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 As people across Sanpete County get ready for 
Christmas, they’ll dust off not just their beloved deco-
rations but their family and personal holiday traditions.
 For some, it will be customs passed down from 
their ancestors who came from Scandinavia or Wales. 
Others will blend old and new observances learned 
through marriage, from loved ones or from dear 
friends.
 Others, because of their circumstances, will cele-
brate the season in “different” ways, whether it’s out 
on the west desert with a huge herd of sheep, on a 
mountain top overlooking a 600-acre Boy Scout ranch, 
or at a hospital wishing patients “Merry Christmas.” 
 This year, we’ve brought together the stories of 
local people who celebrate Christmas a little differ-

ently, whether it’s due to the occupation, heritage, 
circumstances or simply a desire to make the season 
more meaningful for themselves and their families.
 Each has found a way to carve out something special 
out of the noise and clamor that can sometimes mark a 

21st Century Christmas. In each case, their observance 
brings joy, peace and gratitude to their souls.
 Isn’t that what truly makes a Sanpete Christmas—a 
focus on what’s truly important, values such as love, 
hope, faith and family?
 Wherever and however you choose to celebrate the 
season, we at the Sanpete Messenger wish you and yours 
a wonderful Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
2017.

Editor’s MessageEditor’s MessageEditor’s Message
A different kind of Christmas

Linda Petersen,
Editor

Suzanne Dean,
Publisher

HARMON'S
Western Wear

98 West 200 North, Manti
1 block west of County Courthouse 835-4351

Lookin’ for western 
  wear?

We have it!
Huge collection
of WORK BOOTS 

ON SALE!
Many closeout 
styles - 30% off 

Friday, Dec. 2

6-7 PM “Light up the Christmas Spirit” Parade

Visit facebook page for parade application at Ephraim City Electric Light 

Parade, or contact Anne Fonville 801-362-1038

7-9 PM Holiday Entertainment & Visit Santa at Snow College 

Greenwood Student Center

7:15 PM “Red, White & Green FIREWORKS, Snow College Practice Field

Saturday, Dec. 3, 7:30 PM

Horne School of Music Holiday Spectacular Concert
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events
COUNTYWIDE

Until sold out
 Christmas tree permits are now on sale at the Sanpete Dis-
trict of the  Manti La-Sal National Forest located at 540 North 
Main in Ephraim.  Permits are $10 each, with a limit of three 
permits per person.  They will also be sold by local vendors:  
Horseshoe Mountain Home Center in Mt. Pleasant, Rasmussen 
Ace Hardware in Gunnison, Tractor Supply in Ephraim and 
Choice Hardware in Nephi.

SNOW COLLEGE
 
Thursday Dec. 1 – Saturday Dec. 3
 “A Christmas Carol” presented by Snow College Theater 
will be held in the Eccles Center beginning at 7:30 each evening.  
Order tickets online or call the Box Office – 435-283-7478.
 
Saturday, Dec. 3
 A Christmas Spectacular will feature Snow College Choirs, 
Wind Symphony and Jazz Band.   This event will begin at 7:30 
p.m. in the Jorgensen Hall.  Adults $10; Seniors & Youth $8; 
Students $3 w/ID card; immediate family discount $30 – up 
to six people.

Wednesday, Dec. 7
 Snow College Jazz and Orchestra Concert will be held in 
the Jorgensen Hall at the Eccles Center.  This will begin at 7:30 
p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 10
 LDSSA – Ephraim Institute Singers Concert will be held at 
the Eccles Center beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday December 11
  “Messiah” – Snow College and the Sanpete Valley Commu-
nity will present the 83rd performance of Handel’s “Messiah” 
at 7:30 p.m., in the Snow College Eccles Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Ephraim.  Admission is free.

EPHRAIM
Thursday, Nov. 24
 Thanksgiving Dinner – For those who have nowhere to go 
for Thanksgiving, dinner will be served at the Ephraim Church 
of the Bible, 400 S. 400 E at 1 p.m.  Please call 283-2095 to 
reserve if you would like to attend.

Friday, Nov.25
     Red, White & Green Firework Spectacular  – The Light 
Parade will begin at 6 p.m. and end at the Snow College prac-
tice field next to the Greenwood Center where the Christmas 
Firework Spectacular will begin at 7:15 p.m. It will be synced, 
orchestrated and choreographed with uplifting holiday music.  
Inside the Greenwood Center there will be refreshments and 
a visit from Santa.

Fri., Sat., Dec. 2, 3
     Annual Ephraim Co-op Nativity display. Submit displays 
by Thursday, Dec. 1. 

Wednesday, Dec. 7
      Ephraim Middle School Candlelight – The annual Candlelight 
which honors two recipients from our community will be held 
at the Snow College Eccles Center at 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 9 
     Ephraim Middle School “Sounds of the Season” will feature 
the sixth grade band and orchestra starting at 5:30 p.m. in the 
middle school auditorium.

Tuesday, Dec. 13
     Ephraim Elementary Christmas program will be held at the 
Snow College Activity Center at 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 24 
     Christmas Eve Service at Ephraim Church of the Bible at 
7 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 25
     Christmas Day Celebration at Ephraim Church of the Bible 
at 10 a.m.

FAIRVIEW
Friday, Dec.9 Saturday, Dec. 10, and Monday, 
Dec. 12
     Play – “A Fairy Tale Christmas Carol” will be held at the 
Fairview Dance Hall.  Evening performances at 7 p.m. on Friday 
and Monday. Matinee on Saturday at 3 p.m.

FOUNTAIN GREEN
   
Thursday, Dec. 1
     Christmas Party – The Lion’s Club, in conjunction with 
Fountain Green City, is sponsoring its annual Christmas party 
beginning at 3 p.m. with craft booths, soups and scones for 
sale, and a visit from Santa at 5 p.m. at the Fountain Green 
City Dance Hall.

Weds., Thurs., Dec. 13, 14
     Annual Live Christmas Nativity – 6-8 p.m., hayrides to the 
nativity from LDS Church 151 S. 200 W., or drive to site at 
800 W. 400 S.

GUNNISON AREA
Saturday, Nov. 26
      Santa Run – Meet at the Clock Tower at 9 a.m. The race 
will begin at 10 a.m.   
      
     Free Christmas Movie Matinee - There will be two showings 
of the movie at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. at the Casino Star Theatre.

     Tree Lighting Celebration – 5 p.m. at the Clock Tower

     Light Parade on Main Street – 6 p.m.

     Santa Comes to Town – Immediately after the parade in 
the Lion’s Pavilion at the Gunnison City Park; hot chocolate 
& cookies for all.

Thursday, Dec 1
     Gunnison Middle School Yule Program – 6 p.m. at the 
middle school.

Tuesday, Dec 6
      Gunnison Elementary School Christmas Program – 6 p.m. 
at Gunnison High School 

Monday, Dec.12
     Gunnison High School Christmas Concert – 7 p.m. at the 
high school.

Sanpete families take advantage of opportunity to climb in their 
four-wheelers, and head up the canyons to cut down Christmas 
trees for themselves.

JACKSON PEMBERTON

Crowds willing to brave the cold gather to watch Christmas tree 
lighting in Fairview. Continued on page 6
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462-2427
Mt. Pleasant
Jeff & Trish Rasmussen
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MANTI

Friday, Nov. 25th 
     Light Parade – Manti City’s will hold its annual Christmas 
light parade with the theme “The Music and Magic of Christmas” 
beginning at 6 p.m. Decorate your trucks, trailer, ATVs etc., 
and line up at the red church on Main at 5 p.m.  Festivities after 
the parade at the Manti High School gymnasium include a visit 
from Santa, along with food and entertainment.

Monday, Dec. 5
     Manti Elementary Christmas Program will be held at the 
Manti High School auditorium at 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec.6
     Christmas Program - DPAC and Ann’s Dance Academy 
combined Christmas program will be held at 6 p.m. at Manti 
High School.

Monday, Dec. 12 and Tuesday Dec. 13 
    Manti High School Play “The Grinch” will be performed at 
6 p.m. at the Manti High School auditorium.

Wednesday, Dec. 14th
     Christmas Concert – Manti High School Music Department 
concert at 7 p.m.

MORONI 
Friday, Dec. 2
     Winter Student Design Show – North Sanpete Middle 
School at 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 6
      Choir Concert - Combined high school and middle school 
concert at 7 p.m. at the high school

Thursday, Dec. 8 
     Christmas Choir Concert - North Sanpete Middle School 
at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 14
     Band Concert – North Sanpete Middle School at 6 p.m.

Saturday, Dec.24
     Moroni City Christmas Party – 6 p.m. at the LDS Stake 
Center. Santa will make an appearance.

MT. PLEASANT

Saturday, Nov. 26
     The Lighting of Main begins at 4 p.m.  There will be games, 
hayrides and hot chocolate.  The tree  lighting will begin at 
sunset.  A choir from Mt. Pleasant Elementary School will 
be singing and there will be a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus.

Tuesday, Dec. 6
     Winter Choir Concert – North Sanpete High School at 7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 15
 Winter Band Concert – North Sanpete High School at 7 
p.m.

SPRING CITY
Thursday, Dec. 1
     Christmas Ornament Fundraiser – Handmade ornaments 
that will be sold in Das Café beginning Dec. 1.

Saturday, Dec.3
     Christmas Breakfast – beginning at 9 a.m. at the Spring 
City Hall gym.  There will be breakfast, bingo and a visit from 
Old St. Nick.

Monday Dec. 19
     Christmas Program – The Spring City Elementary School 
will hold its Christmas program at the North Sanpete High 
School beginning at 6 p.m.

SEVIER VALLEY CENTER, 
RICHFIELD

Thursday, Dec. 1
     Christmas Spectacular – Snow College Music Dept. Con-
cert at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 3
     The 23rd Army Band Concert will feature members of 
each Marine Corps musical unit – part of a 200-year tradition  
–  at 7 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 5
     Mary Kaye’s Cowboy Christmas – 7 p.m.  Mary Kaye 
combines familiar holiday songs with original songs that cel-
ebrate the cowboy way.

