a one-time 
pageant cast member, shortly aft er pioneers got 
settled, a theatric group was formed. 
 Bean also notes that famous 19th centu-
ry LDS artist C.C.A. Christensen prepared a 
traveling lecture series about the story of the 
Mormons, accompanied by his paintings, and 
found willing, enthusiastic audiences in San-
pete.
 On June 14-19, 1938, a pageant, “Hearts of 
the Children” was presented in celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of the construction of the 
Manti temple.
 In 1942, residents wrote and presented 
a pageant celebrating the centennial, growth 
and success of the Relief Society. And in 1948, 
“Manti Centennial: A Pageant” was performed 
celebrating the arrival of the pioneers in Manti 
on Nov. 22, 1849.
 

*****
 
 In the early to mid 1960s, Trevor and Clo-
ver Christensen were working in administrative 
capacities at the LDS Church college in Hawaii. 
Th ey had become aware of Johnson’s work, 
and decided to present it at baccalaureate and 
graduation services.
 According to the 25-year history of the 
pageant, on a subsequent trip to Ephraim, 
to visit Trevor’s mother, they presented 
Johnson’s story in a South Ward sacrament 
meeting in Ephraim.

*****

 Meanwhile, in 1967, discussions began 
with leaders and members of the South San-
pete LDS Stake about 24th of July festivities. 
(July 24, a Utah state holiday, was the day the 
fi rst Mormon pioneers entered the Salt Lake 
Valley.) Many expressed the desire to organize 
a celebration that was more meaningful and 
substantive than the traditional hot dogs and 
ball games.
 According to the 25-year history of the 
pageant, people longed to return to a celebra-
tion that would “stir up a feeling of patriotism 
and love for the nation, as well as something 
that would help…hold in sacred remembrance 
the sacrifi ces of those early pioneers who 
settled this valley and the cause for which they 
came.”
 In short: a pageant.
 Th ere were discussions about fl ag ceremo-

nies, campfi res, programs, drama and ice-cold 
melon when someone, most likely with the 
Christensens’ presentation of Johnson’s “Th e 
Mormon Miracle” fresh in mind, said “Why 
not dramatize Grace Johnson’s Mormon Mira-
cle?”
 And, according to the 25-year history, 
“immediately forces began to move toward that 
fi rst rain-threatened performance.”

*****

 Th e story could end here. Th e fi rst perfor-
mance was not rained out, and the fact that you 
are here, reading this, means the pageant was 
successful.
 But the miracles associated with the 
Mormon Miracle Pageant did not end with a 
downpour held in abeyance by the hand of God 
on the night of July 23, 1967.
 

*****

 For the first few years, the Mormon 
Miracle Pageant was performed live, with 
narrators reading from Johnson’s original 
work, a live orchestra providing music, and 
with little to no assistance in the way of 
sound or lighting.
 Th e LDS church had not yet decided to 
help sponsor the pageant and so everything—
costumes, seating, advertising and what little 
sound and light equipment was available—was 
all donated, from labor to materials.
 Duane and Martha Ryan narrated the 
pageant the fi rst two seasons but left  the area. 
So in 1969, directors were looking for two 
new voices to tell the story of the Mormon 
Miracle.

Jane Braithwaite (left) and Helen Dyreng, Manti community leaders who organized and directed 
early pageants. Photo was taken in 2010, a few weeks before Dyreng died.  

Continued from page 20

Macksene Rux, a professional actress from Salt 
Lake City, who rewrote the original pageant script, 
and with her friend, Frances Urry, a University of 
Utah theater professor, recorded the narration 
tape still used in the pageant today. Rux directed 
the pageant for more  than 19 years. Continued on page 24
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*****

 Helen and Morgan Dyreng of Manti had 
been selected to organize Johnson’s work into a 
pageant the fi rst year and had directed the pro-
duction the fi rst three years.
 But it was an experience Helen had had 
years before that would change the pageant into a 
spectacle of drama, light and sound.
 As a young girl, Helen had met Utah actor 
Francis Urry while doing a quiz show in Salt Lake 
City. She recommended that the pageant commit-
tee contact him about narrating the pageant.
 Dyreng recalls that Urry off ered to narrate, 
for a fee, and when asked if he could recommend 
a female voice, said that Macksene Rux, who had 
just returned to the Salt Lake City area, would be 
good for the job.

*****

 Rux, who traced her heritage to Hyrum 
Smith, brother of LDS Church founder Joseph 
Smith, had never been to Manti, and according to 
the 25-year history of the pageant, was reluctant 
to take on the project.
 But for whatever reason, she said “yes.” In 
fact, the history reports, Rux looked at her hus-
band aft er accepting the job and said, “Did I really 
say I’d do that?”
 She related in the history that the only thing 
that kept her from calling back and declining the 
off er was that she had forgotten the name of the 
man who had called, who was Stake President R. 
Clair Anderson.
 Both Rux and Urry not only took on the 
narration task but became fi xtures. In fact, aft er 
her fi rst year, Rux returned her fee, and, according 
to Dyreng, Urry repaid his with dedication and 
service over subsequent seasons.
 “He put it back in the pageant one way or 
another,” Dyreng said.
 Aft er her fi rst season narrating the pageant, 
Rux awoke the morning aft er the last perfor-
mance with no voice.
 South Sanpete Stake President Vernon 
Kunz, the same stake president who prayed to 
abate the elements in 1967, gave Rux a blessing 
that seemed to give credence to all the seren-
dipitous coincidences that had come before. 
According to the 25-year history of the pageant, 
Kunz was “moved to say that she ‘had a mission 
to fulfi ll in Manti.’”
 

*****

 To appreciate the fi nal “miracles” of the Mor-

mon Miracle Pageant, one must remember that 
for the fi rst three years, the pageant was Johnson’s 
original work simply read by narrators as actors 
played out the scenes.
 Johnson’s work was written as a one-person 
dramatic interpretation. As crowds for perfor-
mances increased dramatically, organizers started 
thinking about adapting the work into a true 
pageant with multiple speaking parts, background 
music and more sophisticated light and sound.
 Th is is where Rux’s reluctant involvement 
with the pageant becomes interesting.
 Rux was a veteran of stage, television and 
radio by the time she was invited to narrate the 
Mormon Miracle. She had worked in production 
across the United States and in Banff , Canada, and 
had produced the fi rst dramatic presentation to 
be broadcast on Southern California’s educational 
television channel.
 But, like all artists, Johnson was protective of 
her work and leery of allowing Rux the freedom 
to adapt it. According to Dyreng, Johnson wanted 
to oversee all aspects of production.
 Dyreng said, “It was a miracle, it really was” 
that Johnson gave Rux the rights to freely explore 
the potential of the Mormon Miracle as a true 
pageant.
 In the end, as Johnson writes in “Th e Story of 
the Mormon Miracle,” she was pleased with the 
result.
 “Mrs. Rux’s adaptation was moving and 
impressive…she directed the pageant with sensi-
tivity, artistry and imagination.”
 It was also Rux’s profession in theatre and 
broadcast, and her relationships with professional 

actors that led to a professionally recorded and 
produced soundtrack. 
 Meanwhile, BYU and other sources provided 
sound and light equipment that was a far cry from 
the homemade lights and small PA system that 
served the pageant during its fi rst few years.
 “Exit every vestige of the amateur!” Johnson 
wrote. “Enter the accolade of professionalism!”

*****

 We come to the end of this story of the Mor-
mon Miracle Pageant, or at least the story up until 
now.
 Th e folklore and legend of the pageant in-
cludes many stories of miracles—a wedding ring 
lost among a milling crowd of thousands, found 
and returned to its owner;  miraculous visions or 
turns of heart; people being touched to the very 
core of their beings, aff ecting life-altering deci-
sions for the better—those are just a few stories 
among many, many more.
 But, perhaps the greatest miracle of the pag-
eant is indeed the pageant itself.
 Without money or much outside help, the 
rural communities of Sanpete found the collective 
will to put on the pageant through the decade or 
so of its struggling infancy.
 And that will, combined with timely and for-
tuitous events that oft en seemed initiated outside 
the bounds of human intervention, has led us 
to this day, with you, at this place reading these 
words.
 Just one more link in the chain of miraculous 
events that is the Mormon Miracle Pageant.

Continued from page 22g

A “full house,” about 15,000, as viewed from the top of Temple Hill in 2007. From 2000-2015, pageant 
attendance was 1.5 million.
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Historic Timeline

T he Mormon Miracle Pageant has been, 
metaphorically, a long and winding road. 
Here are highlights of that odyssey, some 

going back even before the fi rst performance 
in 1967.
 
1956 – Manti LDS Temple president L.R. 
Anderson tells a worker building a parking lot on 
the southeast side of Tempe Hill, “You will live to 
see it, but I will not. But there will be thousands 

of people come to this hillside.

1967 – R.Clair Anderson, president of the 
Manti LDS Stake, known today as the “father 
of the pageant,” assigns a committee to put 
on a stake program on July 24, pioneer day. 
Morgan Dyreng is chairman of the effort, and 
his wife, Helen, is director of the production. The 
committee bases the pageant on a monologue 

Mormon Miracle Pageant through half a century

In the 1950s, the hill where the pageant is now performed was covered by trees, and an LDS Church farm was located in what is now the seating 
area. In 1956, Manti LDS Temple president L.R. Anderson tells a worker building a parking lot on the southeast side of Tempe Hill, “You will live to 
see it, but I will not. But there will be thousands of people come to this hillside.

Continued on page 28
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called “The Mormon Miracle,” written by Grace 
Johnson of Ephraim.
 The program is performed at the Sanpete 
County Fairgrounds. Light bulbs are put inside 
gallon cans and attached to posts to illuminate 
the arena. Trees east of the fairgrounds are 
trimmed to make the temple visible to the audi-
ence. The program goes forward with a 30-piece 
orchestra and a 300-member chorus.

1968 – The pageant moves to the temple 
grounds. Helen Dyreng and Joseph Crane direct 
two performances in late July. The shows use live 
narrators. Because the audience isn’t allowed on 
the temple grounds, bleachers and chairs are set 
up on the sidewalk and roadway. 

1969 – President Ander-
son of the Manti LDS Stake 
asks actress Macksene Rux 
of Salt Lake City to come to 
Manti and narrate the pag-
eant. She enlists Frances 
Urry as co-narrator. Seating 
is moved onto the temple 
grounds at the base of Tem-
ple Hill. 
 
1970 – Rux takes over 
as director and directs four 
performances. She ends up 
serving as pageant director 
through 1988. 

 
1970 – Helen Dyreng, the original director, 
and Jane Braithwaite, a Manti community activ-
ist, become co-assistant directors and through 
the end of Rux’s directorship and continue after 
Ron Hall is appointed director in 1990.  
 

1970 – Rux adapts an original script by 
Grace Johnson to pageant form. The narration 
(speaking parts and music) are professionally 
recorded on a soundtrack by Bonneville Inter-
national. Helen Dyreng, the original director, 
describes the tape as “an answer to prayer.” 
 
1970 – The temple presidency gives per-
mission for Angel Moroni to appear on the west 
tower of the temple.
 
Early 1970s – Local leaders recog-

Continued from page 26

The pageant is based on a monologue written by the late Grace Johnson 
of Ephraim, seen here in her later years.

Continued on page 30

The late Macksene Rux, 
an accomplished actress 
from Salt Lake City, di-
rected the pageant for 19 
years. Her voice is still 
heard on the narration 
tape. She is credited with 
transforming the pageant 
from a local, amateur 
event to an extravaganza 
that has attracted national 
attention. 
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Early pageants featured a handful of angels, a far cry from the hundreds who perform in the angel scene today.
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nize the need to provide food for the thousands of 
people fl ocking to Manti. Each Manti ward takes over 
one type of food. One ward serves turkey, another 
roast beef, and a third hamburgers and hot dogs. 
Proceeds go to the pageants and the wards involved.
 
1971-72 – Rumors abounded that the LDS 
Church is taking over the pageant, moving it out of 
Manti, and/ or having it rewritten or reproduced. The 
ideas meet with stiff local resistance.
 Mabel Anderson, wife stake president R. Clair 
Anderson, writes to LDS general authorities: “We 
believe that more and more our valley will become 
identifi ed with The Mormon Miracle Pageant. That 
people will come again and again to renew their 
spirits, and visitors from all over the world will fi nd 
their way to our hillside... Don’t take that dream 
away from us.”

