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 EPHRAIM—What does it 
take to have a truly beautiful 
yard?
 For the fi rst-place winners 
of the Sanpete Messenger’s 2nd 
Annual “Most Beautiful Yards 
of Sanpete” contest, all it took 
was, well, having the whole 
package.
 Tristy and Kevin Chris-
tensen of Ephraim pulled 
away from other contestants 
by  meticulously grooming 
a widely-varied selection of 
vegetation and giving great 
attention to detail on their 
landscape. Th e couple incor-
porated indigenous growth 
into the yard, as well as a 
selection of their favorites—
including many varieties of 
fruit.

 

“The diversity of vegetation 
was a big factor in the win,” 
contest judge Jason Gibbens 
said. “Th e fact that they are 
incorporating local growth is 
great too. Th ey preserved the 
local beauty and added to it. 
Th e whole place was weed-free 
and disease-free. Pest man-
agement was impeccable, soil 
management was incredible.”
 Tristy, a doctor, and Kevin, 
director of Sanpete’s economic 
development offi  ce, are both 
professionals. Th ey have a fi ve-
year-old son and a 20-year old 
daughter.
 Kevin grew up in Sanpete, 
attending Manti High School. 
Tristy graduated from Ameri-
can Fork High. Th e couple met 
aft er Tristy moved to Sanpete 
to practice medicine.
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And aerial photograph showcases grow boxes equipped with a top-of-the-line drip irrigation system, as well as some established 

trees and a lush, green backyard lawn to match the lush, green front yard lawn.

 Aft er the couple married in 
2007, they began transforming 
the landscape into a beautiful 

environment that could be a 
social area for the couple, their 
family and guests.

 “Life gets so busy, and we 
are all on our phones all the 
time,” Tristy said. “We like to 
have a place to gather and eat 
homemade ice cream and pull 
the chairs up and talk.”
 About five years ago, an 
opportunity arose to extend 
their property. Since Tristy 
says she had always wanted to 
have room for a better garden 
and fruit trees, they bought 
the property behind their 
home and began expanding 
the backyard into what it has 
become now—an expansive, 
beautiful and ecologically-re-
sponsible landscape.
 There were a number of 
factors that helped the Chris-
tensen’s edge out other yards 
in the contest, which was a 
close race with the winners 
separated by only a few points 
on the contest scoring system.
 “Th e backyard has several 
water features, and there is 
artisan vegetation along with 

some of the indigenous veg-
etation and trees,” Gibbens 
said.    
“Th ere was also a deep, lush 
green in the lawn that you can’t 
get without really taking care 
of the soil.”
 Also, “Th e vegetable gar-
den was very nice, with healthy 
soil and a very high-end mod-
ern watering system.”
 Th e watering system Gib-
bens referred to is a top-of-
the-line drip-irrigation sys-
tem that he says the couple 
implemented perfectly. Tristy 
and Kevin say they noticed 
a similar setup in a relative’s 
garden in Alpine and decided 
their garden could benefit 
from one also—so they built 
it themselves.
 “It’s very effi  cient,” Tristy 
said. “Some things, like straw-
berries, you don’t want to 
over-water, and you can set 

this to come on for just a few 
minutes, and it’s great.”
 Tristy and Kevin planted 
everything themselves. Fruit 
is prevalent in the yard, with 
a veritable orchard in the back 
yard, strawberries in the grow 
boxes and grapevines climb-
ing a homemade wooden 
structure against the back 
fence.
  Tristy says she comes from 
a long line of green thumbs. 
“My mom is a great gardener, 
and my grandfather had an 
orchard and raised fruit most 
of his life. He taught me how 
to prune fruit trees and how 
to take care of raspberries and 
blackberries. His father did 
too. Th at was his livelihood.”