Monday Dec. 5 – Saturday, Dec. 10
     Christmas Tree Lane – A display of decorated Christmas 
trees donated by local residents will be featured at the Sevier 
Valley Center.  Hours are from 4 to 9 p.m. during the week; 
Friday and Saturday 1 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 7
       Comfort & Joy Holiday Tour – Christmas sparkles with 
new life as Jim Brickman brings his beautiful music and charm 
to Richfield, Utah.  Jim is an accomplished songwriter and 
pianist, as well as a radio host. He will debut original songs 
for the season including the hits that made him America’s 
Piano Sensation.

Sunday Dec. 18
     Handel’s “Messiah” will be presented by the Sevier Oratorio 
Society beginning at 7 p.m.
 For tickets or questions about any of the events at the 
Sevier Valley Center call (435) 893-2223.
 

STATEWIDE ACTIVITIES 

Continued on page 7

Continued from page 4

This vintage fire truck rolled along looking festive during the 
Manti Christmas parade.

Mr. and Mrs. Claus say hello to Mt. Pleasant residents who come 
to visit them during the Mt. Pleasant holiday light festival.

This baby doesn’t realize yet that you need to get on the bearded 
man’s good side to get presents, and crying isn’t going to help.
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EXPRESS AUTO, 180 W. Main, Mt. Pleasant
 462-2605

MAIN AUTO, 95 N. Main, Manti
 835-2521

GIC, 51. W 200 N., Gunnison
 528-7271

   Christmas on Temple Square – This season’s festive 
lights will be turned on for the first night Friday, Nov. 25 
through Sunday, Jan. 2.

 EVE Winter Fest on Temple Square – Back-to-back 
performances all evening in the Assembly Hall,
Joseph Smith Memorial Building and the Tabernacle.

 Mormon Tabernacle Choir Christmas Concerts – Dec. 
8, 9, 10 at 8 p.m. – This is SOLD OUT but stand-by seating 
is available.

 LDS First Presidency’s Christmas Devotional – Sunday, 
Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at the Conference Center.  For tickets and 
information, visit the event page at lds.org.

 ZooLights at Hogle Zoo – Over 200 lighted animal and 
holiday-themed displays will glisten in the December night 
as you make your way throughout the zoo grounds.  The 
135-foot lighted tunnel is a crowd favorite.  Santa will be 
at Macy’s Santa Station. Utah’s brightest holiday family 
tradition.  Visit hoglezoo.org for more info.  Where wildlife 
meets wild lights!

 Festival of Lights – Thursday, Nov. 24 – January 1 - 3300 
East Powerhouse Rd., Spanish Fork, Ut.
Take US 6 east toward Price and follow the signs.  Cost is 
$7 per car; large vans or pulling trailer $20.

 Christmas in Color – 4400 West Center in Provo at 
Utah Lake State Park Marina – Immerse yourself in a drive-
through experience with over 1 million beautifully synchro-
nized Christmas lights set to music to get you in the holiday 
spirit!  Purchase tickets online at christmasincolor.net

 Gardner Village – Dec. 1 – Dec. 24- Gardner Village 
brings the North Pole to you with their whimsical elf dis-
plays.  See Santa’s helpers at work testing toys, sorting 
letters and maintaining those all important Naughty or Nice 
lists.  1100 West 7800 South, West Jordan

 Pond Town Christmas – Salem Utah – Another drive-
through at Knoll Park in Salem.  Nov. 25 through January 2; 
5:30 - 11 p.m. each night

 North Pole Express – Heber Valley Railroad, Nov. 25 – 
Dec. 24.  Ride the North Pole Express with Mrs. Claus and the 
elves to the North Pole to visit with Santa.  Go to hebervalleyrr.
org for further information.

 Santa Comes Down the Town Lift - Saturday, Dec. 17 in 
Park City on the Town Lift Plaza at 5:30 p.m.

 Christmas Eve Torchlight Parade - Celebration begins at 
5:30 at the Park City Base Area.

 Christkindlmarkt and Candlelight Christmas – Inspired by 
the world-famous German Christmas markets, Christkindl-

markt offers a unique holiday shopping and cultural experience.  
Tantalizing food and festive holiday entertainment await you 
as you stroll through wooden vendor booths, located at the 
This Is the Place Heritage Park.  The St. Martin’s Lantern 
Parade & Christmas Tree Lighting will take place the evening 
of Dec. 1.  Experience the old-world charm of Christmas.  
Candlelight Christmas Dec. 9 - 23 opens at 5 p.m. and activ-
ities begin at 6 p.m.  Adults $7; Children $5; under 3 free.  
Slow down and take a stroll through streets ringing with 
music.  Observe a Christmas of over a century ago – quieter, 
simpler and fun for all.

 “A Christmas Carol” – Hale Theatre – Dec. 1 – Dec. 23, 
Monday - Saturday at 8 p.m.  Saturday matinees at 11 a.m., 2 
p.m. and 5 p.m.

 The Cathedral of the Madeline – Downtown Salt Lake City.  
The cathedral’s annual Christmas Carol Service is a beautiful 
way to celebrate the season.  Advance reserve seating passes 
are required for Dec. 17 & 18, but no pass is needed Dec.24.  
All services begin at 8 p.m.
 
 Santa Sleigh Rides – Homestead Ranch, Midway, Utah. 
Come for a fun horse-drawn sleigh ride around the Homestead 
Ranch ending at the North Pole.
 You will be invited inside to spend some time with Santa in 
his humble home.  These are group rides; sleigh seats up to 15 
people.  Book tickets online at www.rockymtnoutfitters.lcom/
Santa-Sleigh-Ride or call 435-654-1655 for more information.

Continued from page 6
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By Linda Petersen

 FOUNTAIN GREEN—Mike Hansen will be spending 
Christmas Day with his family this year—but that hasn’t al-
ways been the case. A sheep rancher, Mike has spent many of 
his Christmases alone out on the desert west of Delta with his 
sheep.
 And that’s okay with Mike.
 “I love the desert. It’s way better than the mountains,” he 
says.
 Sheep ranching has been a way of life for the Hansen family 
since Mike’s father, Dean, and Uncle Bob began the business 
in the early 1970s.
 Mike grew up in the business, helping out his dad whenever 
he could all through school. During his teen years, he spent 
several Christmas days out on the desert so his dad could be 

home with his younger brothers. Sometimes he’d stay into 
January, coming home only long enough to shower and do his 
laundry.
 Later, when Mike started having kids of his own, Dean took 
Christmas days.
 Even Mike’s wife, Karen, accepts his being gone during the 
holidays as just a part of life.
 “We dated for nine years before we got married, and we 
never spent a Christmas together,” she says. “It’s just normal 
to me. It wasn’t that big of a deal. I did my own thing.”
 These days the family has a winter herd and two summer 
herds consisting of more than 1,800 sheep.
 Mike runs the day-to-day operations, while Dean, who has 
had to give up the saddle since being diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis, runs the office.
 “But it’s a true family business,” Mike says. “All my broth-
ers and uncles who have other jobs pitch in whenever we have 

anything big. It’s really nice.”
 “I’m the one who’s lucky enough to get to do it every day.”
 Five years ago, the Hansens hired a sheep herder, Francisco, 
a man from Peru, to stay with the sheep in the desert and help 
out where Dean can’t, which means Mike can be home a lot 
more for his kids, Aubree, 12, and Teagan, 8.
 But two years ago, when Francisco had to make a trip to 
Peru, Mike spent Christmas on the desert. It’s something he 
expects to do in the future because the Hansens would like to 
make it possible for Francisco to go home for the holidays every 
year.
 This year Francisco can’t afford to make the trip, so Mike 
will be in Fountain Green for the big breakfast the extended 
Hansen clan has at city hall on Christmas morning.
 “We have a standing reservation of city hall in perpetuity,” 
he joked.
 Generally, the family takes their herd out to the desert west 
of Delta at the beginning of December. The sheep stay there 
until the beginning of April.
 The Hansens used to trail their sheep, something Mike 

Christmas on the Desert

Spending the holiday with woolly companions on remote 
rangeland is a way of life for Fountain Green sheep rancher 

Continued on page 10

Mke and Karen Hansen family on their property outside Fountain Green. Some of their 1,800 sheep are in the the background. From left are Teagan, Karen, Aubree and Mike. The family’s sheep 
dog is next to Teagan.
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When it Comes to Clearing Loan Hurdles,

We Take the GOLD!

Choose the winning team for your next home loan or refinance.

SecurityNational Mortgage Company

Turning Houses 
into Homes™

This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower and property rt qualifications. Contact loan officcer listeed fod r an accccurate, 
personalized quote. Interest rates and program guidelines are subject to change withhout o notice. SecurityNational Mortgagage Coompanm y Incc. is an 
Equal Housing Lender. Company NMLS# 3116  SNMC0716MISC824
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loved, but began to take them by truck after a 
fire near Little Sahara in 1996 scorched BLM 
land in the area. The BLM wouldn’t allow the 
family to take the sheep across the new grass, 
so they loaded them into trucks. They’ve been 
doing it that way ever since.
 Mike usually goes out to the desert on 
Christmas Eve and takes Francisco groceries 
and whatever else he needs to have a comfort-
able holiday.
 The Hansens have their herder set up 
pretty well. He stays in a travel trailer with a 
TV, computer and cell phone. He gets all his 
power from a solar cell. He generally spends 
a quiet holiday, but is able to call his family in 
Peru.
 Mike remembers the old days when he 
and his dad powered the TV from their truck 
battery. They would time their TV shows just 
right so that the truck would still start up the 
next morning.
 Still, even with all the modern convenienc-
es, the desert can be treacherous—especially 
for the traveler.
 “It’s the drifts that get you out there,” Mike 
says. 
 Driving to and from the sheep camp 
through snow drifts, he often has to “bust 
through the snow” until his truck gets too hot, 
then turn it off and sit for a while until the engine 
is cool enough to do the same thing again. And 
again. Slowly but surely, he makes the journey 
each way.
 One time Mike made it back to within 200 
feet of the gravel when he sunk his truck.
 “That meant one and a half hours of digging 
a tunnel around the wheels just to get chains on 
them,” he says.

