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 Utah is enjoying unprecedented national attention this election 
season.
 Within the last two weeks, outlets such as CNN, USA Today 
and the New York Times have featured the Beehive State in stand-
alone news articles. One of the most popular articles of the year 
on FiveTh irtyEight.com, an election prognostication website, was 
a piece about a surging independent candidate in Utah.
 Four years ago, Mitt Romney won the state by nearly 50 points.
 Th is year, three candidates are locked in a tight race for Utah’s 
six electoral votes.
 If Donald Trump, the Republican, loses, it will be the fi rst time 
a GOP presidential candidate has faltered in Utah since 1964.
 And it may well happen. Although Trump has history on his 
side, recent polls fi nd him struggling to garner more than 30 per-
cent support, with Democrat Hillary Clinton and Evan McMullin, 
an independent, following closely behind. One poll showed Mc-
Mullin with a 4-point lead over Trump.
 Trump’s unusual vulnerability in Utah prompted Clinton to 
open an offi  ce in Salt Lake City over the summer. Five new staff ers 
arrived early this week, the Washington Post reported. And Clinton 

has started taking out advertisements on local TV stations.
 Still, the former Secretary of State has never risen above 30 
percent in the polls, and despite a well-received op-ed in the De-
seret News in August, her campaign here has been largely stagnant 
since.
 Instead momentum ap-
pears to be with McMullin, a 
Provo native, former CIA op-
erations offi  cer and former 
policy director for the House 
Republican Conference, who 
declared his candidacy less 
than three months ago. Al-
most overnight, he was re-
ceiving around 10 percent 
support in the polls in Utah. 
Th at support swelled to as 
high as 31 percent in a recent poll. 
 Joel Searby, who manages the McMullin campaign, said the 
support is indicative of Utah’s historically conservative values.
 “[Our] message is resonating especially well in Utah,” he said. 
“[We are] sending a message to the country that it really is time 
for a new generation of leadership.”
 Searby highlighted McMullin’s commitment to business inno-

vation and disdain for government overregulation. Th ese views are 
particularly important, he said, in the context of energy production 
in rural Utah.
 McMullin is supported in his bid by a coalition of eight Utah 
state senators and representatives—all Republicans—who have 
split with the GOP nominee.
 Not among them is Sen. Ralph Okerlund, R-Monroe, who was 
among the earliest and most vocal supporters of Donald Trump. 
Okerlund represents District 24, which includes Sanpete County.
“I am still very much supporting the Trump campaign,” he said. 
“I have to look past character and vote for policy and what it does 
for our state.”
 Okerlund said he felt Trump’s stands on mining, power pro-
duction and manufacturing are issues rural Utahns cannot aff ord 
to overlook when they go to the polls.
 “[We have to] look at what’s good for our country, state, and 
district,” he said. “Where we go in this election will determine what 
our country will be like for a long, long time.”
 Rep. Derrin Owens, R-Fountain Green, who represents most 
of Sanpete County in the House, has not offi  cially endorsed a 
presidential candidate but said he will vote for Trump.
 “Anything but a vote for Trump is a vote for Hillary,” he said. 

Tight four-way race in Utah drawing national attention
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 Voters in Utah’s 2nd Congressional 
District, which includes Sanpete County 
south of Pigeon Hollow Junction, are look-
ing at candidates with sharply diff ering 
views on most  major issues. About the 
only common ground the two share is a 
background as small business owners and 
a personal belief against abortion.
 Running for his third term in Con-
gress, Chris Stewart, a Republican, sits on 
two powerful House committees: Intelli-
gence and Appropriations.
 Perhaps not surprisingly, he believes 
that national security and the state of the 
economy are the issues of most concern to 
his constituents.
 Like several other Utah Republican 
offi  ce holders, he has been in the headlines 
recently for his reversal of  support for 
Donald Trump, who he called “our Mus-
solini” early in the campaign. But Stewart 
says he cannot support Hillary Clinton, 
who he describes as a “liar.” Supporting 
her, he says, would be supporting four more years 
of  Obama politics, which translate to “economic 
malaise, an imperial presidency… (and) interna-
tional chaos.”
 “Conservative principles are the only thing that 
can save the American dream,” he says.

 Stewart grew up in Cache Valley as one of 10 
children. He spent 14 years as an Air Force pilot 
and went on to write 17 books before becoming 
the CEO of the Shipley Group, a small company 
that dealt in environmental policy and energy 
development
 Th e father of six began his fi rst term in the 2nd 

District on Jan. 3, 2013. Since then, some 
of his priorities have included support and 
services for veterans, what he sees as the 
overreach of the federal government with 
regard to land sovereignty and grazing 
rights on federal lands.
    In April 2015, along with Rep. Rob Bish-
op, he founded the Federal Land Action 
Group, which is described as “a congres-
sional team that will develop a legislative 
framework for transferring public lands to 
local ownership and control.”
    In his current campaign, Stewart has 
hammered on the fact that his opponent, 
Charlene Albarran, moved into the 2nd 
District from Park City after filing to 
run for offi  ce. Stewart says the people of 
the district are not her people, not her 
neighbors and she does not represent 
them. (Congressional candidates are not 
required to live in the district they are 

 Two familiar rivals, incumbent Mia Love 
and challenger Doug Owens, are battling for 
U.S. Congress in Utah’s 4th District, which 
includes takes in a good chunk of Sanpete 
County.
 In 2014, Love won the congressional 
seat over Owens and a host of others, gar-
nering 50.9 percent of the vote. Th is year, 
both candidates are running again, joined 
by Constitution Party candidate Collin 
Simonsen, who also ran in 2014.
 The 4th Congressional District was 
drawn in 2012 and comprises a large part 
of southern Salt Lake County, as well as 
parts of Utah, Juab, and Sanpete counties. 
Th e district covers the municipalities of 
Fountain Green, Moroni, Mt. Pleasant, and 
Spring City.
 Th e Owens campaign says the race is 
getting tighter. Th e campaign says a poll it 
took in mid October showed Love leading 
by 10 percentage points.
 Th at’s a marked improvement for Owens, who 
was down as much as 18 points in September, per 
a Salt Lake Tribune-Hinckley Institute poll. 
 “We’ve shown signifi cant movement,” Owens 
campaign spokesperson Taylor Morgan told the Salt 
Lake Tribune recently. “We feel very good about us 

closing late in this race.”
 Owens has spent his career as a business defense 
attorney. Th ough he has not held political offi  ce 
before, he is the son of the late Wayne Owens, who 
served Utah in Congress two diff erent times, once 
in the 1970s and again in the late 1980s and early 
1990s.
 Love, who got into politics by serving as mayor 

of Saratoga Springs from 2010-14, is no 
stranger to close races. When she fi rst ran 
for the Congress in 2012, she lost to long-
time Congressman Jim Matheson by less 
than 800 votes, roughly 0.3 percent of the 
vote. 
   Th ough separated by party lines, Love 
and Owens share common ground on 
several issues.
     Th e incumbent visited Mt. Pleasant last 
Tuesday, Oct. 18 and spoke with a number 
of local veterans at the Mt. Pleasant Senior 
Center. 
     “I am absolutely unapologetic about my 
position on veterans’ issues,” Love told the 
Messenger during an interview while she 
was in the county. 
     “I fi rmly believe in respecting and hon-
oring the men and women who have served 

our country. Th ere are so many of us who 

“I have to look 

past character and 

vote for policy”
Sen. Ralph Okerlund
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Rep. Mia Love, who is seeking election to a second 

term in the 4th Congressional District, addresses local 

veterans at the Mt. Pleasant Senior Center on Tuesday, 

Oct. 18. 
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Charlene Albarran, Democrat running for Congress in 

the 2nd District, landed her private airplane at the Man-

ti-Ephraim Airport during a campaign stop in Sanpete 

County. She formerly ran an airplane rental company in 

Salt Lake City. 
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Doug Owen, a Salt Lake City attorney and a Democrat, 

is making his second run against Mia Love. This photo 

was taken in front of the Manti City Library during his 

2014 campaign. 
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Incumbent Chris Stewart , shown here in his Salt Lake City 

district offi  ce, is seeking his third term in Congress. The 

former Air Force pilot and small business owner serves 

on the House Intelligence and Appropriations committee. 
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 MT. PLEASANT—Residents 
of Mt. Pleasant will be voting on 
a local proposition this year—a 
proposal to add a 2.25 percent 
“local charge,” essentially a fran-
chise fee, to electricity and natural 
gas bills to help cover operational 
costs for a municipal acquatics 
center.
 If voters pass the proposition, 
know as Proposition 7, it will add 
$1.67 per month to the average 
Mt. Pleasant electric bill and 
$1.80 per month to the average 
Questar natural gas bill, says 
Monte Bona, director of the Mt. 
Pleasant Community Develop-
ment and Renewal Agency and 
a member of the Aquatic Center 
Committee. 
 Th e local charge would gen-
erate approximately $105,000 to 
keep the pool open and heated 
all year long or at least most of 
the year. “We’ll run the pool for 
as many months of the year as we 
can,” Bona says. 
 “We have done extensive 
fi nancial analysis on this project 
with the help of BYU’s Recreation 
Department and have concluded 
that, no matter what, the city has 
the money to build the pool and 
operate the pool from Memorial 