 Tristy and Kevin have had 
some challenges in getting 
their property to look this 
nice. Hungry deer are a con-
stant problem, and Tristy says 

Tristy and Kevin Christensen of Ephraim
The fruit of their labor shows diversity and attention to detail

By Robert Stevens
rstevens@sanpetemessenger.com

Managing editor
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In the foreground, a water feature and statue adorn a planter 

bed full of both local and imported fl owers. In the background, 

the couple’s grape vines weave around a handmade wooden 

support system that lines the back fence.
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The front view of Tristy and Kevin Christensen’s property has a striking sloped landscaped with a 

lush, green lawn and a widely-varied mix of trees, fl owers and shrubs.
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The side yard to the west of the Christensens’ house continues the front yard’s varied theme, in-

corporating local and non-local plant growth in the planters that line the edges of the property.

“Life gets so busy, and 

we are all on our phones 

all the time. We like to 

have a place to gather 

and eat homemade 

ice cream and pull the 

chairs up and talk.”

—Tristy Christensen

“My mom is a great gar-

dener, and my grandfa-

ther had an orchard and 

raised fruit most of his 

life. He taught me how 

to prune fruit trees and 

how to take care of rasp-

berries and blackberries. 

His father did too. That 

was his livelihood.”

—Tristy Christensen,

who says she comes 

from a long line of 

green thumbs.

“I don’t mind hard work. 

I really enjoy being out 

in nature, and I wanted 

to have a little bit of it 

right close by. 

It’s peaceful.”

—Tristy Christensen,

For all their work, 

Tristy says it’s been 

worth it.

(See “Christensens” on B1)



 It just so happens that 
many life memories have in-
deed been made at the Niel-
son’s property, and not only 
their own. After transforming 
the property into the natural, 
rustic beauty, the scenic prop-
erty has become a place where 

many people have chosen to 
hold weddings.
  Surrounded by many acres 
of active farmland, the three-
acre main property consists of 
a farmhouse complemented by 
historical outbuildings, and 
green grasses, widely-varied 

botanical growth and an ev-
er-present canopy of giant 
trees scores of years old.
 Blaine spent his childhood 
years one mile north of Axtell 
in a small town the locals 
dubbed “Crowleyville.” He 
moved to Salt Lake with his 

mother at the age of 11 and 
graduated from Cottonwood 
High School. Claudia, who was 
born in Axtell, moved with her 
family to Gunnison when she 
was 7,7. She graduated from 
Gunnison Valley High.
 Because their fathers were 

in the trucking business to-
gether, the pair had known 
each other since childhood, 
and began dating in earnest, 
despite the distance, during 
high school. Claudia says on 
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Looking for great wood?

528-5001
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Contest judge and co-founder of the Snow Roots Gardening Club, Jason Gibbens, examines the 

Christensen’s selection of fruit trees. Tristy’s grandfather spent a big chunk of his life tending 

orchards, and she says he passed on a lot of knowledge about caring for fruit trees to her.

a soil test showed their soil was 
very alkaline—something they 
had to address by importing 
better soil and adding the 
right fertilizers. Despite those 
issues, the Christensens have 
achieved a yard that positively 
sparkles.
 They have suggestions for 
people who might be consid-

ering entering the contest next 
year.
 “Grow-boxes make it easy,” 
Kevin said. “My parents even 
used them when I was a kid. 
Weeds don’t seem to grow 
much in them, and they are 
easier to work in because 
they’re taller.”
 He also offered this advice, 
“It’s easier to keep up a yard 

if you’re doing it all the time, 
instead of letting it slack off. A 
little maintenance goes a long 
way.”
 Tristy added this sage ad-
vice, which Gibbens agreed 
with strongly: “I realize it’s 
frustrating to spend money 
on things you can’t see, but I 
think you need to start with 
good soil. If you don’t have 

(Continued from B1)
Christensens
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In the Christensen’s back yard, just past the walkway that leads through their orchard of fruit trees, 

is a gate, always left open, for easy access to their western neighbors, Tristy’s parents.

very good soil, it’s a good buy 
to bring in some good soil. It 
makes your water last longer, 
and you don’t need to fertilize 
as much.”
 The couple found a healthy 

alternative to pesticides by 
releasing thousands of helpful 
ladybugs into the property to 
help manage aphids and other 
bad bugs.
 For all their work, Tristy 

says it’s been worth it. “I 
don’t mind hard work. I real-
ly enjoy being out in nature, 
and I wanted to have a little 
bit of it right close by. It’s 
peaceful.”