 Another time, after dropping off a worker, 
Mike was on his way back in the truck when the 
fan belt went out, taking the alternator and water 
pump with it.
 “I turned the lights out—it was a full moon—

and I had to have the window down so the wind-
shield wouldn’t fog up. With no heater, I flew as 
fast as I could along 20 miles of desert back roads.” 
It’s not a memory he cherishes, he says.
 For the herders, the routine is always the 
same: Watch the sheep; take care of the horses; 
look for coyotes; watch for kills; bed the sheep 
down. And do it again the next day.
 Out on the desert, the wind blows “all day 
every day,” Mike says.
 When Teagan was 3, Mike took him out to the 
desert on a three-day trip. While Mike worked, 
Teagan hung out in the trailer watching TV. At 
one point, he opened the door to call out to his 
dad.
 “The wind whipped that door right out of his 
hands and knocked him clean off the porch,” Mike 
says.
 One thing Mike enjoys when he’s out on the 
desert is the time he has to read.
 “That’s one thing I miss when I come home—
the silence and reading,” he says. And although he 
loves to come home, two active, screaming kids 
can seem overwhelming.
 Mike says being gone was hardest when the 
kids were little.
 “Little kids just seem to jump in size every 
week. It just blows you away how fast they grow,” 

he says.
 The Hansens are a close family, and Karen says 
they always have things going on around Christ-
mas. Along with the Christmas day breakfast, 
the family takes part in the town nativity every 
year. There’s also sledding with the cousins. And 
regardless of who’s home during the holidays, 
the family has to take care of the older ewes and 
horses.
 When Mike is gone, Karen often takes the kids 
to her in-laws. To the kids, especially Aubree, it’s 
normal for dad or grandpa to be out in the desert.
 “We just fly by the seat of our pants,” Karen 
says of life at home without Mike.
 Technology has definitely made it easier. Kar-
en says she doesn’t know how her mother-in-law 
did it all those years without a cell phone, never 
knowing if her husband was even alive out on the 
desert.
 The Hansens fully expect that next year or 
the year after, Fernando will be able to go home 
for Christmas, and it will be Mike’s turn out on 
the desert.
 But Karen is determined to have a positive 
attitude about the whole experience.
 “It will be rough, but it will be fun to pack 
the kids up and go out there for Christmas one 
year,” she says.

Continued from page 8

Karen and Mike Hansen of Fountain Green (center and right) can enjoy Christmas together this 
year thanks to their sheep herder, Francisco, (at far left with his brother, Washington).

Aubree and Teagan Hansen love to trail the sheep with the family’s herder, Francisco, and think nothing of their dad spending Christmas in the desert.



Celebrating the Season 11November 23, 2016

MAIL MONETARY DONATIONS TO:
    Sub 4 Santa
    PO Box 302
    Mt. Pleasant, UT 84647

Questions? Call Kay Jensen 835-8171 or Robert Buckner 813-2163

Sanpete County

You can volunteer, make a monetary 
donation and donate unwrapped 
new toys, new blankets, or other new 
items at our drop-off locations.
Suggested popular items are blankets for children, remote control 
vehicles, baby dolls, Lego type toys, MP3 players for teens.

PICKUP is ONE DAY ONLY!
Saturday, Dec 10th  10am - 6pm

Snow College West Campus, 
325 W 100 N, Ephraim

Arrive, apply, and pickup on Sat, Dec 10

TOY DROP-OFF & APPLICATION LOCATIONS:
Ephraim: Ephraim Market Fresh, Utah Heritage Credit Union, 

 Snow College Bookstore
Fairview: Cache Valley Bank
Gunnison: Rasmussen Ace Hardware, Gunnison Market,

Conoco Gas Station, Shelle’s Drive-in
Manti: Manti Market Fresh, Sanpete Messenger

Mt. Pleasant: Horseshoe Mountain Hardware, Terrel’s Market,
 Cache Valley Bank, Beck’s Home Furnishings 

Approximately 350 families and 1,000 children 
in Sanpete County will be relying on YOU.
Mark your calendar for Dec. 10 10 am to 6 pm to volunteer to help parents 
fill out forms, select gifts and carry them to their vehicles. 

Make sure you

bring some

documentation

that the child

lives in Sanpete!
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By Robert Stevens

 MANTI—A homeschooling family created 
a tradition where the holiday season became a 
time for their children to study and celebrate 
other cultures.
 John and Joy Pipes of Manti began the 
cross-cultural tradition with their children in 
the early 1980s when they all lived in California. 
 The Pipes picked a foreign country, and 
from Thanksgiving until New Years, they 
learned about their chosen country’s culture, 
beliefs and traditions.
 “We tried to pick a country each year that 
was relevant in the news,” Joy says, “usually a 
place that had current events being covered.”
 Over the years, the family experienced 
holidays filled with traditions and culture 
from China, Africa, Ireland, Hungary, Russia, 
Germany, Greece and France, among others.
 Once the Pipes parents selected a country, 
they wove material about the country into var-
ious areas of study for their children, Jesirae, 
Jorie and Jamie.
 “We would get some of their currency 
and use it for math,” Joy says, “and we would 
study the language and some of the current 
events happening there. But we didn’t just 
focus on  the modern aspect of each culture; 
we researched its history too.”
 The cultural holiday experience didn’t end 
with education. Foods and holiday meals from 
the chosen countries became an integral part 
of the tradition. 
 “We would always do three big holiday 
meals,” Joy says. “There was too many recipes 
to choose from so we would prepare different 
traditional dishes for Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s dinner.”
 Over time the family compiled a recipe 
book of dishes they had prepared for the holi-
day meals from various countries.
 Many of the foreign dishes the family pre-
pared ended up being added to their regular 

meal schedule, Joy says.
 The Pipes children are grown now and have 
left home, but they have vivid memories of the 
cross-cultural Christmases, especially the food. 
 “Russia has these amazing open-faced radish 
sandwiches,” Jamie says. (See accompanying 
recipe.)  
 Jorie Roeback,  the family’s eldest daugh-
ter, agrees. “As odd as it sounds, it’s actually 
the recipe that, to this day, we still have at 
family get-togethers or holidays. Kind of like 
one of those weird family recipes that it re-
minds you of Christmas as a kid.”

 Jesirae Pipes, the family’s youngest daugh-
ter, says not all the foreign fare was to her 
liking.
 “The one I remember most was when 
we did Greece, and honestly that was mostly 
because everything tasted awful,” Jesirae says. 
“They use a lot of vinegar in their food, which 
I’m not a huge fan of.”
 The Pipes regularly included extended 
family and family friends in their cross-cultural 
holiday meals. Sometimes guest balked when 
they encountered the unconventional fare 
rather than mashed potatoes, turkey or ham.

 “Sometimes we would do a turkey, too, 
because people expected it,” Joy says. “But 
we usually tried to prepare it in a way that had 
some influence or similarity to turkey dishes 
that were prepared in the country we were 
studying.”
 For example, one year the family roasted a 
turkey over a homemade spit the same way ancient 
Hungarians would have cooked a whole bird.
 “We were studying Hungary and I re-
member my dad roasting the turkey on this 

A cultural celebration

The home schooling family of John and Joy Pipes raised their children with a very different holiday tradition. Each year, the family chose a country, 
and studied and celebrated its holiday traditions. From left: Jesirae, John, Joy and Jorie Pipes. Not pictured: Jamie Pipes.

Pipes family brings the 
world into their home 
through the holidays

Continued on page 14
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giant metal spit in the front yard,” Roeback, 
says. “Even though I was so little, I remember 
thinking this has got to be the strangest way to 
cook dinner I’ve ever seen.”
 Joy says they took advantage of opportuni-
ties to learn from cultural artifacts or foreign 
items sent or given to them by friends or family 
who had either lived or visited the country they 
were studying.
 One time, a family friend who lived in 
Ireland sent them a package of items from his 
homeland, such as currency. 
 “My favorite country that we studied was 
Ireland,” Roeback says.  “I’ve always had a fas-
cination and love for that country, and it only 
grew from studying the culture that year. It has 
since been a dream of mine to one day visit. 
We enjoyed a lot of the food that we made 
that year. Especially a dish called bubble and 
squeak, and shepherd’s pie. Those are favorites 
that we still make throughout the year.”
 Another time, relatives visited France on 
vacation and brought back souvenirs the Pipes 
and their children could use in their holiday 
curriculum. 
 The Pipes used local resources such as 
homeschooling groups to enhance their un-
conventional Christmastime class work.  One 
Christmas, a fellow homeschooling mother 
taught the Pipes children about Kwanza and the 
various customs involved with its celebration, as 
well as helping them design Kwanza costumes.

 At the end of each holiday season, when all 
the cooking and studying were over, Joy had 
her children prepare a report about the year’s 
learning experience. She says the youngsters 
often filled entire binders with all the material 
they had studied.
 “What I remember more than anything is 
doing the reports, which ended up being pretty 
big,” Jesirae says. “I  remember that my grandma 
got a kick out of it, and I remember her always 
making a big deal out of our reports.”
 Jamie adds, “My mom was always able to turn 
any situation into school-oriented material.”

Continued from page 12

Part of learning about a new culture each holiday season was experiencing the food. The John and 
Joy Pipes household gave up traditional holiday fare for their Thanksgiving, Christmas and  New 
Year’s Day dinners in favor of recipes from the country they had chosen to study.

Open-face radish sandwiches
 6 pieces thinly sliced black bread, cut into 
quarters
 1/4 tsp dried dill
 8 red radishes (1/3 cup) finely chopped
 2 tsp coarse salt
 8 red radishes, thinly sliced
 4 oz cream cheese
 1 Tbs. chopped fresh parsley
 1 tsp. lemon juice

 In a small bowl, cream the cream cheese. 
Add the chopped radishes, then stir in the 
lemon juice, dill, salt and parsley. Spread 
the mixture on the slices of bread. Top each 
slice of bread with overlapping slices of 
radish from the remaining 8 radishes. Yield: 
2 dozen.

Happy Holidays
from all of

us at Eye Center
of Ephraim

Hope you see 
clearly this season!



Celebrating the Season 15November 23, 2016

435-427-3205

Email:

emergencyroofrepair@hotmail.com

Mailing Address:

PO Box 445

Mt. Pleasant, Utah 84647

facebook.com

NOMINATE SOMEONE IN NEED OF A NEW ROOF
BEFORE DECEMBER 24, 201 .