1972 – The  pageant receives a $15,000 
budget from the LDS Church in Salt Lake City. The 
tradition of a eight-night run is established with 
performances in the last half of July. 
 
1972 – Trees are removed from Temple Hill 
and from the seating area to accommodate more 
performers and spectators. 
 
1972 – Grace Johnson donates her composi-
tion, “The Mormon Miracle” to the LDS Church. 
 
Mid-1970s – Teenage boys playing Lama-
nite warriors start making nightly trips to Palisade 
Lake or Gunnison Reservoir (south of Manti) after 
pageant performances where they take dips to wash 
off heat-to-toe red paint. (The soirees to reservoirs 
are no longer allowed.) 

Continued from page 28

5

(Below) Young actors 
swing on a rope just 
before falling into a 
reservoir in order to 
wash off red paint. 
The paint was used 
to make up the young 
men as Lamanite war-
riors (above). Soirees 
to reservoirs after pag-
eant, popular in the 
1970s, are no longer 
permitted. 

Continued on page 32
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Miss Mt. Pleasant Julianna Armstrong (center), Mariah Hafen first 
attendant (right), Callie Goble second attendant (left). 

HUB CITY DAYS SCHEDULE
June 25th – 8:00 am ...................... Golf Tournament at Skyline Mtn. 

Resort Golf Course
July 1st – 7:00 pm......................................... Rodeo Fun Night at the 

Mt. Pleasant Outdoor Rodeo Arena
July 2nd thru July 5th – 17th .........................Annual Mountain Man 

Rendezvous, Dutch Oven Cook-Off, and more
July 2nd - noon to 4 p.m. ..............Restored & Ugly Tractor Contest

(prizes given at 4 pm), Baseball Field
Vendor Booths open at City Park 

July 2nd – 7:00 pm ........................................... Mutton Bustin’ at the 
Mt. Pleasant Outdoor Rodeo Arena

July 2nd – 8:00 pm ....................................................................Rodeo
June 29-4th.................Carnival Rides and Vendors at the City Park

(Rides as low as $1.25)
July 2nd .................................................... Car Show at the City Park

JULY 4TH
7:00 am .............................................................. Breakfast in the Park

7:00 am.........................5K/10K Fun Run – Starts in the 
El Mexicano Restaurant Parking Lot 

5K costs $10, 10K costs $20
Proceeds will go to the Sanpete Pantry

8:00 am........................................Tennis Tournament
North Sanpete High School – $5

  9:00 am..............Book Sale on the lawn at the Library
11:00 am..................................Children’s Parade 

(lineup at 700 South State)
11:30 am...................................Mammoth Parade 

(lineup on 700 South)
Noon..........................Entertainment and Vendor 

Booths at City Park 
1-4 pm.............Free Wagon Rides in the park, 

Free games in the park for all children and teens
                                2 pm..........................Cake & Pie Baking Contest 

                               $50 Prize to the winners of each contest
7:00 pm..............................Mutton Bustin’ at the 

Mt. Pleasant Outdoor Rodeo Arena
8:00 pm......................................................Rodeo

10:00 pm................Mt. Pleasant Fireworks Show
Parade entries, call Coleen      462-3034

Vendor Booths, call Jeanne      462-2456

Fireworks

at dark!

From Dead Standing To Outstanding

H
S

P
R

www

Stop by for a free catalog & DVD.
Over 85 pages of plans and photos!

Superb House Logs & Rustic Building Materials
From Dead Standing Timber

Over 12,000 families served

P
F

Historic low mortgage rates, aggressive low prices, 
friendly no pressure sales — a perfect buyer’s market!

N G U 5

By 1970, local leaders recognized a need to provide food for the thousands 
of people visiting Manti for the pageant. The tradition of pageant banquet 
dinners was born. In 2003, the LDS Church stopped sponsoring the din-
ners. But the city and community took over and continue to sponsor the 
dinners today. This photo was taken in 2004 after the community took over.
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1978 – Cards giving a synopsis of the 
pageant are published in Spanish, Japanese 
and German. The cards of given to non-English 
speakers to help them understand the pageant 
as they view it. 

1980 – The new Ephraim LDS Stake starts 
taking a major role in food preparation and vend-
ing. Ultimately, the Ephraim Stake takes over 
vending of hot dogs and hamburgers, while Manti 
wards continue to oversee banquet dinners. 

1981 – The LDS seminary building next to 
the new Manti High School is used for dressing 
rooms and makeup. Performers are bussed from 
the seminary to Temple Hill. 
 
1984 – Scouts from Manti wards began 

Continued from page 30

Merilyn Jorgensen (above)  is one of a handful of people still alive who have 
been involved in the pageant all 50 years. Here, in 1973, she is costumed 
as a dancer. She also directed dancers. Today she is pageant historian. 
(below) Dancers rehearse on Temple Hill in 1990. Continued on page 34
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Bryce Anderson portrays Joseph Smith in 1974.
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serving breakfast at the Manti City Park and a 
ward chapel. In time, the young women joined 
in. The proceeds fund LDS youth activities. 

1989 – Ronald Hall takes over from Mack-
sene Rux as pageant director. He institutes the 
practice of cast members strolling through 
crowds prior to the pageant, having their photos 
taken with spectators, and sharing their stories 
in a missionary role.
 
1990 – After Protestant clergy object to use 
of the hymn “At the Cross” in the New England 
scene, a song written by Wilbur Braithwaite, 
popular Manti High School coach, titled “Ere 
the Sun Goes Down” is incorporated into the 
pageant.  
 
1991 – The Mormon Miracle Pageant 
becomes one of eight offi cial pageants of the 
Missionary Department of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Food services pro-
ceeds start to be remitted to the general church 
missionary fund. 

1991 – A pageant presidency is called to 
administer the budget and staff pageant com-
mittees. LaMar Hansen of Ephraim is called as 
the fi rst pageant president.  
 
1993 – Lee Barton, a turkey farmer, is 
called as pageant president. 
 
1993 – Don Tibbs, a Manti attorney and 
judge, heads 25th anniversary activities. The 
LDS Church Missionary Committee suggests 
writing a new pageant, a suggestion prompting 
signifi cant local opposition. Support and inter-
vention by LDS general authorities preserves 
the present pageant.

1995 – Douglas Dyreng, a Snow College 
professor and son of the original chairman and 
the director of the pageant, Morgan and Helen 
Dyreng, takes over as pageant president.  

 
1995 – Pageant draws a record-breaking 
attendance of 196,000 over its eight-night run.
 
1996 – A costume shop is created in the 
old Manti High School shop building behind 
what is now the Manti City Building.

1996 – Helen and Morgan Dyreng donate 
the copyright to the pageant narration tape to 
the LDS church. 
 
1997 – The pageant is moved to June so 
that technical equipment could be used for 
both the Manti and Hill Cumorah (New York) 
pageants. This allows only 11 days of rehearsal 
between the end of school and the fi rst perfor-
mance. 

1998 – Jay Cluff of Manti, owner of a fenc-
ing company, takes over as pageant president. 
 
1998 – Light towers and a new sound sys-
tem are used for the fi rst time.  
 
1998 - Ivo Peterson of Manti, a Snow 
College instructor with a master’s in theater 
and extensive theater experience, becomes 
pageant director. He “re-blocks” the pageant 
to improve positioning of performers during all 
of the scenes  
 
1998 – New “rock” scenery is constructed by 
the BYU scenery shop and set up on Temple Hill. 
 

Continued from page 32

Continued on page 36
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Local History & Art, 
Antiques, Jewelry, 
LDS Books

An affiliate of Gunnison Valley Hospital

Clinic Hours:

Mon., Weds., Fri. .....9-5
Closed Tuesday
Thursday.................1-7
Saturday............9-Noon

46 N. Main, Manti
835-6000
www.mainstreetclinic.org
laurie@mainstreetclinic.org

Walk-ins
welcome!

Laurie Miller, FNP

WELCOME TO THE PAGEANT!
Tune in while you’re enjoying your visit.

Also at 95.1 FM!

T H E
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1998 – A real-life 
love affair begins be-
tween two perform-
ers playing the roles 
of Robert and Mary 
Henshaw. 
 Kevin Barton and 
Marnette Hansen 
meet while attending 
Snow College. At the 
end of the school year, 
they are among 90 
people trying out for the Robert and Mary roles and 
among six who get the parts. The six are paired up 
to create three sets of Roberts and Marys. 
 Fate puts Kevin and Marnette together. They 
start dating while performing in the pageant and 
share their fi rst kiss during a pageant performance. 
They are married several months later. 

2000 – Headphones are available giving 
Spanish speakers a real-time translation of 

the pageant narration tape. A platform is built 
where the hearing-impaired can watch an in-
terpretation of the pageant in American Sign 
Language. 

2000 – David Willmore, an instructor at 
the Ephraim LDS Institute, is called as pageant 
president. 

2000 – A creation scene is eliminated and 
the new Christ-in-America scene depicting Jesus 
Christ appearing to the Nephites is added.
 
2000 – A large rented tent on the hill be-
hind the temple replaces the seminary building 
as dressing rooms and makeup headquarters. 
Bussing of the cast to the hill is discontinued.
 
2000 – Merilyn Jorgensen is called as 
pageant historian. 
 
2002 – After playing roles including George 

55 pp

Crowd awaits the start of the pageant in 2004. Attendance peaked at 196,000 over eight nights in 1995. In the past fi ve years, attendance has 
ranged from 65,000-85,000.

Continued from page 34f p g

Kevin Barton and Marnette Hansen 
as Robert and Mary Henshaw. They 
were later married.

Continued on page 38
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Antiques, Accents & Lace
Antiques, Home Decor, Bed and Bath & Gifts for all Ages

The Stork’s Nest
Infant Apparel, Toys and Furniture

Picture this Gallery
Representing Many Local Artists

LN Interiors
Home Furnishings, Accessories & Design Service

Voted the #1 Place to Shop!

Manti Mercantile Village
Features:

155 S. Main Street, Manti
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Washington and the angel on the tower, and 
heading up installation of scenery built at BYU, 
Dean Halling, a middle school shop teacher, 
takes over as president of the pageant. He 
serves for more than fi ve years and then serves 
additional years as executive secretary.  
 
2003 – The LDS Church takes over com-
plete funding of the pageant and announces 
that the church will no longer sponsor pageant 
banquet dinners. Manti City and the Manti 
Improvement Business Association decide to 
continue the dinners with proceeds going to 
community projects. The dinners continue to 
be served to this day.  
 
2004 – A permanent building, 50 by 100 
feet, is constructed northeast of the temple to 
house costumes, props and other items. The 
building contains laundry facilities, restrooms 
and drinking fountains. 
 
2006 – Lauren Swenson, drama instruc-
tor at Juab High School in Nephi, is called as 
director.
 
2007 – Doug Barton, who, as a teenager, 
helped string lights for the fi rst pageant in 1967, 
is called as pageant president. 

2012 – Michael Jorgensen, an administra-
tor at Snow College who has been involved in 
the pageant since childhood, including playing 
the role of Mormon numerous times, is called 
as pageant president. 
 
2012 – John Keeler, of Manti, who has per-
formed in the pageant since he was teenager, 
is called as director. His comment: “Having a 

cast of over 900 is like keeping jackrabbits on 
a fl atbed trailer.”
 
2011-2015 – A steep dip in the U.S. 
economy contributes to leveling off of pageant 
attendance. Over the fi ve years, attendance 
averages 65,000 to 85,000. 
 
2012 – The pageant gets a Facebook page.
 
2013 – Pageant sign-ups go online. Scripts, 
music, schedules and other paperwork are post-
ed to a pageant website. iPods with Bluetooth 
technology are used to play music for dance 
rehearsals. 

2015 – Cards giving a synopsis of the pag-
eant are now available in 20 languages. 
 
