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2017 Miss Manti royalty: first attendant 
Jenessa King (left), Miss Manti Breanna 

Hedelius ,second attendant Jasmine Alcala

Sanpete County Fair
Mutton Bustin’

MANTI

Mayor: Korry Soper. City Council: Darren Dyreng, Vaun Mickelsen, Jason Maylett, Jason Vernon, Gary Chidester

On behalf of the Manti City Council and residents, I 
would like to welcome you to the City of Manti.  
 Founded in 1849, Manti is one of the oldest 

communities in Utah and was the springboard for settle-
ment for much of central and southern Utah. Evidence 
of the early pioneer builders exist today in the scores of 
rock buildings, including homes, churches and public 
buildings.  
 A beautiful community of 3,300 people, Manti is a 
wonderful place to live, work, play and visit. Relax at one 
of our parks or cool off  at our pool. Take a stroll down 
our historic Main Street, and enjoy our shopping and 
restaurants, or explore our city and see some of the earliest 
buildings constructed in the state of Utah. 
 For the outdoor enthusiast, Manti off ers excellent 
camping, hunting, boating, fi shing, hiking and ATV riding all within a short distance 
from our city center.
 Th ank you for visiting us, we look forward to serving you. We appreciate your visit 
and invite you to return to Manti for our Old-fashioned Fourth of July celebration, San-
pete County Fair, Manti Mountain ATV Run, annual Rat Fink Reunion, or to experience 
our new city sports complex, currently under development north of the cemetery, or 
just to explore and enjoy one of Utah’s oldest and most historic communities.

Sincerely,
Mayor Korry L. Soper

Welcome to Manti Table of Contents
General  Information
 Pageant presidency message ................................................................................. 4
 Maps ...................................................................................................................6-7
 National Anthem soloists ...................................................................................... 8
 Cast and crew ...................................................................................................... 10
 Sequence of scenes ............................................................................................... 12

Features
 Q&A with new Pageant president ...................................................................... 16
 New director’s fresh approach ............................................................................. 20
 Pageant’s economic impact ................................................................................. 24
 Pageant broadens social media approach .......................................................... 26
 50th anniversary book fi nished .......................................................................... 28
 A change in approach to missionary work ......................................................... 30
 People behind the Pageant .................................................................................. 32
 Manti Temple, an architectural and spiritual masterpiece ............................... 34

Visitor Attractions and Services
 Family History Tent ............................................................................................ 40
 Pre-Pageant entertainment ................................................................................ 42
 Th ings to do ......................................................................................................... 44
 Food and lodging................................................................................................. 46
 Other LDS pageants ............................................................................................ 52



June 15-17, 20-24, 2017 3

Bank employees: Kelsey Childs (left), Ashley Bown (center), Karen Robinson (right)

HISTORIC CANUTE PETERSON HOME, ADJACENT TO CACHE VALLEY BANK

Visit us online at cachevalleybank.com

 Cache Valley Bank’s  is committed to continued restoration  and maintenance of the historic Canute Peter-

son house immediately north of the bank.

 The entire east wall of the two-story house and a portion of its south wall are now safely inside the lobby 

of the bank. Work on the preservation and restoration of the Peterson house is still ongoing. 
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T he theme for the Mormon 
Miracle Pageant this year is: 
“That you may see, feel and 

know.” This concept comes from the 
Book of Mormon, 3 Nephi 11:15. 
When Jesus Christ visited among 
the inhabitants of this continent, 
after his resurrection, He invited 
each of the people to come and 
witness for themselves, individually, 
the tokens of the atonement. As they 
did this they … “did see with their 
eyes and feel with their hands, and 
did know of a surety and did bear 
record, that it was he, of whom it 
was written by the prophets, that 
should come.”
 It is our hope and prayer that as 
you enjoy the Pageant this evening, 
that you will be able to “see,” as you 
come face to face with people from 
the past, those who witnessed the 
visit of Jesus Christ to the Americas 
and our pioneer ancestors who have 
passed down our rich legacy. We 
are blessed to be able to build on 
the legacy of those who have gone 
before us and prepared the way. 
 We believe that as you see peo-
ple and scenes, and hear doctrines 
taught tonight, that this will in-
crease your understanding of the 
restoration of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in our day.  
 We believe that you will feel 
the truth of the doctrines which 
are presented in your hearts, and 
that you will be taught of the spir-
it, as you see and hear the doctrines 
presented in the Pageant tonight. We 
believe through this experience, your 
testimonies will be strengthened and 
you will have an increased knowledge 
of the truthfulness of the doctrines of 
the restoration and that this will lead 
you to trust more fully in the atonement 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
 Many of you may have heard that 
there are some changes to the Pageant 
this year. We will confirm that some 
of those rumors are likely true. The 
primary reason for change is so that 

we can improve and more effectively 
share this story and teach the doctrines 
of the restoration. These changes were 
not made for the sake of change. 
 This is a unique Pageant season. We 
are a new Pageant presidency; there is a 
new director, Denise Hagemeister, who 
will bring to the Pageant a wonderful 
background of theater experience. 
Many of the changes will be imple-
mented because of her vision as the 
new director. 
 Some of the changes you will see 
have come about through counseling 
together as a Pageant presidency and 

by counseling together with the creative 
team led by Sister Hagemeister. In all 
cases we have sought to be “led of the 
Spirit.” We have sought and received ap-
proval from our ecclesiastical leaders, 
namely the Presidency of the Seventy. 
The changes have been implemented 
by the Missionary Department of the 
church. Now we have “the great and ex-
citing task” of bringing this all together 
and presenting it to you.
 We conclude with this final thought: 
The Lord is very aware of the changes 
that have been made. The Spirit has 
been working with each of us to prepare 

us for this experience. The Spirit has 
also been working with you who will 
come, that your hearts will be prepared 
to receive the story and message in the 
way that it will be presented this year. 
 We have a compelling story to tell. 
The power comes from the fact that this 
story teaches doctrines of the restored 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and when these 
doctrines are taught correctly,  the 
Holy Ghost can then bear witness of 
these truths. It is through this process 
that each of us may come to “see, feel 
and know” of the truthfulness of this 
powerful story.

The new Mormon Miracle Pageant Presidency are (from left): Ken Lindsay, executive secretary; Jean Bradley, secretary; Norman Jensen, fi rst counselor; Denise 
Hagemeister, director; Milton Olsen, president; Meagan White, fi nancial secretary; and Troy Shelley, second counselor.

‘That you may see, feel and know’
Pageant Presidency message:



June 15-17, 20-24, 2017 5

Upgrade your Internet today. 
visit: centracom.com/moreSpeed

Let’s Face it. You’re ready for more speed.

How many Internet 
connected devices 
are in your home?

You may be surprised how many devices you have in your home. The average home 

has over 5 devices. If you have more than 3 devices, the basic 10 Mbps service may not 

be enough. 

Do you wish movies and music could be downloaded more quickly? Each connected 

device will use Internet bandwidth leaving less for other devices. For example, Netflix 

recommends a 10 Mbps connection for each account. CentraCom has the Internet 

speeds to meet your growing needs. We offer Internet speeds that will help all your 

connected devices do more, even faster. More speed keeps your devices happy, add 

more speed today at centracom.com/moreSpeed or call 427-3331

Is it time to upgrade your Internet?
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Pageant Dinner Location: Manti Armory, 85 W. Union

Seating

Manti
City
Cemetery

Pioneer
Heritage
Garden

Pioneer
Heritage
Garden

Fairgrounds
(Craft Fair)

Official
Pageant
Traffic
Only

Road Barriers
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Center Street

100 North

200 North

Old Historic
Manti City Hall

Area for
Vendor Booths

Manti
Library

National Guard
Armory, where
dinners are served

Pageant dinners are still served at the National Guard 

Armory, but the vendor booths have been moved to a new 

location, just west of the Old Historic Manti City Hall.

County
Courthouse
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National Anthem Soloists
National Anthem Soloist Committee, consisting of 

Barbara Barton, Gaylen Thomas and Susan Huff, 
was excited for 2017 tryouts, especially when 

the new Pageant presidency decided to try something 
different: They requested that everyone who auditioned 
to sing the National Anthem be 25 years old or younger. 
The committee was overjoyed and impressed with the 
responses received. There were so many talented young 
people that it took hours to select the fi nalists, who are 
listed below.

Cambria and Lynden Phelps
Thursday, June 15

 C a m b r i a 
Phelps is a junior 
at Syracuse High 
School. She has 
been an alto in the 
school’s Cadence 
Choir for the last 
two years .  She 
loves to play gui-
tar and piano, and 
to make up songs 
on both in her spare time. 
 Lynden Phelps has attended Syracuse Arts Academy 
for two years. She just fi nished her spring performance as 
Sandy in “Grease.” She loves to sing with her headphones 
on or off. 
 Both girls have been singing and performing since 
they were small and have a passion for music.

Kyler Nelson and Local Vocals
Friday, June 16
     Kyler Nelson, from Ephraim, 
is a member of the Local Vocals, a 
performing group based in Manti; 
a former member of the Resonance 
Show Choir at Manti High; and has 
performed in several Manti High 
musical productions. 
     Kyler participated in the 2016 
Utah (high school) All-State Choir; 

2016 Utah Honor Choir; and was a soloist in the 2017 
Utah Honor Choir. In addition to his vocal work, Kyler 
has played the piano for more than 10 years and played 
the trombone for seven years in concert, pep and jazz 
bands.
 More than just a singing group, Local Vocals is a 
powerhouse performing troupe combining vocals with 
high-energy movement. 
 Local Vocals, whose members are from Ephraim, 
Gunnison and Manti, was created in 2016 to be the 
opening group at the 50th Mormon Miracle Pageant 
concert series. But their popularity demanded that they 
continue. Besides participating in the anthem, the group 
will present pre-pageant entertainment each night of the 
pageant.  Individual members come and go as missions, 
marriages, schooling and life take them out of the area, 
but the group goes on, leaving audiences feeling a little 
lighter and a little happier.

Abigail Huff 
Saturday, June 17

 Abigail Huff is an award-win-
ning singer/actress, having played 
leading roles in Manti High School 
productions (Annie Sullivan in 
“The Miracle Worker;” the fairy 
godmother in “Cinderella;” and the 
tap dancing secretary in “Singing 
in the Rain”). Her vibrant voice and 
versatile acting have made her a 
local favorite. 
She was born in Salt Lake City, raised in Bountiful 
and Nibley, and recently relocated with her family to 
Ephraim. Her goal is nothing less than a career in musical 
theatre, with her sights set on Broadway. 

Lydia Madsen
Tuesday, June 20

 Lydia Madsen sang in the concert 
choir at North Sanpete High School 
for three years and also served in the 
choir presidency. She has participat-
ed in All-State Choir (high school) 
and sung in the tabernacle on Temple 
Square. Lydia was also involved in 
the concert band for four years at 
North Sanpete, where she was clari-
net section leader.
 Lydia is a member of the National Honor Society 
and graduated from high school with a 4.0. GPA. She is 
excited to start her college experience this fall. 
 She was born and raised in Sanpete County and had 
an opportunity to serve the community she loves as Miss 
Fairview 2016. 
 Lydia has been coming to the Mormon Miracle Pag-
eant her whole life and is excited for the opportunity to 
sing at it. 

Abby and Madi Terry
Wednesday, June 21

 Abby Ter ry 
and her  s is ter, 
M a d i ,  a r e  1 0 
years old and 8 
years old. Both 
attend Manti El-
ementary School 
and have been 
members of the 
App lause  pe r-
forming group. 
Both have appeared on stage since they were preschool-
ers with their mother’s studio, Manti Music and Dance. 
 Abby has been a part of Manti City’s Children Theater 
productions of “Cinderella” and “Aladdin,” as well as 
Manti High School’s production of the “Wizard of Oz.” 
She loves to sing, dance, act, play the piano, play the 
violin and read. 
 Madi was in Manti High School’s production of the 
“Wizard of Oz” and was cast as an orphan in the musical 
“Annie” at the Utah Conservatory for the Performing 
Arts in American Fork. She loves to sing, dance, act, 
play the piano and bake. 

Jonathan Barton
Thursday, June 22

 Jonathan Barton, a graduate of 
Manti High, was the fi rst runner-up 
for regional Sterling Scholar in 
speech and drama. He placed fi rst 
in original pantomime at both region 
and state drama competitions two 
years ago. 
 During his freshman year in high 
school, he performed a pantomime 
with a friend and took second place at region. His senior 
year he did another pantomime and took second place in 
region third place at state. 
 In addition to performing and competing, Jonathan 
has played piano since fi rst grade and has participated 
in the National Federation of Music Clubs piano solo 
festival for 12 years, receiving superior ratings every 
time.  
 He is now studying piano at Snow College and is a 
member of the college choir. 

Half Notes Performance Choir a cappella team 
Friday, June 23

 Emmarie Grose, a junior at Millard High School, 
sings and plays piano, fl ute, guitar and ukulele. She also 
loves drama and performing in the high school plays. 
And she has an eye for the visual arts and is a talented 
artist. 
 Carlee Stephenson is a freshman at Millard High 
School. She has been playing the piano for eight and 

Continued on next page
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a half years and also loves to sing whenever she can. She 
also has a talent for art and enjoys playing on the soccer 
and golf teams.