Please include in nomination reason for being nominated as well as address of individual being nominated.

NOMINATIONS CAN BE MADE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, BY EMAIL OR VIA MAIL

3 Ways to 
Nominate

Holiday Roof Giveaway!Holiday Roof Giveaway!



Celebrating the Season16 November 23, 2016

By Daniela Vazquez

 For 20 years, the holiday season shined a 
little brighter for the Killingsworth family as they 
wove American Yule practices and the German 
season of Advent into a single celebration that 
extended from Dec. 5 to Dec. 25.
 Lennae Killingsworth, now owner of 
Linnae’s Bed & Breakfast in Ephraim, and her 
family of five, celebrated Christmas the tradi-
tional American way until they formed a close 
friendship with a neighbor family. 
 The Killingsworths lived in Los Altos, Ca-
lif., next door to a family who had immigrated 
from Germany. In time, the children in the two 
families became like brothers and sisters. That’s 
how Killingsworth learned about the Advent and 
the custom of St. Nikolaus.
 The German tradition begins the Sunday 
before Nov. 30 with lighting one of four candles 
that are placed around an Advent wreath. The 
Killingsworths also lit Advent candles but did it 
a little later in December. 
 The family started their holiday season with 
shoe-shining on Dec. 5. Killingsworth said her 
children would shine their shoes and place them 
near the fireplace, go to bed and hope to find the 
shoes the next morning filled with a nuts, candy 
canes and chocolate gold coins, a treat Kristine 
Shutt, Killingsworth’s youngest daughter, says 
was her favorite. 
 If children have poor behavior, tradition 
holds that Krampus, a menacing figure cloaked 
in black with a demonic mask, will visit the night 
of Dec. 5 and scare the kids into good behavior.
 Luckily for the Killingsworth children, the 
dark, mysterious figure never visited their home.
 Aside from placing polished shoes near the 
fireplace, Killingsworth says, she wanted her 
family to have their own special tradition.
  “Our family started celebrating a tradition 
where St. Nikolaus would bring the one big 
present they had wanted for Christmas. When 

the kids woke up on the morning of the Dec. 6, 
they would get a bike or a special baby doll.”
 After Dec. 6 and leading up to Christmas 
Eve, she said her family began to focus on 
spreading the holiday spirit to people in their 
LDS ward, and beyond that, to the whole com-
munity. Often, she says they would bake sweets, 

go Christmas caroling, and deliver the sweets at 
homes as they sang carols on the porches.
 The children also turned their focus to mak-
ing handcrafted gifts for each other, she said. 
“They turned into little Christmas elves.”
 Shutt, who is now 42 and continues to mix 
German and American Christmas in her own 

family, says she remembers receiving her favorite 
gift of all from her brother when she was 6-years-
old.  
 “It was a simple doll house. It was a two-sto-
ry, wooden square with a slanted roof made from 

Fröhliche Weihnachten
(That’s ‘Merry Christmas’ in German)

Family reinvents Yule 
based on customs learned 
from German neighbors

DANIELA VAZQUEZ

Linnea Killngsworth reminisces about how her family of five children celebrated the holidays when the children were growing up. The season started 
when the children polished their shoes on Dec. 4 and left them on the hearth. The next morning, the shoes were filled with candy and other treats. 
Even better, each child got a major gift that morning.

Continued on page 17
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Continued from page 16
real shingles,” she said. “It was not a kit, so I don’t 
know who helped him make it. There was even 
a stairway that led to a loft on the second floor, 
and there were rocks glued to a fireplace that 
made it look real. I played with it for years.”
 Because the family celebrated a different kind 
of Christmas than their peers, Killingsworth says 
she was often asked whether or not her children 
would receive anything from Santa on Christmas.
  “They did,” she says. “Santa Clause still came 
to fill the stockings they hung on the mantle on 
Christmas Eve, and they would open the gifts 
and trinkets they got in their stockings.”
 Intertwined with the traditional filling of 
stockings was another German tradition—hunt-
ing for a pickle on the Christmas tree. 
 The Killingworth children learned about the 
custom when they attended Saturday morning 
classes at a German school, a school Killingworth 
learned about from the German neighbors.
 “We have a green glass pickle, and we hang it 
on the tree. Then, on the night of Dec. 24, after 
the children went to sleep, I’d hide it somewhere 
else on the tree,” she says. “The child who was 
most observant and found the pickle first (on 
Christmas morning) got an extra gift that St. 
Nikolaus brought.”
 The family had a combination of boys and 

girls, so Killingsworth said the gift was usually a 
box of See’s chocolates. 
 Mixed into the various  traditions was the 
lighting of Advent candles placed not in an ev-
ergreen wreath but on a candelabrum.
 Every Saturday in December, Killingsworth 
says, she and her children baked and decorated 
Christmas sweets. The next day, on Sunday, they 
lit a candle and ate the treats.
 Traditionally, the Advent wreath is made up 
of real evergreen branches. Within the wreath 
are four or five candles, which symbolize the 
four virtues Jesus brought to humanity: Hope, 
love, joy and peace.
 On Christmas Eve, Killingsworth says she 
and her family would light the final candle to 
celebrate the winter solstice, a symbol of light 
returning to the earth. Joining them for the oc-
casion were their cherished German neighbors.
 Celebrating German customs, from shoes 
on the hearth to Advent candles, enriched the 
holidays when the Killingsworth children were 
growing up and continues to enrich them in 
daughter Kristine’s family.
 “What I love most about the season  is that 
the kids get more excited about giving, rather 
than getting,” she says. “That’s why I love the 
idea of St. Nikolaus more.”

The Killingsworth children at a time when the family was observing German Christmas customs. 
From left: LaDonnia, Bill, John, Laurinda, and Kristine.

DANIELA VAZQUEZ

Linnea Killngsworth shows how her children placed their shoes on the hearth the night of Dec. 4 
in hopes of finding them filled with goodies the next morning. This photo was taken at her bed-
and-breakfast inn at 244 S. Main in Ephraim.
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Making the season bright

By Suzanne Dean 

 The last place most people would want to be on Christmas is 
in the hospital. But that’s where three nurses at Gunnison Valley 
Hospital have been on Christmas Eve or Christmas every year for 
more than a decade. 
 The nurses haven’t exactly spent those days or nights rockin’ 
around the Christmas tree. More often, they’ve ridden in an am-
bulance through a snow storm, gone into rooms to wish patients 
“Merry Christmas,” or helped put a cast on a child who fell off a 
new bike.
 But they say the friendship they’ve felt with other nurses, the 
opportunity to bring cheer to patients, and some of the poignant 
experiences they’ve had are what the Christmas season, and their 
profession, are all about.
 The grand champion of the group is Barbara Hyett, RN, of 
Centerfield, who has been at Gunnison Valley for 27 years. She 
started as a nurse’s aide in 1989, and has been on duty on every 
Christmas since then. 
 “I don’t think I’ve missed a one,” she says. “I’ve held the 
hand of a dying man on Christmas Eve. I’ve delivered babies on 
Christmas morning. I’ve cared for people who had heart attacks 
and strokes. I’ve spent Christmas morning on an ambulance run 
while my children waited at home.” 
 Early in her career, nurses could move up in seniority faster by 
working weekends and holidays. That was one or her motivations 
for working on Christmas.
 The system has changed, and she has plenty of seniority now 
anyway. But now that her five children are grown, she chooses 
to work so nurses who have younger children can be with their 
families. 
 At Gunnison Valley, nurses work 12-hour shifts starting 
between 5:30 and 6:30 a.m. On Christmas day, the shifts are 
broken in half. Nurses starting in the morning get off between 
11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
 At least that’s how it’s supposed to work. “We typically get 
busy around 10:30 or 11 a.m.,” Hyett says. “Some of us don’t 
get off until the afternoon.”
 When her children were younger, the family would get up 
at 3 or 4 a.m. to open gifts before she left for work. Today, the 
family gathers for Christmas breakfast at the home of a married 
daughter. Hyett gets there in the middle of the day after she gets 
off work. 
 One of her vivid memories of working on Christmas was when 

a little girl came to the hospital early Christmas morning with 
a bowel obstruction. She needed to be transported to Primary 
Children’s Hospital in Salt Lake City.
 An ambulance, with Hyett and the patient on board, left 
Gunnison about 5:30 a.m. It was 8:30 or 9 a.m. before the girl 
had admitted to the children’s hospital. “I knew my children were 
home waiting,” Hyett recalls.
 By then, everybody on the ambulance crew was hungry. The 
only restaurant they could find open was the Denny’s on 7200 
South off I-15 in southern Salt Lake County. 
 It turned out the restaurant was serving a special meal for the 
homeless. The place was packed with homeless people. 
 “If we had any money in our pockets when we walked in, it 
was gone when we walked out,” Hyett says, because they gave 
it all to the homeless. “Every time I feel sorry for myself, I think 
back on that day.” 

 Heather Anderson, another RN, has worked at Gunnison 
Valley Hospital for 16 years. She is married to Jared Anderson, a 
teacher at Gunnison Valley Middle School and baseball coach at 
Gunnison Valley High School. They have five children, ages 5 to 
14, and live in Centerfield.
 During the Christmas season, she says, the whole hospital staff, 
not just the nursing staff, tries to brighten up the facility. There’s 
always a big Christmas tree in the lobby. And each department 
decorates a wreath for the door of one of the hospital rooms.
 The nurses have a tradition of each bringing a Christmas 
stocking. Beginning about Dec. 1, they hang the stockings along 
the main corridor leading to the nurse’s station. Pretty soon, there 
are about 30 stockings lining hallway.
 From then until Christmas, nurses quietly drop gifts and treats 

Dedicated nurses of Gunnison 
Valley Hospital devote their 
Christmases to helping others

Barbara Hyett, RN, (left); Teddi Sue Petersen, LPN; and Heather Anderson, RN, nurses at Gunnison Valley Hospital, have worked 
Christmas Eve or Christmas day every year for 10 or more years. Hyett hasn’t missed a Christmas in 27 years.