Blaine and Claudia Nielson of Axtell
Making life memories: Transforming farm into family legacy

 AXTELL—Literally a liv-
ing legacy, the property that 
won 2nd place in the Mes-
senger’s Most Beautiful Yards 
contest is a secluded Gun-
nison Valley farm, nearly 30 
years in the making, where 
sprawling botanical landscap-
ing and rustic aesthetic meet 
in beautiful harmony.

 For those lucky enough 
to be invited to Blaine and 
Claudia Nielson’s Axtell farm, 
pulling in the long drive-
way—which is lined with 
long-standing, towering shade 
trees— elicits the sense of be-
ing on a southern plantation.
 Contest judge Jason Gib-
bens said, “As we approached 
the farm down its quaint 
country road, it was surround-
ed by huge trees. It looked like 
the kind of place where life 
memories are made.”

By Robert Stevens
rstevens@sanpetemessenger.com

Managing editor
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From high above the canopy of towering century-old shade trees, one can get a sense of the secluded tranquility of the Nielson farm.

“As we approached the 

farm down its quaint 

country road, it was 

surrounded by huge 

trees. It looked like the 

kind of place where life 

memories are made.”

—Contest judge 

Jason Gibbens

(See “Nielsons” on B3)

CONGRATULATIONS from Ephraim City!
Tristy and Kevin Christensen, Ephraim
1119 E 970 S

Dee and Jim Rosser, Ephraim
393 S 200 E

TAKE PRIDE IN EPHRAIM 
“The best way to fight blight and code violations in the city is by getting back  
  to our historic culture of pride.”     - Mayor Richard Squire 

The mayor and city council call on all Ephraim property owners to follow the  
example set by these winners and make your property a credit to the city. 
For more information, contact Bryan Kimball, Ephraim City Planner at 283-4631

Ephraim winners in the Sanpete Messenger Beautiful Yard Contest



B3Sanpete MessengerThursday, July 20, 2017

utah heritage 

credit union 

ad coming

Trees, gardens, flowers, 
landscaping ... 

We can help you!

283-8189, Ephraim

Beautiful Yard Contest winner 
Dee Rosser found the things 
she needed for her yard at 
Tractor Supply Co.

What you can’t find anyplace else, 
you WILL find at Tractor Supply Co.

Main St near 800 North in Ephraim

283-3550

Note: All three of our contest winners shopped extensively locally 
with our contest sponsors and other advertisers in this section.

(Continued from B2)
Nielsons
the night of her high school 
graduation, Blaine came and 
“rescued her,” taking her north 
with him to the Wasatch Front.
 “I never thought I would 
come back here,” she said, 
“but he always wanted to come 
back to the farm.”
 Blaine had been working 
in construction since finish-
ing high school, but an injury 
shortened that career abruptly. 
He began attending college, 
but the whole time he had 
doubts, and a yearning to re-
turn to his hometown. Claudia 
worked in public relations on 
the Wasatch Front, and she 
says city life began to wear on 
her too.
 She said, “One day I threw 

up my arms and said, ‘I’ve 
had it. Let’s move back to the 
farm.’”
 In 1982, the couple re-

turned to the Axtell area, 
living at first in Blaine’s grand-
parents’ home for a year. 
 The Nielson’s award-win-
ning property had been 
owned by his father’s cous-
in when Blaine was a child. 
In the 1970s, Blaine’s father 