 Bryn Rasmussen, 
the fi fth out of six chil-
dren, will be entering 
Millard High in the 
fall. Bryn has loved 
music and singing from 
a young age, and espe-
cially loves singing at 
home with her siblings 
and picking out the har-
mony part of the music. 

She also plays the piano and participates in volleyball, basketball and softball. 
 Ember Moat, the oldest of four children, has been involved in music for years. 
She plays the violin and piano, and is a great vocalist. Ember also enjoys running 
cross country and track for her high school. 

Michaella Mecham
Saturday, June 24

 Michaella Mecham, 22, is overjoyed to be returning to the 
Manti Miracle Pageant to sing the National Anthem for the fourth 
time, after performing at the ages of 14, 16, and 18. 
 Growing up in Bountiful, Utah, Michaella acquired a love 
of music, literature and the arts from her family and has been 
performing as a vocal soloist, in choirs and in musical theater 
since the fi rst grade. 
 Michaella is studying elementary education with an emphasis 
in arts at Utah State University and will graduate in the fall of 
2018. 

Aug. 10-12, 2017
Guided tours!

Event start: 200 N. 400 W., Manti

Go to
www.mantiATVrun.com
for rates and to register

Call 835-2401 for more info. 

Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday

Continued
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Director ...................................................................... Denise Hagemeister
Assistant Director .......................................................... Todd Jorgensen
Choreographer ............................................................... Tomica Boehrer
Costume Designer ....................................................................Amy Cox
Stage Manager ...............................................................Emery Kiss-Illes
Technical Director ............................................................ David Parrish

Scene Directors & Assistants ...................................... Laurie Bishop,
Melody Bishop, Stacey Fletcher, Sarah Tui, Mark Lyons, 

Jennifer Peterson, Suzy Howell, Liz Godfrey, Tina Roberts, 
Cindy Alder, Jaylene Wegener, Nate Christensen

Dance Captains .................................. Melody Bishop, TaLeah Faumui

Performers
Preacher 1 ........................................................................Fred Frischknecht
Preacher 2 ................................................................................ Steve Malone
Preacher 3 .....................................................................................Ken Glenn
Robert .......................................Justin Bawden, Cody Alder, Mark Bishop
Mary ...........................Mariah Dillman, Brynn Peterson, Sabrina Winkel
Young Joseph ..........................................Devin Tanner, Kaden Anderson, 

Jackson Wayman
Lucy Mack Smith ................................ Mandy Tanner, Shelley Anderson, 

Cora Lee Wayman
Angel Moroni ................................................. Kellyn Nielson, John Cutler
Mature Joseph .....................................................................Brayden Shelley
Oliver Cowdery .........................................................................Brad Young
Captain Moroni ............................................................. Marcus Bahlmann
Zerahemnah ...........................................................................Joshua Morris
Sacrifi ce ............................Autumn Pipes, Olivia Lindsay, Misty Johnson
Ammon ............................................................................... Jordan Durtschi
Lamoni .......................................................................................Easton Cluff 
Lamoni’s Queen ............................................ Alyssa Tanner, Beth Hughes
Queen’s Lady ................................................. Beth Hughes, Alyssa Tanner
Samuel the Lamanite .............................. Brian Weissberg, Jared Fullmer
Th ird Nephi ........................................................................Gerald Wayman
Th e Savior ...........................................................................Andy Bahlmann
Mormon .......................................................... Loren Steck, Bryan Fletcher
Mortal Moroni ..............................................Trevor Steck, Mitch Fletcher
Mormon Messenger ............................................................. Andrew Olsen
Hyrum Smith .................................................................David Christensen

John Taylor ...............................................................................Josh Douglas
Willard Richards .............................................................Keaton Jorgensen
Brigham Young .................................................................Brandon Nordell
Square Dance Caller .................................................................Mike Kohut
Captain Allen ................................................................... Geoff rey Westfall
 Tableaus ...................Keaton Jorgensen, Leorrna Malone, Britney Lloyd, 

Shalise Watkins, Joseph Dittli, Sam Young

Cast and Crew
2017 Mormon Miracle Pageant

Captain Moroni prays as he raises the “Title of Liberty” following a Nephite victory.
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we are located at:

Community Health Education
E-Cigarette

Injury Prevention
Tobacco Prevention and Cessation

Asthma Awareness
Breast Cancer Awareness

Gold Medal Schools
Chronic Disease Self Management

Sanpete County Rural Seat Belt heck

Preventive Health Services
Baby Your Baby

Cancer Prevention and Treatment
Communicable and STD Investigations

Early Intervention/ Baby Watch
Family Planning
Immunizations
Tuberculosis

Well Child Screening
Women Infants Children ( WIC)
Homebound Elderly Program

Central Smiles Dental Program

Environmental Health
Day Care Inspections

Swimming Pool and Spa Monitoring
Underground Storage Tank Inspections

Used Oil Recycling Program
Food Protection

Public Water Systems
Water ab

Sanitary Surveys
Solid Waste Program

Onsite Wastewater Systems

Emergency Preparedness
Emergency Planning

Central Utah Medical Reserve Corps

Vital Records
Birth and Death Records

Manti: 40 West 200 North; 835-2231
Mt. Pleasant: 20 South 100 West; 462-2449

Nephi: 160 North Main; 623-0696

www.centralutahpublichealth.com

The mission of Central Utah Public Health 
Department is to improve and protect the 
health of all citizens in the Six ounty area 
by offering services that enhance the 
environment, prevent illness and injury, 
and promote healthy lifestyles.

835-5084

Manti
General Contractor License 6282076-5501, x.11/1

brady@barclaymechanical.com

Enjoy the Mormon Miracle Pageant

Services of 
Utah, Inc.

800.748.5275 | www.jonesanddemille.com
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The Mormon Miracle Pageant tells an epic story in which the events 
of centuries unfold in just a few minutes.
 Although the Pageant’s scenes change rapidly, the drama can be 

followed more easily by remembering that two stories are being told, one 
in ancient times and one in modern times. The stories are told in three 
sections that are tied by the common thread of the origin, publication 
and influence of the Book of Mormon, which Joseph Smith translated and 
published. 
 The first section tells of the coming forth of the Book of Mormon 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith as a result of his sincere inquiry as to 
how best follow God.
 The second section tells of an ancient people whose history is depicted 
in the pages of the Book of Mormon.
 The third section brings us back to the early history of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the effect the Book of Mormon had 
on those who accepted it and joined the Church. It continues with the 
story of the Saints’ persecution and migration to Utah to find a place to 
practice their newfound faith.
 Below is a more detailed description of the scenes in the Mormon 
Miracle Pageant:

1Religious excitement in New England—A period of religious tur-
bulence is underway in 1820 in upstate New York. Joseph Smith, a 

14-year-old farm boy, is caught up in the excitement, as are a fictitious 
young couple, Mary and Robert Henshaw. The Henshaws are frustrated 
because they fail to find satisfactory answers to their religious questions.
 

2 Joseph Smith’s First Vision—Confused by the contending religious 
sects, Joseph turns to his Bible for answers. One verse that instructs 

anyone seeking knowledge to ask God has a profound influence on the 
young man. Joseph kneels in prayer to ask God which church he should 
join. God the Father and Jesus Christ appear to him. They tell Joseph 
that none of the sects are true, and that in time he will restore the true 
church that Christ established while on the earth. Joseph tells his mother 
about the vision. 

3 Angel Moroni ap-
pears to Joseph—

Three years later, Moro-
ni, a post-mortal angel 
who lived in the Amer-
icas about 400 years 
after Christ, appears 
to Joseph and shows 
him where ancient gold 
plates are buried. The 
plates contain an his-
torical account of Mo-
roni’s people (the Nephites) and their adversaries (the Lamanites), who 
inhabited the Americas from 600 B.C. to 400 A.D. Joseph is told that the 
plates contain the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ and that in the 
future he will translate them into English.

Sequence of Scenes

Continued on page 14 Angel Moroni heralds the restoration of the gospel from the west tower of the temple.
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4 Translation of the gold 
plates—Four years after 

Moroni’s first visitation, Joseph is allowed to take the 
plates. He and his associate Oliver Cowdery begin trans-
lation. As they do so, the angel Moroni appears at the 

top of the Manti Temple tower and sounds a trumpet, 
which signifies the truths of the book that are unfold-
ing to Joseph Smith as he translates. Joseph and Oliver 
discuss the concept of “Zion.” 
 

5 The battle against Zerahemnah—The Pageant 
flashes back in time to events described in the plates. 

Captain Moroni (who has the same name but is not the 
same person who appeared to Joseph Smith) leads the 
Nephites into battle against the Lamanites, who are led 
by their chief, Zerahemnah. In an attempt to rally his 
people, Captain Moroni tears his coat and makes it into 
a banner called the Title of Liberty.

6 The eternal forces of good and evil—This is primar-
ily a dance scene in which some dancers portray an 

evil priestess and human sacrifice, while others portray 
a family giving thanks for the harvest. As foreshadowed 
by the dancers, the Nephites succumb to greed and 
evil. Meanwhile, Lamanite leader King Lamoni and 
his queen, along with many followers, are converted 
to righteousness.

7 Samuel, a Lamanite prophet, prophesies of the 
Messiah—A prophet named Samuel, who is a Lama-

nite, attempts to preach repentance to the now-wicked 
Nephites. But the Nephites cast him out of their city, 
so he stands on the city wall to preach. Samuel proph-
esies of the coming of the Messiah to Jerusalem and of 
heavenly signs signifying his birth and death. A man 
named Nephi believes Samuel’s prophecies.
 

8 Nephi prays for Christ to come—The still-wicked 
Nephites threaten to kill Nephi and his followers if 

Samuel’s prophesies of Christ do not materialize. Nephi 
asks God to hasten Jesus’ birth. Suddenly, a “new star” 
appears, signifying the fulfillment of the prophecy.
 

9 Destruction at Crucifi xion—Continents away from 
the Americas, Christ is crucifi ed. Th e pageant portrays 

three days of darkness marked by thunder, lightning, 
earthquakes, cities falling into the sea and thousands of 
people dying. People run around wildly, seeking shelter 
from the destruction. Th en suddenly, there is stillness.

10 Christ in America—The resurrected Christ 
appears at the Nephite temple. He identifies 

himself and invites the people to feel the prints of the 
nails in his hands and feet. He calls 12 disciples (one of 
whom is Nephi). He blesses the children and ascends. 
Peace prevails in the land for 200 years.

11 Demise of the Nephite civilization—The Ne-
phites lapse into wickedness. They place more 

emphasis on riches, drinking and merriment than on 
helping the poor or serving God. The Nephite king, 
Noah, with his vast wealth and many servants epito-
mizes the problem. Although the Lamanites also no 
longer worship in the manner Christ taught, they are 
the worthier of the two civilizations.

12 Mormon turns over the gold plates—Mormon, 
the last Nephite general, gives the gold plates, a 

record of the Nephites, to his son Moroni. Mormon dies 
in battle, and Moroni wanders across the continent 
alone, ultimately burying the plates in upstate New York 
where Joseph Smith will later unearth them.

13 Flash forward to publication of the Book of 
Mormon—It is 1830. Joseph Smith is seen outside 

a printing shop. The translation of the Book of Mormon 
is complete, and the book published. Robert and Mary 
Henshaw, who now have a child, hear Joseph’s message 
and join The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

14 Martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith—the 
Saints experience severe persecution. Joseph 

Smith and his brother Hyrum are jailed in Carthage, 

Illinois. A mob storms the jail and shoots and kills them. 
The Saints leave Nauvoo and cross the Mississippi River.
 

15 Th e westward trek—Brigham Young takes over as 
leader of the church. During evenings on the trail, 

the Saints gather around campfi res to sing and dance. But 
the merriment is interrupted when they receive a call from 
the U.S. Army to form a battalion to fi ght Mexico.
 

16 Brigham Young’s vision—Brigham Young re-
members the importance of defending liberty 

through the words of Captain Moroni and Joseph Smith. 
He urges the pioneers to join the Mormon Battalion. 
 

17 Hardship on the Plains—As they travel west in 
covered wagons, the pioneers face harsh weath-

er, disease and death. By now, Mary and Robert Hen-
shaw have three children. Mary dies as they cross the 
Plains, and a heartbroken Robert and children grieve 
at her graveside.
 

18 The Saints arrive in the Salt Lake Valley, then 
head to Sanpete—It is 1848. Brigham Young 

welcomes the Saints to the Salt Lake Valley. He tells 
them that after they are fed and clothed, they will be 
sent to a beautiful valley to the south where they will 
help build Zion. A handcart company heads for Sanpete, 
but within sight of the valley an Indian arrow pierces 
Robert Henshaw’s heart, killing him.

19 Finale, Robert and Mary reunited, celestial 
welcome—As Robert dies, he hears Mary’s voice. 

Dressed in white, the two spirits enjoy a post-mortal 
reunion. As a chorus of angels sings from the hilltop, 
Robert and Mary pass through the clouds into paradise, 
blessed to be an eternal family through the restored 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Continued

Captain Moroni and Zerahemnah battle.

In the scene, “The eternal forces of good and evil,” some 
dancers portray an evil priestess and human sacrifi ce, 
while others portray a family giving thanks for the harvest.