Continued on page 20
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into each other’s stockings. “Patients love it,” 
Anderson says. “They ask us about it all the 
time. The doctors have started to catch on, 
so they drop gifts in, too.”
 For most of her years on the nursing 
staff, she’s worked the overnight shift on 
Christmas Eve, arriving about 6:30 p.m. and 
getting off at 6:30 a.m. But she’s worked 
some Christmas days as well.
 “Christmas Eve for some reason is always 
a little busier than you’d expect,” she says. 
“Almost every Christmas Eve I’ve worked, 
someone’s had a heart attack. There’s almost 
always a Lifeflight or an ambulance transport. 
I remember nurses having to go on the am-
bulance because it was snowing and Lifeflight 
couldn’t get here.” 
 If patients are in the hospital close to 
Christmas, doctors often try to get them 
well enough to go home by Christmas day, 
Anderson says. So anybody still in the hos-
pital on Christmas is usually pretty ill.
 At Gunnison Valley, nurses go to each 
room as a group and wish the patient “Mer-
ry Christmas.” The kitchen serves a special 
turkey or roast beef lunch. 
 “You feel badly for the patients, that 
they’re missing out,” she says. “But the 
people you take care of don’t complain 
much.” Rather, she says, “there’s a feeling 
of gratitude.” 
 When she’s at the hospital on Christmas 
Eve, as she has been most years, her husband 
does the Christmas Eve preparations. 
 By the time she gets home, the children 
are up, or the Andersons get them up. 
“We open presents and see what Santa has 
brought,” she says. Then she goes to sleep 
for a couple of hours. 
 In the afternoon, the family visits extend-
ed family, generally for a lunch or dinner. 
At 6:30 that evening, she has to be back to 
work. 
 The Christmas Eve case that stands out 
in her mind involved teenage parents, a 
17-year-old mother and 18-year-old father. 
Their baby daughter had a heart defect and 
had been to Gunnison Valley quite a few 
times.
 When they brought the child in that 
Christmas Eve, she was having trouble 
breathing and was in serious condition. “We 
Lifeflighted her,” Anderson says. 
 Then one of the nurses overheard the 
couple talking, saying, “There’s no way we 
can get up there.” The parents had a vehicle 
but didn’t have enough money for gas to get 
to their baby’s side at Primary Children’s 
Hospital.
 “The nurses pooled their change,” she 
says, and sent the young couple on their way.
 “It’s a Christmas I’ll never forget,” 

she says. When you become aware of the 
problems others face “you always feel more 
grateful for what you have.” 
 Teddi Sue Petersen, an LPN, has been 
at Gunnison Valley 16 years. She’s a single 
mother of three children.
 She works five 12-hour shifts per week, 
three shifts at Gunnison Valley and two at an-
other hospital. She’s worked at one hospital 
or the other every Christmas for the past12 
years. 
 “It’s what you do,” she says. “I don’t 
know if it’s a nurse thing, but we’re willing 
to sacrifice time with our own families, put 
our own families on the back burner, to take 
care of others.” 
 This year, she’ll work from about 6 a.m. 
to noon on Christmas. Her children will go 
to their grandparents’ for breakfast. 
 “We’ll open gifts in the afternoon, she 
says. “A couple of years, we’ve had to do it 
the next day.” 
 But Petersen says what she goes through 
is nothing compared to the way her grandfa-
ther, Dr. Lamar Stewart, one of the founders 
of Gunnison Valley Hospital, practiced 
medicine.
 The phone at her grandparents’ house 
rang constantly, even on Christmas, she 
says. Early Christmas morning, Dr. Stewart 
would go to the hospital to see patients. He’d 
come home and do things with the family. 
Then he’d go back again. “By afternoon, he 
needed a nap,” she says.
 At times during the holidays when she 
isn’t with her children or extended family, 
“I enjoy the closeness here,” she says. “I feel 
so close to our workers here that they’re my 
second family.”
 On Christmas morning, she’s often the 
first person her patients see. She tells them, 
“It’s Christmas. This is something special. Let 
me be your family until yours comes” later 
in the day. 
 Once, she recalls, the Gunnison Market 
brought in a full meal for the whole nursing 
staff on Christmas. “That stood out. I thought 
that was very kind.” And sometimes “people 
pop in, bring goodies and thank us for being 
here.” 
 All of the nurses say the rewards of their 
jobs, make up for their sacrifices, including 
needing to work on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas. 
 “We’ve missed a lot with our families 
over the years, but we’ve received many 
other blessings,” Hyett says.
 “Somebody’s got to do it,” Petersen says. 
“What greater pleasure than to be serving 
someone....I’m so grateful for the jobs I 
have because in nursing you know you make 
a difference.”

Continued from page 18

Teddi Sue Petersen (front) and Barbara Hyett, nurses at Gunnison Valley Hospital, show how nurses 
hang Christmas stockings along the main corridor leading to the nurses station. About Dec. 1, the hall 
is lined with about 30 stockings. Nurses and doctors secretly drop treats and gifts into the stockings. 
Each nurse takes her stocking home for Christmas.  
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biblical parents, Mary and Joseph, or “Maria y 
Jose,” visited pleading for a place where Jesus 
could be born. Each “posada” is decorated with 
evergreens, moss and paper lanterns.
 During the days prior to Christmas, chil-
dren are given candles as well as likenesses of 
the Virgin Mary riding on a donkey alongside 
Joseph. 
 They walk in processions through the 
streets, stopping at homes of friends and neigh-
bors, asking for lodging for the holy parents 
through a traditional hymn called “Las Posadas.” 
 After the children sing, inn after inn sym-
bolically turns them away, saying that there is 
no room. Finally, the last house allows them to 
enter. The householders sing the final verse of 
the song, “Enter, enter, holy pilgrims, holy pil-
grims. Welcome to my humble home. Though 
‘tis little I can offer, all I have please call your 
own.”
 Preparation for the procession happens 
during the nine days prior to the Las Posadas 
festival. 
 Christmas Day is traditionally reserved for 
religious observance, contrary to the storm 
of gift-giving in America. In fact, American 
children probably would not be able to handle 
the anticipation of a traditional Mexican Christ-
mas, since gifts are not given out until Jan. 6, 
known as Three Kings’ Day. The day honors the 
account of gold, frankincense and myrrh being 
presented to the child Jesus.
 In America, the holidays, especially Christ-
mas, are the focus of extreme commercializa-

‘What can you give to Jesus?’

By Matt Harris

 MT. PLEASANT—When Christmas comes 
around, the world takes notice in a wide variety 
of ways. Mt. Pleasant resident Laura Najera has 
experienced the holiday in two countries, but 
one theme stays the same.
 Born and raised in Sinaloa, Mexico, a 
coastal Mexican town, Najera has lived in Mt. 
Pleasant for several years with her husband and 
small children, and ever since she rekindled her 
Catholic faith, Christmas has always been about 
one thing: “What can you give to Jesus?”
 Najera grew up as a Catholic, and she says 
her parents always told her that Christmas was 
about the baby Jesus and celebrating the birth 
of Jesus. Najera admits that as a child, she never 
seemed to catch on. 
 “I’m pretty new at celebrating how Christ-
mas should be,” she says. “I remember my 
parents talking about it, but I think it was about 
six years ago when I really started to appreciate 
it. It was more about the gifts when I was little.”
 Najera says a retreat sponsored by the Cath-
olic Church was the experience that changed her 
heart toward the holiday season. Since then, she 
says, her traditions have been influenced by her 
culture, but even more so by the rekindling of 
her faith.
 “Christmas, to me, means to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus,” Najera says. “Every year I wish 
for more of him in my heart, so I can be a little 
bit more like him. The gifts have always been 
there, but now I try to teach my kids that it’s 
not about the gifts. It’s about what we give.”
 While American tradition mostly condenses 
the celebration of Christmas into one day with 
a little bit of Christmas Eve, Mexicans have a 
nine-day celebration called Las Posadas, which, 
literally translated, means “The Inns.” 

Members of Laura Najera’s family act out the events in the biblical account of the 
first Christmas. Laura plays the part of Mary while her husband plays Joseph. (Inset, 
above) the Najera family: 

Hispanic family’s 
Catholic heritage 
plays major role in 
Christmas activities

Continued on page 23

The Daniel and Laura Najara family. From left are Daniel (with toddler 
Daniela in lap), Daren, Laura and Deiny.

 The entire Christmas celebration lasts from 
Dec. 12 to Jan. 6. The festival of Las Posadas 
begins on Dec. 16.

 During the festival of Las Posadas, Catholic 
churches transform their buildings into “posa-
das,” representing the various inns that Jesus’s 
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tion. Najera laments that these days, it’s not 
much different in many other parts of the world. 
 “I think southern Mexico is less commercial-
ized,” Najera says. “In the north (where Sinaloa 
is located), it’s a lot more so. Even my cousin 
is having her bachelorette party on Christmas 
Day.” 
 Najera tries to fight off the secularization in 
her family. The Najeras do not visit family until 
after Christmas is over. 
 “In ways that we can all just be reborn on 
Christmas Day, I want my kids to know that it’s 
Jesus’s time,” she says.
 Najera also says that, every year, she tries 
to cut back on the number of gifts her children 
receive to help them understand the main ques-
tion: “What are you going to give to Jesus?”
 Prayer plays a big role in the family ob-
servance. “Last year I heard a lot of people say 
things like, ‘I don’t feel the Christmas spirit,” 
Najera says. “On the very day, they can’t feel 
it. Well, I’ve been feeling it since the season 
started.” 
 The Najera family puts on a play each year 
in their home, similar to the Nativity, which 
recreates the events of the first Christmas, from 
the angel visiting Mary to the birth. The play is 
entertainment for friends who don’t make it to 
church. 
 All of these efforts are part of Najera’s mis-
sion to ensure that her children, unlike herself 
growing up, appreciate the religious nature of 
Christmas.
 “If you want to change something, you have 
to start with your family,” she says.
 Najera hopes the people of Sanpete County 
will remember what Christmas is really about. 
She sees the Christmas season as an oppor-
tunity for all nations to draw closer togeth-
er.  “When you understand what Christmas is 
about,” Najera says in her native language, “then 
you are able to look inside yourself and be more 
willing to give of yourself because that’s what 
Jesus did.”
 Feliz Navidad.

Children in the Najera family create images 
of the Three Kings out of soda bottles to 
remember the Christmas season.