Day to Labor Day, even if the 
proposition doesn’t pass,” he 
says. 
  “We are designing it in a way 
so we could operate it like Man-
ti’s pool and close down during 
wintertime if we can’t aff ord to 
keep it open year round.” 
 Under Utah law, a “local 
charge” is essentially a franchise 
fee. Such a fee is the way a utility 
compensate a municipality for 
giving the utility a monopoly 
and permitting it to run pipe or 
overhead lines in city rights of 
way. 
 The current franchise fee 
on electricity and natural gas 
bills in Mt. Pleasant is 6 percent, 
which goes into city coff ers for 
use where it is needed, such as to 
support the police department 
or power department. Passage 
of Proposition 7 would raise 
cumulative fee on utility bills to 
8.25 percent. 
 However, proceeds from the 
Prop 7 local charge will be ear-
marked. “We want to emphasize 
that Prop 7 is strictly about keep-
ing the pool open all year round,” 
Bona says. “Th e money it would 
bring in would not be used for 
anything else.”
 Th e city mailed a brochure 
to all households making a case 
for the aquatics center and the 
proposition. “For more than 20 

years, citizens of Mt. Pleasant 
contributed to a fund to build 
a new swimming pool, based 
solely on the hope that someday 
that dream would come true,” the 
pamphlet says.
 “Th e lack of a modern, en-
closed, year-round swimming 
pool facility has deprived our 
children of the opportunity to 
have swimming lessons in their 
own community, deprived both 
North Sanpete High School and 
Wasatch Academy of the oppor-
tunity to have a pool for com-
petitive swim teams, deprived 
senior citizens of the opportunity 
to have low-impact water ther-
apy exercise programs close to 
home, and deprived families of 

the opportunity to have water 
recreation on a regular basis year-
round without having to drive to 
some distant facility.”
 While charges for use won’t 
be determined until the facility 
is built, the pamphlet says the 
utility charge “will enable the city 
to charge Mt. Pleasant residents 
less for their usage compared to 
users from outside the city.”
 “Th e Swimming Pool/Aquat-
ic Center Committee believes 
that this is the best, least intrusive 
and fair way to give Mt. Pleasant a 
year-round pool that the city has 
been striving toward for so many 
years,” the pamphlet concludes. 
“We strongly urge Mt. Pleasant 
citizens to vote ‘yes’ on Proposi-

tion 7.”
 Wasatch Academy has com-
mitted $30,000 per year to the 
center, but only if it is open 
through the entire school year so 
Wasatch students can use it.
 Bona says that if the propo-
sition passes, the city intends to 
use the $30,000 from Wasatch to 
make the biggest part of a $48,000 
bond payment on a $1 million 
loan the city has taken out with 
the Community Impact Board 
(CIB).
 The CIB was essential in 
funding the aquatics center, 
Bona says. Between a 30-year, 
zero-interest $1 million loan and 
a $1 million grant, the bulk of 
construction funding came from 

the CIB.
 Bona says the city also re-
ceived a generous donation of 
$300,000 worth of in-kind exca-
vation and site work from Branch 
Cox, owner of MKJ Construction 
of Fairview.
 After the North Sanpete 
School Board donated land for 
the aquatic center on the site 
of the former Mt. Pleasant El-
ementary School, and adding 
in 20 years worth of funds the 
community had been saving, the 
goal of getting a swimming pool 
in Mt. Pleasant has a clear green 
light.
 But there are opponents to 
the 2.25 percent local charge.
 Former Mt. Pleasant City 
Councilman Jeff McDonald 
published a letter to the editor 
in the Mt. Pleasant Pyramid 
explaining why he will vote “no” 
on Proposition 7.
 “Prop 7 IS about raising Mt. 
Pleasant City resident’s utility 
bills again, (electricity and gas),” 
McDonald wrote. He contended 
the proposition amounted to 
exchanging a “need,” being able 
to heat homes and cook our 
meals, for a “want,” being able to 
swim in a pool  “close by” year 
round.  

B2 Sanpete Messenger Thursday, October 27, 2016

ROBERT STEVENS

Youngster reaches out of car window to drop her mom’s ballot in the drive-up ballot drop out-

side the Sanpete County Courthouse in Manti. Ballots can be dropped at drive-up boxes at the 

courthouse, and at the Mt. Pleasant, Ephraim and Gunnison city halls up to 8 p.m. on Election Day. 

Vote 

Amy Willden
Sanpete County 

Treasurer
• Republican Party Endorsed  

 Candidate

• Proudly and Effi  ciently  

 Serving as Treasurer

• Over 13 years Experience 

 in the Finance Industry

• Committed to Sanpete County

• Strong Family Ties to the 

 County

 I have enjoyed serving the residents of Sanpete County over the last year. 
I have learned and grown tremendously through training as well as guidance 
from past county treasurers. I feel confi dent in my knowledge and skills per-
taining to the position. I love Sanpete County. My husband and I feel blessed 
to be able to raise our children in this beautiful valley. 
 I appreciate the support that I have received from all of you and ask for 
your continued support in the upcoming election. 
 Th ank you.

Mt. Pleasant will vote on charge for pool operations

“Somehow we need to unite our 
party; we’re divided within.”
It’s that division within the 

party that the Clinton camp is 
working aggressively to exploit. 
“I’m really excited to see that 
Utah is not pulling for Trump,” 

Serenity Kimball, chairwoman 
of Sanpete County Democrat-
ic Party, said. “A lot of other 
conservative states have just 

(Continued from B1)
Presidential race
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Artist’s rendition of proposed acquatics center.
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swallowed the bitter pill and 
said, ‘Okay, we’re going to go 
for this.’”
 Kimball said Trump’s low 
support in Utah has been “very 
helpful in getting Democrats in 
the state excited to vote.” And 
while acknowledging the pri-
macy of the Republican Party 
in deeply conservative San-
pete County, she said Clinton 
represents the best choice for 
voters who have a long-term 
perspective.
 “Issues of renewable energy 
are going to be important in the 
long run,” Kimball said. “I know 
we have a lot of miners who 
have concerns about pushing 
toward renewable energy, but 
I think in the long run that is 
something that is going to aff ect 
us all. We need to have some 
kind of long-term vision.”
 No presidential race in 
recent memory has attract-
ed candidates in both major 
parties who are so profoundly 
unpopular, both in Utah and 
the nation. 
 For more than a year, Clin-
ton has been embroiled in 
a communications scandal 
that peaked in March when 
WikiLeaks released more than 
30,000 emails and email at-
tachments implicating her for 

improper use of an email server 
during her time as secretary of 
state. No charges were filed, 
but FBI Director James Comey 
criticized Clinton for being 
“extremely careless.”
 Trump has never been very 
popular in Utah. He fi nished 
last in the Utah Republican 
caucuses. Many Mormon vot-
ers are concerned about the 
ramifi cations his proposed ban 
on Muslim immigration would 
have for religious freedom.
 But the issue that has given 
the Trump campaign the most 
heartburn has been a leaked 
video in which Trump appeared 
to condone sexual assault of 
women. The clip prompted 
Gov. Gary Herbert and Rep. 
Jason Chaffetz, along with 
several nationally prominent 
Republicans, to withdraw their 
endorsements of Trump.
 Several third-party candi-
dates—Libertarian Gary John-
son and Jill Stein of the Green 
Party among them—have tried 
to make a play for voters disil-
lusioned with the major party 
candidates. 
 But it has been latecomer 
McMullin who has made the 
biggest impact, at least in Utah, 
scoring a string of endorse-
ments and attracting a signif-

icant local following on social 
media. 
 Typical of McMullin’s views 
are his statements to the San-
ta Monica (Calif.) Observer.  
“Donald Trump is an absolutely 
horrendous, terrible candidate. 
He has no business representing 
the Republican Party or being 
President of the United States,” 
McMullin said. And, he told the 
newspaper, “Republicans are 
putting power and party over 
principal and country.” Th ose 
views seem to resonate with 
many Utah voters. 
 McMcMullin, who is on the 
ballot or is a registered write-
in in about a dozen states, has 
promoted a long-shot scenario 
under which neither Trump nor 
Clinton get a majority of the 
Electoral College, but he wins at 
least some electoral votes. Th at 
would throw the election to the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
where the Republican majority 
could reject Trump and elect 
McMulllin. 
 Some strategists are predict-
ing high turnout for the Nov. 8 
election. Th e unusual campaign 
has already featured two of the 
three most watched presidential 
debates in history and an almost 
ubiquitous presence in popular 
culture. 