2016 – The 50th season kicks off on May 
28 with a community program titled “Live Your 
Legacy” in the same Sanpete County  Fair-
grounds arena where the fi rst pageant was 
performed in 1967. The program includes dance 
performances by hundreds of children and 
youth from Ephraim, Manti and the Gunnison 
Valley. Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox of Fairview speaks, 
and there’s a tribute to veterans, followed by 
fi reworks. 
 
2016  – The 50th pageant will have 
the biggest cast in history—1,040 people 
sign up.
 
2016 – Pageant historian Merilyn Jor-
gensen is close to being fi nished with a fi rst 
draft of a 50-year history of the Mormon Mir-
acle Pageant Book, scheduled for release in 
2017.

Continued from page 36
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Deseret Book products, pottery, jewelry, paintings, quilts, 
custom wedding dresses, Wool Growers Auxiliary items. Many 
Pioneer, LDS, Temple, and Pageant handmade items.

21 N. Main, Manti  - 835-1400

LOTS OF HANDMADE LDS ART, QUILTS & BOOKS!

Aug. 11-13, 2016
Guided tours!

Event start: 200 N. 400 W., Manti

Go to
www.mantiATVrun.com
for rates and to register

Call 835-2401 for more info. 

Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday

www.cobuildings.com

1-800-262-5347
Helping to Build 
the Economy of 
Sanpete County!

A major employer in 
Ephraim since 1986!

320 W. 100 N., Ephraim

Metal buildings, mini-storage 
systems, roof and wall sheeting, 
metal building components.

Even more energy 
efficient with
Sealed “N” Safe 
Thermal Block 
System

Welcome to the Pageant!
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Our mission: 
To assist members’ financial 

growth and stability by  
building strong relationships, 

one member at a time.

Five locations
to serve you

Moroni
Headquarters

84 W. Main
Moroni

436-8288

Mt. Pleasant
Branch

1050 S. State
Mt. Pleasant

(east of Terrel’s)
462-5346

Ephraim
Branch

268 S. Main
Ephraim
283-8288

 
Gunnison

Branch
520 S. Main

(inside
Gunnison

Thriftway)
528-5288

Business
and Mortgage

Loan Office
296 S. Main

Ephraim
283-8288

Your
LOCAL
Credit
Union

Serving Sanpete 
County for 49 years!

 Congratulations on 50 years
of the Mormon Miracle Pageant!
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Good for any service, excludes tires.
Not valid with any other coupon or discounts.

Must present coupon at the time of purchase. See store for complete details.

 When You Spend...   You Save...
 Over $100 to $19999  $10
 $200 to $29999  $20
 $300 to $39999  $30
 $400 to $49999  $40
 $500 or more  $50

Special Savings

SAVE!

Valid Through 7/31/16

*0000AA0012345678901*

Most vehicles. Please call for appointment.
Must present coupon at the time of purchase. See store for complete details.

BRAKE
INSPECTION

Brake Service

FREE

Valid Through 7/31/16

*0000AA0012345678901*

ANY WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

FREE Alignment Inspection

Alignment Service

Most vehicles. Not valid with any other coupon or discounts.
Must present coupon at the time of purchase. See store for complete details.

$20OFF

*0000AA0012345678901*
     Valid Through 7/31/16

Most vehicles. Refrigerant extra. Electrical diagnostic not included.
Not valid with any other coupon or discounts.

Must present coupon at the time of purchase. See store for complete details.

A/C SERVICE
Keep Your A/C Blowing Cold Air
• Evacuate & Recharge System • Leak Dye Test •

Air Conditioning

$5495
Reg. Price $7995

*0000AA0012345678901*
     Valid Through 7/31/16
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By Linda Petersen
 

T his time last year, pag-
eant historian Merilyn 
Jorgensen was stressed. 

She had been tasked with putting 
together a book to commemorate 
the pageant’s 50th anniversary that 
would be released in 2017. Th ere 
were so many pageant stories to 
be told, and people just weren’t 
responding.
 Fast forward a year and Jor-
gensen is stressed again, but this 
time it’s because there seems to be 
too much to tell and too little time 
(and space) to get everything in.
 Jorgensen has spent two years 
working solidly on the book. She’s 
mostly done with the writing and 
is editing, gathering photos and 
seeing if she can squeeze a few 
more stories into its pages, includ-
ing a chapter detailing this year’s 
50th celebration.
 “It’s been very gratifying and 
very uplift ing to talk to so many 
people who have had marvelous 
experiences and insights they’re 
willing to share,” she said.
 While people were initially 
slow to respond to Jorgensen’s pleas 
to share their stories, aft er a story 
about the book ran in last year’s 
Mormon Miracle Pageant maga-
zine, response picked up.
 Still, Jorgensen has had to 
make a lot of phone calls. It’s been a 
labor of love.
 “I’m really excited for all the 
beautiful stories people have shared 
with me, many of them personal 
and sacred,” she said.
 With 50 performance seasons 
and around  20,000 cast members 
over the years, it takes a lot of pages 

to tell the story of the pageant. Two 
chapters are already more than 100 
pages each, Jorgensen said.
 Along with all the history and 
stories, there will be more than 
100 pages of pictures, the part of 
the book that will perhaps mean 
the most to people who brought 
the pageant to life and nurtured it 
along the way.
 Even thought the fi nal deadline 
is July 1, it’s not too late to get your 
memories included.
 Jorgensen is particularly look-
ing for the following photos:
 · Any photos taken in 1967, 
1968, 1969
 · Early turkey BBQ crews
 · Th e ambulance/crew on call, 
stationed directly across from the 
pageant grounds
 · Busses, parked or parking
 · Nephite dance costumes from 
1972-73 (silver/black or silver/blue 
metallic stripes)
 · Food booths near the grounds 
in early years
 · Flagpoles around the north 
end of Main Street in Manti, and 
names or comments of any mis-
sionaries who supplied early fl ags
 · Lamanite “gatherings” at 
Palisade or Gunnison Reservoir
 Information can be sent to 
mmhistory4book@gmail.com.
 It’s also important for Jor-
gensen and the pageant presidency 
to get an idea of the interest in 
purchasing the book so they know 
how many to print. If this is an 
heirloom you’d like for yourself or 
your family, visit www.mantipag-
eant.org/history-book-email-sig-
nup and subscribe to the email 
newsletter to let leaders know 
you’re interested.

Pageant historian Merilyn Jorgensen with some of the memorabilia she 
has gathered for a book about the pageant’s 50 years.

A labor of love
Historian seeking final photos and 
information to complete 50-year 
Mormon Miracle Pageant history book

1-3 pm June 16-18 & 23-25



 June 16-18, 21-25, 2016 Mormon Miracle Pageant 4350th Special Edition

A Touch of Heaven on Earth

• Luxurious suites • Gourmet breakfasts

• Couples massage  • Carriage rides

• Healing spa menu • Pure environment

retreat  •  renew  •  rejuvenate

Making getaways great again

190 W. 200 South, Manti

For reservations

call (435) 835-1895

www.yardleyinnandspa.com

Yardley Inn and Spa
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S everal items commemorating the 
50th season of the Mormon Mir-
acle Pageant are being offered to 

cast members and visitors. 
 Th e pageant presidency has commis-
sioned a 50th celebration coin (top left ) 
for members of the cast and crew in this 
year’s pageant. 
 Th e coin is brass-coated with an 
antique nickel. On one side, it is engraved 
with the words “A single occurrence” 
and a representation of Joseph Smith in a 
grove of trees.
 Th e other side bears the words “Th e 
Mormon Miracle Pageant – 50 years – 
Manti, Utah – 1967-2016”.
 Th e coin will not be available to the 
general public. However, pageant guests 
can commemorate the 50th season with 
several unique souvenirs.
 A postcard (right) made of durable 
cardboard and featuring an image of the 
Manti Temple with a pre-stamped seal is 
available for $3 or two for $5. With just 
2,500 in print, grab one quickly before 
they run out.
 During the pageant, postcards and 
letters mailed from the Manti post offi  ce 
will receive a special 50th pageant cancel-
lation stamp (top right). 
 Other items for sale include Manti 
and Ephraim pins ($2.50 each) and a spe-
cial heirloom ceramic temple, suitable for 
including in a Christmas village ($60). 
All items can be purchased at a souvenir 
booth in front of Manti Motel, 445 N. 
Main Street.

Sacred keepsakes

Souvenirs commissioned 
for milestone season

Post offi  ce cancellation stamp

Commemorative postcard

Commemorative coin
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*From Manti go north on Main St. / US-89N.  Continue to follow US-89 for 
11.7 mi. (past Ephraim, UT)  to UT-132 .  Turn left onto UT-132 and go 7.3 mi. 
to Moroni, UT.  Turn left onto E. Main Street / UT-116.  Continue for .7 mi.  on 
Main St. to 300 West.  Turn left on 300 West 2 blocks to 300 South 
and turn right.  Your destination is on your left.  

Come visit us at the 
Norbest Retail Outlet 

in Moroni...

306 West 300 South, Moroni, Utah*
Phone: 435-536-8216

Hours: M-F 9a-5p and Sat. 9a-2p

...and stock up on our Sanpete BBQ Marinated Turkey Steaks, 

Sweetheart Cook-In-Bag Premier Boneless Breast Roast , Norbest

Ground Turkey, seasoned deli breasts and other delicious turkey 

products  at the Norbest Retail Outlet

KEEP FROZEN

GROUND TURKEY

INGREDIENTS: TURKEY, NATURAL 

FLAVORING.

NET WT: 20 OZ (1.25 LB) 567g

Nutrit ion Facts

Serving Size 4 oz  (112g)

Servings Per Container 5

Amount Per Serving

Calories 170

Total Fat 8g

Saturated Fat 2.5g

Trans Fat 0g

Cholesterol 80mg

Sodium 80mg

Total Carbohydrate 0g

Dietary Fiber 0g

Sugars 0g

Protein 21g

Vitamin A 2% •

*Percent Daily Values are based on a 2,000 calorie diet. 

Distributed by: Norbest, LLC

P.O. Box 890, Moroni, UT 84646

www.norbest.com

•
Calcium 2%

KEEP FROZEN

TURKEY BURGER PATTIES

  

NET WT: 16 OZ (1 LB) 453g

Serving Size 1 Patty - 4 oz (112g)
Servings Per Container 4Amount Per ServingCalories 180

Calories from Fat 80% Daily Value *

Total Fat 9g
Saturated Fat 2.5g

13%

Trans Fat 0gCholesterol 80mg

27%

Sodium 100mg

4%

Total Carbohydrate 0g

0%

Dietary Fiber 0g

0%

Sugars 0gProtein 21g
Vitamin A 2%

•Calcium 2%

Iron 6%

*Percent Daily Values are based on a 2,000 calorie diet. 

Distributed by: Norbest, LLC

P.O. Box 890, Moroni, UT 84646

www.norbest.com

• Vitamin C 0%

13%

INGREDIENTS:  TURKEY, NATURAL 

FLAVORING.

Nutrit ion Facts

KEEP FROZEN

Distributed by: Norbest, LLCP.O. Box 890, Moroni, UT 84646
www.norbest.com

SWEET ITALIANTURKEY SAUSAGE
INGREDIENTS: TURKEY, SALT, SPICEEXTRACTIVES (INCLUDING PAPRIKA), MADE WITH PORK CASING.NET WT: 19.5 OZ (1.22 LB) 553g

Nutrit ion FactsServing Size 1 Link  (109g / 3.9 oz)Servings Per Container 5
Amount Per Serving
Calories 160

Calories from Fat 90
% Daily Value *

Total Fat 10g
%Saturated Fat 2.5g
%Trans Fat 0g

Cholesterol 60mg
20%

Sodium 670mg
28%

Total Carbohydrate 0g
0%Dietary Fiber 0g
0%Sugars 0g

Protein 17g
Vitamin A 0% •

Iron 8%*Percent Daily Values are based on a 2,000 calorie diet. 

•
Calcium 2% Vitamin C 0%

14
17

KEEP FROZEN

GROUND TURKEY
BREAST

INGREDIENTS:  TURKEY BREAST, 
NATURAL FLAVORING.