The resurrected Christ appears at the Nephite temple 
and blesses the children.
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Welcomes you to Sanpete 
to enjoy the

Mormon Miracle Pageant

The 2017 Miss Ephraim royalty is:  First attendant Morgan Draper, 
Miss Ephraim Makenna Cherry, second attendant Alyssa Ogden.

Welcome   to   the 
mormon   miracle   pageant!

New location: 
295 N. Main, Ephraim

283-4425
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Q&A with new Pageant president

In December, a new Pageant presidency was called. (In 
the LDS church, if someone is asked to fi ll a volunteer 
assignment, it is known as a calling). Recently, the 

Sanpete Messenger sat down with Pageant President Milt 
Olsen to talk about the change.

Q: Who are the new presidency members?

A: Myself, Pageant President Milt Olsen; fi rst Counsel-
or Norman Jensen; second counselor Troy Shelley; 

executive secretary Ken Lindsay; secretary Jean Bradley; 
and fi nancial secretary Meagan White.

Q : What are their responsibilities?

A: Norman Jensen is over physical facilities for the 
Pageant. Th at includes security, ushers, restrooms, 

signage, traffi  c control and working with the city to get 
permits. He also has to line up the scenery and chairs for 
the Pageant.
 Troy Shelley is in charge of production including the 
national anthem, missionary eff ort and coordinating with 
local stake presidencies. He is over the directors, costumes, 
makeup, set, stage, props—anything specifi c to the pro-
duction.
 My responsibilities are a catchall—anything Norm and 
Troy don’t have—along with marketing and publicity.  I’m 
also the primary contact for church headquarters since the 
church sponsors the Pageant.

Q: What has been your experience with the Pageant 
yourself?

A: I grew up in Manti being a part of the cast of the 
Pageant. Th en I moved away for 20 years. Aft er I came 

back, I was a set director in the Pageant for 13 years. I was 
called to be the executive secretary last year. I didn’t realize 
it, but I was probably being groomed for the calling I have 
now. I wish I had paid more close attention.

Q: Th is year what is being changed?

A: Th e most signifi cant change is that we have a new 
director, Denise Hagemeister. When there’s a new 

director, the reality is there’s a diff erent perspective that can 
be brought that brings a shift . Th e message and the scenes 
of the Pageant are pretty much set; but, for example, a new 
director can stage those scenes on diff erent sides of the hill, 
which Denise is doing. Th ere’s also some new choreography. 
Some of the changes are subtle. Denise has been working with 
the actors to make hand gestures more authentic, for example. 
Over time, some of them have become over-exaggerated. Th e 
rest of us play a supportive role to Denise.

Q: We understand the Pageant is 16 minutes shorter. How 
long is it now? Why the change?

A: Th e Pageant is now 80 to 85 minutes long. Our Pageant 
takes place during the longest days of the year, so we’ve had 

to wait until 9:30 p.m. for it to be dark. Th e church’s Missionary 
Department was very determined to have the Pageant shorter 
so people are getting on the road home a little earlier.
Th e other factor was a desire to streamline the story and 

make it more consistent. For example, there have been cer-
tain minor characters that have been a part of the Pageant 
for many years. Th ey didn’t necessarily fi t with the message 
of the Pageant and have been confusing to the audiences. 
Th ose characters have been eliminated without impacting 
the Pageant story in any meaningful way. 

Q: Th is new presidency has implemented a new theatrical 
organization. Why?

Mormon Miracle Pageant President Milt Olsen (in red hat) helps alongside other volunteers to put the Pageant’s set 
up. Olsen helps out with the Pageant wherever help is needed. 

Continued on page 18

Pres. Milt Olsen willing to let Pageant evolve with changing times
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A: Th e previous structure was unusual and evolved over time. In many ways, it was hard 
to understand how it even worked. In some regards, there was an attitude of  “this is 

how we’ve always done it,” but it wasn’t necessarily the most eff ective method of organiza-
tion. With Denise’s background, she brought a new perspective. If the organization is solid 
in most theatrical entities, it doesn’t matter what the production is. Th at entity can take and 
plug into the existing structure.
 Under the previous struc-
ture, the creative interplay be-
tween the director and scene 
directors was non-existent. 
Now, there are fi ve very spe-
cifi c areas of responsibility. 
Th e assistant director is over 
all scene directors. Th e chore-
ographer is over all choreog-
raphy. Th e battle scenes now 
fall under the choreographer, 
for example. Th ere’s a clear 
chain of command.

Q: Th e theme this year is 
“Th at you may see, feel 

and know,” based on 3 Nephi 
11:15. How did you come up 
with that?

A: Th e theme came about 
through many meetings 

and counseling together, but 
the real catalyst was Denise. 
Th e people who come, come 
to see and understand the 
stories presented. What we 
really want them to do is see 
and feel the story, to have their 
testimonies strengthened.

Q: What are you most 
excited about this year?

A: I’m most excited about 
the change in focus to 

helping people who come 
to the Pageant see, feel and 
know the Spirit and its mes-
sage. I’m excited to see those 
who come have a greater opportunity to receive spiritual knowledge.

Q: What do you see as the purpose of the Pageant?

A: It’s to invite others to come to Christ, to introduce, nurture and build their testimo-
nies. Th e vast majority of our audiences are members of the church so the message is 

designed for them, to help strengthen them.

Q: Do you have a vision or any long-range plans for the Pageant?

A: We are now, I believe, in a place where we are organized for change, whatever that 
may be. Earlier this year, we made a proposal to the Missionary Department for some 

changes. Th ey approved the changes we could implement and do in this short period of 
time, but we asked for a lot more still. Now that the Pageant has been organized with a new 
creative team and director, any changes we make will be very smooth and natural and will 
be designed to connect people with the characters. 
 I don’t anticipate any major changes in the foreseeable future, although I would like to 

see the recording updated. It’s nearly 50 years old and portions of it are hard to understand. 
We love the story; we love what it does for people. We want it updated so people have an 
experience that does not distract from the story that’s there.

Q: In recent years, attendance at the Pageant has dropped. Why do you think that is? Do 
you have any plans to address that?

A: Actually it’s not really 
a drop in attendance; it’s 

more of a plateau.  
    Our society has changed 
somewhat from 50 years ago 
when the Pageant was first 
performed. I think there’s still 
an audience there, but there 
are signifi cant challenges in 
connecting with them.                                 
 How do we reach peo-
ple who no longer watch the 
news, or read a newspaper, 
for example? Th at’s part of the 
reason we’ve formed a social 
media committee. We are 
experimenting with how to 
reach out with non-tradition-
al, non-consumer media. If we 
are to be eff ective in reaching 
people in a constructive way, 
it’s something we must fi gure 
out. We’ve got some ideas and 
will make some adjustments 
going forward for next year.

Q: Do you think the Pag-
eant will go on for an-

other 50 years?

A: If there’s a need, it will. 
Seveal years ago, at a cast 

fi reside, Elder L. Tom Perry 
of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles] told us that if all the 
work to put on the Pageant 
was done and accomplished 
and no one came, it would 
still be a worthwhile act of 
the church because of the 
experience of cast members. 

I was in the cast growing up and was brought face to face with actors portraying characters 
from Book of Mormon history that have become lifelong heroes for me.

Q: Th e Pageant is a huge commitment of time and resources for the people of Manti and 
the surrounding area. Why do people do it?

A: It comes down to it being a foundational testimony-building kind of experience. How many 
of us in Sanpete County have the opportunity to be involved in missionary work?  Those 

opportunities are pretty slim for us. Th is is a way for us to have that chance delivered to us on a silver 
platter and in a way that’s easier to do than some others.
 Th ere’s also the opportunity to provide service—to have that feeling and assurance that comes in 
having been involved in serving others. We do it again and again because we know the blessings that 
will come. 
 Just last week, I encountered a man at tryouts who lives in the Manti area who has been in the 
Pageant for 49 consecutive years since the recording was fi rst made. It’s something he needed to be a 
part of for all these years. He is someone who has felt the spirit and power of Pageant and has come 
back to drink from that well year aft er year. Th ere are many unsung heroes like him among us.

Continued

“Our society has changed somewhat from 50 years 
ago when the Pageant was fi rst performed. I think 
there’s still an audience there, but there are signifi -
cant challenges in connecting with them.”

—Pageant President Milt Olsen about a plateau in attendance numbers
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 By Linda Petersen
 

Denise Hagemeister, the Pageant’s newest 
director, brings fresh eyes and a new ap-
proach to the production—without even 

trying to. That’s because Hagemeister, who moved 
to Manti four years ago, had seen the Pageant 
only one time before being called as the Pageant 
presidency’s secretary shortly after her arrival in 
Sanpete County.
 Hagemeister moved here with her husband, 
Paul, from Durango, Colorado, to help care for his 
parents, Howard and Eileen Hagemeister, who had 
relocated here several years earlier. She says she saw 
the Pageant once several years ago while visiting 
her in-laws, although she heard it many times 
because her in-laws live across from the temple.
 Last year, shortly before Pageant, Hagemeister 
was called as Pageant director beginning with this 
year’s production. The calling was a surprise, she 
says.
 “Honestly, it seemed a strange thing. There 
were many more people, I assumed, who were 
more qualified than I am, more familiar with the 
Pageant and more involved with the Pageant over 
the years,” she says.
 But Hagemeister actually has a lifetime of expe-
rience in theater behind her. She majored in speech 

 Following are the people fi lling roles in the new Pageant 
organizational structure:

 Assistant director, Todd 
Jorgensen — The assis-
tant director is responsible 
for several scenes in the 
Pageant (2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 
17), and acts as a liaison 
between other individual 
scene directors and Hage-
meister. Jorgensen says he 
grew up in the Pageant 
and played a lot of parts—
“just about everything,” he 

says—including the mature Joseph for 15 years. He has been 
assistant director to three directors: Ron Hall, John Keeler 
and now, Denise Hagemeister.

 Choreographer, 
Tomica Boehrer 
— Boehrer moved 
to Manti fi ve years 
ago from Nevada 
and has been in 
the Pageant as a 
cast member for 
all of those years. 

Th is year, as choreographer, she is responsible for four major 
scenes with anywhere from 30 to more than 100 dancers in 
each scene. Boehrer has a bachelor’s degree in dance and 
theater.

 Costume Designer, 
Amy C ox  — Cox 
registered at Rick’s 
College in Rexburg, 
Idaho, aft er graduat-
ing high school at the 
urging of one of her 
friends. She began her 
fashion career doing 
special clothing pat-
tern work at Beehive 
Clothing in Salt Lake 

City. Th is being her fi rst year with the Pageant, Cox has 
enthusiastically embraced the challenges of costume de-
signing. Th is is an enormous undertaking as the Pageant has 
approximately 4,000 costumes that need to be revitalized, 
refi tted or newly created from year to year.

 Stage Manager, Emery Kiss-Illes — Kiss-Illes was 
appointed to the stage-manager position last year aft er 
formerly working with the Pageant as a stage crew member. 
Before moving to Manti, Kiss-Illes had a long career in the 
Utah National Guard based in Salt Lake City. Beginning 

in June with five-hour-a-day 
rehearsals, Kiss-Illes is respon-
sible for the stage set-ups, the 
props, and making certain all the 
performers are where they are 
supposed to be. He also assists 
LDS church lighting and sound 
crews which travel around the 
country to various festivals.

 Technical Director, David Parrish — Parrish says he 
“fi xes problems and removes barriers,” but he does much 
more than that. In 
addition to working 
with the lighting and 
sound crews, Par-
rish helps make sure 
every performance 
goes off  without 
a hitch. Original-
ly from Georgia, 
Parrish has been 
involved with the 
Pageant for 22 years. 
Most of that time he 
has helped provide 
security for the cast, 
audiences and sets.

Denise Hagemeister (center), the Pageant’s newest director, brings fresh eyes and a new approach to the produc-
tion—without even trying to.

