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FIRST PRIZE - $500     SECOND PRIZE - $300    THIRD PRIZE - $200
(IN GIFT CARDS AND MERCHANDISE)

Impartial third-person judges will make personal visits to judge your yard in last week in June.

Judging based on:

 • Lawn or xeriscaping • Permanent growth (trees, bushes, shrubs)

 • Flower gardens • Vegetable gardens

 • Overall creativity • Overall tidiness

 • Landscaping features (ponds, fountains, decks, gazebos, walkways, etc.)

You will receive a score in each category. Your yard doesn’t have to have all of the elements listed above because your final 

score will be the combined total of your six highest categories.

Clip and mail to: Beautiful Yard Contest

 Sanpete Messenger

 35 S. Main, Manti UT 84642

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City/Zip_________________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________

Entry blank (below) must be submited by June 1, 2018. Judging will take place 
by appointment the final week of June. You or a representative must be present 
at time of judging.

ENTER OUR CONTEST!
The Sanpete Messenger is looking for the “Most Beau-

tiful Yards of Sanpete County.” Enter and get a chance 

to win yard-care and gardening-related gift cards and 

merchandise from our sponsors: Horseshoe Mountain 

Home Center, IFA, GIC and EcoLife.

2017 winners: Tristy, (son Luke) & Kevin Christensen of Ephraim
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Visit Us Online at cachevalleybank.com   

 
CACHE VALLEY 

BANK 

Cache Valley Bank is in the business to help you succeed.  Stop by and 
visit us today. We would love to be your financial partner. 

 
Ephraim Branch ● 2 North Main ● 435-283-4621 

Mt. Pleasant Branch ● 210 S State ● 435-462-2457 
Nephi Branch ● 185 North Main ● 435-623-0651 

Price Branch ● 82 W Main ● 435-637-1272 
Loa Branch ● 105 S Main ● 435-836-2394 
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 “Home” is a word that resonates 
with everyone everywhere. Whatever 
our life circumstances, we all seek to 
make a home for ourselves. 
 From Millennials starting out 
in apartments, town homes or fixer-uppers; to Generation 
X-ers, often with multiple generations living under one roof; 
to Baby Boomers moving into retirement; to what we call the 
Silent Generation who need modifications for accessibility, the 
“comforts” of home can be very different, depending on our needs 
and lifestyles.
 In this year’s Home and Garden magazine we highlight people 
in all stages and from all walks of life who are making their 
homes truly their own. From the Millennial adventurer who has 
created a home in his cargo van to the woman who has designed 
a new home for Silent Generation parents living with her, the 
subjects of our stories have found ways to create unique havens 
for themselves.
 In the gardening section of the magazine, we look at how 
farming and ranching, long part of the  Sanpete lifestyle, are 
changing as food production moves to a larger scale. One 
Fountain Green man, also a Utah legislator, is working to hold 
on Central Utah’s agricultural legacy for both his own children 
and all of ours.
 Others seek to share the bounty of their farms through the 
farmers markets that are cropping up all over, including here in 

A Lifestyle for your generation
Publisher’s / Editor’s message:

Publisher Editor

Sanpete County. 
 And who could possibly ignore 
the water situation this year? We 
talk to gardeners who have found 
ways to make their gardens produce 

even in drought and for years to come.
 All of those we talked to have one thing in common: A 
commitment to preserving the Sanpete way of living, which in 
the end provides a place to call home for every generation.
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Zions Bank is for you.

FOR A SIMPLE WAY TO TAKE YEARS OFF YOUR MORTGAGE

A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC    Equal Housing Lender NMLS# 467014
*Loans subject to credit approval; terms and conditions apply. See bank for details.

Apply for a Home Refinance Loan* today. 
Why pay for your home longer than you have to? A Zions Bank Home Refinance Loan 
could help take years off your mortgage — and lock you into a great low rate. Plus, it 

offers you the freedom to cash out part of your home’s equity to use any way you like. 