purchased the property and 
turned it into a sprinkler farm.
 “I used to drive hay up here 
as a kid,” he said. 
 After a few years, Blaine’s 
father decided he was going to 
sell the property, and even had 
a buyer lined up for a sizeable 
sum of money for the time.
 “At the time it was only a 
farm,” Blaine said. “There was 
nothing here but old rundown 
houses.” When Blaine heard 
about the potential sale of 
the farm, he convinced his 
father to hold off, wanting to 
purchase it instead for himself 
and Claudia. In 1995, Blaine 
purchased half the farm, and 
a few years later he purchased 
the remaining portion.
 The property had several 
historical, albeit dilapidated, 
buildings on it. The main 
farmhouse—a stone structure 
that is said to have been the 
birthplace of the first infant 
boy after Utah was made a 
state—was the couple’s first 
consideration for their new 
home on the property (with 
sufficient renovation). 
 After a full structural in-
spection, the struture was 
declared a lost cause, so the 
Nielson’s decided to build 
anew. As a nod to the prop-
erty’s heritage, rock from the 
old home went toward creat-
ing a monument at the Axtell 
post office which would com-
memorate the history of the 
century-old building that once 
stood where their new home 
would.
 With the help of relatives, 
the couple chose a house de-
sign and built it from the 
ground up. Blaine, his brother 

“At the time it was only 

a farm. There was 

nothing here but old 

rundown houses.”

—Blaine Nielson

and his stepfather built the 
house in nine months. The 
family moved into the home 
in December 1998.
 After that, the Nielsons 
began creating a landscape to 
match their new-built dream 
home. The long-standing can-
opy of shade trees was already 
in place—a feature the cou-
ple was only too happy to 
keep. Claudia had grand plans 
for the remaining landscape, 
making sketches and plotting 
location for flowers, gardens, 
additional trees, features and 
leisure areas to surround their 
home.
 “There are beautiful gar-
dens with Holly Hocks burst-
ing out of the center, which 
transition into a playground 
area,” Gibbens said of the 
Nielson’s landscaping develop-
ment. “There were also many 
flower beds giving definition 
to the transitional areas.”
 Claudia wanted a nice 
place to enjoy a view of their 
hard work, so they built a 
pergola on the back porch, 
looking out onto a garden 
walkway that features aesthet-
ic highlights like a handmade 
wooden archway and rock 
well, and an antique water 
pump repurposed as a water 
feature in the garden.
 “The pergola and archway 
are covered with Virginia 
Creeper vines,” Gibbens said, 
“adding to several center piec-
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(Above): The Nielson’s front 

lawn, although not massive, is 

shaded and colorful. Like the 

rest of the property, flower 

beds are everywhere. (Right): 

The back porch area features 

a Virginia Creeper-covered 

pergola, a garden walkway and 

pioneer era highlights.
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Claudia and Blaine Nielson stand beneath a wooden archway covered in Virginia Creeper vines, 

which also propagate across a nearby pergola. The couple was the second-place winners in the 

2017 Most Beautiful Yards of Sanpete contest.

es with many flower beds 
aggrandized from the arch. 
Salvaged vintage rock was 
nicely used in many of the 
areas, creating a traditional 
pioneer garden.”
 One of the original historic 
buildings was left standing 
in the center of the property, 
adorned with antique farming 
implements. In front of it, an 
old wooden wagon with their 
family named burned on the 
side is used as an elevated grow 
box. 
 Whenever possible, the 
couple says they have tried 
to repurpose the stones and 
century-old wood from the 

original farm buildings to use 
in their garden and landscap-
ing. Even an old rusting Radio 
Flyer wagon, well-used by 
their children in days gone by, 
sits in a flowerbed only a few 
feet away from the very place 
where it finally broke down 
years ago, now repurposed as 
a planter box.
 The Nielson’s have spent 
years creating their “living 
legacy,” and they say they aren’t 
done yet. With their children 
grown, Claudia has plenty of 
time to tend her flowers and 
gardens which, with every 
day, grows right along with the 
property’s legacy.
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The Nielson’s farm property was once a collection of dilap-

idated but historic buildings. With the help of their family, 

the couple cleaned up and built their dream house from the 

bottom up in nine months. Since moving into the house, the 

landscape has been a constant work in progress, Claudia 

Nielson says.