NET WT: 20 OZ (1.25 LB) 567g

Nutrit ion Facts
Serving Size 4 oz  (112g)
Servings Per Container 5
Amount Per Serving

Calories 120 Calories from Fat 15
% Daily Value

Total Fat 1.5g 2%
Saturated Fat 0.5g 3%
Trans Fat 0g

Cholesterol 55mg 18%
Sodium 70mg 3%
Total Carbohydrate 0g 0%

Dietary Fiber 0g 0%
Sugars 0g

Protein 26g

Vitamin A  0%

*Percent Daily Values are based on a 2,000 calorie diet. 

Distributed by: Norbest, LLC
P.O. Box 890, Moroni, UT 84646
www.norbest.com

Vitamin C  0%
Calcium  0% Iron 4%

••

www.norbest.com
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By Linda Petersen

I t was a night like no other on May 28 
when hundreds of local schoolchildren 
fi lled the county fairgrounds arena and 

more than 1,300 parents, veterans and neigh-
bors gathered to celebrate the rich heritage of 
Sanpete County.
 Th e event, called “Live Your Legacy,” 
served as a kickoff  for the 50th season of the 
Mormon Miracle Pageant. 
 Keynote speaker Utah Lieutenant Gover-
nor Spencer Cox, a native of Fairview, arrived 
in a 1944 Dodge Weapons Carrier owned and 
driven by Doug Dyreng.
 “I’m that crazy guy who commutes 200 
miles every day so I can raise my kids in this 
valley,” he said.
 Cox spoke of the fortitude of the early 
settlers who carved out a life for themselves 
and built a temple in the harsh climate of 
Sanpete. 
 “Th at building didn’t happen,” he said, 
pointing to the Manti Temple in the back-
ground. “Th at building is a miracle.”
 Cox recounted the trials early settlers to 
the valley encountered.
 “Th ose early settlers, they came and they 
froze,” he said. “Th ey starved and they sacri-
fi ced.”
 What they left  is a legacy of hard work 
that lives on with residents of Sanpete today.
 “We can do hard things. We’ve lived the 
hard times,” he said. “It’s hard to live in San-
pete County. You have to want to live here.”
 Cox, a lawyer, said he was ridiculed by a 
peer at his law fi rm when he decided to re-
turn home to what his friend called “a bunch 
of hicks in the middle of nowhere.”
 Later, aft er working on a project in 
Sanpete County, that same man apologized 
to Cox and said, “I’ve seen what you have 
here. I would give anything to have what you 
have.” 

‘Live your legacy’
Gala featuring appearance by Utah Lt. Gov. Cox 
kicks off Mormon Miracle Pageant’s 50th season

Photos courtesy Nick Marsing 
Utah’s Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox is escorted into the fairgrounds by Doug Dyreng, a member of the 50th 
season celebration committee, driving a 1944 Dodge Weapons Carrier.

A schoolboy jams out (below left) during a dance by schoolchildren (below right) to “Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy” to honor veterans who served in World War II.

Continued on page 48
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Welcome   to   the 
mormon   miracle   pageant!

Congratulations for 50 Years of Mormon 
Miracle Pageant. We salute the thousands of 
volunteers who have performed over the 
years in this wonderful community event!

Dr. Darin Cummings, Dr. Jake Robison
283-5555 - 43 E. 450 N., Ephraim
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 Veterans of past wars and confl icts were honored 
guests at Live Your Legacy, receiving tribute from both 
speakers and performers throughout the evening. Each 
military family was represented by its fl ag and an active 
service member.
 As the Armed Forces Medley was played, members 
of each of the military families, many frail and elderly 
but standing proud, stood to be recognized. Th e crowd 
cheered for them all. 
 “Th ank you for answering the call to duty,” narrator 
Doug Barton said. “You’ve made our armed forces the 
most respected in the world.”
 In a moving ceremony, 47 youngsters released red, 
white and blue balloons in honor of the 47 Utah soldiers 
who have lost their lives in recent wars.
 “May we look to the future and always appreciate 
these boys,” Barton said.
 Th en, from the settlement of Manti in 1849 to today, 
Sanpete’s history was recognized.
 In honor of the county’s Scandinavian heritage, 
youngsters performed a maypole dance to the megahit 
“Take a Chance on Me” by Swedish group ABBA.
 Barton recounted the establishment of Wasatch Acad-
emy—“one of the nation’s foremost boarding schools—and a combined 
choir from Manti High School honored the institution with “I Shall Not 
Be Moved.” 
 When an 1866 wagon train got stuck at Green River, a company led 
by William Stewart Seeley of Mt. Pleasant went out to rescue them. Th e 
wagon train was transported safely across the river but six boys were 
lost trying to herd the cattle to safety.
 Gunnison’s Jody Allred and a group of schoolchildren honored 
them with “Th e Boys of Sanpete County.”
 “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad” celebrated the railroad that 
was once a vital part of commerce in Sanpete County, particularly in 
Manti which housed two busy depots, a boardinghouse and fi ve gro-

cery stores.
 Agriculture has always been prominent in Sanpete County, but 
sheep herds of old have largely been replaced by turkey coops. Sanpete 
is one of 10 top turkey-producing counties in the country.
 Youngsters recognized the county’s agricultural history with a 
square dance.
 Sanpete was hit hard by the Great Depression and spirits were low 
when, in 1942, a parachute plant opened.
 “Th e new business was a lifesaver,” Barton said.
 Schoolchildren performed a parachute dance to “Happy Days Are 
Here Again.”
 Th en, in honor of those who served in World War II, fi rst- and 
third-graders performed a dance number to “Boogie Woogie Bugle 

Boy”.
 Manti’s Ed Roth, creator of the Rat Fink character and 
designer of custom cars, was honored with a dance to the 
classic “409.”
 As the evening wound down, the program took on a 
more serious tone.
 Th e Manti choirs performed “Mountain Music” to 
honor what Barton called “the legacy of character and 
faith…wedged between our twin mountain ranges.”
U.S. Air Force Captain Colin Slade performed “Arlington” 
in honor of members of the Armed Forces who never 
made it home.
 Students from local schools performed a touching 
dance routine to “Remember When,” highlighting the 
passing of years from youth to old age.
 “Th is is our legacy,” Barton concluded. “Let’s keep 
Sanpete special. Let’s hold on to the legacy left  for us.”
 Th e dark summer evening was lit up with hundreds of 
tiny lights held by children who swayed to the music of “If 
We Hold on Together.”
 In a grand fi nale, fi reworks fi lled the sky and illumi-
nated the temple in the background.

Continued from page 46

Sonnie Jensen, a teacher at Manti Elementary School, watches over a group of children 
performing at Live Your Legacy.

A child watches in wonder as fi reworks light up the night sky with the Manti Temple in 
the background. 
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Customer Service toll free . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-418-5333
Ephraim North, 757 N. Main. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283-5720
Fairview, 320 N. Milburn Rd.. . . . 427-3361, fax 427-3359
Mt. Pleasant, 210 S. State. . . . . . 462-2457, fax 462-3166
Nephi, 185 N. Main. . . . 435-623-0651, fax 435-623-0694

“A tradition of helping”

Honoring our Pioneer Heritage
Our new bank at Main and Center Streets in Ephraim is a replica of the historic 

Bank of Ephraim built on that corner in 1910. . . but with 21st Century technology and amenities.

We’re restoring the adjacent historic home of Canute Peterson, 

We are now poised to serve Ephraim and Sanpete County for another 100 years.
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It’s worth repeating

By Alec Barton 
and Lloyd Call
 

T he reason the Mormon Miracle 
Pageant has made it to its 50th season 
is because it shares a message worth 

telling—and hearing—over and over again.
 Th at’s what Elder M. Russell Ballard of 
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of Th e 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
told a crowd of more than a thousand cast and 
crew members gathered to hear him speak at 
a devotional Sunday, May 29 at the Manti LDS 
Stake Center.
 “It’s a marvelous thing that you’re about to 
unfold to the world,” he said. “Miracles have 
been performed in bringing this pageant to 
the people of the world.”
 And indeed, the pageant message has 
been shared with the world.
 Although most of the nearly 5 million 
guests to the pageant over the past 49 seasons 
have lived on or near the Wasatch Front, many 
have hailed from outside the region, outside 
the state, even outside the country.
 People keep coming, Ballard said, because 
the pageant teaches truth with clarity and 
power.
 “God, our Eternal Father, is indeed our 
father,” he said. “Th e reality is that we are the 
sons and daughters of God.” 
 Ballard’s ties to the pageant run deep. 
His father provided the voice for Mormon 
on the narration tape, so people consider-
ing rewriting the script better be sure that 
part is not rerecorded during his lifetime, 
he said.
 “Th at not a threat; it’s just a good strong 
suggestion,” he laughed.
 Ballard’s aunt, Macksene Rux, directed the 
pageant for nearly 20 years.
 “Every time she needed something, 
my phone would ring, and we’d do what we 

could,” he said. “She asked sometimes for 
miracles, so I want to testify to you that there 
really is a miracle in what you’re involved in.”
 Ballard recognized others who, alongside 
Rux, pioneered the pageant through its early 
years, including Helen and Morgan Dyreng, 
R. Clair Anderson and Jane Braithwaite.
 Turning toward the piano where 
Braithwaite was sitting, Ballard said, “Jane, 
you’ve been at it forever, and we love you.”
 “She’s been involved from the very begin-
ning,” he said. “Now she still plays the piano, 
and it’s all the right keys. It’s remarkable.”
 Ballard urged members of the cast and 
crew to instill in their hearts a desire to do the 
very best they can, no matter their assign-
ments.
 It was a sentiment shared by directors and 
leaders earlier in the evening.
 “Not everybody gets a (speaking) part, but 
we’re all part of the great work, anyway,” John 
Keeler, the director, said. 
 Doug Dyreng, a counselor in the pageant 
presidency, implored volunteers to remember 
the purpose of the pageant.
 “Th e pageant is one way to invite people 
to come unto Christ,” he said. “We must come 
unto Christ ourselves if we want to bring 

others unto him.”
 Keeler noted that 1,042 had signed up to 
participate in this year’s cast, about 100 more 
than last year and more than any year in pag-
eant history. 
 To commemorate the semi-centennial 
anniversary of the pageant, leaders created a 
commemorative coin that will be distributed 
to all cast and crew members. Th e coin is 
emblazoned with the words “A Single Occur-
rence”—the words that open the pageant and 
remind people that the miracle of Mormon-
ism began with a young man’s vision of God 
and Jesus Christ.
 “Joseph Smith’s decision led him into the 
grove to pray,” Michael Jorgensen, the pageant 
president, said. “Where are your decisions 
leading you?”
 Ballard closed the fi reside by inviting the 
cast to remember the Savior.
 “In diffi  cult times, would you let your 
mind go to Gethsemane?” he said. “Th rough 
him and his atonement, we [are] all able to 
carry the burdens of this life.”
 Th is knowledge, he said, can help actors 
perform with conviction.
 “Have great joy and excitement,” in 
telling this story, Ballard urged. 

Pageant success due to 
value of the message 
it carries to crowds, 
apostle tells fireside

Photo by Valerie Johnson, Deseret News
Elder M. Russell Ballard shakes Carolyn Ruth Anderson’s hand following a devotional for cast 
members and volunteers of the Mormon Miracle Pageant in Manti, Utah, on May 29. Anderson is 
a long-time member of the angel chorus in the pageant. 
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Go south on US89 from Manti, two miles 
south of Sterling, turn left to Mayfield. 
We are at 10 W. 100 N., Mayfield.   

US89

Hours:

Monday 11-7

Tue.-Thurs. 9-8

Fri.-Sat. 8-9

Sunday 8-2 pm

528-3788

Hours:

Monday 11-7
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www.key-research.com

WE ARE HIRING   (801) 377-7002

 As part of the 50th celebration, a committee is organizing cast 
reunions for the more than 20,000 cast members who have performed 
over the pageant’s history from 1967 to 2015.
 Reunions are based on the decade when casts performed.
A special cast reunion tent will be located in the grass area near the 
Distribution Center where former cast members can visit from 3-7 
p.m. on their assigned days. Th ere is no formal program.