New director brings fresh approach

Continued on page 22
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communication at BYU and over 
the years, she took many theater 

classes.  She was the founder of the Colorado Academy of 
Arts, a children’s musical theater group, which toured all 
over the country. Some of her students have even been on 
Broadway. 
 Hagemeister later formed Discovering Potential 
through Arts Creativity (DPAC) to provide her own chil-
dren opportunities not then available in her local area.
 After she was called as Pageant director, Hagemeister 
says she sat down and watched the pageant with new eyes. 
Then she got a copy of the script and began to study it. One 
thing she realized was that the Pageant would benefit from 
a more formal theatrical structure.
 Since its humble beginning more than 50 years ago as a 
small production at the county fairgrounds, the Pageant has 
evolved into a spectacle that involves close to a thousand 
cast members and hundreds of support staff. During its 
50-year run, support positions have been added and filled 
as needed, leaving a functioning organization but one with 
some positions missing and without a clear-cut structure.
 “Kudos to the people all these years for putting on the 
Pageant,” Hagemeister says. “Now the Pageant has evolved 
to where a new structure is needed.”
 Hagemeister says the new structure should bear the 
demands of the Pageant more easily.
 “With the correct theatrical organization, it doesn’t 
matter what script you are using, it works.”
 With the Pageant presidency’s blessing, Hagemeister 
put together a five-person production team, and together, 
they began to refine the directorial staff structure.
 Hagemeister streamlined the crew to have something 
that more closely resembled what one would find in a 

theatrical organization, and that would better avoid any 
confusion or inefficiency that could crop up.
 She implemented a structure wherein everyone knows 
to whom they answer (“...theoretically,” she laughs. “Theory 
and practice do not always go hand-in-hand.”).
That structure included an assistant director (Todd Jor-
gensen); choreographer (Tomica Boehrer); costume de-
signer (Amy Cox); stage manager (Emery Kiss-Illes); and 
technical director (David Parrish).
 Hagemeister also put a proposal to the church’s Mis-
sionary Department for some changes, which were ap-
proved.
 “Nothing on the hill happens just from me; they care 
about everything,” Hagemeister says.
 Hagemeister says every change they’ve made is to 
enhance the audience’s experience so they can “feel the 

Pageant better.” No major changes have been made to 
the script or the Pageant, and the recording, per church 
instruction, remains untouched.
 “I have a great, supportive presidency, which has been 
a great help,” Hagemeister says. “The creative team, they’re 
amazing. We’ve been on the same page since day one. I’ve 
never worked in an organization before where you came 
together and everyone had the same thoughts.” 
 As the production team has made changes, cast mem-
bers have been supportive, although they’ve encountered 
some minor challenges.
 “If, for example, a character has always lifted his hand 
just so at a certain point in the script, and you change 
that, sometimes it’s hard for them. It’s not that people 
aren’t willing to be directed—they’re just fighting habits,” 
Hagemeister says.
 One of the things Hagemeister’s team has done is 
shorten the Pageant by 16 minutes.
 However, “unless you’re one of those people who knows 
the Pageant so well that you’ve memorized the script and 
can say it in your sleep, you won’t notice the changes,” 
Hagemeister says. “We just took out things that drew the 
audience out of the story.”
 Hagemeister and her production team was in constant 
communication since tryouts were held on May 23, during 
the early months of the year. But they’ve ramped up into 
high gear and have worked on the Pageant every evening 
except Sundays and Mondays.
 Since she was called, Hagemeister says she has put in a 
minimum of three hours a week and up to 30 to 40 hours 
per week leading up to and during the Pageant—all while 
working fulltime at other paying jobs.
 Why has she been willing to give up so much of her 
life for this endeavor? Because, she says, her commitment 
as a member of the church is absolute. Had the request 
come from a different source—a community theater orga-
nization, for example—Hagemeister says she might have 
“thought a lot more about it.”
 And while it was Elder Jay E. Jensen of the church’s First 
Quorum of the Seventy who issued the call to Hagemeister 
to direct the Pageant, Hagemeister believes the call truly 
originated from a divine source.
 To her, that meant it was a call she simply could not 
turn down.
 “A long time ago,” she says, “I committed that I would 
do whatever was asked of me, whenever it was asked.”

Continued

A few of the Pageant’s new production crew balance the hard work of rehearsal with a bit of fun as they pose with some 
of the Pageant’s performers. Pictured are (left to right): Tomica Boehrer (choreographer); Lynde Phelps, Indiana Cox 
and Cambria Phelps (Lamanite dancers); Chantel Phelps (mother of Lynden and Cambria Phelps); Amy Cox (costumer 
designer); and Denise Hagemeister (Pageant director).

 With the fresh perspective of new director Denise 
Hagemeister, the Pageant is getting a few changes:

 ·Sixteen noncrucial minutes were cut from the show.

 ·Some scenes were reblocked to make greater use 
of temple hill. Others were reblocked to provide clarity 
for the audience

 ·Some of the staging areas were moved to make it 
easier for costume changes.

 ·Some of the costumes for principal characters Mary 
and Robert have been redesigend to make them more 
noticeable in crowd scenes

 ·Minor choreography changes were made to make 
characterizations more authentic

 ·In the past, it has been a practice for some cast mem-
bers to mingle with the audience and answer questions 
prior to the show. With the shorter Pageant time, after 
the Pageant cast members will now be stationed near the 
exits to interact with audience members as they leave. 

Notable changes under Denise Hagemeister
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By Linda Petersen

In Manti, the year is divided into two seasons: Pageant time 
and the rest of the year.
    Th at’s because most of the city, whether LDS or not, is 

involved in some aspect of the Pageant, from acting in the cast 
to providing services to Pageant-goers.
 According to Manti City Administrator Kent Barton, “Each 
year nearly 100,000 people come to Manti and to experience 
the Pageant; that can’t help but make an economic impact as it 
fi lls motels, restaurants and retail stores, not just in Manti, but 
throughout the county. Many of these visitors return to enjoy 
other events and recreation opportunities unique to our area.”
 With the huge infl ux of visitors for Pageant, some businesses 
more than others—especially those in the hospitality industry— 
reap a signifi cant economic benefi t.

 Manti Country Village usually sells out all of its 23 
rooms during Pageant season, according to Manager Elina 
Allred.
 “We revolve most of our year around Pageant time and 
the Rat Fink Reunion,” Allred says. (The Rat Fink Reunion 
is an annual early-June event that pays tribute to cartoonist 
and custom car designer Ed “Big Daddy” Roth, who lived 
in Manti before passing away in 2001).
 Often, the motel sees additional business when the 
lighting crew sent by the LDS church stays there prior to 
the Pageant, and on dress-rehearsal night. The Pageant is 
a very important revenue source, Allred says. “It helps the 
business stay afloat for the rest of the year, especially during 
the really slow parts of the year,” Allred says.
 At the Temple View Lodge, reservations are opened up 
on Jan. 1 for Pageant season and are completely booked by 
Jan. 18, according to part-owner Savannah Palmer. Pag-
eant-goers end up staying an extra night or two to explore 
the Manti area, she says.
 Pageant season is also a busy time for the Temple Hill 
Resort RV Parking & Campground located just north of the 
Manti Temple. According to manager Dondie Schenck, on 
Thursday and Friday nights during Pageant season, most 
of the approximately 250 camp sites are booked (but there 
are always a few sites still available). 
 “It’s a good time in our year,” she says.

 Top Stop, located just a block or so from Temple Hill 
and the only convenience store in Manti, is humming 
during Pageant season. Manager Athena Hansen says she 
usually triples the staff during the evening times while the 
Pageant is going on. The most popular items bought by 
Pageant-goers, and ones she stocks up on prior to Pageant, 
are water and bug spray. It’s a fun time, Hansen says, one 
she is really going to miss now that she is the store manager 
and does not work the evening shift.
 “I really looked forward to it,” she says of the time when 
she worked that shift. “We’d get the opportunity to work 
with more of the other employees and to meet people from 
all over.”
 At Manti Market Fresh, the only grocery store in town, 
business increases “just a hair,” during the Pageant, owner 
Tyler Merrill says. Merrill says he definitely sees an increase 

in customers, but they tend to purchase quick pick-up items 
rather than larger grocery orders. Merrill said several years 
ago he would see lots of youth groups come into the store 
but that doesn’t happen as much anymore.
 Whether great or small, the economic benefits of the 
Pageant last beyond the Pageant itself and trickle down to 
other areas of central and southern Utah. Even the governor 
and lieutenant governor have something to say about that.
 In a letter to Manti and Sanpete County residents last 
year congratulating them on the Pageant’s 50th season, 
Gov. Gary Herbert and Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox wrote: “Each 
year, the event generates significant additional business 
and revenue through hosting and catering to thousands 
of spectators. In addition, it draws visitors to other desti-
nations in central and southern Utah, contributing to the 
economic vitality of a number of rural communities.”

Pageant not only spiritual gift, but also economic boon

ROBERT STEVENS/MESSENGER PHOTO

At the Temple Hill Resort RV Parking & Campground most camp sites are booked during the Pageant.

ROBERT STEVENS/MESSENGER PHOTO

During the Pageant, lines at the Ephraim McDonald’s can 
wind all the way around the store building. The lines refl ect 
the contribution the Pageant makes to the local economy.
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By Jennifer Johnson

The Mormon Miracle Pageant is extending its ad-
vertising and publicity efforts in a way that is new 
and nontraditional for the Pageant.

  This is the first year the Pageant will implement a 
Social-Media Committee to help increase the Pageant’s 
visibility via Facebook and other social media websites 

and apps. The Pageant presidency formed the committee 
earlier this year. Kristyn Bore, the committee’s chair, says 
the Pageant presidency expressed a desire to reach poten-
tial audience members who frequent social media.
 “The people who come to the Pageant are normally 

families, and lots of families are plugged into social media,” 
Bore says. “The Pageant has used traditional marketing 
methods for many years, and they thought, ‘Why don’t 
we try extending our reach using social media as well to 
create interest and excitement for the Pageant?’ ”
 While the Pageant has had a Facebook presence in pre-
vious years — its Facebook page is named simply “Manti 
Mormon Miracle Pageant” — this year the new committee 
has created a likewise new strategy for getting the word 
out. 
 Bore has a background in marketing and communi-
cations; her committee is comprised of eight people of 
varying ages and social-media experience. But their goal 

is to draw even the cast and crew into the communication 
effort.
 “What really would make for a very effective marketing 
campaign would be our cast,” Bore says. “We have a cast of 
over 700 people, and if we teach and train those people how 
to share their own personal experiences of participating 
in the Pageant on their own social media accounts, that’s 
a lot of promotion for the Pageant.”
 Bore says they were inspired to utilize the Pageant’s 
cast by studying the Facebook pages of the LDS church’s 
other pageants.
 “As a committee, we’ve really been watching what the 
other pageants have been doing,” she says. “I noticed that 
they would create really great content and then have their 
cast share it, and so there were posts that would have two 
and three and four hundred shares, and that’s really fan-
tastic.”
 “Our committee’s primary goals are, number one, to 
form and create a social media presence; and then sec-
ondly, to work with the cast in telling their own stories 
via their own social media accounts,” she says.
 They plan to do that with the help of committee mem-
bers Emily Weissberg, Heather Hill, Kaylee Hill and Regan 
Rouska. Besides creating posts for the Pageant’s page, 
Kaylee Hill and Rouska have attended Pageant rehearsals 
and events to work individually with cast members to help 
them craft social media posts about the Pageant on whatev-
er social media platform that cast member is comfortable 
using.
 So while The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints has only authorized a Pageant page on Facebook, 
cast members will post on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and other channels. This way, Bore says, they can reach 
large networks of cast members’ friends, instead of only 
those who follow the Pageant’s Facebook page. Addition-
ally, potential audience members can see the Pageant 
through participants’ eyes.
 The social media committee also includes a technical 
support specialist, Kyler Nielson, and a Facebook page 
moderator, Wendy Childs. Bore says Childs monitors what 
happens on the page and answers questions people post 
in the comments section. Samuel Benson rounds out the 
committee as a writer for the Pageant blog, which can be 
found at www.mormonmiracle.org/blog and includes posts 
about the Manti area, interesting facts about the Pageant 
and behind-the-scenes information.
 Want to join the social-media conversation? The offi-
cial hashtag for the Pageant is #MantiPageant.
 “We would love for people who come and watch the 
Pageant, if they have a great experience, to share that 
experience on social media and to use our hashtag,” Bore 
says.
 Bore says she looks forward to learning how effective 
each of the committee’s new ideas is.
 “(It’s) all experimental,” she says. “You know, does it 
work, is it well received, is it worth the effort? … This year 
is a great trial-and-error to try a bunch of things. We’re 
excited to see how well they work, and next year we’ll be 
ready to act boldly on the things that work really, really 
well.” 

ROBERT STEVENS/MESSENGER PHOTO

Core members of the The Mormon Miracle Pageant’s new Social Media Committee (Regan Rouska, standing; Kyler 
Nelson and Kaylee Hill) help Pageant cast members and crew share their Pageant experiences on a variety of online 
social-media platforms.

Pageant broadens social-media approach
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By Linda Petersen

The Mormon Miracle Pageant cele-
brated its 50th performance last year. 
And for the past three years, Pageant 

historian Merilyn Jorgensen has devoted a 
big part of her life and her home (not to men-
tion her sanity, she says) to putting together 
a history of those 50 years.   
 Finally, the book is fi nished.  Th e writing 
is done, the cover is designed and ready, and 
the printer has been lined up.
 Now, Jorgensen, who has compiled 450 
pages of Pageant history and cast and crew 
stories, is fi nalizing the layout and determin-
ing how many of the thousands of pictures 
she has collected can be included in the 
book. (She says it will probably be 75 to 100 
pages of color pictures).
 Jorgensen has found a printer willing to 
print the hardbound, 9-by-11-inch book at 
a cost that, hopefully, people can aff ord. (Th e 
price of the book will be determined by the 
number of orders.).
 “It’s a miracle,” she says. “When I told him 

about the book, he said he wanted to work with me on it. Th en I told him I had no 
money. Th ere was a pause and he said, ‘Well, I’d still like to work with you on it anyway.’”
 Jorgensen says the book will be available for purchase in August. A fi rst printing of 
2,000 books is planned.
 Some people can hardly wait.
 “I get calls from people all the time asking whether it’s done and whether they can 
order copies,” Jorgensen said.
 People interested in the book may register at mantipageanthistorybook@gmail.
com.  Notice will be sent as further ordering information is available.  Please include 
phone numbers with registration.
 A number of commemorative 50th-year coins are also available for purchase for $15 
plus shipping. Call 435-835-3000 or 866-961-9040 for more information on ordering 
the coins.