Continued from page 22
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Peace and Quiet

By Linda Petersen

 Even in Sanpete County, many of us long 
for some peace and quiet during the Christmas 
season. 
 That’s not a problem for Brent Troutner, 
who lives in a cabin that sits on a ridge over-
looking the Mountain Dell Scout Ranch.
 Just 8 miles from the center of Mt. Pleasant, 
Mountain Dell is a world of its own, especially 

during the winter when Troutner, the Scout 
ranch “ranger,” is the lone person inhabiting the 
nearly 600 acres.
 The main installation at the ranch is the 
TIFIE Scout Camp, named after Utah County 
charity that donated funds to create the camp. 
At capacity, the camp can house up to 600 
boys, leaders and staff, so Troutner has a lot of 
buildings to maintain, including 19 staff cabins, 
a dining hall that seats 400, four program build-
ings, pavilions, 30 camp sites, a shooting-sports 

range, and high and low rope courses.
 “It’s one of the biggest residential camps 
in the western BSA (Boy Scouts of America),” 
Troutner says.
 There’s also a lot of paperwork and program 
planning to do for the camping season. Mountain 
Dell is busy with Scout groups from mid-May 
until late-September, or if weather permits as 
it did this year, through early-October.
 But after the last propane stove is folded up, 
the last tent slung into a trailer and the last SUV 
full of boys pulls out, silence descends.
 That’s the way Troutner likes it.
 Troutner, who was once married but is now 
single, moved from Nevada to Utah in 1984 to 
pursue his education. A couple of years ago, 

he fell into the position of ranger almost by 
accident.
 A Boy Scout volunteer for 35 years, he was 
a member of the Utah National Parks Council 
advancement (fund raising) committee and was 
in charge of advancement related to camps.
 In the spring of 2014, he was assigned to visit 
all the camps to implement some new training. 
During that time, he was based out of TIFIE. It 
wasn’t long before senior staff at the National 
Parks Council asked him to stay all summer.
 Last summer, he was “cajoled” into being 
the TIFIE camp director, he says, and the next 
thing he knew, he was replacing longtime ranger 

Brent Troutner, ranger at the Mountain Dell Scout Ranch east of Mt. Pleasant, leans against a post on the porch of his cabin. The cabin overlooks the 600-acre ranch, and beyond the ranch, the 
Wasatch Plateau. Troutner says wherever he spends Christmas or whatever Christmas gifts he receives, nothing beats the gift of being surrounded by nature and seeing an awesome sunset every night. 

Camp Mountain Dell caretaker enjoys 
solitude during the hectic holidays

Continued on page 26
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Dave Merrill, who had to retire because of 
ill-health.
 “I don’t even know how it happened,” 
he says.
 Troutner says his family wondered if 
he would turn out like Jack Nicholson in 
the movie, “The Shining.” (The character 
is a winter caretaker at an isolated hotel 
who loses his mind.) Instead, he has been 
surprised at how easily he has made the 
transition to the solitary life.
 “I was a little worried about what they’d 
think, but they’re glad I’m happy. This is 
something I can sink my teeth into,” he says 
of the job he loves.
 “I’m not as lonely as I thought I’d be. 
There’s too much to do. There’s so much 
more that I want to do. It’s never boring.”
 “Of course, if the Internet goes out, 
that’s a whole other story,” he says.
 Troutner admits it took a little time to 
get used to life on the 8,000-foot ranch. 
Aside from physical challenges such as being 
unexpectedly winded by exertion at that 
altitude, it takes a certain mental fortitude.
  “Ten years ago I couldn’t have done 
this, but I’ve gone through stuff in my life 
the last few years that has made this pos-
sible for me... In some ways, this was the 
right time to be here. It’s not only taking 
care of some important physical needs, it’s 
allowing me to do something that makes a 
difference for some special people,” he says.
 Since he has family in Utah County, 
Troutner probably won’t be spending 
Christmas Day itself on the mountain. He 
says the plan right now is to spend it with 
some of his kids and grandkids.
 Originally from Sparks, Nev., he and 
his former wife have ancestors from San-
pete County and spend a very traditional 
Christmas with the family.
 “We always have Danish egg custard on 
Christmas morning,” he says. 
 They also make the a trip to Terrel’s 
Market in Mt. Pleasant for 60 pounds of 
Danish sausage every year. “It’s not Christ-
mas without getting the sausage,” he says.
 Despite being an avowed westerner, 
Troutner did wonder what it would be like 
to live in a small town for “a good chunk” of 
his time. But he says he has grown to love 
the Sanpete Valley.
 He stopped into town during Mt. Pleas-
ant’s Christmas festival last year and was en-
chanted by it. “It was definitely small-town 
Utah, and it was kind of neat,” he says.
 This year will be Troutner’s second 
winter on the mountain.
 “There’s an amazing view out of the 
cabin,” he says. “It’s totally quiet and peace-
ful. Once in a while a deer or a turkey will 

cross the path, but that’s about it.”
 Troutner is not sure what to expect of 
the weather this year.
 “Last year at this time, we had one-and-
a-half feet of snow. This year, it’s as dry as 
a bone,” he said in early November.
 But Troutner knows all that could 
change quickly. “Last year, there were two 
three-day periods where the road was so 
bad I was afraid to go down the mountain,” 
he says.
 If he ends up spending the holiday at 
camp, there won’t be much in the way of 
decorations. “I don’t need that,” he says.
 Instead, he says, he can always read, 
watch TV, work on models or even orga-
nize the main wood shop at the camp. 
 But “I would be feeling a little sorry for 
myself,” he admits.
 Troutner’s winter paradise may soon 
be more accessible to the public.
 “The goal is to improve the road so that 
we can cater to events year round,” as long 
as the financial aspects can be worked out, 
he says.
 In the meantime, the unexpected can 
and does happen at Mountain Dell. Last 
year almost 12 feet of snow slid off one of 
the buildings and took out a wall.
 So Troutner tries to prepare for all 
eventualities. And he never goes anywhere 
without his snow gear.
 “It still isn’t easy when your snowmo-
bile tips over in a 12-foot snow bank,” he 
says.
 While he generally enjoys the life at 
camp, Troutner admits to having been 
spooked a time or two.
 “A couple of times I heard a noise at 
night and it turned out to be nothing more 
than a jet flying overhead,” he says.
 Other times, the noises haven’t been 
so harmless.
 “I’ve gone out to check on buildings and 
heard what sounded like a wild child crying 
in the trees. Turned out it was a cougar. 
That was something,” he says.
 Troutner is passionate about his voca-
tion. He is especially proud of his work-
place, something not everyone can say, and 
he loves to show it off.
 “It’s a gem. It really is. The camp isn’t 
open to the public, but I’d be more than 
happy to give people tours,” he says.
 Wherever he spends Christmas, what-
ever gift may be lying under the Christmas 
tree, Troutner says it will never beat what 
he has at Mountain Dell.
 “Every day I’m on the mountain I get 
the gift of being surrounded by nature and 
every night I have an awesome sunset.”

Continued from page 24

View looking over a couple of the more than 30 buildings at the Mountain Dell Scout Ranch with mountains 
in the background. Troutner takes care of 19 staff cabins, the lodge, four program buildings, 30 camp 
sites, a shooting range and a ropes course. After campers leave in September or October, he’s mostly 
alone at the ranch. 
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The Gift of Sound
Robert Stevens

 During the Christmas season of 2014, Margie Monnett of Spring 
City received a gift she never thought possible: hearing the sounds of 
her husband’s and children’s voices for the first time in her life.
 Those voices, of her husband of 32 years and of their 13 children, 
were a gift Monnett says she will treasure for the rest of her life. 
 At just 22 months, polio robbed her of nearly all her hearing. The 
gift of hearing, something most take for granted, was bestowed on her 
through modern medical science.
 Monnett was born in Grantsville in Tooele County and was a 
healthy toddler until a fateful day when her mother took her down 
from her high chair and realized she could not move. 
 “She knew immediately there was something very wrong,” Monnett 
says.
 They went to the hospital where medical professionals diagnosed 
her with polio and immediately quarantined her.
 Monnett and her family traveled to Pittsburgh where her grand-
father taught at Pennsylvania State University. She was admitted to a 
facility called the D.T. Watson Home, which specialized in treating 
children with polio.
 “I recuperated physically,” Monnett says. “I wore a brace and had 
lots of surgeries, but my physical body was weakened.”
 The family moved back to Grantsville after a year and a half, and 
Monnett spent the next several years engaged in physical therapy to 
enhance her recovery.
 “Then I started first grade,” Monnett says. “Only when I did, I 
wasn’t catching things. Teachers began complaining  that I could not 
hear them.”
 When her mother had Monnett’s hearing tested, doctors discov-
ered she had lost 100 percent of her hearing in her right ear, and only a 
fraction of hearing remained in the other ear. To make matters worse, 
the range of sound frequencies heard by her “good” ear was extremely 
limited.
 “It was suggested that I go to the live-in blind and deaf school in 
Brigham City,” Monnett says. “My folks said no. They decided I would 
have to adapt.” 
 Monnett’s parents taught her to sit in the front of the classroom. 
point her hearing ear towards the teacher and take good notes. 
 “Through my early years in school, I learned to become a very good Margie Monnett sits at the family piano. Monett and her husband, Spring City Mayor Jack Monett, have several concert 

pianists in the family they raised together, but until she received a cochlear implant during December of 2014, she couldn’t 
really hear them play. Now, she says, she revels in the music and in the sound of her loved ones’ voices.