(See “Prop 7” on B7)
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Voter information
 Here are some facts about how to participate in what is 
projected to be an historic election:
If you’re not registered

 • You can still register in person at the Sanpete County 
clerk’s offi  ce, or online at vote.utah.gov. through next Mon-
day (Oct. 31). 
 • To register on-line, you must have a Utah driver’s 
license showing the same address you’re living at now. 
 • If you register by Oct. 31, you will receive a ballot in 
the mail. 
 • If you don’t register by Oct. 31, you can still register 
in person at the clerk’s offi  ce though Election Day, Nov. 8. 
You’ll be handed your ballot at the time you register. 
 • If you register aft er Oct. 31, you will receive a pro-
visional ballot, which means your address and other in-
formation will be verifi ed aft er the election. Based on the 
verifi cation, the clerk will decide if your ballot counts. 
If you’re registered but have not received your ballot

 • Call the Sanpete County clerk’s offi  ce at 835-2131. 
If you have your ballot

 • You may mail it in the envelope provided. Be sure to 
place a fi rst class stamp on it. It must be postmarked no later 
than Monday, Nov. 7, the day before Election Day. If you 
take it to the post offi  ce on Nov. 7, ask the postal worker to 
“hand stamp” it to be sure it gets the right post mark. 
  • You may drop your ballot in the drive-up ballot boxes 
outside the courthouse in Manti (south side of building), 
the Mt. Pleasant City Hall, the Ephraim City Hall and 
the Gunnison City Hall. Ballots can be deposited up to 8 
p.m. on Election Day.  No postage is required if using one 
of the drop boxes.
 • You can drop your ballot off  in person at the clerk’s 
offi  ce up to 8 p.m. on Election Day.
 • An election machine is set up outside the clerk’s of-
fi ce in the courthouse lobby. If you prefer, you can vote by 
machine up to 8 p.m. on Election Day. 
If you need to vote absentee

 • Call the clerk’s offi  ce at 835-2131 to arrange for an 
absentee ballot. 

THE STEADY HAND 
OF LEADERSHIP

Paid for by Herbert for Governor

 Strengthening Utah’s economy

 Championing education

 Keeping taxes low

 Fighting federal overreach

 Th e race for Utah governor boils down to making big changes or 
keeping the status quo in state government. 
 Gov. Gary Herbert, who has served since August 2009, is the 
Republican incumbent. His Democratic challenger is businessman 
Mike Weinholtz.
 Herbert was lieutenant governor under Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. 
Herbert stepped up to the governor’s offi  ce aft er Huntsman resigned 
to serve as U.S. ambassador to China. 
 Herbert won reelection in 2012 over Peter Cooke, 69-28 percent. 
He is now seeking election to his third term.
 Weinholtz is the CEO of CHG Healthcare Services, a medical 
company based in Holladay, Salt Lake County. Under Weinholtz, CHG 
Healthcare was nationally recognized as a top workplace, and in 2014, 
Weinholtz was named CEO of the Year by Utah Business Magazine.
 But Weinholtz started out at the bottom of the ladder. He was a 
third-generation factory worker who earned college degrees through 
night school programs. 
 When Weinholtz saw what he calls “our one-party system” in Utah 
he was prompted to run for governor. But he has a steep uphill climb.
 Currently, Herbert has a 21-point lead over Weinholtz, according 
to the Salt Lake Tribune/Hinckley Institute poll. In some polls, Her-
bert’s lead has been as high as 41 points.
 On the major issues in the election, Herbert and Weinholtz have 
some diff erent perspectives. 
 On economic strength, Herbert is a strong proponent of free-mar-
ket capitalism. “Government doesn’t create jobs, businesses do,” 
Herbert says. 
 Th e governor says he has reduced the number of state employees 
relative to Utah’s population and increased government effi  ciency 24 
percent.
 Weinholtz says job creation alone will not solve Utah’s economic 
problems. For instance, he supports raising the minimum wage.
 “Th e strength of our economy should be measured by more than 
just the number of jobs and unemployment rate. We need to create 
better jobs that pay a living wage, off er good benefi ts, and allow work-
ing families to get ahead,” he says. 
 “But every day, hundreds of thousands of Utahns are paid min-
imum wage. Tax breaks, weak regulations and low wages are not 
bringing good jobs to Utah. We have enough $10 an hour jobs, but 
what we need is more $10,000 a month jobs.”
 Weinholtz and Herbert diverge in their positions on education as 
well.
 Weinholtz points out that Utah, as it has for some time, ranks last 
in the country in per-pupil spending in public schools. He also cites a 
statistic showing three out of four high school graduates are not ready 
for college. 
 Weinholtz’s platform calls for increasing funding for public 
schools, raising Utah teacher salaries and increasing funding for STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) programs. 

MATT HARRIS

Gov. Gary Herbert and Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox join staff  of Barclay 

Mechanical in Manti during his campaign visit on Thursday, Oct. 

13. The governor is in a suit in the middle of the front row. Lt. Gov. 

Cox is at the end of the front row on the right. 
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Democratic gubernatorial candidate Mike Weinholtz speaks to a rally of women at the Utah State Capitol.

Choosing status quo or big changes
 “Th e governor and Legislature will pat themselves on the back 
for a 3 percent bump in K-12 education funding this past session,” 
Weinholtz says, “but this is not nearly enough to give our students and 
educators the resources they need to succeed and still doesn’t return 
funding to pre-recession levels.”
 Herbert is a strong proponent of turning control of education stan-
dards back to Utah’s school districts. He does not believe in Common 
Core.
 Despite the low funding per pupil, a result of the high child-to-tax-
payer ratio, what matters most is results, the governor says. Utah, 
Herbert claims, is above average in the nation in many respects, 
including ACT scores among high school juniors, and science and 
reading performance among eighth graders.
 As the underdog, Weinholtz has been the more vocal critic of 
his opponent. In a televised debate in Logan last month, Weinholtz 
criticized the governor’s position on Medicaid expansion, minimum 
wage and getting federal lands under state control. Weinholtz has 
openly accused Herbert of taking back lands and then plotting to sell 
them, an allegation the governor has repeatedly dismissed. 
 In contrast, Herbert, whose advertising emphasizes his “steady 
hand of leadership,” has mostly chosen to cite his accomplishments 
as governor. 

By Matt Harris
matthew@sanpetemessenger.com

Staff writer
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Mike Lee, Republican

 Mike Lee, a lawyer and BYU graduate, 
was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2010 aft er 
defeating longtime Sen. Bob Bennett in the 
state Republican convention.
 Lee is known as an ultraconservative in 
the Senate, sponsoring bills that seek to limit 
the Patriot Act, to limit powers of the presi-
dent and to balance the federal budget.
 “A government that tries to do too many things can end up stifl ing 
human cooperation instead of enabling it. Big government turns 
citizens into supplicants, capitalists into cronies, and cooperative 
communities into competing special interests,” he says. 
 “In a free and civil society, your success depends on how well 
you serve others. In a society dependent on big government, success 
is determined by how many votes you can buy with other people’s 
money.”
 A fi scal conservative, he has sponsored 45 bills of his own, in-
cluding bills to cut federal spending, balance the federal budget and 
reform the tax code.
 He is a cosponsor of the Sentencing Reform and Corrections 
Act, a criminal justice reform bill which, Lee says, “expands judicial 
discretion, so judges can treat off enders like human beings, not sta-
tistics, and punish them according to their particular circumstances, 
instead of indiscriminate bureaucratic guidelines. 
 It broadens the federal “safety valve”— a provision that allows 
federal judges to sentence a limited number of off enders below 
mandatory minimums.
 Lee also introduced and helped pass the USA Freedom Act, 
which banned the bulk collection of domestic telephone and email 
records.
 He is a staunch opponent of Obamacare and was one of the 
orchestrators of a 16-day government shutdown in 2013 arising out 
of eff orts to defund the program.
 He currently serves on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources, 
Armed Services, Judiciary and Joint Economic committees.
 Lee lives in Alpine, Utah County, and is married with three 
children.