Mormon Miracle Pageant historian Marilyn Jorgensen displays the cover of a book 
chronicling the 50-plus-year history of the Pageant, set to be published later this summer.

50th anniversary book fi nished

Commemorative 50th-anniversary coins are still available for purchase.
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Eat fresh during the 
Mormon Miracle Pageant 

Open after pageant, too!
Quick & Easy - Order from the Subway App!

Apple Android

Among the changes being instituted this year at the Pageant 
is a new approach to missionary work
 It has been a long-standing tradition for some members of 

the cast to be called as missionaries and for them to take time before 
the Pageant to visit with audience members. 
 Th is year, they will be joined by young men and women from 
the church’s Gunnison, Manti and Ephraim stakes who have been 
through the missionary preparation program.
 Many of the special missionaries have received their call to serve 
a mission or are waiting for that call. Th e Pageant missionaries will 
also have the opportunity to serve on splits where they are paired 
with a fulltime missionary.
 As part of that eff ort, the Pageant missionaries will invite au-
dience members to share their experience at the Pageant on social 
media under the hashtag #mantiPageant. Free Wi-Fi will be provided 
courtesy of Manti Telephone and Centracom.
 Th e Pageant presidency met with the prospective missionaries 
on Sunday, June 11, to provide a little training.
 “We are very, very excited,” Pageant presidency second coun-
selor Troy Shelley says. “Th is gives people a great opportunity to be 
introduced to the gospel.”
 Th e Pageant missionaries will also be available aft er the Pageant 
to answer questions or just to visit.
 All missionary referrals received at the Pageant will be dissem-
inated through the church’s Missionary Department, Shelley says.

New approach to missionary work

Special youth missionaries look over instructions related to their Pageant service. From left are: Justin Bawden, Manti Stake; 
Brayden Shelley, Ephraim Stake; and Carolyn Donaldson, Kelly Snyder and Josh Liddiard, all of the Gunnison Stake. Elder 
Shelley recently received a call to a full-time mission in the Philippines while Elder Snyder recently returned from serving 
full-time in the Philippines.   
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During the rest of the year, Arlene Valentine is very 
busy serving as director of the Manti Family Histo-
ry Center. But when the Pageant rolls around, the 

center shuts down and gives its space over to the Lost and 
Found offi  ce and the Pageant missionary program.
 Most years, Valentine just switches gears. She and her 
husband Troy (who passed away recently) served as ward 
(and later neighborhood) chairs on the Pageant food com-
mittee for most of the years aft er their move to Manti in 
2008. As such, the couple helped organize volunteers who 
set up the dining areas and cook food, including the famous 
Pageant turkey dinners.
 It was a job Arlene Valentine loved and hopes to get 
back to in the future.
 “I’d defi nitely go do it again,” she says. “It was a lot fun. 
You get to meet people from all over the world who come 
to Pageant.”
 Among the volunteers, great friendships are formed 
over the years.
 “Th e same people come every year. You’ll have the guy 
who comes every year and says, ‘I’m the mashed potato 
person; put me to work,’” Valentine says.
 Th is kind of service was not new to the couple, who 
hailed from Mesa, Arizona, originally. Being involved with 
the Mesa pageant (see Page 52) was a family tradition for 
Troy Valentine’s family. Uncles, aunts and cousins were all 
involved with the pageant. 
 For many years Troy Valentine was the pageant’s large 
props manager while Arlene served as the small props man-
ager as well as everything from being in the cast to helping 
with cast scenes. 
 So, aft er moving to Manti, being involved with the 

Pageant was just a natural fi t. Th at fi rst year, the couple was 
called as assistant ward food committee chairs.
 With the passing of her husband, Valentine has other 
priorities this year but expects that like most people in town, 
come next year she’ll be looking for some opportunity to 
help out with the Pageant again. In the meantime (aft er 
July 4, that is), you can fi nd Valentine and a host of other 
volunteers at the Family History Center, Sunday through 
Friday, willing and able to help you fi nd your ancestors and 
learn a little more about your family history.

New this year, the Pageant is being asked to supply 
crossing guards at four intersections near the 
temple. Each LDS stake is supplying four men 

and/or women who can perform the function each night 
from 6-9:30 p.m. Among these orange vest-clad volunteers 
will be Sam Winkel, a Snow College pre-law student, from 
nearby Sterling.
 While he has never been in the cast like most people 
who have grown up in these parts have, Winkel has been 
involved with the Pageant throughout the years. At various 
times he has sold items for school fundraisers, fruit from his 
family farm and craft s he made in woodworking classes at 
the vendor booths. Th en, when he got older he worked as 
a member of the night crew, providing overnight security 
for the Pageant sets.
 His family owns a local bed-and-breakfast, so they’ve 
seen their fair share of Pageant guests over the years. And 
in his family, it has been a longstanding tradition to attend 
the Pageant. Winkel estimates that in his lifetime (he’s now 

21) he has seen the Pageant 30 times.
 “I go almost every day when I can,” he says. “It’s already 
been a big infl uence in my life.”
 Winkel has hopes to attend law school at George Mason 
University in Washington, D.C., or at BYU, and someday 
hopes to have a family, be an entrepreneur and travel the 
world. But in the meantime, he plans on helping out at the 
Pageant as oft en as he can in whatever capacity is needed.
 “I live in a small community, but it’s a big thing, so I’d 
like to help out any way I can,” he says.

By Robert Stevens

The Manti Ambulance Association has a long tra-
dition of participating in volunteer support roles 
during the Mormon Miracle Pageant. They’ve 

seen all manner of injuries and incidents over the years, 
but they’re well-equipped to handle them, says Pageant 
President Milton Olsen.
 “It’s amazing what they contribute,” Olsen says. “It’s not 
just their services as an ambulance crew. Th ey spearhead 
all of the emergency medical-related activities.”
 Jolynn Hodson, an EMT and the current president of 
the Manti Ambulance Association, has been involved with 
the association for 22 years.
 Hodson says that, for her, every night of Pageant begins 
with an emergency briefi ng at 4:30 p.m. at the Sanpete 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, which is attended by sheriff  of-
fi cers, Search and Rescue, and  visiting emergency and 
public-safety personnel.
 She says the association provides several volunteers 
each night starting at 5 p.m. to staff  a fi rst-aid tent and 
two on-call ambulances with three or four EMTs each. 
 “Th at means, at a minimum, there are eight of us on 
duty each night of the Pageant,” she says.
 In addition to their emergency medical capacity, the 
association helps to host and feed visiting emergency 
personnel such as Utah Highway Patrol and AirMed 
emergency helicopter crews.
 “We always cook a good barbecue for the AirMed 
pilots who come down,” Dan Sorensen, fellow association 
member, says. “We appreciate and enjoy their presence 
here.”
 Hodson says that in her more than two decades volun-
teering with the ambulance association during the Pageant, 
there have been countless cases of heat stroke, cuts, bruises, 
scrapes,  a heart attack or two, some minor scuffl  es and 
one streaker. But Hodson and her fellow EMTs have been 
trained and equipped to deal with just about anything, 
says Olsen.
 “Th ey have the capacity to treat mass casualties, and 
they make that available to the Pageant every year,” Olsen 

People behind the Pageant

LLOYD CALL / MESSENGER PHOTO

Alrene Valentine is ready dinners to serve hungry Pag-
eant-goers, as she has for the last decade.

CRYSTAL CALL / MESSENGER PHOTO

Sam Winkel, right, receives instruction from Norm Jen-
sen, left, and Kyle Jenson, center, on handling street 
crossings of Pageant crowds. Jensen is the supervisor of 
a new volunteer crossing-guard group of which Winkel 
is a member. Jenson is in charge of Pageant security.

Continued on next page
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The Manti Ambulance Association has at least eight of their members on duty to play 
volunteer support roles during every evening of the Mormon Miracle Pageant. Pictured 
are (L-R) Chris Cox, Steve Roberts, Mark Henry, Sonia DeMill, Ambulance Association 
President Jolynn Hodson, Charles Elison, Amber Jarvis, Dan Sorensen, Jayson Albee, 
Lynette Graham, Bob Grzesik and David Bowles.
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said. “It blows my 
mind when I think 

about what they bring to the table.”
 Hodson says some of her favorite memo-
ries were when the ambulance crews all went  
to the Pageant and watched each night, but 
aft er 9/11, increases in security procedures 
made that impossible. Despite the more strin-

gent security procedures, Hodson, Sorensen 
and other members still enjoy their Pageant 
duties.
 “I think we all enjoy the little things we do 
for people during the Pageant,” says Sorensen, 
“like passing out Band-aids to children with 
scraped knees and bottles of water to dehy-
drated people.”

Continued
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By Laura Lawrence

Driving through Central Utah, entering 
Sanpete County and long before one gets 
to Manti, one will see what some refer to 

as the “jeweled crown”: the Manti Utah Temple.
 Th is majestic architectural creation has infl u-
enced many families, members of the Latter-day 
Saint faith, as well as nonmembers since its dedi-
cation in 1888 by LDS President Lorenzo Snow.
 Th e Manti Temple, the third temple built in 
Utah, was built on a rattlesnake-infested stone 
quarry. The temple’s exterior is fine-textured 
cream-colored Manti oolite limestone from that 
very quarry. Th e building combines Gothic Revival, 
French Renaissance Revival, French Second Em-
pire and Colonial architectural styles. Among the 

100,373-square-foot structure’s many rooms, there 
are four ordinance rooms, eight sealing rooms and 
a baptistery.
 Th e designer, William Harrison Folsom, moved 
to Manti while the temple was being construct-
ed and is quoted as saying, “I built a pearl—the 
Manti Temple.” Th e Scandinavian background of 
the workers is obvious in the techniques used in 
building the temple, for example, the Norwegian 
boat builders in charge of designing the ceiling, 
never having constructed a building, simply used 
the design of a boat and turned it upside down. 
 Probably the most acclaimed and amazing 
feats of its architectural elements are the two spiral 
stairways in the octagonal towers on the temple’s 
west side, which wind upward 151 steps with no 
central support. Standing at the top of the stairs 

looking down is like looking into a six-storied-long 
well. Master carpenter Andreas “Steamboat” Olsen, 
craft er of the winding stair railing, was a sailor in 
Norway before coming to America. He would oft en 
invite those privileged to climb the stairs to run 
their hands along the railing to see if they could feel 
joints in the wood. Th e wood is smooth, no joints 
can be felt.
 Aft er an initial 11 years of dedicated hard labor, 
stone aft er stone and plank aft er plank to construct 
the outside of the temple, the interior décor of the 
temple was begun. Painted murals on the walls, 
wood columns and doorways, rustic pine fl oors and 
rag carpets, and many other details were completed 
by inspired and skilled craft smen and craft swom-

COURTESY BLODWEN OLSON

A historical photo shows the Manti Temple towards the beginning of its construction.

From rattlesnakes to spiral staircases:
Manti Temple—an architectural and spiritual masterpiece

Continued on page 34

 The temple will be 
open on days of the 
Pageant for people with 
valid LDS temple rec-
ommends who wish to 
go on temple sessions.
 On days  o f  the 
Pageant (Tuesday-Sat-
urday), sessions start  
every hour on the half-
hour beginning at 7:30 
a.m., and ending with 
the 3:30 p.m. session.
 The temple is closed 
Sundays and Mondays.
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en. Th roughout the 
temple are decora-

tive door knobs, hinges, keyhole plates and 
catches.
 Dr. Hugh W. Nibley off ers some interpreta-
tions of what his great grandfather John Patrick 
Reid, who was the fi rst branch president in 
Belfast, Ireland, and leader of the Masonic 
Order there, created:
 “Sometimes the ornaments are naturalistic 
curves of the nineteenth century, but as long 
as he was at it, it seemed Brother Reid might 
as well put some symbolism in the ornamenta-
tion. A circle is surrounded by botanical motifs 
and is circled by small rings. One of these rings 
instead of a simple circle or ring is an Ankh, 
or Crux Anasta, the best known of all ancient 
symbols, as it stands for life.”
 Many other details exist about the designs 
of the murals, woodwork and carpets which 
can be found in the book, “Th e Manti Temple.”
 In 1981, a complete renovation of the tem-
ple was begun. Th e four-year process added 
three sealing rooms, new dressing rooms, a 
nursery, and offi  ces, and renovated the bap-
tistery to include a new exterior entrance. 
Apartments for temple workers were also 
constructed. Th e temple was rededicated June 
14–16, 1985, by Gordon B. Hinckley.
 One of the earliest memories of the strong 
infl uence the Manti Temple had on groups and 
individuals is a story told by Blodwen Olsen, 
granddaughter of master mason Edward L. 
Parry, who recalled her experiences at age 6 or 
7 of riding in the “Temple Hack,” which was 
used for daily transport of volunteers to and 
from the temple circa 1913-1937. Th e “Hack” 
was a horse-drawn wagon chassis and looked 
like an upside-down box with curtains on the 
side to be lowered in the winter.
 One non-LDS Salt Lake City resident re-
called that while she was a child in the 1950s, 
she and her brothers and sister would oft en 

ROBERT STEVENS/MESSENGER PHOTO

The Manti LDS Temple assumes a majestic position above the Sanpete Valley

Continued

One of the most prominent and striking 
features of the Manti Temple are the two 
winding, spiral staircases on either end of 
the temple, free of central supports.