Before ...

The Sanpete Messenger sup-
ports making every yard in 
every town beautiful. 

Congratulations to winners of 
our Beautiful Yard Contest and 
thanks to contest sponsors. 

Caring about YOUR town, 
caring about YOU 

SO BEAUTIFUL



 EPHRAIM—Two words 
describe the yard of Dee and Jim 
Rosser, third-place winners of the 
Sanpete Messenger’s “Most Beau-
tiful Yards of Sanpete” contest: 
Purpose and repurpose.
 Contest judge Jason Gibbens 
called the yard’s style, “a combi-
nation of traditional rustic retro, 
with modern and innovative.” 
Th e layout and landscaping of 
the Rosser’s property—down to 
the last detail— has meaning and 
a purpose to them.
 Th e couple has only lived in 
Sanpete since late 2015. Th ey had 
been living in Santaquin since 
2008 until falling oil and gas 
prices cost Jim his job, and the 
family had to make a move.

 “At the time, we either had to 
sell our home or lose it,” Jim said.
 Th e couple was able to sell 
the house, and they found a new 
home in Ephraim. When they 
purchased it, it wasn’t anything 
fancy, they say, just a house and 
a grass lawn.

 Th ey wasted no time trans-
forming the simple grass land-
scape into a space that met their 
needs and looked good.
 When one pulls up to the 
house, there are two dominant 
features that pop out right away. 
Th e fi rst is the custom semi-cir-
cular driveway that is inset into 
the property, giving the couple 
a parking space off  of the street 
that vehicles can pull directly into, 
and directly out of. Th e center of 
the driveway features a section of 
manicured fl owers, bushes and 
trees. 
 Th e second dominant feature 
is the tall and sturdy fence the 
couple built to keep their large 
dog, a Great Pyrenees, in the yard. 
It’s not your traditional fence. 
Jim used rough-cut lumber pur-
chased at Satterwhite Log Homes 

in Gunnison, and repurposed 
thick-wire cow paneling to create 
a result that is rustic and durable 
enough to keep their energetic 
dog inside, while still allowing a 
clear view of the yard’s landscap-
ing and features.
 “We love that it’s an open 
view,” Jim Rosser says. “We get 
people stopping to ask about it 
regularly. I think you might see 
a few more like it popping up 
around town soon.” 
 Inside the fence, some other 
unique and beautiful landscaping 
is present—including a grove of 
trees that Dee calls her “Mission-
ary Grove,” which is a tribute to 
their children. 
 “All of our children, and their 
spouses, who have ever served a 
[LDS] mission have a tree planted 
there,” Dee said.
 Th e couple said that when 