Misty K. Snow, Democrat

 Misty Snow lives in Salt Lake County, is 
from a working-class family and works as a 
cashier at a Harmon’s supermarket.
 Th e fi rst transgender nominee from a 
major party to run for a U.S. Senate seat, Snow, 
31, is relatively unknown even in the ranks of 
the Democratic Party. She beat out Jonathan 
Swinton, 59-40 percent, in a primary to cinch 
the Democratic nomination.
 Her legislative priorities are cleaning up Utah’s air so that Utah 
children can breathe easy; fi ghting for paid maternity leave so that 
mothers can aff ord to nurture their children in the fi rst few crucial 
months of life; and making healthcare and medications aff ordable.
 She says she wants to raise the minimum wage to a living wage 
and end corporate welfare so that hardworking Americans can feed 
their families. 
 She has promised to advocate on behalf of the working class, 
women, people of color and the LGBT community instead of “rep-
resenting the greed of corporations.”
 Snow feels she can represent the disillusioned and disenfran-
chised having grown up in poverty and struggled for the basics of 
life.
 “Our country is failing its citizens on issue aft er issue. Congress is 
able but unwilling to act on these issues because Congress primarily 
consists of people who have never been poor and do not understand 
the needs of the lower and middle classes,” she says.
 “Th ere are some who claim Utah is not ready for a candidate like 
me, but I strongly disagree,” she says. “Utah is not only ready but in 
desperate need of a senator exactly like me. We cannot wait for others 
to give us equality. We have to claim equality for ourselves.”
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Mike Lee - (R)

Misty Snow - (D)

Bill Barron - (unaffi  liated)

Stoney Fonua - (IAP)

US SENATE  

U.S. Senate

Bill Barron, 
of Salt Lake City, is running 
as an unaffi  liated candidate for U.S. 
Senate. He describes himself as a 
single-issue candidate whose goal is 
to send a message to Washington that 
Utah wants an eff ective, nonpartisan 
solution to climate change.

Stoney Fonua, 
of Magna, is seeking election to 
the U.S. Senate on the Independent 
American Party ticket. Th e IAP is a 
right-wing party focused on preserving 
individual rights and protecting the 
unborn. He advocates using taxpayer 
money to create insurance vouchers 
that would enable citizens to pay for 
their own health insurance and college 
educations. He advocates the two-part 
“peace” rule: “Do not do anything to hurt girls or women. And 
do not blame others for what happens to you.” 

U.S.  Congress

Collin Simonsen, 
of West Jordan, is an attorney 
running for U.S. Congress in Con-
gressional District 4 (Sanpete County 
north of Pigeon Hollow Junction). He 
is affi  liated with the Constitution Party, 
a right-wing party that emphasizes the 
sanctity of life, religious liberty, family 
and private property rights. Among 
Simonsen’s top issues are controlling fed-
eral spending and passing the balanced-budget amendment.   

Paul J. McCollam Jr., 
of Abraham, Millard County, 
is running for U.S. Congress on the 
Constitution Party ticket in Congres-
sional District 2 (Sanpete County south 
of Pigeon Hollow Junction). He worked 
for nearly 30 years as a mechanic for the 
Intermountain Power Service Corp. in 
Millard County. Th e Messenger found no 
information about his positions on-line. 

Governor 

Superdell, 
(as he calls himself) 
Schanze, 
of American Fork, is running 
for governor for the third time. He ran 
in 2008 as a Libertarian, in 2010 as a 
Republican and is running this election 
as an Independent American. Schanze, 
the former owner of Totally Awesome 
Computers, believes that “righteousness 
can solve every problem in the world.” He is pro-life and an 
advocate of Second Amendment gun rights.

Brian Kamerath, 
of Taylorsville, is running for 
governor as a Libertarian candidate. 
Kamerath says that if elected he will im-
mediately ask for a 50 percent reduction 
in his salary. Beyond that he says merely 
that he is an opponent of big government 
and supports individual liberty. 

Attorney General 
Sean Reyes, 
of Cottonwood Heights, was 
appointed by the governor in 2013 to 
fi ll the unexpired term of John Swallow 
aft er Swallow resigned from offi  ce. He 
is now running for his fi rst full term. 
His earlier Democratic opponent, Jon 
Harper, dropped out of the race for 
health reasons, although Harper’s name 
remains on the Sanpete ballot. Reyes is a 
graduate of the BYU law school. Before 
being appointed attorney general, he was a partner in the Salt 
Lake City fi rm of Parsons, Behle and Latimer. 

Michael Isbell, 
of Ogden, is running for attorney 
general on the Independent America 
Party ticket. Th e party supports right-
wing positions. He has been a member 
of the Utah State Bar for 23 years. He 
has also served in the U.S Army and 
founded a charter school for disadvan-
taged children. He is opposed to the core 
curriculum in education, gun control, 
minimum wage laws, public lands, the war on drugs and the 
Aff ordable Care Act.

W. Andrew McCullough, 
of Utah County, who is running 
for attorney general as a Libertarian, has 
a private law practice in Salt Lake Coun-
ty. He has practice civil and criminal law 
for 40 years and is a former ACLU board 
member.  He is concerned about what he 
says is the ever-expanding power of the 
state and its infringement on individual 
civil liberties.

State Auditor
Jared Green, 
of West Jordan,  is running 
for state auditor on the Independent 
American Party ticket. The website 
www.noneoft heabove.us, which profi les 
minor-party candidates, says Green 
has worked for FedEx and Napa Auto 
Parts. Green says he will serve as auditor 
without pay pledges to let Utahns know 
“where, and what their (tax) money is 
spent on in Utah.” He says he will sup-
port legislation to prevent “Crony Capitalist quid pro quos.”

State Treasurer
Richard Proctor, 
of Sandy, is running for state trea-
surer on the Constitution Party ticket. 
In a Utah County voter guide published 
by the Daily Herald of Provo he lists his 
occupation as “retired economist” and 
says he would work to ensure Utah stops 
accepting federal monies. “We need to 
get off  the federal dole,” he says. “We 
must get our sovereignty back,” he says.

UTAH STATE AUDITOR 

Jared Green - (IAP)

John Dougall, Republican

 Incumbent State Auditor John Dougall 
says he is a fi scal conservative who is com-
mitted to fi scal discipline, limited govern-
ment and accountability. Dougall describes 
himself as the taxpayer’s watchdog, working 
to ensure tax dollars are spent legally, effi  -
ciently and eff ectively.
 Dougall believes the state auditor should 
provide the public with an independent evaluation of fi nancial 
operations, statutory compliance and performance management 
in state and local government. 
 Dougall lives in Highland, Utah County. He served in the 
Utah Legislature for 10 years, where he co-sponsored the largest 
tax cut in Utah history. He takes credit for helping protect Utah’s 
AAA bond rating and its ranking as best-managed state in the 
nation.

John Dougall - (R)

Richard Proctor - (C)

David Damschen, 
Republican

 David Damschen was appointed state 
treasurer in 2015 aft er the elected treasurer 
resigned to pursue another career opportu-
nity. Prior to his appointment, he had been 
chief deputy state treasurer for seven years. 
 He says during his tenure his offi  ce has 
safeguarded the state’s AAA bond rating, overseen the investment 
of $12 billion in public funds, and enhanced the effi  ciency of state 
treasury processes. 
 Damschen has a degree in fi nance and 20 years of experience 
in banking with AmericaWest Bank and U.S. Bank. He says he 
is singularly qualifi ed to maintain the tradition of excellence for 
which the Utah State Treasurer’s Offi  ce is known.

UTAH STATE TREASURER 

David Damschen - (R)
Neil A. Hansen - (D)

Neil A. Hansen,
Democrat

 Neil Hansen of Ogden is a third-gen-
eration Utahn. He served in the Utah Leg-
islature from 1999 to 2010, where he was 
involved in approving the state’s $12 billion 
dollar budget. 
 He also worked on legislation involving 
government operations, business and labor, transportation, 
economic development, and retirement.
 Hansen says he is committed to integrity and to “doing what’s 
right.” As state treasurer, he would stand ready to answer hard 
questions about accountability, to provide checks and balances, 
and to make sure money is protected and spent wisely, regardless 
of political party affi  liation or infl uence. 
 He says the Utah State Treasurer’s Offi  ce has been run by 
Republicans for 40 years, and it’s time for a change. 

Mike Mitchell - (D)

Mike Mitchell, Democrat

 Mike Mitchell, who lives in West Valley 
City, served in the U.S Army as a fi nance 
officer, instructor, project manager and 
auditor. He has a bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting. 
 His career has spanned such assign-
ments as accountant, fi nancial manager, 
controller and corporate accounting man-
ager.
  As state auditor, Mitchell says he will safeguard tax dollars, 
hold state offi  cials accountable for the use of funds and work to 
stop the waste of money on frivolous lawsuits.
 He says he committed to independent oversight of govern-
ment expenditures and to openness in government. 