For Christmas in 2014, Spring City 
woman hears family’s voices, sounds 
of the season for the irst time

Continued on page 29
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New location: 
295 N. Main, Ephraim

283-4425

lip reader,” Monnett adds. “I could always 
tell what people were saying, even from a 
distance. Sometimes I saw them say things 
they would not have wanted or suspected 
me to hear. I didn’t broadcast it. It was just 
something I innately picked up, and it was my 
survival skill.”
 Her skills of listening to what she could 
hear, combined with lip reading, would take 
her all the way to a degree from BYU and a 
career as a school teacher.
 When she married her second husband, 
current Spring City Mayor Jack Monnett, 
they each had children from their previous 
marriage (13 in all). The couple raised them 
as one big family, but for over 30 years, their 
voices were silent or like whispers to Mon-
nett.
 In 2012, Monnett started to notice that 
the narrow range of hearing she did have was 
slipping away.
 “I tolerated it for about a year and a half, 
but it was getting progressively worse,” she 
says.
 Monnett went to an audiologist in Pro-
vo, who tested her hearing.  It had dropped 
significantly. The audiologist suggested they 
check with a surgeon to see if she might qual-

ify for a cochlear implant or “bionic ear.” 
 “’OK, it’s not going to hurt giving it a 
try,’” she thought. 
  She soon learned she met all the qual-
ifications to have the implant done. “I just 
remember crying when I got the news. It was 
like the greatest Christmas gift I could ever 
receive even to know I might be able to hear 
again.”
 The second week of November, 2014, 
Monnett had the cochlear implant surgery. 
She had to wait about a month for the surgery 
to heal before she could turn the device on. 
 Monnett had her implant activated for the 
first time on Dec. 5, 2014. When audiolo-
gist clipped on the external ear piece of the 
cochlear implant and turned it on, Monnett 
says she was flooded with emotion.
 “I had my husband with me,” Monnett 
says, “and I just cried, because no matter how 
quiet or how loudly he spoke to me,  for the 
first time in my life, I could truly hear his 
voice and its full range. It was deeper than I 
expected it to be... We cried together.”
 Monnett reached out to her children. It 
was the first time she had heard their real 
voices instead of reading their lips or trying 
to make out what they were saying with the 

little hearing she still had.
 “I had just heard my husband for the first 
time, and now, at age 66, I was able to hear 
my children’s’ voices,” Monnett says. “It was 
a very emotional.”
 Later that evening, Monnett attended 
the International Folk Dancers Christmas 
Concert at BYU with her brothers.
 “I cried my eyes out during the entire 
performance,” Monnett says. Until receiving 
the cochlear implant, her drastically limited 
range of hearing prevented her from hearing 
the sounds made by many orchestral instru-
ments.
 “I had never heard the cymbals, the bass, 
the guitars or many others,” Monnett says. “It 
was new and beautiful. It was overwhelming 
because I had no idea all the sounds an orches-
tra could make. “
 Monnett says that day in December, when 
her cochlear implant was activated, was a day 
she will remember forever.
 “It was joyous,” Monnett says,  “but that 
day was a very humble, humble day because I 
had been given something that I thought was 
impossible ever to have. I remember I kept 
saying ‘I can hear. I can hear. I didn’t know 
that sounded like that!’ I was in total awe of 

the whole experience. In fact, my first couple 
months, I was just in awe at the miracle of the 
gift of sound.”
 Since then, Monnett has continued to see 
her audiologist, getting her hearing checked 
and her implant optimized every six months. 
The doctor says she has responded unusually 
well to the implant, which he attributes to the 
language skills she learned before her hearing 
loss and all the reading her parents did with 
her during her formative years.
 Music always played a big role in the  
Monnett household. Some family members 
are concert-level pianists.
 “Now  I love music, and I am always trying 
to pick out the different instruments that I 
could never hear before,” Monnett says. “I 
love orchestras, but I also love modern music 
too. This gift has changed how I look at music 
and vocal artists because now I can study their 
sounds and technique.”
 Among so many of the gifts that accom-
panied Monnett’s hearing recovery, she cites 
improvements in her family life and social life 
due to improved communication.
 Margie’s husband Jack says with a wink, 
“it’s been wonderful, but I can’t get away 
with anything anymore.”

Continued from page 28
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 Sanpete County cooks are getting ready for the holidays, 
dusting off their tried and true recipes, or perhaps feeling a 
little adventurous and planning to try something different.
 We contacted several of them and cajoled them into 
sharing some of their best dishes for a great Thanksgiving 
spread. 

Sanpete Barbecued
Turkey Steaks

From the kitchen of Mike Olsen, Manti

 2 1/2 lb. boneless turkey breast, skin removed
 1/2 cup canola oil
 1 cup lower-sodium soy sauce
 1 cup 7-up or Sprite
 1/4 tsp. garlic powder
 1/4 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
 1/4 cup toasted sesame seeds (optional)
 1 Tbs. horseradish

 Slice turkey breast into ¾-1-inch steaks.
 In a glass baking dish, mix together the rest of the ingre-
dients.
Add turkey and stir to coat all sides with marinade. Cover and 
refrigerate overnight. 
 Remove and drain turkey, discard marinade.
 Grill turkey, uncovered, over med-high heat turning 
frequently for 8-10 minutes per side or until the internal 
temperature reaches 165F. 
  (Note: This marinade can be used to baste a whole turkey. 
Or if the holidays have you a little frazzled this year, you can 
pick up a 9-pound package of premarinated turkey steaks at 
the Moroni Norbest retail store.)

Green Bean Casserole
From the kitchen of Debbie 
and Ken Harman, Manti

 2 cans French-style green 
beans, drained 
 1 can cream of mushroom 
soup 
 1/2 soup can of milk 
 Salt and pepper 
 2 cups French-fried onions 
(instructions below)

 Spread green beans evenly 
in a 9x13 baking dish. Com-
bine soup and milk. Pour over 
green beans. Season with salt and pepper. Sprinkle French-fried 
onions evenly over casserole. Bake at 350 for 30 minutes or 
until hot and bubbly.

French-fried onions:
 1 medium onion, thinly sliced
 1 cup all-purpose flour
 Oil for deep frying

 Do not pat dry onions. Place flour in a shallow dish. Dust 
onions in flour until no longer wet.
 Heat oil until very hot. Drop onions a few at a time in 
hot oil until browned and crispy. Place on paper towel and 
sprinkle immediately with salt. Eat as a snack or use in recipes 
like green bean casserole.

Cornbread Stuffing
From the kitchen of Debbie and Ken Harman, Manti

 Double batch corn bread (two 9x13 pans) cooked the night 
before.
 Turkey giblets and meat from neck (boiled)
 1/2 cup broth (from boiled giblets and neck)
 1 onion, chopped
 2 cloves garlic
 1 whole apple
 1 can olives drained
 1 cup nuts, any variety
 Season to taste: salt, pepper, poultry seasoning and sage.

 Pass all ingredients except cornbread through a food pro-
cessor. Cube corn bread into a large mixing bowl. Combine 
with remaining ingredients until thoroughly blended. Loosely 
stuff turkey and cook as directed on turkey.

Smashed Sweet 
Potatoes

From the kitchen of 
Dirk Correnti, Manti

 4 pounds sweet potatoes 
(about 6 large)
 1/2 cup orange juice
 1/2 cup heavy cream
 4 Tbs. (1/2 stick) unsalted butter, melted
 1/4 cup light brown sugar
 1 tsp. ground nutmeg
 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
 2 tsp. kosher salt
 1 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
 Zest of 1 orange
 Mini marshmallows

 Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. Scrub the potatoes, 
prick them several times with a knife or fork, and bake them 
for 1 hour or until very soft when pierced with a knife. 
Remove from the oven and scoop out the insides as soon 
as they are cool enough to handle. Place the sweet potato 
meat into the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with a paddle 
attachment and add the orange juice, cream, butter, brown 
sugar, nutmeg, cinnamon, salt, and pepper. Mix together 
until combined but not smooth and transfer to a baking dish.

 Bake the potatoes for 20 to 30 minutes, until heated 
through. Remove from oven, add mini marshmallows and 
brown in the oven to finish
 Based on recipe by Ina Garten in “Barefoot Contessa Parties,”,2001

Pumpkin Cheesecake with 
Pecan-Gingersnap Crust 

From the kitchen of Nicole Day, Fairview, and 
“Our Best Bites – Mormon Moms in the Kitchen”

Crust
 1 ¾ cups gingersnap crumbs (about 30 small cookies)
 ¾ cup ground pecans
 6 Tbs. butter melted (no substitutions)
 3 Tbs. brown sugar

Filling
 6 ounces white chocolate (or 1 cup white chocolate chips)
 3 (8-ounce) packages cream cheese

A Taste of the Holidays

Continued on page 32

A pre-marinated turkey breast from Norbest retail store.

Debbie Harman

Dirk Correnti
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 1 cup sugar
 3 eggs
 ¾ cup canned pumpkin puree
 2 tsp. vanilla
 ¼ tsp. nutmeg
 1-1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
 1/8 tsp. cloves

Topping
 Sweetened whipped cream
 1/3 cup roughly chopped pecans, either 
toaster or candied
 2 Tbs. bottled caramel sauce
 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Use two 
large pieces of heavy-duty aluminum foil to 
wrap the bottom and outside of cheesecake 
pan. This will prevent leaks when using the 
water bath. Alternately, a turkey roasting bag 
maybe used to prevent water from leaking into 
the pan. 
 To make the crust, crush the gingersnaps.* 
Finely chop the pecans. Combine gingersnaps, pecans and brown sugar, and butter well. Evenly 
press the crumbs on the bottom and about 1 inch up the sides of a 9-inch springform pan.
 To melt the white chocolate, place in a microwave-safe bowl and microwave in 30 second 
intervals, stirring in between, until smooth. Set aside.  
 With an electric mixer beat cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Add eggs one at a time. 
Add pumpkin, vanilla, nutmeg, cinnamon and cloves.
 With the mixer running, slowly and steadily add in the white chocolate in a steady stream. 
Pour the filling mixture on top of the crust.
 Place the cheesecake pan inside a larger pan that’s at least 2-3 inches deep.(I use a Dutch 
oven) Place in the preheated oven. With a  kettle or pitcher filled with hot water, pour water 
into the larger pan about halfway up the sides of the springform pan, or approximately 1 ½ to 
2 inches.
 Bake for 60-75 minutes or until set. The center should be slightly jiggly for the best texture. 
 When it’s done, remove from oven and place on a rack until completely cool. Refrigerate 
for at least 12 hours. (This is a very soft cheesecake so sufficient chilling is very important.)
 When ready to serve, spread sweetened whipped cream on top, drizzle caramel sauce over 
it, and sprinkle with pecans. 
 *To get crumbs for cookie crusts, you can either place the cookies in a food processor and process them 
until you have enough crumbs or place them in a heavy-duty zip-top bag and roll them with a rolling pin. 