they had children leaving on a 
mission, it was diffi  cult to think 
of them being gone for so long.
 “I wanted something to help 
me remember them each day 
when I looked out the window,” 
Dee said. “I wanted something I 
could take care of and nourish. I 
wanted something to love while 
they were gone.”
 They took that idea and 
expanded it, planting a tree for 
each of their children who had 
served a mission in the past, and 
for the spouses of those children 
who had also served missions.
 “Every time I look out there 
it reminds me that the Heavenly 
Father is taking care of my daugh-
ters, too. He gives us so many 
beautiful things, and I wanted to 
be able to walk out there and feel 
his presence and theirs.”
 Th e grove is complemented 
by a water feature that transitions 
into a small creek running across 
a length of the yard. Jim repur-
posed the yard’s sprinkler system 
to feed the water feature so that 
it trickles off  in a miniature wa-
terfall, runs down the creek and 
back into a tank that recycles into 
the irrigation system.
 There is a combination of 
grass and xeriscaping covering 
much of the front yard, along 
with several larger trees and a 
pergola. Jim and Dee say they 
have been adding new features 
and highlights all month in 
preparation for their daughter’s 
upcoming wedding, which will 
take place in their yard.
 Along the back portion of the 
Rosser’s house, in an area most 
people would park bicycles and 
trash cans, is a caged garden with 
elevated grow boxes containing a 
variety of healthy looking vegeta-
bles and fruit.
 “Th e vegetable garden had 
good maturity and management 
in a unique, repurposed space,” 
said Gibbens.
 If you tried to count all the 
repurposed landscaping features 
on the property, you might fi nd 
yourself busy a while. Even an 
antique box-springs are mount-
ed on one wall, with the rusty 
springs formed into just the right 
shape for holding small planters. 
Details like this, and others, give 
the yard an at times whimsical 
aesthetic that complements the 
more traditional beauty of the 
flowers, trees and miniature 
creek.
 Jim says Dee is the inspiration 
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Dee and Jim Rosser, one of the winning 
couples in the Beautiful Yard Contest, 
transformed their yard in Ephraim 
into a garden oasis. 
Th at included planting 26 trees!
And they got many of their trees from 
EcoLife’s new wholesale landscape 
nursery on Main Street in Ephraim. 

For trees, shrub and 
perennials at attractive 
prices, visit us fi rst. 

And for all your landscape 
and pest control needs, 
trust EcoLife.
327 S. Main, Ephraim
283-6002  •  877-660-5296

Our NEW wholesale landscape nursery!Our NEW wholesale landscape nursery!

Dee and Jim Rosser of Ephraim
Rustic retro, yet with modern, innovative landscaping

“I get guys from the 

neighborhood coming 

over all the time. They tell 

me to ‘knock it off ; you’re 

making me look bad.”

—Jim Rosser
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Another example of the Ross-

er’s penchant for repurposing, 

this old set of mattress box-

springs was converted into a 

modular planter system, with 

the rusty springs shaped just 

so, allowing planters to sit in 

them nicely.
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Dee and Jim Rosser sit together beside their “missionary grove,” a group of aspen trees that are 

each planted to remind them of their children, and their spouses, who have gone on missions.
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The Rosser’s missionary grove 

is complemented by a water 

feature that transitions into a 

full-blown creek. Jim built the 

trickling creek himself, repur-

posing the yard’s irrigation 

system to feed the feature, and 

then cycle the water back into 

the system.

By Robert Stevens
rstevens@sanpetemessenger.com

Managing editor
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This dominant semi-circular inset driveway gives the Rossers a place to park off -street while also 

giving the front of their property a clean and unique look. The center of the driveway is landscaped, 

and the lines of the whole driveway draw the eye to the couple’s rustic fence and archway.

for the yard’s eye-catching looks, 
while he helps implement them.
 “I get guys from the neigh-
borhood coming over all the 
time,” Jim said. “Th ey tell me to 
‘knock it off ; you’re making me 
look bad.’”
 Jim grew up in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico, and graduated 
with an electrical engineering 
degree from New Mexico State 
University. He had a successful 
career in the oil and gas industry, 
and was a pioneer in geothermal 
technologies. He now runs a 
business selling equipment to oil 
and mining companies.
 Dee was born in Seattle. She 
stayed home to raise the couple’s 
six daughters and four sons. She 
ran a daycare in New Mexico for 
some time but now works as a 
hypnotherapist from their home 
in Ephraim.
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Handmade to keep their big dog in and smaller dogs out, the 

Rosser’s sturdy and attractive fence is made from rough-cut wood 

from Satterwhite Log Homes, and repurposed wire cow-paneling.

Garden + rocks = beautiful
Dee & Jim Rosser, Ephraim, 3rd Place winners

Once you have that beautiful yard, 

let us help you set up an automated 

sprinkler system.

469-1094, Mt. Pleasant