Major-party candidates who have no
 major-party opposition, 

and minor-party candidates

Paul J. McCollam Jr - (C)

Collin Simonsen - (C)
Andrew McCullough - (L)

Michael Isbell - (IAP)

Sean Reyes - (R)

Brian Kamerath - (L)

Superdell Schanze - (IAP)

PLEASE



Amy L. Willden, 
Republican

 Amy Willden was born and raised 
in Mt. Pleasant and now lives in Spring 
City. She was appointed as treasurer by 
a Sanpete County Republican caucus last 
December aft er the elected treasurer re-
signed. She is now running for the offi  ce. If 
elected, she would complete four years of the former treasurer’s 
six-year term. 
 “One of my biggest concerns is that the Treasurer’s Offi  ce 
function effi  ciently and that we are as helpful as possible to 
Sanpete citizens,” she says. “Th is has been a goal of mine since 
I took offi  ce. I will continue to work and improve on that goal.”
 “I have grown and learned so much this past year through 
training,  hands-on experience and  the guidance from past 
treasurers. I have more than 13 years experience in the fi nance 
industry, and have the qualifi cation and experience to do this 
job,” she says.
 Prior to her appointment, Willden worked in the Treasurer’s 
Offi  ce as the only full-time deputy treasurer. She has also worked 
in banks and credit unions. And she was deputy treasurer for 
Mt. Pleasant City for several years.
 “All of these jobs have contributed to my experience and 
have prepared me to be the county treasurer for another four 
years. I have a friendly and outgoing personality that makes for 
a pleasant visit to the Treasurer’s Offi  ce,” she says.
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Prepare for pollsters and surveys
 Pollsters and political observers are beginning to view Utah as a 
swing state. As such, voters in the state, who have traditionally voted 
for conservative candidates, are garnering national interest.
 “Utah is playing an important role in this year’s election,” Dr. David 
Magleby, a BYU political scientist and president of the Utah College 
Exit Polls, said. “We expect that Utahns asked to take part in the exit 
poll will be eager to help.”
 Utah College Exit Polls will visit polling places throughout the 
state and ask one in three voters to complete a 10-minute survey on 
how they voted and their opinions on a variety of hot issues. Voters 
will also be asked for some information about themselves.
 Forty thousand randomly selected voters will also be contacted 
by phone and mail and asked to complete the same survey, making 
this year’s exit polls the most comprehensive ever, Magleby said.
 Utah College Exit Polls, which conducts Utah’s only exit poll, will 
make results available to local and national news media on Election 
Night.

Carl R. Albrecht, 
Republican

 Carl Albrecht of Richfi eld is running for 
the seat in the Utah House of Representatives 
that was vacated when Kay McIff  retired. 
 Albrecht has lived in Sevier County for the 
past the last 42 years. He retired from Garkane 
Energy aft er 40 years, including 23 years as 
CEO.
 “Th e biggest issue facing District 70 is the potential closure of coal 
mines in Sevier, Emery and Sanpete counties,” he says. “Th ese possible 
closures would aff ect jobs for miners, the trucking industry and all 
the ancillary services associated with the industry. 
 “Th e local economies would be devastated.   Th e tax base lost. 
Th e impact on counties and school districts would be huge. It would 
destroy local budgets and the overall economies in the area.”
 He says if Hillary Clinton is elected, he is worried that she will close 
coal mines and coal-fi red electric plants, or make things so diffi  cult 
the operations will be forced to close.
 We need to continue to try to educate Eastern politicians and 
Americans generally about Utah’s clean coal and the need for a 
“base-loaded” electric grid that will keep the lights on when the sun 
does not shine and the wind does not blow. “Coal generation can do 
this,” Albrecht says.
 Albrecht has served on the Richfi eld City Council, the Sevier 
County School Board, and the Snow College and Utah College of 
Applied Technology boards of trustees. He is currently serving on 
the Governor’s Rural Partnership Board.
 He is active in is church and enjoys time with his wife, Gail; their 
three children and their spouses; and nine grandchildren.
 He says, “I believe I can bring a common-sense approach to solving 
the people’s problems,” he says. “I would appreciate your vote in this 
election.” 

William Jay Groff , 
Democrat

 Bill Groff  of Moab has been a resident of 
Grand County for more than 50 years. He has 
been a miner, electrician, professional pilot and 
a small business owner.  
 When the market for uranium crashed in 
the 1980s, he and his family started the fi rst 
bicycle shop in Moab. He has been small business owner and operator 
for more than 30 years. 
 “With hard work and a lot of luck, we started a new industry in 
Moab—recreation. Th e rest is history,” he says.
 “I believe the biggest issue facing Emery, Grand, Sanpete and Sevier 
counties is keeping the economy alive. I will introduce legislation to 
help revitalize communities in these counties.” he says.
 Groff  has served on the Grand County Airport Board for more 
than 12 years and as chairman of the board for six years.   In that 
capacity, he deals with county, state and federal offi  cials for funding, 
safety, and planning.
 He is married with two sons.
 “If you elect me, I will work for the people in Emery, Grand, 
Sanpete, and Sevier counties,” he says.

UTAH HOUSE 70 

William Groff  - (D)

Carl Albrecht - (R)

Derrin R. Owens, 
Fountain Green,
Republican

 Derrin Owens of Fountain Green was 
nominated by a Republican caucus and 
appointed by the governor to serve in 
the Utah House of Representatives. He 
fi lled the unexpired term of Jon Cox, who 
resigned to join the governor’s staff . Owens is now running 
for the District 58 seat in his own right and is unopposed. Th e 
district takes in most of Sanpete County and western Juab 
County. Owens is a counselor at Juab High School in Nephi 
and a part-time rancher. See ad Page B2.

MAJOR PARTY CANDIDATES RUNNING UNOPPOSED

UTAH SENATE 24  UTAH HOUSE 58 

Ralph Okerlund - (R)
Derrin Owens - (R)

Ralph Okerlund, 
Monroe,
Republican

 Ralph Okerlund of Monroe, Sevier 
County, is unopposed in his bid for a 
third term in the Utah State Senate. 
District 24 includes Juab, Sanpete, Se-
vier, Piute and Wayne counties and part of Tooele County. 
Okerlund is retired educator, a former mayor of Monroe and a 
former Sevier County commissioner. He is currently majority 
leader of the Senate. 

Steve Lund, Sanpete County Commission candidate
I pledge to support:

• Small business, mining, agriculture and tourism.
• Private property rights, and public access to public lands. 
• Properly educating our children to compete in tomorrow’s 
world is paramount to elevating life and guaranteeing the lon-
gevity of Sanpete County.  Our greatest resource is our children.
• Snow College, North Sanpete and South Sanpete school 
districts have some of the best public educators in Utah and the 
Nation. 
• I encourage the entrepreneurial spirit of the citizens of San-
pete County.  
• We have the ability to elevate ourselves to greater prosperity 
and independence.
 I am anxious to hear your thoughts and concerns.  

Call or email me at (435) 340-0557 
or SjlundforSanpete@gmail.com

SANPETE TREASURER 

Amy Willden - (R)

Whitney Allred - (IAP)

 She is married to Justin Willden, who is originally from 
Ephraim. Th ey have two daughters, Savanna and Emily, and 
one son, Cade.

Whitney R. Allred, 
Independent 
American Party

 Whitney Allred was born, raised, and 
lives in Spring City with his wife and five 
children. 
 Allred’s family has a small farm near 
Spring City where he gained a strong work ethic. He has 
worked as an accountant and treasurer for multiple corpo-
rations, and is currently a deputy treasurer in the Sanpete 
County Treasurer’s Office.
 Allred has worked part-time in the office for nearly 10 
years and gained invaluable and extensive experience in the 
property tax procedures as well as Division of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) procedures.
 He has also served on the Spring City Planning & Zoning 
Commission for six years and is currently serving a four-year 
term on the Spring City Council.  
 Allred has a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Utah 
State University and is looking forward to putting his skills 
to use as full-time county treasurer.