Continued on page 38
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The Highway has
changed ...

but the Heritage
is the same. 

The Mormon Pioneer National Heritage Area 
(MPNHA) has been established to raise
awareness of the Mormon Pioneers who
played a major role in the colonization of
the western United States.

You can learn more about the mission of
the MPNHA by calling 801-699-5065
or going to our website:
http://www.mormonpioneerheritage.org/

Come find out for yourself!
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spend weekends 
and summers with 

their grandparents in Spring City and Ephraim, 
oft en arriving late on Friday nights. Highway 
89 was the only route at that time and went 
through many small towns. The anxious 
children would know how close they were to 
arriving when, far in the distance, they could 
see the glimmering white of the Manti Temple. 
She also remembers Easter egg rolling contests 
down the steep Temple Hill. Children dressed 
in their Easter attire would come with baskets 
of hand-colored boiled eggs and roll them 
together down the hill to see whose eggs lasted 
the longest in the journey to the bottom.
 A 17-year-old girl from Ephraim made 
this statement: “When I come out of a school 
function in the evening, it is a comfort to look 
over toward Manti and see the lighted temple 
on the hill. I wish the temple lights could stay 
on longer.”
 Others felt the same way, and now the 
temple lights are left  on all night. Th e fi rst 
fl oodlights to light the temple at night were 
installed in July 1935.
 
Sources:
“Th e Manti Temple” by Victor J. Rasmussen and 
the Manti Temple Centennial Committee
Ldschurchtemples.org

Continued

Rooms in the Manti Temple (clockwise from top) Terrestrial Room, Celestial Room and Priesthood Room.
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Career opportunities available.

East side of US89, just beyond the Ephraim Business 

By Linda Peterson

I f you’re attending the pageant with 
your family or just have a little time 
before the Pageant starts, you might 

want to check out the Family History 
Tent sponsored by the LDS Mt. Pleasant 
Utah Stake.
 From 4-8:30 p.m. each night of the 
Pageant, 15 volunteers will help Pageant 
attendees learn more about their own 
family history.
 For the Pageant, FamilySearch.org is 
providing 10 of what it calls “Discovery 
Exper ience Units”—Windows-based 
touch-screen computers loaded with four 
applications designed to provide the user 
with an interactive family-history experi-
ence. 
 A larger model with two large screens 
will be set up near the tent for multiple 
users.
 Using the “All About Me” application, 
users who don’t have a FamilySearch ac-
count will be able to get information about 
the year in which they were born, such as 
who won the World Series, who won the 
NBA finals or items that were invented that 

year.
 Two of the other applications build 
on family tree information provided by 
FamilySearch account holders. “Where I 
Come From” can map out the migration 
routes of a person’s ancestors, while “My 
Famous Relatives” can use an individual’s 
family tree to determine how an individual 
is related to famous people, including U.S. 
presidents, church leaders, even entertain-
ers.
 The fourth application, “Picture my 
Heritage” utilizes a built-in camera to 
impose a user’s head shots onto generic 
photos of people from various eras.
 If the user provides an email or has a 
FamilySearch account, the volunters will 
email the information captured during the 
experience directly to him or her.
 Laptops will also be available to intro-
duce FamilySearch to those not familiar 
with it, and to register them in the pro-
gram. 
 There will also be children’s games 
where youngsters can be introduced to 
their own family tree, along with coloring 
pages and other activities.
 Coordinator Geniel McDonald says  

members of the LDS church and non-mem-
bers alike will find the programs interest-
ing.

 The tent will be set up each night on 
the street near the Family History Center 
west of the temple grounds.

COURTESY CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

A girl and her grandmother search for information about their ancestors on computers in 
the Family History Tent, which will be set up during the Pageant this year.

 Discover family tree at Family History Tent
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

  Claudia Jarrett          Scott Bartholomew          Steve Lund

We look forward to your attending the 51st Edition of the Morman Miracle Pageant in Manti 
City. We also invite you to experience the beauty of our valley and friendliness of our citizens 
as you travel here. We know you will truly enjoy all that we have to offer and will want to 
visit Sanpete County again soon. 
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Last year, for the 50th anniversary, the Pageant orga-
nized a pre-pageant concert series. The series went 
over so well that it’s back for 2017. As last year, the 

stage will be set up on the grassy area west of the Family 
History Center and LDS Distribution Center.

 Th e entertainment schedule will be as follows:

Nightly
Local Vocals

 Opening each night from 7-8 p.m. will be Local Vocals, 
a high school and college troupe formed to perform during 
the 50th anniversary concert series. They are back by popu-
lar demand. Different entertainers will follow Local Vocals 
at 8 p.m. according to the schedule below.
 

June 15
Mike and Jennifer Frischknecht Family

 Michael Frischknecht and Jennifer Judkins met at Snow 
College in an LDS Institute choir and ended up getting 
married. After nine years away from Sanpete County, they 
returned to Manti, where Michael practices medicine. 
 Their fi ve children, who will perform with them, are:
Joshua, 22, who returned from serving a mission to South 
Africa, Swaziland and Mozambique a year and a half ago 
and will graduate in a year with his bachelor’s degree in 
commercial music at Snow College. 
 Elisabeth, 20, who is a member of the BYU Interna-
tional Folk Dance team and recently returned from a tour to 
Southeast Asia. She just completed her junior year in college 
majoring in physics and astronomy. 
 Emily, 17, who will be a senior at Manti High School 
this fall and is the music Sterling Scholar for 2017-2018. 
 Erin, 14, who will be a freshman at Manti High and has 
already been practicing hard with the drill team for next year. 
 Jacob, 8, who loves anything that has to do with a ball 
and running fast.

June 16
Michael Dowdle

 Michael Dowdle has had a long and distinguished musical 
career. As a teen, he began playing in various rock bands. 
He began studio work as a session guitarist in 1980 and has 
performed thousands of sessions in every style of music. 
 As a composer, he has written many different themes 
and music for TV and radio. He also has released several 
rock-n-roll and jazz albums. 
 In 1984 he switched gears when he was contracted by 
Lex de Azevedo to record an album of 50 acoustic guitar 
hymns, “50 Favorite Hymns.” Other albums followed in 
1985 and 1986, such as “Hymns of Praise” and “Songs of 
Joy.” In 1987 Dowdle recorded his fi rst Christmas album, 
“A Sacred Christmas,” and in 1995 he released his second 
pop Christmas album, “Christmas.” 
 He has played on stage as a guitarist with many artists 
including the Osmonds and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 
 

June 17
Ultimi (Isaac Hurtado, Tyler Nelson and Brian Stucki) 
 Ultimi combines the vocal and instrumental talents of 
Isaac Hurtado, Tyler Nelson and Brian Stucki. As indepen-
dent performers, the three tenors have performed more than 
100 operatic roles in the United States and abroad.
 They joined forces in February 2014. The name “Ulti-
mi” means “latest” and has a connection to the Italian name 
of the LDS faith the three singers share.
 

June 20
Matt and Kristin Weidner

 Matt Weidner is the director of bands at Gunnison Valley 
High School and Gunnison Valley Middle School, where 
he has taught for fi ve years. He has been named a “rising 
star in music education” by the Legacy Music Alliance for 
his work there. He has also performed as a jazz pianist in 
Canada, Holland and China.
 Kristen Weidner has been involved in music and the-
atre for many years in settings ranging from schools and 
community theatres to the Hale Centre Theatre. She has 
worked as vocal director and choreographer for multiple 
productions at Snow College, and recently fi nished directing 
and choreographing “Seussical the Musical” at Gunnison 
Valley High School. She is the vocal director for the Local 
Vocals.
 

June 21
Snow College Music Department 

 The Horne School of Music at Snow College now offers 
a bachelor of music degree. The program is off to a great 
start, and the best way to showcase it is through some of 
the students. You will hear a variety of musical styles and 
performances. 

June 23
Greg Boothe

 Greg Boothe has many years of music experience per-
forming in bands and trios, and doing solo work. He loves 

to write music and especially to tell stories capturing the 
spirit of pioneers who for us today. Boothe has released 
three solo CDs and a Christmas CD with a group called 
“Blend Five.” He is also a member of the band “Phat Ol’ 
Professors.” He is working on a new album that will be out 
this fall.
 

June 23
Skyline Drive

 Skyline Drive consists of two members, brothers Ross 
and Luc Christensen of Spring City. Ross, 26, plays the 
drums and auxiliary percussion. Luc, 21, sings lead vocals 
and plays the guitar. The group plays covers of popular 
songs as well as some original songs.
 After winning the talent contest at the Utah State Fair 
and a regional contest in New Mexico, the brothers will 
compete this summer in the national Country Music Show-
down in Nahsville. 
 

June 24
Cherie Call

 Cherie Call has been writing songs since her early teens 
and has released nine full-length albums. She is a two-time 
fi nalist in the Kerrville Newfolk Songwriting Competition 
and has played “in the round” at the legendary Bluebird 
Cafe in Nashville. Her songs have been featured in inde-
pendent fi lms, including the Banff Award-winning “True 
Fans.” 
 Cherie’s most recent release is a children’s album 
called, “The Buddy System,” a collaboration with sing-
er-songwriter Lyndy Butler. From this album, their song, 
“The Astronaut and The Mermaid” won the grand prize in 
the children’s category of the John Lennon Songwriting 
Contest. 
 Cherie is a member of the Utah supergroup, The Lower 
Lights, and teaches songwriting at Snow College. She is 
married and has four children.

Pre-Pageant entertainment returns for second year

Local Vocals will perform nightly during the Mormon Miracle Pageant.

‘Local Vocals’ returns to 
headline performances
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Your wealth is unique to you. That is why Zions 

Bank offers wealth services tailored to your 

exacting specifications. Contact a Zions banker 

for a free wealth services consultation.   

If you’re not banking with Zions Bank, 

perhaps you should be.  

INTELLIGENT INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT

A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDICDr. Darin Cummings, Dr. Jake Robison

283-5555 - 43 E. 450 N., Ephraim
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While in town for the Pageant, there’s plenty to see, 
do and enjoy for the whole family. Many of the 
activities are free. So take a little time to check 

out what Manti and the surrounding areas have to off er.

Garden of Treasures 
Under Temple Light

 Th e recently dedicated Garden of Treasures Under Tem-
ple Light, which sits on the southwest corner of the Manti 
City Cemetery, has as its focal point the Pioneer Heritage 
Name Wall, which is inscribed with the names of more 
than 500 of Manti’s founding citizens and in some cases, 
descendents of the founders.
 In addition to showcasing the Name Wall, the garden 
recreates a pioneer-era stone bridge, complete with lichen 
growth in the replica stream, and contains walkways paved 
with granite.

Historic Old Manti City Hall
191 N. Main

 Historic Manti City Hall is open weekdays from 2-6 p.m. 
and includes visitor information and a small museum. 

Pioneer Dugout
400 N. 300 East, Manti

 This pioneer dugout 
was built for Manti’s 150th 
birthday celebration, and 
is representation of over 
20 primitive dwellings 
built into the nearby cliff s 
where Manti’s settlers 
spent their fi rst year. 

Manti City Aquatic Center
64 W. 500 North

Th e Manti City Aquatic Center is open Monday through 
Saturday from noon-6 p.m. With a waterslide, whirlpool, 
wading pool and lap pool, the whole family will fi nd some-
thing to enjoy. Admission is $3 per person.

Palisade State Park
2200 Palisade Road, Manti

 Located one mile up the canyon road from Sterling (the 
community about 5 miles south  of Manti), Palisade State 
Park has activities the whole family can enjoy. Play 18 holes 
of golf; paddleboat, swim, fi sh on Palisade Reservoir; hike 
the canyon; or enjoy OHV trails. Boats, canoes, kayaks and 
fi re pits are available to rent. For more information, contact 
park staff  at 435-835-4653.

Skyline Mountain Resort
22130 N. 11750 East, Fairview

 Skyline Mountain Resort has an 18-hole golf course 
which is open to the public. Course reservations can also 
be made. 

Fairview Canyon/Huntington-Eccles 
Scenic Byway

 For those who enjoy spending time in nature, the Hun-

tington-Eccles Scenic Byway begins in Fairview and heads 
east up the canyon on Highway 31. Th e route leads to Hun-
tington/Mammoth reservoir where fi shing and camping is 
accessible. For more information call 435-427-9590.

Snow College Activity Center
350 E. Center St., Ephraim

 The Snow College Activity Center has a variety of 
activities for the entire family. Th e facility includes indoor 
swimming, racquetball courts, indoor tennis and volleyball 
courts, basketball, aerobics and weight-lift ing rooms, indoor 
soccer, a climbing wall and more. 
 Hours are Monday to Friday, 5:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 
Saturday from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more information or to 
make group reservations, call 435-283-7040.

Manti Walking Tour
 First settled in 1849, Manti has more than 100 buildings 
built by pioneer craft smen that still stand, more than any 
other city in Utah, with several predating the Civil War. 
Because the majority of builders were stone masons, most 
of the structures are built of oolite limestone quarried from 
the hills behind the temple.
 Th e tour features 29 of the fi nest examples of early ar-
chitectural design, including the Manti Tabernacle and the 
Bishop’s Storehouse.
 A downloadable, two-page PDF and additional tour 
information can be found at www.sanpete.com.