Pecan Pie
From the kitchen of Sue Player, Fountain Green

 Pastry shell for 9-inch pie  
 6 Tbs. butter.
 1 cup Anderson’s apple syrup
 1 cup dark or light Agave
 4 eggs
 1 tsp. salt
 2 tsp. vanilla extract
 1 cup pecans - halves or coarsely chopped.

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
 Heat butter and syrups until bubbly and reduce 
down by a 1/4 cup or so.
 Let cool. Beat eggs (or whip in blender) and add to syrups. Line pastry shell with pecans. 
Carefully pour custard over them. Place foil wrap loosely over the pie. 
 Carefully insert pie into oven. (If you don’t, you will have a burned edge like I did.).
 Cool pie and then refrigerate. Serve small servings with a dollop of whipped cream (not too 
greatly sweetened). 

Cranberry-Pear Chutney
From the kitchen of Yvonne Hansen, Fountain Green

Recipe found in Cooking Light November 2004
 
 This ruby-colored relish can be made up to three weeks ahead and stored in airtight jars in 
the refrigerator until you are ready to serve.  It also makes a great hostess gift when packed in 
small, decorative glass jars.

 1-1/2 cups sugar
 1 cup water
 1 tsp. salt
 1/8 tsp. ground cloves
 2 (3-inch) cinnamon sticks
 1 (12-ounce) package fresh cranberries
 2 cups chopped and peeled pears (about 3 medium)
 1 cup chopped peeled Granny Smith apple (about 1 medium)
 3/4 cup golden raisins
 1/3 cup chopped onion (optional - I have never used)
 1 tsp. ground ginger)
 2 Tbs. fresh lemon juice

 Combine the first six ingredients in a large saucepan; bring to a boil, stirring until the sugar 
dissolves.  Reduce heat, and simmer 10 minutes or until cranberries begin to pop and release 
juices.  Stir in pear, apple, raisins, ginger and onion (optional). Cook 20 minutes or until fruit is 
tender.  Remove from heat, stir in lemon juice.  Cool to room temperature and discard cinnamon 
sticks.   Cover and chill.
 Yield:  4 3/4 cups   (serving size: 1/4 cup)

Continued from page 30
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Featuring Utah’s Largest Christmas Music Library!

Playing 24 hours a day Nov. 25th through December 25th.

NOV. 25th
BEGINNING
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Caravan of police cars ferries needy youngsters from McDonald’s, where they ate breakfast, to Walmart, where, with the help of officers, they will shop for gifts for their families. 

How You Can HelpHow You Can HelpHow You Can Help
 We all know that the true Christmas spirit isn’t about 
receiving but giving. Most of us want to help outside our 
immediate families but often don’t know how.
 We’ve put together a list of several community organiza-
tions that could use just a few hours, a few cans or a few dollars 
to make a difference in the lives of many Sanpete families this 
holiday season.

Sanpete Pantry
 
 These days the shelves of the Sanpete Pantry are looking pretty 
bare, according to Pantry Director Anji Caffey.  Although she 
expects food to come in from an upcoming scheduled BSA food 
drive, Caffey worries that it just won’t be enough.
 “November through February are the four worst months,” 
she said. “After the holidays, everyone is worried about paying 
the bills and just don’t have much to give.”
 This time of year Caffey is particularly looking for Thanksgiv-
ing meals and Christmas dinners for the 400 to 600 families she 
expects to feed.
 The pantry is in particular need of meat – canned, hamburger, 
etc. (It cannot be deer or elk meat and must be purchased from 
a store) in addition to fruit. Other needed items are cake mixes, 
pie fillings, boxes of stuffing, skillet meals such as Hamburger 
Helper, pasta and rice. The pantry also always needs juice, milk 
and dry goods.
 Currently the pantry is well-stocked with vegetables, soup 
and beans.
 You can call the pantry at 462-3006 to find out how to donate 
or sponsor a food drive or visit the pantry’s website at http://
www.sanpetepantry.com to donate online.
 The Sanpete Pantry is at 1080 S. Blackhawk Blvd., Mt. Pleas-
ant.

Shop with a Cop
 
 Police officers from agencies all across the county will pair up 
with some needy Sanpete youngsters for the annual Shop with a 
Cop event Saturday, Dec. 8.
 Participants will meet at the Snow College Greenwood Stu-
dent Center at 7 a.m. and then get to ride in police cars to the 
Ephraim McDonalds for a free breakfast.

 The group will then travel in a convoy, complete with lights 
and sirens, to Walmart where each child will be given a $125 gift 
card to shop with their partner officers for Christmas.
The 50 or so participants will be chosen from schools all over 
Sanpete County.
 According to Ephraim Police Chief Ron Rasmussen, Shop 

Anji Caffey stocks Sanpete Pantry shelf with what little she has.

Giving is the true spirit of Christmas

Continued on page 36
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Upgrade your Internet today. 
visit: centracom.com/moreSpeed 

427-3331

Let’s face it. You’re ready for more speed.

Uppppgrade your Internet to

How many Internet 
connected devices 
are in your home?

You may be surprised how many devices you have in your home. The average home 

has over 5 devices. Do you wish movies and music could be downloaded more quickly? 

Each connected device will use Internet bandwidth leaving less for other devices. For 

example, Netflix recommends a 10Mbps connection for each account streaming to only 

two devices. CentraCom has the Internet speeds to meet your growing needs. We offer 

Internet speeds that will help all your connected devices do more, faster, from streaming 

movies to researching homework assignments and more. More speed keeps your 

devices happy, add more speed today at centracom.com/moreSpeed
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with a Cop takes a large effort and donations are always needed.
 You can drop off or mail monetary donations marked “Shop with a Cop” to Ephraim City Hall,  
5 S. Main Street, Ephraim. You can also call the city and make a credit card donation over the phone.

Sub for Santa
 
 The Sanpete Humanitarian Council again needs donations and volunteers to make its annual 
Sub for Santa possible.
 The organization has bins set up at several locations across the county where you can drop off 
new, unwrapped toys for underprivileged children in the area.
 The following are Sub for Santa drop-off sites:
 Fairview: Far West Bank
 Mt. Pleasant: Horseshoe Mountain Hardware, Terrell’s Thriftway, Far West Bank, Wasatch 
Academy
 Ephraim: Ephraim Market Fresh, Snow College, Utah Heritage Credit Union
 Manti: Manti Market Fresh, Sanpete Messenger
 Gunnison: Rasmussen Ace Hardware, Gunnison Market 
 Checks can also be mailed to Sanpete Sub for Santa, P.O. Box 302, Mt. Pleasant, UT 84647.
 On Saturday, Dec. 10 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. families in need can come by the Mechanics 
Building on the Snow west campus, fill out an application and pick out toys for their children. 
There will be signs directing people to the Mechanics Building. (Parents need to bring some kind 
of verification that their children live in Sanpete County.)
 To help with gift distribution the Humanitarian Council needs about 20 volunteers to work a 
2-3-hour shift, or to help clean up afterwards. 
 The operation particularly needs Spanish-speaking volunteers.
 To volunteer, call Kay Jensen at 835-8171.

Tree of Angels
 The Child Abuse Prevention Team (CAPT), made up of more than 20 middle and high school students 
from across the county, is again sponsoring its annual Tree of Angels at Jensen’s Department Store, 29 N. 
Main St. in Manti. Beginning the day after Thanksgiving, Friday, Nov. 25, the tree will be decorated with 
close to 400 angels, each representing a needy child. The angel ornament will contain a short wish list for the 
child.
 You can help out by dropping by the store and picking out one or more angels. If you can purchase just 
one or two items on the list, CAPT can finish out the list using donated funds. Just return the new, unwrapped 
items to the store as soon as possible after taking an angel. You can also donate money at the store.

Continued from page 34

From left, Mykala Blake, Taylor Harrison and  Austin Coppersmith of the Child Abuse Prevention Team 
wrap gifts that will supplement what the community puts under the Tree of Angels at Jensen’s in Manti.

Dave and his staff wish everyone a most merry Holiday Season!HOLIDAY GIFTS!
Ceramic Santas

LDS Books

Thanksgiving Gifts
HOLIDAY GIFTS!
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What makes a home perfect is different for everybody. Whether it’s the distance from the master bedroom to the 
potential baby room, or the perfect window seat for your very best friend, Zions Bank can help get you into something 

just right for you and your family. With a variety of loan options for new construction, refinancing and first-time 
homebuyers, we can help get you financed and moved into exactly what you’re looking for.

Visit Zions Bank to get preapproved for your perfect home today. 

Manti
1 S. Main St. 

435-835-7471

Ephraim
10 S. Main St. 
435-283-6175

When you find the right home, 
we’ll find the right loan.

Loans subject to credit approval; terms and conditions apply. See your local financial center for details. NMLS #467014.

Equal Housing LenderA division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC. 

1610-160 Manti Thanksgiving Ad.indd   1 11/8/16   10:29 AM
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• One entry per child, ages 6-11. Children must do their own work. 
Use crayons or colored pencils. Be sure to include child’s name, 
age, phone number and hometown on the entry.

• Entries are due Friday, Dec. 16, at 5 p.m. at either the Sanpete 
Messenger (35 S. Main, Manti) or Kopy Katz (51 S. Main, Ephraim).

• Entries will be judged on color choice, neatness and originality.

• Prizes will be awarded to the winners in each of six age-group 
categories. (Five will win a $10 Wal-Mart gift card; one child will 
win the grand prize of a $50 Wal-Mart gift card.)

1050 South State, Mt. Pleasant

Grocery, bakery, produce, pharmacy... friends.

Many in-store
specials during

Santa’s visit

Visit Santa

Saturday, Dec. 10 - 10 am-1 pmSaturday, Dec. 10 - 10 am-1 pm
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SANPETE MESSENGER / KOPY KATZ PRINTING - 2016 HOLIDAY COLORING CONTEST

Name ______________________________________________   Phone ________________________  Age _______

Address ________________________________________________________  City __________________________

Turn in by Dec. 16, 2016 to Kopy Katz Printing, 51 S. Main, Ephraim, or Sanpete News, 35 S. Main, Manti - See rules and prizes Page 39