Kim R. Pickett

 Kim Pickett of Gunnison is married to 
Kaye Miller and they are the parents of six 
children, all of whom have attended school 
in the South Sanpete School District. 
 Pickett grew up in Gunnison, worked on 
the family farm, graduated from BYU and has 
been a partner and manager at Gunnison Implement Company for 
28 years.
 “Government overreach dealing with the education of our chil-
dren is one of the biggest issues our schools are facing today,” Pickett 
says. “Th e growth and success of our children has always been my 
number one focus. We need to do that which is best for all children. 
Parents are the most important factor in determining success for our 
children. Th e school board should be supportive of the priorities 
of our parents. Teachers and support staff  at our schools need to 
know the board is behind them and provide them with the means 
necessary to succeed in the classroom.”
 Pickett is currently president-elect of the South Sanpete School 
Board and a member of the UHSAA. Other service includes serv-
ing on the Sanpete County Economic Development Committee, as 
chair of the 6th District Court Selection Committee, GV Business 
Association, Lions, Jaycees, County GOP Vice Chair, Gunnison 
Valley Hospital Board, as a missionary for the LDS church and other 
church callings and with the Sons of the American Legion. 
 Pickett has attended many training sessions dealing with edu-
cational issues.
 “Working with the public daily has helped me understand their 
needs. My motto has always been ‘What is best for our Children? ” 
he says.

Larry K. Jensen

 Larry Jensen of Gunnison says he would 
like to bring a new voice and vision to the 
school board.
 “I’m committed to working to ensure the 
success of the children in our community,” 
Jensen says. “Our students are our future, and 
my highest priority is continuing to develop quality educational 
opportunities for them.
 “Quality education is supported mainly by our teachers, and 
their creativity and innovation in teaching our children is critical 
to the overall growth and development of students. I will work with 
teachers and parents to organize a workable vision of high expec-
tations for student achievement in our school district. Together, we 
will defi ne clear objectives to accomplish this vision. I understand 
the necessity for working well with others.”
 Jensen added, “Th e school board is entrusted with the admin-
istration of educational funds, and I will be vigilant in studying the 
issues faced by our district, listening to input from those in our 
community and school district and making sure that funds will 
be used in the most eff ective and economical way possible. I am 
committed to being available for meetings, phone calls, school visits 
and professional developmental seminars and workshops.”
 As a lifetime resident, business owner and advocate for local 
and state-controlled education, Jensen says he fi rmly believes that 
our children are the future and that we have a common and vested 
interest in assuring that we provide the best quality public education 
we can for our children.
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Kathy Frandsen

Kim R. Pickett

Shalmarie Morley Rich Brotherson

Grant Hansen

Larry K. Jensen

 •    Former PTA President, Secretary &   
 Treasurer
 •    Served on School Community Council
 •    Served on Mt Pleasant City Planning 
 & Zoning Committee
 •    Graduate North Sanpete High School 
 & Snow College
 •    Business Owner 17 years
 •    Licensed Real Estate Agent
 •    Happily married to Rick Goble 18 years
 •    Mother of two school-age children

RE-ELECT

STACEY
GOBLE
to the North
Sanpete
Board of
Education

Vote for Cindy 
Larsen for school 
board District #1 
in the North 
Sanpete 
School District

• North Sanpete resident for 41 years.
• Involved in PTA, Dare program, serve on Drive-
4Food committee, soft ball complex committee, Boy 
Scouts, and as soft ball, baseball and soccer coach. 
• North end chair for the Sanpete Republican Party, 
currently county delegate. 
• North Sanpete High graduate, attended Snow Col-
lege. 
• Employed by H&R Block as tax preparer,  employed 
by Moroni Feed Company in hatchery division for 23 
years, owns business with husband, Kay.
• We have raised seven successful children, and have 
17 grandchildren. I have been attending school board 
meetings.

“I have the time and will be able to work with current board 
members and help make correct choices for our children.”

“I believe we have the greatest students, teachers, and staff . I 
am willing to listen to all of their concerns.”

I ask for your vote in the upcoming election

Steven J. Lund - (R)

Cindy B. Larsen

 Cindy B. Larsen of Mt. Pleasant graduated 
from North Sanpete High School and attended 
Snow College. She worked for the Moroni Feed 
Co. Hatchery Division for more than 23 years. 
For the past eight years, she has been a tax 
preparer for H&R Block. She and her husband, 
Kay, also own a business.
 She has been involved in civic and church committees, including 
Th e Drive for Food Committee. She has coached baseball, soft ball 
and soccer, and has been a PTA volunteer for several years, including 
helping with the DARE program.
 She has been the north end chair for the Republican Party and has 
been a county delegate several times.
 “Th e responsibility of the school board members is to create con-
ditions for learning so all students will succeed,” she says. “I believe 
that I would be able to make the correct choices with the experience 
that I have had throughout my life.”
 Larsen and her husband have raised seven children and now have 
17 grandchildren. She has been attending school board meetings, 
is familiar with the issues the board deals with and is committed to 
serving.
 “North Sanpete has the greatest students, teachers and faculty, and 
I would be willing to listen to any of their concerns,” she says.

Stacey Goble

 Stacey Goble of Mt. Pleasant, an incum-
bent, is a graduate of North Sanpete High 
School and Snow College. She currently holds 
licenses in real estate and cosmetology.  She 
has been active for many years in PTA, her 
school-community council, and other school 
district committees.
 Goble has served on the Mt. Pleasant City Planning and Zoning 
Commission. She has owned and operated her own business for 17 
years. She and her husband, Rick, have two children.
 “I am seeking re-election so that I can make a diff erence in our 
children’s education,” she says. “I believe that we have to be proactive in 
every child’s educational experience, so each one can become college 
and career ready. 
 “We have to give them a safe environment, quality staff  and the 
tools necessary to achieve success. As the mother of two school-age 
children, I see fi rsthand the challenges and triumphs at our schools. I 
can then address these items accordingly. 
 “I always have an open door and listening ear for the patrons of 
our community.  I will be the voice of the community while balancing 
student and staff  needs.  I work hard to make sure we are responsible 
in our spending. and fi nd ways to do more with less.” 
 Goble says she loves serving her community, especially the chil-
dren, and will do her best to uphold high standards while giving the 
children in the school district the best education possible.

NORTH SANPETE SCHOOL 

BOARD #1 

Stacey Goble

Cindy B. Larsen

(Covers Spring City and the eastern part of Mt. Pleasant City)

Steven J. Lund

 Steven J. Lund of Manti was 
nominated for county commis-
sion when he received more 
than 70 percent of the vote at the 
Sanpete County Republican Con-
vention. He is now running un-
opposed. He is a retired engineer 
who worked in the oil industry. 
(See ad Page B5). 

SANPETE COMMISSIONER 
CANDIDATE UNOPPOSED

NORTH SANPETE BOARD POSITIONS (UNOPPOSED)

Grant Hansen

 Grant Hansen of Mayfi eld has worked 
in the Gunnison and Ephraim schools for 
almost 40 years; most recently as principal 
at Gunnison Elementary.   
 Besides having a passion for kids and 
their education, he likes to fi sh, hike, read, 
spend time with his wife, Janet, and do 
everything his grandkids do. 
 “I want my grandkids to enjoy school and be successful.  I 
want the same thing for your children and grandchildren,” he 
says.
 Hansen attended the Gunnison schools, Snow College, BYU 
and Utah State.   He completed numerous education specifi c 
certifi cations and endorsements aft er graduating from college.  
 He has trained teachers at the school, district, state and na-
tional level.  He even presented at Oxford University in England 
about meeting the needs of at-risk children. 
 “My training and job experience give me a wide range of 
skills that will help me be an active and eff ective board member,” 
Hansen says. “I will use my experience, and the relationships I 
have built locally and across the state’s school community, to 
build and strengthen our schools.”
 “I believe in local control of schools.  We know what is best 
for us.   All members of our communities need to be actively 
involved in our schools.  To do that, we need strong communi-
cation between administration, teachers, the school board and 
the community. 
 Hansen added, “As a teacher and principal, I have earned 
the reputation of listening, responding and acting.  I will do the 
same as a board member.  I will use email, Facebook and personal 
contact to share information and elicit your input.   Working 
together, we can accomplish the ultimate goal of education; 
producing competent, successful adults.  If that doesn’t happen, 
we have failed, and we cannot fail.”