Cast Reunion Schedule
 Friday, June 17: ..............................................Cast years 1967-1980
 Saturday, June 18: ..........................................Cast years 1981-1990
 Friday, June 24: .............................................Cast years 1991–2000
 Saturday, June 25: .........................................Cast ye ars 2001–2015

 Just six people showed up for the 
original tryouts for the fi rst pageant 
in 1967. All six were given roles, and 
Helen Dyreng went to work round-
ing up more people. Th ere was a cast 
of 75 for that fi rst performance.
 Th e size of the cast grew to 300 
by 1979 and reached 500 for the fi rst 
time in 2000. From 2009-2015, cast 
size was steady around 900 people.
 This year, the pageant cast 
eclipsed 1,000 for the fi rst time, with 

1,040 signed up to be in the cast.
 “We’re reaching our limits 
because we’re now scrambling for 
costumes—that’s going to be our 
biggest obstacle to overcome this 
year,” director John Keeler said.
 “It is a record—it ought to be 
a great performance,” he said. “Th e 
goal has been to fi ll up the hill. As 
far as pageantry is concerned, you 
want it to be big and bold— it will 
be that.” 

Cast reunions scheduled during pageant

Pageant cast exceeds 1,000

835-5084

Manti
General Contractor License 6282076-5501, x.11/1

brady@barclaymechanical.com

Enjoy the Mormon Miracle Pageant

Services of 
Utah, Inc.
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P opular speaker Brad Wilcox and internet sensation Lexi 
Walker kicked off  the 50th season of the pageant with a 
fi reside on Sunday, June 5. 

 A series of fi resides, special programs and concerts continues 
each day of the pageant  at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at a stage on the 
grassy area near the Family History Center, west of the temple. Ac-
claimed vocalists, musicians and speakers are part of the lineup for 
this year’s 50th season celebration.

Th ursday, June 16
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: A local band, Aspenroot, performs country, 
classic rock and gospel/soul tunes. Just like Aspen trees, members of 
the band share something in common—they’re all members of, or 
have ties to, the Manti 4th Ward.

Friday, June 17 

 Special Program, 4:30 p.m.: Speakers will be brothers Brett, 
David, John and Randy Roberts, and friend Richard Sharrah, 
creators of the YouTube channel, BoardShorts TV. 
 The channel is best known for its Kid History series where 
each episode has a group of children tell a true story from the 
Roberts brothers’ lives. The stories are acted out by the brothers 
using the voices of the children. 
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: An a capella concert by Voice Male, com-
prised of Mike Wilson (bass), John Luthy (bass/percussion), Rick 
Murdock (baritone), Richard McAllister (tenor), Mike Bearden 
(tenor) and John Huff (baritone), who began singing together 18 
years ago in the Logan LDS Institute choir.

Saturday, June 18
 Fireside, 4:30 p.m.: 
Elder Michael T. Ringwood 
of the Seventy speaks. 
 Ringwood was 
sustained as a general au-
thority in April 2009. He 
serves as a member of the 
self-reliance services and 
church audit committees. 
Ringwood is a former 
mission president and 
stake president.
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: 
Grammy-nominated 
recording artist and vio-
linist Jenny Oaks Baker and her children Laura, Hannah, Sarah and 
Matthew perform. 
 Baker has sold nearly half a million albums since 1998. She has 
performed as a soloist at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Strathmore 
Hall and the Library of Congress, and as a guest soloist with the Na-
tional Symphony, Jerusalem Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, San 
Diego Symphony, Utah Symphony and the internationally-acclaimed 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir.

Tuesday, June 21 
 Special Program, 4:30 p.m.: Wesley Ruff , ABC 4 sports director 
and fi ve-time winner of the Utah Sportscaster of the Year award, speaks
 Ruff  was named the Bill Howard Golf Citizen of the Year by the 
Utah Section PGA in 2000 and 2006. He came to ABC 4 in 1985 
from KFYR-TV in Bismarck, North Dakota, where he worked as the 
weekend sports reporter and photographer. 
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: Award-winning Steinway pianist Paul Car-
dall performs. Cardall has launched 
nine albums that have launched in 
the top 10 of Billboard’s new age 
chart and is the recipient of Best 
Original Score for two independent 
fi lms. 
 More than one million people 
subscribe to his Pandora radio sta-
tion.
 Cardall’s life-threatening con-
genital heart disease has given Paul 
wisdom, depth and understanding 
that is conveyed through his music.

Wednesday, June 22
 Fireside, 4:30 p.m.: Elaine Dalton, former General Young Wom-
en President speaks.
 
 Continued on page 54

Special events
Celebration schedule includes 
concerts,  firesides and programs

Creators of BoardShorts TV

Jenny Oaks Baker

g y p

Paul Cardall
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SUIT PACKAGES
Your friends at Christensen’s are excited for you and want to 
help you start your mission the right way. We have been 

being a missionary. 

All of your suits, shoes, shirts, and ties have been tested and 
proven to withstand wear and tear of missionary service. In 

ffer Free 
Alterations and a Missionary Discount on anything else you 
might need.

Congratulations on 
receiving your call!

Bring this ad in to
Christensen’s

Richfield, Cedar City, 
or St. George

Buy our Missionary 
Package, and we will 

BUY YOUR 
LUNCH FOR YOU!

($30 LIMIT)
Expires 8/31/2016

RICHFIELD

39  N. Main
(435) 896-6466

CEDAR CITY

984 S. Main
(435) 586-9851

ST. GEORGE

761 S. Bluff St.
(435) 628-4213

51 S. Main, Ephraim - 283-3500 
 Color copies
 Spiral binding
 Laminating

E-mail your order for one-trip pickup! 
kopykatzprinting@gmail.com

 Photo enlargements
 Large format
 Envelopes
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Born and raised in Ogden, Dalton 
earned her bachelor’s degree in English 
from Brigham Young University. 
She currently serves on the Board of 
Trustees at Utah Valley University. 
Dalton believes in people and has great 
confi dence in the rising generation of 
noble young women. 
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: A performance 
by award-winning entertainer Mary 
Kaye, who tours extensively through-
out the United States.

 Mary Kaye has received accolades from the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum, the Western Music Association and 
the Academy of Western Artists. A native-born Texan, she now lives 
in the small western town of Escalante in Southern Utah. 

Th ursday, June 23
 Fireside, 4:30 p.m.: Broadway theater actress Shayla Osborn 
Beck speaks. 
 A graduate of Brigham Young University, Beck took roles in as 
Ado Annie in the national tour of Oklahoma, Doralee Rhodes in 
9 to 5, Eve in Children of Eden, Christine Colgate in Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels, Frenchy in Grease and Fantine in Les Miserables. Most 
recently she was the understudy for Elphaba and Nessarose in the 
fi rst and second national tours of Wicked.
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: A local band, Aspenroot, performs. See bio 
above.

Friday, June 24
 Fireside, 4:30 p.m.: Rory Scanlon, costume expert and BYU 
professor in the department of theater and media arts, speaks.
 Scanlon has served as associate for the College of Fine Arts 
and Communications and for BYU Undergraduate Studies. 
Scanlon’s research interests include Old Testament and Book 
of Mormon clothing. He will speak on how historical research 
supports the Bible and Book of Mormon.
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: A performance by the Nashville Tribute 

Band, a group comprised of the best professional talent in 
Nashville.
 The band tours the world, performing gospel-themed 
stories and songs. The band’s debut recording, Joseph: a Nash-
ville Tribute to the Prophet, has become one of the bestselling 
LDS albums ever. The band has since recorded four additional 
albums with themes on Jesus Christ, Mormon pioneers and 
missionary work.

Saturday, June 25
 Fireside, 4:30 p.m.: William and RaNae McKee, renowned 
fireside speakers, present. 
 The McKees presided over the Tennessee Nashville Mission. 
After RaNae suffered two strokes and a heart attack, the McK-
ees observed many miracles that led to her incredible recovery. 
William is a professional counselor with a private practice in 
Pocatello, Ida. RaNae is an accomplished pianist and former 
Miss Idaho. The McKees have raised 10 children and 45 foster 
children.
 Concert, 7:30 p.m.: The acclaimed One Voice International 
Gospel Choir performs.
 Led by Flint, Mich. native Debra Bonner, who has trained 
over 100 Grammy, Tony and Opera award winners, One Voice’s 
mission is to bring souls unto Christ. The gospel music they 
sing is heartfelt, bringing audiences to their feet—clapping, 
stomping and swaying to the “joyful noise.”

Continued from page 52

Nashville Tribute Band

Elaine Dalton

Open late after the Pageant
East side of US89, just beyond the Ephraim Business 



 June 16-18, 21-25, 2016 Mormon Miracle Pageant 5550th Special Edition

Welcome to the PAGEANT!
Summer only: $2.00/game!
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A huge round of applause for the talented cast 
and crew who put their energy into the 50th 
annual Mormon Miracle Pageant. We’re proud 
to help light the stage for this production 
to shine.

For energy- and money-saving tips, visit 
rockymountainpower.net .

Community 
involvement is 
our favorite 
role to play.

We have 15 flavors and over 60 toppings and sauces. Our 
flavors change every two weeks. We've got something for 
everyone, including non-dairy and no sugar added 
selections. Our prices are $0.42 cents an ounce. 

Open late, so come sit and enjoy our cool atmosphere while 
eating tasty treats. Look for our exciting additions, including 
drive through window and smoothies. In the meantime, 
come try a warm, delicious churro!  

Bring this ad in, get 10% Off!

YoCrazy is Sanpete County's first and only 

self-serve frozen dessert shop and bakery. 

We are located at 35 E. 100 N. in Ephraim

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11-10, Fri., Sat. 11-11

283-3555
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By Linda Petersen
 

C hange is bound to happen in any 
production that runs for 50 years, 
but perhaps no part of the Mormon 

Miracle Pageant has evolved as dramatically as 
the costumes
 An exhibit showcasing unique costumes 
used during each decade of the pageant is 
open from 4-7 p.m. at the Bishop’s Storehouse, 
90 N. Main Street, each evening of the pag-
eant.
 More than just a collection of costumes, 
the exhibit tells the story of the pageant from 
the fi rst costumes that were little more than 
old sheets dyed and altered to the many elab-
orate and versatile costumes of today.
 It showcases the work of scores of 
seamstresses and costume designers, many 
of whom were ingenious in transforming 
everyday materials into works of art.
 The exhibit is possible in large part 
because of Merilyn Jorgensen, who was the 
dance director for many years.
  “Thanks to Merilyn, who has tried to 
preserve the costumes where there hasn’t 
been a system in place, she has managed to 
save quite a few,” exhibit committee chair 
Vickie Anderson said.
 Along with Anderson and Jorgensen, 
committee members Susan Memmott Allred, 
Linda Wheeler, Julia Smith and Kaylee Hill 
worked tirelessly for many days to bring the 
costumed past of the pageant to life.
 Close to 100 costumes are being show-
cased, including those from the pioneer and 
New England scenes. But the most visually 
exciting costumes are, hands down the elab-
orate Nephite and Lamanite costumes.
 “We’ve tried to show the most fes-
tive [costumes] and those that have gone 
through the most changes, such as the danc-
ers and the Nephite and Lamanite warriors,” 
Anderson said.
 From 1995-2000 the costume commit-
tee replaced every costume in the pageant. 
Many of the new costumes from this era are 
still being worn today. Several have been 
retired and are featured in the exhibit.
 “It will be fun for those who have been 

in the pageant to see if their costume is on 
display,” Anderson said.
 Included in the exhibit is the original 
witch doctor costume worn by Mike Nuffer 
in 1967 as well as those of Zerahemnah, 
Captain Moroni and General Mormon.
 The committee hopes this exhibit will 
inspire former pageant performers to dig 
around in their storerooms and see if they 
have any costumes or costume parts from 

their days in the pageant.
 “There are several dancer costumes we 
have no examples of,” Anderson said. “We’d 
love to see whatever people have and possi-
bly add them to the collection.”
 In addition to the regularly scheduled 
hours, Anderson said they may be able 
to arrange group tours of the exhibit by 
appointment. She can be reached at (435) 
851-0220.

Costume exhibit
Exhibit shows history of Mormon Miracle Pageant through costumes

(above) A costume designed 
by Susan Memmott Allred 
and worn by a Nephite dance 
is on display at a special cos-
tume exhibit.

(left)A costume worn by Jo-
seph Smith is on display at a 
special costume exhibit.