John Patten DUP Museum
300 N. 100 West, Manti

 Built in 1854 by John Patten, this home was lived in con-
tinuously until 1975 when it became a museum maintained 
by the Manti Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.
 Th e main portion of the house represents the earliest 
and most primitive form of stone masonry construction in 
Utah. Th e walls were laid in coursed rubble, using crude 
mud mortar. Hours of operation during the Pageant are 
from 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

As long as you’re in town...

Continued on next page
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Fairview Museum of History and Art
85 N. 100 East, Fairview

      Th e Fairview Museum houses 
a full-scale replica of a Columbian 
mammoth unearthed in 1988 
during the excavation of Hunting-
ton Reservoir. Visitors will also fi nd 
beautiful artwork by local artists 
displayed on the walls, in addition 
to the artifacts and historical infor-
mation throught multiple buildings 
on the museum grounds.  Hours of 
operation are from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday.

Spring City
 Found on a short detour from 
old Highway 89, Spring City is a 
must-see National Register Historic 
District. The city was originally 
known as Canal Creek aft er being 
settled by James Allred from Manti 
in 1852. Spring City is also the fi nal 
resting place of the early apostle and 
LDS church fi gure Orson Hyde.
 Visitors can tour the city to see 
pioneer architecture, visit art galler-
ies and dine at some local hot-spots. 

435.283.TIRE (8473) 435.835.TIRE (8473)

“For service you can trust count on us!”

 650 S. MAIN, EPHRAIM 102 N. MAIN, MANTI

61 s. mAIN, EPHRAIM - 283-3577

Teri Chicken Bowl

Volcano Fries

Chicken KatsuTeri Chicken on noodles

Fried Twinkie w/ice creamKalua Pork

GIVE US A SPIN
Don’t fidget with other lenders that keep you spinning in circless

PRE–QUALIFY TODAY! CALL OR EMAIL TO  
SCHEDULE A FREE CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION

Come in for a Free Fidget Spinner!*

*While supplies last. This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subjeect to borrower and pproperty qualifications. CCoontact loan officer
listed for an accurate, personalized quote. Interest rates and program guidelines are subject to channge without notice. SeccurrityyNational Mortgage
Company is an Equal Housing Lender. Company NMLS# 3116  SSNMC0517MISSC1261

SecurityNational Mortgage Company

Turning Houses 
into Homes™

Continued
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Ephraim
 
 Abundance, at 27 N. Main in Ephraim, 
off ers Berk’s homemade bread, cut so thick 
you won’t believe it, and a full range of deli-
cious homemade meals, salads, appetizers, 
sandwiches and bratwursts. 283-4734 
 
 Kalama’s Island Style, 61 S. Main, 
Ephraim, specializes in Hawaiian items, 
such as Kalbi short ribs and Pan-ko-crusted 
Furikake. 283-3577
 
 Little Caesar’s, 462 N. Main in Ephraim, 
off ers the franchise’s classic hot-n-ready large 
pepperoni or cheese pizza for $5, and a large 
deep-dish pepperoni with mozzarella and 
Muenster cheese for $8. Th e store will sell 
pizzas curbside every night of the Pageant. 
283-4353
 
 Los Amigos at 3 E. 700 South in Ephraim 
off ers traditional homemade Mexican food. 
Call for takeout, or head on in and enjoy 
one of their reasonably priced specials. Th eir 
chicken chimichanga covered in chili verde 
with rice and beans is mouth-watering. 283-
5675
 
 Malena’s Mexican Grill offers tasty, 
homemade Mexican food at their new store 
at 295 N. Main in Ephraim. Traditional bur-
ritos, tostadas, tacos, salads, Mexican soda 
and horchata are on the menu. Try their 
lunch specials for $5.95. All specials come 
with rice and beans. 283-4425
 
 Malt Shop, 150 N. Main, Ephraim, has 
been for years a favorite spot with retro at-
mosphere, features burgers, fries, homemade 
shakes, and fast, friendly service. 283-4101
 
 Roy’s Pizza and Pasta at 81 S. Main in 
Ephraim is family owned and operated since 
1986. Th ey specialize in delicious pizza, cal-
zones, pasta, sandwiches, breads and salads 
prepared to your taste. Options include dine-
in, delivery, take-out and catering. 283-4222 
 
 Satisfi ed Ewe at 350 N. Main in Ephraim 
is an excellent choice for homemade soups, 
sandwiches, country-fried steak and deli-
cious homemade pies. Stop by and relax in 

the cute cowboy-décor café. 283-6364 
 
 Subway at 290 S. Main in Ephraim 
specializes in breakfast and lunch options. 
Try the new egg-white breakfast sandwich, 
including steak, egg white and cheese. 
Th ere are more than a dozen fresh sandwich 
options, salads, even a side of guacamole. 
Lobby open until 12 a.m. and drive-thru 
open until 2 a.m. on Pageant days. 283-5015
 
 YoCrazy at 35 E. 100 N. in Ephraim (turn 
east at only traffi  c light) is a self-serve frozen 
dessert shop with 15 fl avors and over 40 top-
pings. For the summer, they have launched a 
new fl avor, rocket pop sorbet, no sugar added 
cheesecake, and non-dairy pineapple dole, 
lemon dole, and blue raspberry. 283-3555

Fairview
Home Plate Cafe is conveniently lo-

cated in Fairview at 215 N. State. Open 
6am-10pm. Specializing in quality home-
made food at affordable prices, also serving 
breakfast all day every day. This stop will 
definitely be added to your yearly summer 
to do list! 427-9300 

Gunnison
Coach B’s, 65 S. Main, Gunnison, off ers 

the traditional pizza favorites of Coach Greg 
Bartholomew, as well as bread sticks and 
salads. 528-3792

Mt. Pleasant
 
 Cavalier Pizza & Italian Restaurant, 
1050 S. State, Mt. Pleasant off ers handmade 
pizzas and Italian specialties and pasta. 462-
3388

Manti
 
 Candies on Main is Central Utah’s 
premier chocolate outlet and gives out free 
samples during the Pageant. Located at 58 
N. Main in Manti, Candies on Main makes 
amazing fudge, haystacks and caramel apples. 
Stop in for an amazing treat today! 835-6246

Food and lodging

LLOYD CALL / MESSENGER PHOTO

Crystal Best of Fred’s Sports Grill in Manti enjoys serving customers during the Pageant.

Continued on page 48
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Fairview’s Annual

Pioneer Day Celebration 2017
June 24th Derby Tickets- Saturday @ 9:00 a.m. at the Rodeo Grounds. 
Every person including babies are required to have a ticket. This year 
the number of tickets a person can buy is 10 tickets maximum. The 
cost will be $15.00 per ticket for all ages. If there are any tickets left 
after Saturday June 25th, they will be sold July 11th, 12th, & 19th from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the City office. No guaranties of tickets after 
June 25th. Do no wait until the final day to purchase tickets. No outside 
food or drink. No Coolers. No smoking will be allowed inside arena 
area or seating area. 
 
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY, JULY 10-12
 Lace Days, Fairview Museum

FRIDAY, JULY 14
 5:30 p.m. All-Night Sand Volleyball, Sports Park
 6:00 p.m. Horseshoe Tournament, Sports Park

SATURDAY, JULY 15
 7:00 a.m.  Softball Tournament – Ball Fields
 7:30 a.m.  Golf Tournament – Skyline Mountain Resort

TUESDAY, JULY 18
 7:00 p.m.  Ice Breaker – Ball Fields
  Youth Dance – 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at Ball Fields

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19
 7:00 p.m.  ATV Rodeo – Arena

THURSDAY, JULY 20
 3:00-6:00 p.m.  Open House, Utah’s Beauty & Heritage Art Walk
  Fairview Museum of History & Art
 4:00 p.m.  Youth Tennis Tournament – Sports Park
 7:00 p.m.  Kids Rodeo – Arena

FRIDAY, JULY 21
 6:00 p.m.  Horse Parade – State Street 
 7:30 p.m.  Rodeo – Arena

The 2017 Miss Fairview Pageant royalty: Ireland Rawlinson, first attendant, 
Kelsie Nielson, Miss Fairview, and  Nicole Day, second attendant.

SATURDAY, JULY 22
 7:00 a.m.  Adult Tennis Tournament – Sports Park
 8:30 a.m.  ATV Drive for Food
 9:00 a.m.  Scrambalooza – Sports Park
 7:00 p.m.  Derby
 10:00 p.m.  Fireworks

SUNDAY, JULY 23
 6:30 p.m.  DUP Program, Rock Church, 115 E 100 N

MONDAY, JULY 24
 6:00 a.m.  Fireman’s Wake-up – City Wide
 6:30 a.m.  5K Fun Run – Red Church Parking Lot
 7:00 a.m.   Flag Raising – New City Hall
 7:00 a.m.    Pioneer Breakfast –  Iven R. Cox Park Pavilion  
 10:00 a.m.    Craft Fair -CentraCom Parking Lot- Free  
  For booth information please call Shauna 435-427-3733
 10:15 a.m.  Motorized Kids Parade (only) – State Street, start at 
  Cache Valley Bank
 10:30 a.m.   Kids Parade – (non-motorized) State Street
  start at Cache Valley Bank
 11:00 a.m.   Pioneer Day Parade – State Street
  start at Cache Valley Bank 
 Noon   EMT Lunch – Iven R. Cox Pavilion
 1:00-4:00 p.m. Antique Car Show
  Fairview Museum of History and Art 
 1:00 p.m.  Fairview Idol – Dance Hall
  Free Pre-register now at the City Office 
 1:00 p.m. Kids Old Fashioned Games – Iven R. Cox Park, Free
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 Dirk’s Farmhouse Restaurant at 115 N. 
Main in Manti offers steaks, pastas, salads 
and multi-course meals. Dirk’s always uses 
the freshest ingredients of the season. This 
charming and elegant restaurant will draw 
you back again and again. 835-6500
 
 Fred’s Sports Grill at 114 S. Main offers 
a variety of fast-food favorites, along with 
teriyaki bowls and sandwiches. Fred’s will 
also have a food booth on the north end of 
Manti, 393 N. Main. This booth will offer 

the grill’s legendary teriyaki bowls, Hawai-
ian specials and yummy chocolate-covered 
strawberries. 835-4871
 
 KZ’s Shaved Ice Creams – Soda’z – 
Snacks is located just off U.S. 89 in Manti 
at 60 E. Union is a great place to get a cool 
treat while waiting for the Pageant. They 
also have sugar cookies, nachos, churro and 
pretzel bites. 835-5977

 Manti House Inn is at 401 North Main 
in Manti and will be serving gourmet 
wood-fired pizza nightly in front of their 

establishment. Please stop by and enjoy 
our one-of-a-kind pizza before attending 
the Pageant. 835-0161

Spring City
Das Café, 33 N. Main, Spring City, 

features German specialties, such as sau-
sage and eggs, Kraut burgers, Reubens and 
bratwurst. 462-7484

Salina
Denny’s Restaurant, for those heading 

south, is at 1602 S State, just before the I-70 
freeway entrance, south of Salina. The new 
restaurant with sit-down comfort offers 
Denny’s famous food and service. (435) 
529-2150 

Sterling 
(Palisade State Park)

Lakeside Grill is located just off of U.S. 
89 at Palisade State Park golf course club 
house. They are open from 8 a.m. until 8 
p.m. They offer breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
and feature dine-in or take-out. Stop in 
and try their popular chicken berry salad 
with homemade vinaigrette dressing: It is 
amazing. 835-2777

Horseshoe Mountain Resort is located 
at 850 S. U.S. 89 in Mt. Pleasant. While 
staying at this beautiful resort, you are 
only a few minutes from dozens of outdoor 
activities that occur throughout the year. 
You will enjoy all the amenities you’ve come 
to expect in quality lodging, including an 
outdoor pool and a large lawn area with a 
beautiful view of the surrounding moun-
tains. 462-9330 

Yardley’s Bed and Breakfast is located 
at 190 S. 200 West in Manti. Surround 
yourself with an atmosphere of elegance 
and relaxation. Built before the turn of 
the century, this bed and breakfast has all 
the warmth and charm of an old English 
country inn with European-style spa ame-
nities. It’s elegantly furnished with antiques, 
combining the convenience of today with 
the ambiance of yesteryear. The guestrooms 
all have private baths, satellite TV and DVD 
players. They are charming and comfortable 
with four-poster or brass beds and down 
comforters. A full spa cuisine breakfast is 
served in the large dining room. Yardley’s 

is located in a quiet, serene neighborhood 
but is conveniently located near all events 
and Manti destinations. 835-1861 
 
 Willow Creek Inn will allow you to 
avoid the late-night drive home. Located 
at 450 S. Main in Ephraim—just six min-
utes north of the temple, they provide a 
comfortable, clean, convenient and secure 
room for the night with interior hallways, 
free waffle breakfast, elevator, outdoor hot 
tub and guest laundry. 283-4566 
 
 Temple View Motel, 260 E. 400 N., just 
a stone’s throw from the Manti Temple! 
Featuring quiet, comfortable, affordable 
lodging. 835-6663

 
 Manti City Park is available, with 
camping fees of $7 a night for tents 50 sq. ft. 
and under,  $10 for over 50 sq. ft. Trailers, 
camper and RVs are $12 for 24 ft. and under 
and $15 for over 24 ft. Spots are first come, 
first serve. For more information, call Manti 
City 835-2401.
 