Kathy H. Frandsen

 Kathy Frandsen of Centerfi eld was born 
and raised in Gunnison and graduated from 
Gunnison High School. Her parents are 
Redge and Karalyn Hermansen. 
 She is married to Kelly Frandsen and to-
gether they are the parents of fi ve children, 
Darin, Melissa, Ryan, Cutler and Kayli and 
grandparents to four “amazing” grandsons 
and a granddaughter due in November.
 Frandsen believes the biggest issue facing our schools now 
is getting quality teachers because fewer and fewer people are 
choosing to teach as a career. 
 “My highest priority is preparing today’s students for to-
morrow’s challenges and opportunities because educating our 
children is the most important responsibility we have,” Fransen 
says. “We can do this by asking “What’s best for our students” as 
we hire teachers and make decisions.  We need to give our chil-
dren every opportunity to succeed and make certain they obtain 
a quality education through rigorous and relevant curriculum as 
well as technical profi ciencies.”
 She graduated from Stevens-Henager College with a degree in 
accounting.  She has worked in the English Department at BYU, 
the law fi rm of Boland, Mullin and Walsh in Omaha, Nebraska 
and managed the fi nancial aspects of their dental offi  ce for the 
last 30 years.  
 Frandsen was involved in PTA,  community councils, 
and  “What Counts” parent meetings while her children were 
in school.  She served on the Snow College CTE Board and was 
chair of the Superintendent Selection Committee.
 “I believe the most eff ective boards consist of both men and 
women because each brings a diff erent perspective to the table,” 
Frandsen says. “My perspective as a mother gives me a unique 
outlook on how to help the children of our district get the best 
education possible.  I am currently the only woman on the board 
and am also the only woman running for the board.  I believe it 
is important to have a female voice in educating our children. 
 “A school board member has a steep learning curve under-
standing the educational, legal, operational and fi nancial duties 
of overseeing a school district.  My past service, including a term 
as president of the board, has given me the tools I need to be an 
eff ective voice for the people I represent.” 
 

(Covers Sterling, Mayfi eld, Fayette, Centerfi eld and Axtell)

PLEASE

(Covers Gunnison City)

Rich Brotherson

 Rich Brotherson of Mt. Pleasant 
has been a school board member for 
eight years and is presently board 
president. He is seeking reelection in 
District 3, which covers southeastern 
Mt. Pleasant and the Pine Creek area. 
He is a certifi ed public accountant.

Shalmarie Morley

 Shalmarie Morley of Moroni is 
running unopposed in District 2, which 
covers the western part of Mt. Pleasant 
and Moroni. She worked in the corpo-
rate offi  ce of Moroni Feed Co. for many 
years and is presently a real estate agent.



Letter explaining the tax increase

By now you have received your property tax notice with a yellow insert containing information about a 
proposed property tax increase for 2017. We believe it is important for you to know that in 2014 a study 
by SmartAsset.com identifi ed Sanpete County as off ering “Big Bang for Buck” on Property Taxes in Utah 
for using taxes effi  ciently. SmartAsset.com additionally indicated that the tax burden in Sanpete County 
is among the lowest in Utah. Th e County has not raised property taxes since 2004. However, there are 
several compelling reasons why the commissioners have chosen to propose this tax increase for next year. 

1. Over the past many years, with the tax increases implemented by other taxing entities (School Dis-
tricts, Cities, Conservation Districts), the commissioners chose not to follow suit and impose an addi-
tional tax rate increase. Th erefore, necessary but uncovered expenses over the last seven years needed to 
be paid using our reserves. Th ese expenses accounted for approximately $2.5 million over this period. 
Our reserves are now at a critical low, and the ability to cover on-going expenses as well as unexpected 
expenses must be addressed. 

2. Our historically old Courthouse has been one of the expenses that has been a drain on our reserves. 
Very likely there will be expenses associated with this iconic building as well as a focus on the safety and 
security of our county employees and citizens using this building. As you may also be aware, there has 
been an accelerated eff ort by the Sanpete County Fair Board to raise the necessary funds to renovate the 
Fairgrounds. We believe that any shortfall in funding will be minimal if nonexistent; but, again, accessing 
the reserves may be necessary.

3. Of most signifi cance are the unfunded mandates imposed by our State legislature. A program titled 
JRI (Justice Reinvestment Initiative) has caused an additional burden on our ability to charge expenses 
to the State for State Inmates in our jail. Because of the change in classifi cation of crimes, we are housing 
more of our own inmates which is at a cost to the county. Additionally, the State will be studying the issue 
of indigent defense which is anticipated to require county funding appropriated to this issue. Th ere is a 
suit against the State by the ACLU regarding indigent defense, but indigent defense has currently been 
delegated by the State to the Counties. Also, of increased concern is the ever-present uncertainty of the 
Federal Government to fund PILT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) and SRS (Secure Rural Schools) which 
could amount to an approximate $1.5 million shortfall.

4. Services that have benefi ted our citizens through Six-County Association of Governments (which 
includes programs and services for economic and community development, housing, transportation, 
emergency assistance, and human services), Central Utah Public Health, and Central Utah Counseling 
Center, etc., account for over $500,000 of our budget. Th ese services are also increasing in cost; and, as 
we believe they are vital to the health and well-being of our citizens, will require allocating much of the 
increased taxes to cover these services.

Please be mindful that we are sensitive to what a tax increase means to those in our county who are on 
fi xed incomes. It is not our intent to create any undo hardships on our citizens; and we sincerely encour-
age those that may be unduly impacted to seek out the programs that may help, such as tax abatement, 
Veteran Assistance, HEAT, etc.

Sincerely, Sanpete County Commissioners
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running in.)
 First-time political contender Albarran, a Democrat, grew up in 
a small town near Pocatello, Idaho and won the Miss Idaho pageant..
 She studied electrical engineering at Idaho State University and 
ultimately graduated from Boise State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in math and statistics.
 She has spent a lot of time in Mexico with her husband, Roberto, 
developing businesses and starting two charitable foundations for 
the homeless. While in Mexico, she was on the board of directors 
of a Budget Rental Car franchise and a company called Holdinmex, 
which was involved in aviation.
 Th e family returned to the United States and settled in Park City. 
Albarran set up an air fi ltration business and later an airplane rental 
business in Salt Lake City. She has a pilot’s license and, during the 
campaign, has fl own her own plane to events around the district. 
 Albarran has two adult sons and two granddaughters and speaks 
fl uent Spanish.
 She has focused on groups in the Hispanic, African-American, 
Tongan and other minority communities and says she represents the 
underrepresented.
 She supports affordable health care including expansion of 
Medicaid in Utah, aff ordable childcare, access to quality education 
including lower interest rates on college student loans, paid paternity 
and maternity leave and adopting a $12 per hour minimum wage.
 “I want to give hope to people who can’t aff ord medical care...and 
to protect social security and Medicare,” she says.
 She proposes to work along bipartisan lines but, like her opponent, 
criticizes the policies and track record of the other party.
 “Congress is not working. We need a change,” she says.
 As refl ected by the following issues, the two candidates have 
campaigned largely along party lines.

 Federal defi cit
 Neither  candidate has much in the way of solutions for $19.7 
trillion national debt.
 Albarran believes there is a lot of waste and that some people 
receiving government aid are taking advantage of the system. She 
believes that addressing these issues, along with closing loopholes in 
the tax system, could make a major impact.
 Stewart believes that the Republican Party has the answer and has 
held the line on the national debt since taking control of Congress in 
2010.
 “Elect more Republicans to Congress,” he says.

 Bears Ears
 Albarran supports the designation of Bears Ears as a national 
monument to preserve what she calls the “history of humankind.”
 “It is the most important unprotected land in the United States 
today,” she says. “It is not a Utah issue; it’s a national issue, maybe even 
a world issue.”
 However, Albarran says she would be willing to work on a bipar-
tisan compromise to determine the amount of land aff ected by the 
designation.
 If Bears Ears is to become a national monument, “we need to do 
it the right way,” she says. 
 “It’s nuts to think it’s not a Utah issue,” Stewart says.
 He is concerned for  the jobs that could be lost if president desig-
nates the monument in a heavy handed manner.
 “You can’t raise a family on tourism,” he says.

 Social Security and Medicaid
 Both candidates agree that Social Security and Medicare are in 
trouble but diff er on how to address the issue.
 Stewart says he has been working to enact legislation to keep Social 
Security solvent out to 2075.
 “It’s not that diffi  cult,” he says of the proposed changes. “Th e only 
ones who object are a few Democrats.”
 Th ose changes include raising the retirement age, means testing, 
raising the FICA caps and lowering the cost of living adjustment.
 Albarran is opposed to raising the retirement age but would be 
willing to look at raising caps on what higher income working people 
pay into Social Security.

 Illegal Immigration
 Stewart says that it is imperative that the U.S. secure its border. He 
is not willing to off er citizenship to illegal aliens but favors providing 
legal status to those who qualify.
 “We can’t off er citizenship to those who have broken our laws,” he 
says. He also says it is important to reduce “incentives” that encourage  
illegal immigration.
 Albarran says comprehensive immigration reform is needed, 
citing the plight of what she calls “DACA (Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals) children”—children of illegal immigrants brought to 
the U.S. as children who have no legal status in the country they have 
grown up in. She has not provided specifi cs on what comprehensive 
reform might look like.