(right) Costumes worn by 
King Lamoni and Mary Hen-
shaw are on display at a 
special costume exhibit.
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Doug 
Barton

By Alec Barton

S ome lessons last a lifetime.
 When he was young, Doug Barton 
remembers his father, Lee, telling him, “If 

you have the time and you have the ability, give 
it to the Lord.”
 Th at’s what he’s been doing ever since.
 “It does take a lot of time, but it’s the least I 
can give,” Barton said of his 50 years of service 
to the Mormon Miracle Pageant. “I’ll keep doing 
this until I’m old and falling apart.” 
 Barton is noted for his contributions as light-
ing and technical director and former president 
of the pageant, but even those titles don’t spell 
out the inestimable impact he has had on the 
production. Without him, the pageant may not 
have been seen at all.
 Barton put together rudimentary lights us-
ing simple bulbs and gallon tin cans for the fi rst 
production of the pageant in 1967 at the county 
fairgrounds. He tore out an old steam pipe at his 
grandpa’s home, fastened it to a couple of posts 

in the sound booth, and used that to rig the 
spotlights.
 “It was pretty primitive,” Barton said. “OSHA 
would have had a fi t.” 
  Th e pageant expanded to Temple Hill the 
next year, but it remained without a budget. 
Needing more lights to illuminate the larger stage, 
Barton tapped into his creativity once again.
 “We made lights for the hill out of gallon 
soup cans,” he said. “But it’s really hard to light 
something that large with the equipment we had.”
 So he acquired old Navy searchlights  to use 
as spotlights.
 “We were uptown with that,” he said.
 Barton continued overseeing the lighting of 
the pageant throughout its infancy and adoles-
cence, all the while working without pay, without 
a budget and, toward the end of the season each 
summer, without a lot of energy.
 “It was a lot of work,” he said of those early 
years. “But there was something about it that 
drove you so you wanted to do it.”
 Barton continued to be involved with tech-
nical aspects of the pageant when it was taken 
over by Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. In fact, it became a family aff air: All of 
Barton’s children have helped with lighting and 
other elements of the production.
 Miracles are part of the experience, Barton 
said while recounting an episode years ago in-
volving Elder Carlos A. Godoy of the Quorum 
of the Seventy of church. 
 Th e computer system that controlled the 
lights failed. So did the backup system. Crews 
were prepared to use just a few hand-operated 
spotlights, but it wouldn’t have been a very good 
show.
 Just moments before the pageant was to be-
gin, Elder Godoy prayed that all of the equipment 
would work as rehearsed. Immediately the system 
kicked in, and the show went off  without a hitch.
 “It truly was a miracle,” Barton said.   
 Barton and his wife, Marianne, host mis-
sionaries who proselyte on the temple grounds 
each season of the pageant, providing them with 
breakfast and a place to rest for the night.
 “It’s been marvelous,” Barton said. “I enjoy 
that as much as anything.”
 It takes a village to keep a production of this 
magnitude going every year, but Barton doesn’t 
see it as a chore.
 “Th e way I look at it, it’s not our job or our 

responsibility; it’s our opportunity,” he said. “It’s 
not a curse; it’s a blessing.”
 Barton determined he would give his best to 
the pageant many years ago.
 “It’s where I gained my personal testimony,” 
he said. “I was very grateful for that, so I told the 
Lord, ‘I’ll keep doing this.’”
 He doesn’t expect to stop anytime soon.
 “I don’t think I’ll retire,” he said. “Th ey’ll 
probably have to kick me out.”

Linda 
Gunderson

By Alec Barton
 

F or Linda Gunderson angels, seen and 
unseen, are what make the pageant a 
success each year. 

 The outgoing director of the pageant’s 
impressive fi nal scene has felt and seen an abun-
dance of miracles in her time on Temple Hill.
 “It’s been a joy and an opportunity that I 
could never really describe,” she said. “Th e angels 
have been a real part of my life.”
 And it’s been that way for 20 years. Gunder-
son fi rst participated in the pageant as a wicked 
Nephite dancer but quickly traded in her fl ashy 
robes for a simple, unadorned white gown, which 

Pageant people
Meet the individuals who help pull off major outdoor production 

Doug Barton of Manti reviews a script 
“Live Your Legacy,” a special 50th season 
kickoff program staged  Saturday, May 28. 
Barton, owner of a group of radio stations, 
has been involved with lighting and sound 
for the pageant continuously since the very 
fi rst performance in 1967. 

Linda Gunderson watches as angels begin 
rehearsal in the Manti Stake Center. Gunderson 
has been director of the angels for 20 years.

Continued on page 59
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we are located at:

Community Health Education
E-Cigarette

Injury Prevention
Tobacco Prevention and Cessation

Asthma Awareness
Breast Cancer Awareness

Gold Medal Schools
Chronic Disease Self Management

Sanpete County Rural Seat Belt heck

Preventive Health Services
Baby Your Baby

Cancer Prevention and Treatment
Communicable and STD Investigations

Early Intervention/ Baby Watch
Family Planning
Immunizations
Tuberculosis

Well Child Screening
Women Infants Children ( WIC)
Homebound Elderly Program

Central Smiles Dental Program

Environmental Health
Day Care Inspections

Swimming Pool and Spa Monitoring
Underground Storage Tank Inspections

Used Oil Recycling Program
Food Protection

Public Water Systems
Water ab

Sanitary Surveys
Solid Waste Program

Onsite Wastewater Systems

Emergency Preparedness
Emergency Planning

Central Utah Medical Reserve Corps

Vital Records
Birth and Death Records

Manti: 40 West 200 North; 835-2231
Mt. Pleasant: 20 South 100 West; 462-2449

Nephi: 160 North Main; 623-0696

www.centralutahpublichealth.com

The mission of Central Utah Public Health 
Department is to improve and protect the 
health of all citizens in the Six ounty area 
by offering services that enhance the 
environment, prevent illness and injury, 
and promote healthy lifestyles.

Continued on page 60

she donned as an angel.
 Th at was 1996.
 Th e very next year, Gunderson 
was called to be director of the an-
gels. 
 “It was a very spiritual experi-
ence,” she said. “I couldn’t get it out 
of my system.”
 Over the ensuing years, Gun-
derson has mentored an average of 
130 girls who sign up to be angels 
each year. To them, she is more than 
a dance director—she’s a coach, a 
friend, a teacher.
 Gunderson helps them do that 
by asking them to tap into their un-
derstanding of eternity. Each night 
of the pageant she holds a devotional 
for the angels where they talk about 
the purpose of their performance. 
 “I ask the girls to think of 
someone who has passed away who’s 
really close to them, someone they’d 
like to feel close to tonight,” she said.
 And if they can’t do that?
 “Th en I ask them to think about 
someone in the audience or a family 

member or friend,” that they can 
dedicate their performance to.”
 Location helps.
 “Being close to the temple, the 
girls really calm down and feel the 
spirit,” Gunderson said.
 One year 220 girls signed up to 
be angels.
 “We had to make new cos-
tumes,” she remembered. “It was 
a joy to have that many girls who 
really wanted to be a part of that 
experience.”
 Gunderson recalls a sacred ex-
perience that defi nes her 20 years in 
the pageant. Her associate director 
brought her father, not a member 
of the church, to one of their de-
votionals. From there, Gunderson’s 
associate and her father watched the 
girls go up the hill to the grassy stage 
north of the temple.
 Th e next night, the associate 
director’s father watched from the 
audience. Aft er seeing the perfor-

Continued from page 58
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mance he marveled.
 “I can’t believe you had so many angels,” he 
said.
 “You know, dad,” she replied, “We really 
didn’t have as many show up as we’d hoped.”
 Her father couldn’t believe it.
 “There were thousands of you. You kept 
coming down the hill from the east,” he said.
 “Dad,” came his daughter’s reply, “We didn’t 
come down that way.”
 Th at night, the angels entered from the north. 
Gunderson and her associate changed their route 
aft er the girls had complained about rocks on the 
trail that came from the east.
 “Th ere were extra angels that [he] saw that 
night, angels that I can just feel every night,” 
Gunderson said. “It doesn’t matter if we have 100 
or 200 girls show up because we have so many 
angels who come and help us.”  
 Now in her fi nal year as a director, Gunder-
son hopes the message the angels send is clear.
 “I hope people know and feel that they get 
to be with their loved ones someday. Th at they’re 
not alone.” 

Susan 
Allred

By Linda Petersen

 For 15 years Susan Memmott Allred drove 
back and forth to Manti from Salt Lake City 
about 20 to 25 times each year preparing for the 
pageant. Th ese trips—and her work once she 
arrived—were a demonstration of how much she 

loved the pageant and being its costume designer.
 Like many pageant staff , Allred was recruited 
by the Dyrengs because she was a friend of their 
son’s. Th ey had heard of her talent as a costume 
designer and invited her to “just come have a look 
and tell us what you think.” 
Th at was 1983. It wasn’t until 1998 that Allred’s 
“look” at the pageant was complete. 
 The first thing Allred addressed was the 
contemporary style of the pioneer costumes and 
the haircuts of the cast.
 “None of the pioneers wore denim the way 
kids do these days—and we made them wear their 
pants at their waists,” she says.
 Allred remembers that one of the fi rst orders 
of business for the costume committee was to 
get rid of what they called the Lamanite “frog 
costumes”—green polka-dotted robes that would 
blend into the grass of the temple hillside.
 When she started working with the pageant, 
Allred was a single working woman. She traveled 
back and forth to Manti on weekends and used 
up her vacation time from the Utah Opera where 
she was the resident costume designer. In time 
she became a young mother of two, carting her 
babes back and forth, oft en dropping them off  at 
her parents’ home in Scipio for two or three days 
while she worked on the pageant.
 She acknowledged it was hard “but they (her 
parents) loved it. Th ey were so sad the year aft er 
I fi nished when I told them we’d only be going to 
Manti to watch the pageant.”
 In fact, one of Allred’s fondest memories is 
watching dress rehearsals with her little ones on 
the front row, the two curled up in sleeping bags, 
with most of the area to themselves.
 “Th e association with the people was really 
precious,” she said. “We worked so hard and had 
so much fun.”
 Th e Dyrengs arranged for Allred to get travel 
expenses covered and a tiny stipend, but it was 
her desire to serve that drew her back year aft er 
year.
 “I have always believed you have to use your 
talents to bless others,” she said. “I just listened to 
my inner voice. When you know you’re supposed 
to do something it’s not work, it’s pretty joyful.”
 Th is year, Susan returns to help with the 
50th season celebration costume exhibit. She 
has already made several trips to Manti and will 
make more to ensure that things are perfect for 
the exhibit.
 Allred, who is originally from Scipio, gradu-
ated with a speech and drama composite degree 
with an English minor. She had an extensive 
theater background, having served as SUU’s 
costume mistress during her college years. She 

trained with Fred Adams, the creator of the 
Utah Shakespearian Festival. For many years she 
worked fulltime for the Utah Opera. 
 In 2012, Allred cut back and now does just 
one or two special projects a year. She also designs 
costumes for the PBS special Christmas with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir.

Merilyn 
Jorgensen

By Linda Petersen

M erilyn Jorgensen and her family 
have been involved with the pag-
eant since its very beginning.

 Th ey started out small (Jorgensen sang in the 
choir the fi rst year) but their participation  grew 
into a lifetime commitment. 
 A dancer herself, Jorgensen got involved in 
helping with the choreography in 1968 and in 
1970 was made dance director, a calling she held 
for the next 23 years. It was a huge task because 
she had six diff erent groups to teach and rehearse 

Continued from page 59

Merilyn Jorgensen has been involved with 
the Pageant from the very beginning. What 
started as a small role evolved into a lifetime 
commitment.