 Ockey’s Big Mountain Campground 
(Nephi) is located at 5298 E. S.R. 132 and 
is 36 miles north of Manti and about 6 
miles from Nephi. Tent sites are $29 for two 
people, plus $3 for each additional person 
per day. RV sites are $39 for two people, 
plus $3 for each additional person per day. 
Cabin rentals are $55 for two people, plus 
$3 for each additional person per day. Lodge 
rental is $95 for two people, plus $3 for each 
additional person per day. (435) 623-4800.
 
 Temple Hill Resort is just off U.S. 89 
north of the temple (296 E. Johnson Rd.), 
offering temple views. During the Pageant, 
tent spaces are $24 per night. Twenty-amp 
back-in spots with water and electrical 
hookups are $30; Thirty-amp pull-through 
spots are $40; Fifty-amp pull-through and 
back-in sites with full hookups are $45. 
Covered wagon is $35. Cabin is $85 (max. 
10 people; price includes four people). 
These are all base rates for two people 
(except as noted); for more than two peo-
ple there is an additional charge of $6 per 
person per night.
 All prices are subject to change. Dis-
counted rates are available for youth groups. 
835-2267
 
 No camping at Sanpete County Fair-
grounds this year.  Instead, camp at Manti 
City Park, 835-2401 or Gunnison City Park 
at the Pavilion 528-7969. 

Continued

The lounge area in Yardley Inn exhibits the refi nement and luxury contained throughout 
the newly renovated bed and breakfast.
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mrmac.com 

* Mr. Mac for all your occasions and events 

* Boy’s Dept.—Suits, Shirts and Ties 

* Men’s Dress Shoes by Ecco, Johnston & Murphy           
 and Rockport 

* Men’s Furnishings—Ties, Belts, Socks,  

* Huge Suit Department including Designer 
 Suits— Ralph Lauren, Calvin Klein, Italia 

* Free altera ons included with your suit purchase 

* 9 Stores across the Wasatch Front and Online 
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A huge round of applause for the talented cast 
and crew who put their energy into the 51st 
annual Mormon Miracle Pageant. We’re proud 
to help light the stage for this production 
to shine.

For energy- and money-saving tips, visit 
rockymountainpower.net .

Community 
involvement is 
our favorite 
role to play.

IS IT HOT WAITING FOR THE PAGEANT??

• Shaved 
 Ice Creams
• Soda’z
• Sugar 
 Cookies
• Nachos  
• Churro Bites
• Pretzel Bites

60 E. Union, (turn East at Zions Bank)

156 S. Main, Manti

835-4871



June 15-17, 20-24, 201752

By Linda Petersen

The Mormon Miracle Pageant is just one of seven 
Pageants sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. Th ey range from the Castle 

Valley and Clarkston Pageants, held every other year, to the 
Nauvoo/British Pageants, which are performed for a total 
of 20 nights combined. 
 One interesting fact is that six of the seven Pageants 
share the same lighting and sound equipment provided by 
the church. (Only the Nauvoo Pageants have their own.) 
Once the Manti Pageant is over this year, that equipment 
will be sent to the Hill Cumorah Pageant.

The Hill Cumorah Pageant
 Th e largest and oldest of the Pageants, the Hill Cumorah 
Pageant, began in the 1920s when a small group of mis-
sionaries from New York City put on a performance for the 
Cumorah Conference at the Joseph Smith Farm to celebrate 
Pioneer Day. Th e conference was moved from the farm to 
the Hill Cumorah in July 1934. Th ere have been annual 
Pageants at this location ever since.
 Th e Pageant is composed of 10 scenes, in which a cast 
of more than 750 tell the story of Christ both in the ancient 
and the New World. Th e Pageant runs for six nights this year, 
July 14-15, 18-22. Th e Pageant begins at 9:15 p.m. and runs 
for about 75 minutes. Th ere is seating for 9,000 people. No 
tickets or reservations are needed. For more information, 
visit www.hillcumorah.org/Pageant.

The Mesa Easter Pageant
 Subtitled “Jesus the Christ,” the Mesa Pageant is per-
formed for two weeks before Easter every year (excluding 
Sundays and Mondays). It presents the life, ministry, and 
mission of Jesus Christ through music, dance and drama. It 
began as an Easter sunrise service on top of a cotton wagon 
in 1928 and has become the largest annual outdoor Easter 
Pageant in the world. Th e text for the Pageant is taken from 
the King James’ version of the Bible and is written and pre-
sented for all faiths, cultures, religions and ages. Th is year, 
the Pageant, which lasts approximately 65 minutes, had a 
cast of 501. Nightly audiences range from 5,000 to 13,000 
people. 

Th e performance on the fi rst Saturday of the Pageant is 
always presented in Spanish. English translation for this 
performance, and Spanish translation for all other per-
formances is available free of charge, through the use of 
translation headsets. Th e Pageant is performed on the north 
lawn of the Mesa Temple Visitors’ Center located at 101 S. 
Lesueur, Mesa, Arizona. For more information, visit www.
easterPageant.org.

Castle Valley Pageant
 This production is held every other year on 
even-numbered years (so, not this year) in the town 
of Castle Dale, the county seat of Emery County. The 
Pageant, which has been running since 1978, celebrates 
the pioneer ancestors who settled the area (along with 
modern-day pioneers) and the faith that inspired them.
 The Pageant is held in a natural amphitheater about 
seven miles from town in the foothills of what is known 
locally as East Mountain. For the first 30 years the Pag-
eant was held every year. After the church took over the 
Pageant in 1992, the script was refocused to be more 
gospel-oriented. Through a series of scenes where two 
local men teach the Indians about the Book of Mormon, 
there are flashbacks to the Book of Mormon and the birth 
of the Savior.
 Th e Pageant is preceded at 8:30 p.m. with a fl ag cere-
mony that honors the various branches of the military. Th e 
Pageant itself lasts 90 minutes. Th ere is seating for 4,000 
people.

Clarkston Pageant
 Titled “Martin Harris: Th e Man Who Knew,” this pro-
duction is also held every other year and tells the story of 
Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the origin of 
the Book of Mormon, and events that took place in 1829 
near Palmyra, New York. It was created by residents of the 
tiny town of Clarkston, (population 666), 20 miles from 
Logan, as a memorial for Martin Harris, who is buried there. 
Th e LDS church took over the Pageant six years ago. Prior 
to that, the Pageant was four and a half hours long with a 
lecture prior to it. Th ese days the Pageant is 74 minutes and 
features a cast of 170 who come from all over Cache Valley, 
Box Elder County and southern Idaho.  
 Th e Pageant, which is in its 34th year, is staged in the 
Martin Harris Memorial Amphitheater adjacent to the 
Clarkston Cemetery, where Harris is buried. It is the only 
church Pageant performed live with live music. Th is year, 
the Pageant will be performed for 12 nights:  Aug. 4-5, 8-12, 
and 15-19 at 8:30 p.m. Admission is free. Th ere is seating 
for 3,200. For additional information, visit www.Clarkston-
Pageant.org.

Nauvoo Pageant
 In 2005 the Nauvoo Pageant replaced an earlier Pageant, 
“Th e City of Joseph,” which had run for 29 years. Aft er 
the last performance of “City of Joseph” in 2004, the Area 
Authority announced that President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

The Mormon Miracle Pageant is just one of many

A scene from the Hill Cumorah Pageant.

Continued on page 54
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www.key-research.com

WE ARE HIRING!   (435) 633-2015

You’ll frequently engage in relevant, exciting 
political research at the height of election season 
with people all across the nation.

You will never make a sales call. It’s just asking 
questions — that’s all!

Our flexible work schedule will leave you time for 
school and friends.

Relaxed dress code. Pay rate: $8.25 to $10.00/hr.

Qualifications: NO EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED

and filling out an application is easy!

An affiliate of Gunnison Valley Hospital

Clinic Hours:

Mon., Weds., Fri. ............. 9-5
   Closed Tuesday
Thursday......................... 1-7
Saturday.................... 9-Noon

46 N. Main, Manti
835-6000
www.mainstreetclinic.org
laurie@mainstreetclinic.org

Walk-ins welcome!

Laurie Miller, FNP

2017 Miss Mt. Pleasant Royalty: First Attendant, Mashaylie Burnside; Miss Mt. Pleasant, 
Rylee Ann McKay; Second Attendant, Megan Murphy.

HUB CITY DAYS SCHEDULE
June 25

8:00 am ............................... Golf Tournament at Skyline Mtn. Resort Golf Course
July 1

7:00 pm............................Rodeo Fun Night  , Mt. Pleasant Outdoor Rodeo Arena
July 2nd thru July 5th

17th Annual Mountain Man Rendezvous and Carnival
(Traders can contact Dave & Pat Gonzalez at 462-0152)

July 2nd
7:00 pm........................ Mutton Bustin’ at the Mt. Pleasant Outdoor Rodeo Arena
8:00 pm.............................................................................................................Rodeo

July 4th
7:00 am .................................................................................... Breakfast in the Park
7:00 am .....................................5K/10K Fun Run – Starts El Mexicano Restaurant 

Parking Lot. 5K costs $10.00, 10K costs $20.00 
Proceeds will go to the Sanpete Pantry

8:00 am .......................Tennis Tournament at North Sanpete High School – $5.00
9:00 am ................................................... Sesquicentennial Book Sale on the lawn 

at the Library, there will be lots of free stuff and prizes!
11:00 am ..........................................Children’s Parade (lineup at 700 South State)
11:30 am ...................................................Mammoth Parade (lineup on 700 South)
Noon .......................................Entertainment and Vendor Booths at the City Park 
Noon to 3:00 p.m. ............................................Restored and Ugly Tractor Contest

Prizes at 3 p.m., Park your tractor across from park on north end of Cemetery
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm...................................................Free Wagon Rides in the park 

Free games in the park for all children and teens,
Fudge Contest, Cake Baking Contest, Pie Baking Contest

$50.00 Prize to the winners of each contest
7:00 pm........................ Mutton Bustin’ at the Mt. Pleasant Outdoor Rodeo Arena
8:00 pm.............................................................................................................Rodeo
10:00 pm.....................................................................Mt. Pleasant Fireworks Show
For more information on Hub City Days events and parade contact: Coleen Oltrogge – 

435-462-3034 or 435-851-6943 or call Mt. Pleasant City Hall – 435-462-2456.
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Also at 95.1 FM!

T H
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WELCOME TO THE
PAGEANT!

along with other members of the 
First Presidency, felt that a new 
Pageant was needed that told the 
story of Nauvoo and bore a strong 
testimony of the Savior and the 
divine mission of the Prophet 
Joseph. Th e Nauvoo Pageant was 
the fi rst Pageant in the church to 
be commissioned by and written 
under the direction of the First Presidency.  Beginning and ending with a testimony of the Sav-
ior, it tells the story of early Latter-day Saint Church members who, in 1839, fl ed to Nauvoo to 
escape religious persecution. Narrated by an actor representing early church notable Parley P. 
Pratt, the Pageant emphasizes the prophetic mission of Joseph Smith and honors the sacrifi ce, 
faith and courage of the Saints who gave their all to build a city and a temple to their God.

The British Pageant
 Th is Pageant, called “Truth Will Prevail,” was fi rst performed in Preston, England, in 2013 
and was brought to Nauvoo the following year as a permanent part of the Nauvoo experience. 
It tells the history of the Reformation in the British Isles and the story of the early Christian 
reformers, along with the history of early Mormonism in the British Isles.
 Th e Pageant features 20 core cast professionals with live speaking parts, along with fi ve 
family cast groups. Each week a new family cast learns the parts for both Pageants and performs 
them the following week for an audience of up to 3,500.  (Last year 55,000 people visited the 
Pageant.) Cast members come from all across the United States, who come to be part of the 
pageant experience at their own expense.
 Th is year, the 75-minute Pageant will be held every evening at 8:30 p.m. for a total of 20 
performances, July 11-Aug. 5 (excluding Sundays and Mondays). Th e Nauvoo Pageant will 
be presented on Tuesday, Th ursday and Saturday. Th e British Pageant will be presented on 
Wednesday and Friday. For more information, visit www.nauvooPageant.org.

Continued
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79 S. MAIN | SPRING CITY, UT | WWW.SPRINGCITYARTS.COM

- SPRING CITY arts -

2017 Plein Air Competition Best of Show - Steven Heward

&STUDIO TOUR

AUG 29-SEPT 2, 2017
ARTIST STUDIO TOUR

Saturday, September: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
A once-a year opportunity to visit artists where they work

PAINTING COMPETITION
Tuesday through Friday, August 29 - September 1

ARTIST & COLLECTOR RECEPTION
ART PREVIEW & AWARDS

Friday, September 1: 7:00 p.m.

PLEIN AIR ART SHOW & SALE
Saturday, September 2: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

QUICK PAINT & AUCTION
Saturday Morning, September 2



June 15-17, 20-24, 201756