(Continued from B1)
District 2

(Continued from B2)
Prop 7
 “For this luxury, some local citizens will struggle more to pay their 
electric and gas bills. In my opinion, what should have been on the 
ballot is the choice of going into debt for a pool. We never got that 
choice....
 “What happens when later, down the road, they have underesti-
mated the general expenses to maintain the pool? Will they just take 
more money from the utility department, that is supposed to be used 
to maintain our infrastructure, or will they just raise our utility bills 
again, without a vote, or maybe both.
 “Does it really ‘elevate’ our quality of life if some of our citizens 
are cold during the winter months so that others can swim in a pool 
that is ‘closer?’ Prop 7 is a bad idea.”
 In response, Bona told the Messenger, “I don’t want to discredit Jeff  
McDonald in any way. I consider him a friend, and I worked with him 
on the city council for four years. He has a right to his opinion, and 
his opinion is that the 2.25 percent local charge on the utility bills is 
going to be a burden to the city residents. We don’t believe that is the 
case since the amount isn’t much, and it’s a great way for the citizens 
of Mt. Pleasant to make a contribution to their community.”
 Th e city considered other alternatives before Prop 7. It considered 
not even attempting to run the pool outside of summer months. Th e 
city also discussed paying for year-round operation with tax increment 
fi nancing, a method of diverting property tax revenue growth from a 
defi ned area for community improvement projects.
 “We discussed several alternatives,” Bona says, “But in the end, we 
felt Prop 7 was the best bet.”
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AMENDMENTS   JUDGES
(Continued from B1)
District 4
take for granted the sacrifi ces that are made out there. Th e least I can do 
as a representative is to make sure that this country keeps the promises 
it made to our men and women in uniform when they come home, 
and keeps the promises we make to their families when they do not.”  
Love sponsored the Fair Treatment for Veterans Act, one of about 
20 pro-veteran bills she says she sponsored or cosponsored during 
her fi rst term.
 Owens takes an accountability-oriented approach to veterans 
issues. “I believe no veteran or their family should have to fi ght their 
own government for the benefi ts they’ve earned,” Owens said. 
 “In Congress, I’ll hold VA offi  cials accountable for delays and 
mismanagement, and I’ll make sure veterans and their families get 
the long-overdue compensation they were promised when they so 
bravely sacrifi ced for our country.”
 Both candidates are talking a lot about the economy and job 
creation. 
 “I know, as a former Utah mayor, that a city cannot thrive or grow 
if it does not have roads or water,” Love said. “Water is gold, especially 
in Utah, and we have to do everything we can to make sure rural Utah 
has access to water.”
 Love says she is also fi ghting to “keep the EPA out of our farmers’ 
lives.” And, she says, the federal government creates hardship for farm 
families through the death tax, which requires descendents taxes to 
be paid on the cash value of farmland when the farmers die. 
 “It’s impossible for a family to do that,” Love said. “We’ve got to 
make sure we’re eliminating things like the death tax,” and that we’re 
keeping “the EPA out of the waters of the USA.”
 Like Democrats nationally, Owens, a sixth-generation Utahn, 
stresses restoring the American middle class. 
 “I believe that Utahns who work hard should be able to support 
their families,” Owens says. “In Congress, I will fi ght to improve the 
business climate and strengthen the middle class. I’ll reduce unneces-
sary and burdensome regulations that hurt small businesses. I’ll fi ght 
to attract new industries and good-paying jobs to Utah, and I’ll cut 
taxes for the middle class.”
 With the race for election in a dead sprint, it’s not surprising some 
arrows have been fi red across contender lines. Owens has attacked 
Love over her expenditures on constituent mailers, which he describes 
as “abusing taxpayer dollars for self-promotional purposes.” 
 Love has fought back with allegations that Owens has made 
personal contributions to Democratic candidates, including Barak 
Obama and Hillary Clinton, who “are not on [Utah’s] side.”

Ivo Peterson - Justice

Paul D. Lyman - Juvenile
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Just point your device 
browser to the new 

Sanpetemessenger.com 

Now take Sanpete County 
with you wherever you go

Going LIVE on Saturday, Oct. 15

We live an increasingly fast-paced world where even a few 
spare moments can be hard to come by. That can make 
it difficult for those who want to stay up to date about 
what’s going on in their communities, whether they’re 
close by or far from home. 

But  the newly redesigned sanpetemessenger.com will 
usher in a new era of news access for those who want to 
stay connected to Sanpete County. You can expect the 
same quality stories as the print edition of the Sanpete 
Messenger gives you, on your tablet or other mobile 
device.

Look no further for all your local news, sports, people 
notices and  features, right at your fingertips at the new 
sanpetemessenger.com. 

Judge Ivo Ray Peterson
(Justice Court)

 Judge Ivo Ray Peterson was appointed to 
the Manti City Justice Court in January 2000. 
Since that time, he has been appointed to the 
Ephraim, Fairview, Fountain Green, Gunni-
son, Mt. Pleasant, Moroni and Spring City 
Justice Courts, although he does not act as a 
judge for all of them currently.
 Judge Peterson completed the Utah Legal Institute for Justice 
Court judges in April 2002. He has worked as an assistant regional 
director for education, regional director for education, regional senator 
and as a justice court board member. He earned a master’s degree in 
fi ne arts from the University of Utah and was a certifi ed vocational 
rehabilitation counselor.
 Judge Peterson is currently an instructor at Snow College. He 
regularly presents information on Utah law to high school driver’s 
education classes, junior high civics classes and fi ft h-grade students.
 Retention rating: He has been recommended by the Utah Judicial 
Performance Evaluation Committee for retention, 12-0.
 Peterson has met all three minimum performance standards (i.e. 
more than 30 hours of continuing legal education for each year of his 
current term; no cases under advisement for more than two months 
and no public reprimands).
 More information is available at judges.utah.gov.

Judge Paul D. Lyman
(Sixth District Juvenile Court)

 Judge Paul D. Lyman was appointed to 
the Sixth District Juvenile Court, which 
serves Garfi eld, Kane, Piute, Sanpete, Se-
vier and Wayne counties, in 2000 by Gov. 
Michael O. Leavitt.  
 Lyman earned a law degree from the 
University of Chicago Law School in 1979.
 Before his appointment to the bench, Lyman maintained a 
private law practice and also served as part-time Deputy Sevier 
County Attorney, Wayne County Attorney and Salina City At-
torney. 
 Prior to that, he served in the United States Air Force from 
1980 to1985, achieving the rank of captain. 
 Lyman was elected mayor of Richfi eld from 1994 to 1998 
and was on the Richfi eld City Council from 1989 to 1994. He 
has served on the Board of Juvenile Court Judges, including two 
terms as board chair.
 Retention rating: He has been recommended by the Utah 
Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee for retention, 12-0 
 He has met all time standards, judicial education requirements 
and discipline standards established by the judicial branch.
 More information is available at judges.utah.gov.

Mail in 
your ballot, 
or drop it 
off  at the 
Courthouse

 As in most general elections, Utah voters will vote on some 
constitutional amendments. Such amendments have to be passed 
by the Legislature and ratifi ed by voters. Th ere are three amend-
ments on this year’s ballot. 

Constitutional Amendment A
 Th is amendment changes the wording of the oath elected 
offi  cials throughout Utah recite when they take offi  ce. Currently, 
they swear to “support, obey and defend the Constitution of the 
United States ad the Constitution of this state.” Th e proposed 
new wording is more explicit. Under it, offi  ce holders swear to 
uphold “the Constitution of the State of Utah.”

Constitutional Amendment B
 Th is amendment changes some of the rules governing the 
State School Fund, a fund established at statehood to support 
public education.
 Currently, only “interest and dividends” from the fund can be 
spent to support schools. Th e amendment changes those terms to 
“earnings,” which could encompass interest, dividends and other 
forms of investment growth.
 Currently, only interest and dividends accrued in a given 
year can be spent. Th e amendment permits expenditure of up 
to 4 percent of the money in the fund in a given year, regardless 
of how the money was generated. 
 Currently, the Constitution says money in the state school 
fund must be invested “safely.” Th e amendment changes the term 
to “prudently.” 

Constitutional Amendment C
 Th e state and political subdivisions, such as school districts 
and municipalities, are exempt from property tax, including per-
sonal property tax on things like offi  ce equipment and machinery.
 But sometimes, state and local government leases equipment 
from private companies. When it does, the private owner factors 
in the cost of personal property tax. So the state or political sub-
division ends up paying some or all of the property tax on the 
leased property.
 Th e amendment authorizes the Legislature to pass a statute 
exempting property leased by the state or by a political subdivi-
sion from personal property tax. To qualify for the exemption, 
the machinery or equipment must have an economic life of three 
years or more and be leased for one year or more.
 Th e exemption does not apply to leases of real property, such 
as buildings and land. 

PLEASE