Continued on page 62

Susan Memmott Allred has been so dedicated to 
the Pageant that she put thousands of miles on 
her car traveling back and forth from Salt Lake 
to Manti to make sure the cast’s costumes truly 
refl ected the spirit of the Pageant.
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each year. 
 Th at was followed with nine years’ service 
in the costume department. Like most people 
involved in the early days (and many still to-
day), Jorgensen helped out in numerous ways. 
She helped sew costumes and even enlisted her 
mother, Evelyn Anderson, a talented seamstress, 
to help. 
 Along with choreography, costuming and 
performing, she worked shifts making ham-
burgers and sandwiches for ward concession 
stands. She even took turns in the stand selling 
hamburgers before the performances and in be-
tween checking on dance groups and performing 
herself.
 Her husband, LaMar, preferred to be behind 
the scenes helping barbecue turkey and serving 
dinner. He also served as a performance usher. 
 LaMar and Merilyn were in the pageant cast 
together just once as one of the eternal couples 
greeting Robert and Mary Henshaw in the fi nale.
 When Merilyn and LaMar fi rst got involved 
with the pageant, they had little ones at home. 
Soon more came along. Merilyn particularly 
remembers the summer of 1975 when she was 
expecting her sixth child a month aft er the pag-
eant ended. She said she felt like a beached whale 
navigating up and down the steep temple hill.
 All of the children participated in many ways 
over the years. Like their mother, they didn’t stop 
at being cast members. Th ey set up chairs, cleaned 
up aft er the pageant in the early mornings, served 
breakfasts and helped with banquet dinners. 
 In fact, Michael, Todd, Kristofer and Rebecca 
were so dedicated to the pageant that the only 
time they missed performing was while on their 
missions. Even aft er they got married, several of 
the Jorgensens continued to participate in the 
pageant with their spouses. When he was a USU 
student working in Logan, Mike commuted that 
entire distance almost every day one summer so 
as not to miss the pageant.
 In 2000, the pageant presidency called Meri-
lyn as pageant historian, a position she continues 
to serve in today. She and her husband, now in 
their 80s, also continue to serve as information 
specialists, answering phone and email questions 
all year long.
 In recent years, Merilyn and LaMar’s grand-
children have become the fourth generation to 
be part of the pageant.
 “We are honored to have been involved in the 
building of this marvelous tradition,” Jorgensen 
said. “And we feel privileged to be instruments 
in teaching others about the restoration of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in the last dispensation on 
this earth.” 

Todd 
Jorgensen

By Megan Batterman

T odd Jorgensen has a long history with 
principal roles in the Mormon Miracle 
Pageant. In fact, he’s just about done it 

all: Angel Moroni, Hyrum Smith, Robert Hen-
shaw and Nephi are some of the major roles 
that he’s fi lled over the years.
 He also took a turn portraying the prophet 
Joseph Smith.
 What makes Jorgensen’s participation in the 
cast special, however, is the fact that he’s done it 
alongside his family. 
 Todd played the prophet’s loyal brother, 
Hyrum, alongside his brother, Mike (now the 
pageant president), who portrayed Joseph Smith. 
 He and his wife, Selma, played the venerable 
Th ird Nephi family along with their two children, 
Kylie and Keaton.
 Jorgensen began his involvement in the 
pageant 42 years ago as an 8-year-old. He was 
a pioneer boy that year. Later, he was a warrior 
before auditioning for his fi rst principal role.
 “It started off  as something to do in the sum-
mer when we were kids,” Jorgensen explained. 
 His experience with the pageant quickly 
became defi ned by love and service. 
 For the past four years, Jorgensen has served 
as an associate director in charge of New England, 
theology, and Christ in America scenes. 
 When he is not busy with the pageant, 
Jorgensen works as a supervisor with the Utah 

Department of Workforce Services and coaches 
tennis at Manti High School.
 He has lived in Manti all his life.
 Jorgensen hopes crowds will visit and appre-
ciate the pageant during its 50th season.
 “Come out and enjoy the pageant, even if 
you’ve seen it,” Jorgensen said. “Enjoy the spirit. 
Enjoy what’s there.” 

John Keeler
By Alec Barton

F rom the fi rst time I saw the pageant I 
felt like it was going to be something 
big.”

 Th at was 1967, and John Keeler’s premoni-
tion couldn’t have seemed more outlandish. It  
was, aft er all, the year the inaugural pageant was 
almost rai ned out, the year makeshift  spotlights,  
a live choir and an orchestra stood in place of 
today’s modern lighting and sound system, the 
year the audience watched from a dusty rodeo 
ground rather than from the lawn of the grand 
Temple Hill.
 But it turns out his premonition was right. 
 Th e Mormon Miracle Pageant has grown 
into the largest outdoor drama in North America, 
annually drawing tens of thousands of people to 
Manti and playing host to several thousand cast 
and crew members each year. 
 And John Keeler has seen it all.
 Now the director of the pageant, a position 
he has held for the past fi ve years, Keeler said the 
impact of the pageant is impossible to measure.
 “It’s had a huge impact on people’s lives,” he 
said, noting that there are scenes in the pageant 
that leave him speechless to this day.
 Joseph Smith in Carthage Jail.
 Christ in America.

John Keeler oversees a rehearsal on Manti Tem-
ple grounds. Keeler is director of the Mormon 
Miracle Pageant.

Continued from page 60
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When not playing key roles in the pageant rang-
ing from Hyrum Smith to Nephi, Todd Jorgensen 
is a supervisor in the Manti offi ce of the Utah 
Department of Workforce Services. 
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 Brigham Young’s patriotic vision.
 Mormon’s last farewell to his son, Moroni.
 Th ese are scenes Keeler has watched hun-
dreds of times, scenes he has acted in, scenes he 
now oversees from the director’s chair.
 But 50 years of viewing, acting and directing 
has not lessened the visual and spiritual appeal of 
the pageant for Keeler.
 “Th e pageantry itself is really exceptional,” 
he said. “Th e messages that are portrayed have 
spiritual power.” 
 Over 50 years of pageant-ing, there’s very 
little Keeler hasn’t done.
 He was a standard bearer in the fi rst produc-
tion and played Willard Richards and the pivotal 
role of Robert Henshaw in early years.
 But his favorite role was Zerahemnah, “chief 
of all the Lamanites on the fi eld of battle.”
 “We’d always try to psych each other out,” 
Keeler said, referring to the Lamanites and their 
nemeses, the Nephites. “We told the Nephites that 
their blood was going to run down the streets.”
 And in a way, it did. When Keeler and his 
fellow warriors washed off  layers of cakey make-
up in the gutters along Main Street following a 
performance, it looked like blood running down 
the street.
 In the 1980s, he and his wife, Diane, helped 
with “every aspect” of the pageant dinners and 
breakfasts.
 “We literally could not clean the tables fast 
enough,” he said of those years, the busiest in 
pageant history.
 Keeler was executive secretary of the pageant 
for fi ve years, associate director for fi ve years, and 
is just completing his fi ft h year as director. 
 He said the pageant is “remarkable.”
 “It’s just hard to keep doing it year aft er year 
aft er year,” he said, listing a handful of other 
pageants that haven’t survived. He credits the 
surrounding community for keeping it going.
 “It’s the people,” he said. “It’s been great for 
the community.”
 Keeler’s father was Angel Moroni in early 
seasons of the pageant. His sons acted in key roles 
and directed portions of the pageant.
 Now, he participates with his grandchildren 
in the magnificent Christ-in-America scene, 
marking four generations of Keelers who have 
infl uenced—and been infl uenced by—the pag-
eant.
 “It’s been an incredible thing,” he said. 

Milton 
Olsen

By Megan Batterman

M ilton Olsen remembers seeing the 
very fi rst Mormon Miracle Pageant 
at the age of 6. He watched in awe 

as the story unfolded at the county fairgrounds. 
“It rained before and after” he recalled with 
a chuckle. “My father was in the choir, and I 
remember watching them (choir members) 
scramble in the rain at the end.”
 Th e rains, had they fallen during the pag-
eant, probably would have spelled the end to the 
fl edgling production. Were it not for the prayers 
of the faithful that day, the pageant might never 
have reached its semi-centennial year. 
 Olsen’s parents spent many years doing pag-
eant work, and Olsen and his family have carried 
on the tradition. 
 When asked what he enjoyed about the 
pageant as a youth, he said, “It’s the opportunity it 
gives you to feel the spirit, and grow and nurture 
a testimony.” 
 Th is remains a powerful motivator for him as 
a father, too. Olsen feels that pageant involvement 
has strengthened the testimonies of his eight 
children.
 “It’s missionary work,” he explained. “In a 
lot of ways there is a lot of work, but it’s the small 
things that make the whole thing work smoothly. 
Lots of little things are needed to make it happen.”
 For this reason, Olsen feels the pageant is 

larger than life.
 “It’s bigger than just one person,” he said. “It’s 
a humbling experience.” 
 Huge crowds watch the pageant every sum-
mer, but Olsen said the experience of participat-
ing is valuable regardless of the turnout.
 “If nobody came, it would still be worth-
while,” he said.
 As Olsen sees it, the pageant serves two pur-
poses: “one for those who participate and one for 
those who view it.” 
 Olsen is currently serving as executive secre-
tary to the pageant presidency, a calling he’s fi lled 
for seven months. 

Larry 
Young

By Megan Batterman

F or 25 years, Larry Young devoted time 
to the Mormon Miracle Pageant. 
 Born and raised in Benjamin, Utah, Lar-

ry moved to Manti 37 years ago and soon began 
his long and storied involvement in the pageant. 
 Young was noted for his involvement direct-
ing setup of scenery on Temple Hill—what has 
been described by some as the most marvelous 
outdoor stage in the country. 
 Pageant work became a family aff air as Lar-
ry, his wife, Georgia, and their four kids all got 
heavily involved in the pageant for many years. 
 Having his kids involved was a huge blessing, 
Young said.

Continued from page 62

Milton Olsen attended the fi rst pageant in 1967 
as a child of 6. He’s been a loyal volunteer for 
decades and this year is executive secretary to 
the pageant presidency. 

Larry Young, a farmer and rancher, served in 
the pageant for 25 years. His wife and children 
also got involved. “The effect it has had on our 
family, it’s special,” he says. 

Continued on page 65
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 “My kids would always help with 
scenery, and then they got involved in 
the pageant themselves,” Young says,  
noting that working together brought 
their already tight-knit family even 
closer together. “Th e eff ect it has had 
on our family, it’s special. Th e spir-
ituality of [the pageant] has carried 
through to my kids to this day.” 
 Young has also served the com-
munity of Manti with his involvement 
on the Sanpete County Fair Board for 
the past 30 years, and with his work in 
the 4-H community. 
 Young still has a few 4-H kids who 
he helps, and he raises livestock for 
his grandchildren to enjoy. One of his 
granddaughters will be showing her 
livestock in the fair this year, which is 
a great source of pride to her grandpa. 
 Th e Youngs will celebrate their 
46th wedding anniversary during 
this year’s fair, on Aug. 28. Th eir four 
children all still live in Utah. 
 Th eir oldest son practices med-
icine in Salt Lake City, while their 
youngest son teaches school in San-
taquin. Th eir daughters live a little 
closer to home, with their oldest work-
ing as a school teacher in Ephraim, 
and their youngest, Kimberly, resid-
ing in an assisted living facility in 
Ephraim. 
 Aft er 25 years involvement, health 
issues have prevented Larry from 
being involved in the pageant for the 
past few years. Georgia suffered a 
stroke last year, and Larry spends his 
time taking care of her, aft er his own 
battle with cancer.  
 “I think I survived because I 
needed to take care of everyone else” 
he explains.  

Ivo 
Peterson

By Megan Batterman

U ntil someone has tailored 
a man’s coat, they have no 
idea how hard it is,” Ivo Pe-

terson chuckled, when asked about 
the challenges of his many years 

of service to the Mormon Miracle 
Pageant. 
 Since 1993, Peterson has poured 
his heart and soul into pageant work, 
and his years of love and dedication 
have changed the very face of the 
pageant itself. 
 Starting out playing George 
Washington in 1993, Peterson has 
done everything from portraying 
Brigham Young and working behind 
the scenes to serving as fi rst counselor 
in the pageant presidency and direct-
ing the pageant himself. 
 As director, Peterson put togeth-
er for some what has become the 
defi ning scene of the pageant: Christ 
in America. Coupled with stirring 
original music from Peterson’s child-
hood friend Merrill Jenson, the scene 
added a new dimension to the already 
inspiring production. 
 “We had talked about adding 
this scene for a long time,” Peterson 
said before going on to explain how 
bits and pieces—sometimes mere 
seconds—were cut from other scenes 
in order to keep the pageant the same 
length as it was before. 
 By taking a little here and a little 
there, Peterson and his team were able 
to add the Christ- in-America scene 
to the pageant. 
 Pageant work has been a family 
aff air for the Peterson clan, with wife 
Barbara designing many of the beauti-
ful costumes. Aft er directing for many 
years, Peterson moved on to costume 
design himself, though arthritis has 
slowed him down a bit.  
 “I can’t run all over the hill 
anymore.” Peterson said, though 
he is grateful for all his years of in-
volvement with the Mormon Miracle 
Pageant.
 “It’s been a wonderful experience,” 
he said. “Working with the people in 
Sanpete County, there was never a dis-
pute that we couldn’t quickly resolve. 
Th ey’ve all been, and this experience 
has been, marvelous.” 
 This year, Peterson will watch, 
knowing how much hard work goes 
into the huge production and knowing 
that “everyone has a job.” 
 “It’s how we get this great big thing 
done,” he said.  

Continued from page 64

Ivo Peterson with some of the costume pieces he has helped 
create since stepping down as director.
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Visitor Information

A variety of events are 
scheduled to take place 
during the Mormon 

Miracle Pageant. Plus, don’t miss 
out on some favorite local attrac-
tions. 50th Season Celebration 
Events are lined up for all visitors 
exploring activities and things 
to do during Mormon Miracle 
Pageant days. 

Events
 Firesides, special programs 
and concerts take place each aft er-
noon of the pageant in the grassy 
area behind the Family History 
Center, west of the temple. See 
page 52 for more information.
 An exhibit featuring historic 
costumes used in the Mormon 
Miracle Pageant runs each day of 
the pageant from 4-7 p.m. at the 
Bishop’s Storehouse, 90 N. Main 
in Manti. See page 56 for more 
information.
 Th e Ephraim Co-op is spon-
soring a craft  fair at exhibit hall at 
the Sanpete County Fairgrounds, 
approxim ately 50 W. 500 North. 
Twenty-six vendors will sell em-
broidered shirts, treats and other 
LDS items. Th e fair is open to the 
public on all days of the pageant 
from 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Visitors 
can enjoy a picnic at the pavilion 
next door.

Major attractions
 Th e Historic Manti City Hall 
at 191 N. Main is open weekdays 
from 2-6 p.m. and includes visitor 
information and a small muse-
um. Th e beautiful building was 
constructed in the Italianate style 
and is one of the oldest city halls 
in Utah.
 The Pioneer Dugout at 400 
N. 300 East in Manti was built 
for Manti’s sesquicentennial cele-
bration and is a representation of 
over 20 primitive dwellings built 
into nearby cliff s, where settlers 

of Manti spent their fi rst year.
 Th e Mormon Pioneer Heri-
tage Gardens are located across 
Highway 89 from the temple and 
feature a refl ecting pool, meander-
ing walkways with park benches, 
an amphitheater, finely crafted 
statues and beautifully groomed 
landscaping. The gardens were 

dedicated in 2012 and represent 
the pioneer values of faith, edu-
cation, cooperation and industry.

For the active
 Cool off  during pageant days 
at the Manti City Aquatic Center, 
located at 64 W. 500 North. Open 
swim is noon to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. With a water-
slide, whirlpool, wading pool and 
lap pool, the whole family will fi nd 
something to enjoy. Admission is 
$3 per person.
 Located one mile up the can-
yon road from Sterling, Palisade 
State Park has activities the whole 
family can enjoy. Play 18 holes of 
golf, paddle and fi sh on Palisade 
reservoir, hike the canyon and 
enjoy OHV trails. Boats, canoes, 
kayaks and fi re pits are available 

to rent. For more information, 
contact park staff  at 835-4653.
 Th e Skyline Mountain Resort 
at 22130 N. 11750 East in Fairview 
has an 18-hole private golf course 
open to the public. Course reser-
vations can also be made.
 For those who enjoy spending 
time in nature, the Hunting-
ton-Eccles Scenic Byway begins 
in Fairview and heads east up 
the canyon on Highway 31. Th e 
route leads to Huntington/Mam-
moth reservoir where fi shing and 
camping is accessible. For more 
information call 427-9590.
 The Snow College Activ-
ity Center at 350 E. Center in 
Ephraim has a variety of activities 
for the entire family. Th e facility 

While in town for pageant, there’s lots to see and do in Manti and surrounding areas

Located across the street from the temple, the Mormon Pioneer Heritage Gardens feature beautifully-manicured 
landscapes

The Daughters of Utah Pioneers 
Museum is located in one of the 
oldest homes in Manti. Continued on page 68
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79 S. MAIN  •  SPRING CITY, UTAH 84662  •  WWW.SPRINGCITYARTS.COM

& STUDIO TOUR

August 30 - September 3, 2016
Painting Competition: Tuesday - Friday

Artist & Collector Reception: Friday, 7:00 p.m.
September 3, 2016

Studio Tours, Art Show & Sale: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Quick Paint Event & Auction: 11:00 a.m.

VISIT WORKING ARTISTS IN THEIR STUDIOS

includes indoor swimming, rac-
quetball courts, indoor tennis 
and volleyball courts, basketball, a 
weight lift ing room, indoor soccer, 
a climbing wall and more. Hours 
are from Monday-Friday, 5:30 
a.m.-10 p.m. and Saturday from 6 
a.m.-6 p.m.

Leisurely activities
 First settled in 1849, Manti has 
more than 100 buildings construct-
ed by pioneer craft smen, more than 
any other city in Utah. Several 
predate the Civil War. Because the 
majority of builders were stone-
masons, most of the structures are 
built of oolite limestone quarried 
from the hills behind the temple. 
Th e Manti Historic Walking Tour 
features 29 of the fi nest examples of 
early architectural design, includ-
ing the Manti Tabernacle and the 
Bishop’s Storehouse. A download-
able, two-page PDF and additional 
tour information can be found at 
www.sanpete.com.
 Built in 1854 by John Patten, 
the home at 300 N. 100 West in 
Manti was lived in continuously 
until 1975 when it fi rst became a 
museum maintained by the Man-
ti Daughters of Utah Pioneers. 
The DUP Museum features the 
main portion of the house, which 
represents the earliest and most 
primitive form of stone masonry 
construction in Utah. Th e walls 
were laid in coursed rubble using 
crude mud mortar. Hours of oper-
ation during the pageant are from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 The Fairview Museum of 
History and Art at 85 N. 100 East 
in Fairview houses a full-scale 
replica of a Columbian mammoth 
unearthed in 1988 while excavat-
ing the Huntington Reservoir. 
Displayed on the walls, visitors 
will fi nd beautiful artwork by lo-
cal artists in addition to artifacts 
and historical data throughout 
multiple buildings on the grounds. 
Hours of operation are from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday.
 Found on old Highway 89, the 
entire town of Spring City is listed 

as a National Register Historic 
District. Th e city was originally 
known as Canal Creek aft er be-
ing settled by James Allred from 
Manti in 1852. Spring City is also 
the fi nal resting place of the early 
apostle and LDS church figure 
Orson Hyde. Visitors can tour the 
city to see pioneer architecture, 
visit art galleries and dine at some 
local hot-spots. 

Continued from page 66
The Robert and 
Elizabeth Johnson 
home is one of 
29 homes, busi-
nesses and public 
buildings listed on 
the Manti Historic 
Walking Tour
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Re  ect

Connect

Explore

...room to breath.

Free Arapeen 
ATV trail map

utahatvtrails.org 

or call 435-835-6877

ASK FOR
FREE MAP!
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Food
 Candies on Main is Central Utah’s premier 
chocolate outlet and gives out free samples 
during the pageant. Located at 58 N. Main in 
Manti, Candies on Main makes amazing fudge, 
haystacks and caramel apples. Stop in for an 
amazing treat today! (435) 835-6246
 Fred’s Sports Grill at 156 S. Main in Manti 
off ers a variety of fast-food favorites, along with 
teriyaki bowls and sandwiches. (435) 835-4871
 Home Plate Cafe is conveniently located in 
Fairview at 215 N. State. Open 6am-10pm. Spe-
cializing in quality homemade food at aff ordable 
prices, also serving breakfast all day every day. 
Th is stop will defi nitely be added to your yearly 
su mmer to do list! (435) 427-9300
 JoMae’s Country Kitchen (on Facebook) 
is located 12 miles south of Manti at 10 W. 100 
North in Mayfi eld. Th ey off er amazing home-
cooked meals at reasonable prices. Stop in and 
try their 14 oz. or 16 oz. rib-eye steak. (435) 
528-3788
 Little Caesar’s, 462 N. Main in Ephraim, 
off ers the franchise’s classic hot-n-ready large 
pepperoni or cheese pizza for $5, and a large 
deep-dish pepperoni with mozzarella and 
Muenster cheese for $8. Th e store will sell pizzas 
curbside every night of the pageant. (435) 283-
4353
 Los Amigos at 3 E. 700 South in Ephraim 
offers traditional homemade Mexican food. 
Call for takeout, or head on in and enjoy one of 
their reasonably priced specials. Th eir chicken 
chimichanga covered in chili verde with rice and 
beans is mouth-watering. (435) 283-5675
 Malena’s Mexican Grill off ers tasty, home-
made Mexican food at 61 S. Main in Ephraim. 

Traditional burritos, tostadas, tacos, salads, 
Mexican soda and horchata are on the menu. 
Try their lunch specials for $5.95. All specials 
come with rice and beans. (435) 283-4425
 Manti House Inn is at 401 North Main in 
Manti and will be serving gourmet wood-fi red 
pizza nightly in front of their establishment. 
Please stop by and enjoy our one-of-a-kind pizza 
before attending the pageant. (435) 835-0161
 Miller’s Drive-In at 227 N. Main in Manti 
is one of Central Utah’s favorite old-fashioned 
drive-ins. Come in and try a hamburger on a 
house-baked bun, a kid’s meal or your choice of 
hard ice cream or milkshake. (435) 835-4931
 Roy’s Pizza and Pasta at 81 S. Main in 
Ephraim is family owned and operated since 
1986. Th ey specialize in delicious pizza, calzones, 
pasta, sandwiches, breads and salads prepared 
to your taste. Options include dine-in, delivery, 
take-out and catering. (435) 283-4222
 Satisfi ed Ewe at 350 N. Main in Ephraim 
is an excellent choice for homemade soups, 
sandwiches, country fried steak and delicious 
homemade pies. Stop by and relax in the cute 
cowboy décor café. (435) 835-6364
 Snow Dragon at 413 S. Main in Ephraim 
is the county’s favorite Chinese restaurant and 
off ers lunch specials starting at $5.45. For a spe-
cial dinner, enjoy their Mongolian Th ree-Delight 

special. (435) 283-6868
 Subway at 290 S. Main in Ephraim special-
izes in breakfast and lunch options. Try the new 
egg-white breakfast sandwich, including steak, 
egg white and cheese. Th ere are more than a 
dozen fresh sandwich options, salads, even a 
side of guacamole. Lobby open until 12:00 a.m. 
and drive-thru open until 2:00 a.m. 

Lodging
 KAesque at the Yardley Inn is a lovely 
Bed & Breakfast located at 190 S. 200 West in 
Manti. Built before the turn of the century, it 
has an old English warmth and charm. It is 
elegantly furnished with antiques, combining 
the convenience of today with the ambiance of 
the past. Th e Inn is located in a quiet, serene 
neighborhood and radiates an environment of 
pure quality. Come and surround yourself with 
an atmosphere of elegance and rejuvenation. 
(435) 835-1895.
 Willow Creek Inn will allow you to avoid 
the late-night drive home. Located at 450 S. 
Main in Ephraim—just six minutes north of 
the temple—they provide a comfortable, clean, 
convenient and secure room for the night with 
interior hallways, free waffl  e breakfast, elevator, 
outdoor hot tub and guest laundry. Call now. 
(435) 283-4566

Visitor Information
Food and lodging options

Miller’s Drive-In in Manti is one of Central Utah’s favorite old-fashioned drive-ins.

JoMae’s Kitchen in Mayfi eld offers amazing 
home-cooked meals at reasonable prices.
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