• Various fixed rate terms • Fast approval process • No closing costs

To learn more or apply, visit  
www.zionsbank.com/refinance 

or your nearest Zions Bank.
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 EPHRAIM—About three years ago, Kari 
Arnoldsen’s brother, Stefan, a contractor in Utah 
County, told her, “You’ve got to build a new 
house.” 
 He gave Arnoldsen, 57, who has taught math 
at Snow College for the past 27 years, three reasons 
for needing a new house.
 At the time, Arnoldsen owned a brick 
rambler on 200 West in Ephraim that had been 
built in 1948. “We can’t keep coming down to fix 
your current house,” her brother told her.
 Second, as the only single sibling among 
10 children, Arnoldsen was the child most 
likely to take care of her parents, who were in or 
approaching their 80s. 
 Finally, her brother suggested, as she puts it, 
“For your own old, crippled retirement, you need 
a house on a single level.”
 Fast forward to today, and Arnoldsen and her 
“Silent Generation” parents are living in a custom 
home, just under 4,000 square feet, built with ease 
of living and handicapped accessibility in mind. 

 The home was built by Ben Gordon of 
Gordon’s Custom Building. It is located in the 

Shingle Mill subdivision off Canyon Road at 
about 800 East. A few weeks ago, Arnoldsen 
held an open house to show off some of the 
accessibility features. 
     The so-called Silent Generation includes 
people born between 1925 and 1945 who, 
like Arnoldsen’s parents, grew up during the 
Depression and World War II, when most 
people weren’t as affluent as they are today. 
     Arnoldsen’s parents, Marilee and Larry 
Arnoldsen, were typical of their generation. 
They had traditional values, they worked 
hard to support their family (including 
building their own two-story house in Orem 
from mail-order house plans), and they 
didn’t complain. 
     Conscious of her parents’ needs and her 
own preferences, Arnoldsen took a floor 

plan Stefan had used for his house in Utah County 
and revised it. 
  She identified four types of spaces she wanted 
on her main level: A quiet area (now the library), a 
nice master suite for her parents, an open living area 
and kitchen, and a work area (including laundry 
facilities).
 Then she read up on handicapped accessible 
houses and worked many of the recommended 
features into her plan. 
 “I designed this house,” she says. “I’m the 
architect.” 
 Just before the 2016-17 school year, she sold 
her brick rambler on the west side of Ephraim, and 
moved in with her brother, Eric, and his family to 
wait for her new home to be built.
 Then in September, 2016, a month before her 
contractor started excavating, Marilee, now 80, had 
a serious fall at home in Orem. 
 

Building in comfort and accessibility
Silent generation couple
loving life in custom home
hugging Ephraim foothills

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

Marilee and Larry Arnoldsen are sitting at the dining table in front of fl oor-to-ceiling windows in their daughter, Kari’s, 
specially designed, handicapped-accessible home. 

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

Kari Arnoldsen, the home owner, in the library of her custom 
home. 

By Suzanne Dean

Continued on page 8
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460 South Main • Ephraim, UT • 435-283-4529

GET WITH THE PROGRAM
...have a GREENER lawn all year
IFA’s 4-Step Fertilizer Program

STEP1
• Prevents weeds
• Provides early spring green up
• Contains iron for dark green color
• Locally formulated
Reg. 45.99 (87407)

STEP2
• Locally formulated to kill dandelions  
 and other broadleaf weeds
• Promotes thick, dark green grass
• Contains iron for dark green color

STEP3
• Formulated for optimal performance 
 & water utilization in summer heat
• Slow release nitrogen
• Safe for summer application
• Contains three types of iron for dark 
 green color, plus manganese & zinc 
Reg. 37.99 (1951)

STEP4
• Builds strong roots
• Prepares lawn for winter
• Encourages healthy spring turf
• Contains three types of iron for
 dark green color
Reg. 35.99 (1911)

OR
IFA29
(1930)

IFA30
(786971)

FREE 25 lb. bag16-16-8 garden fertilizer 
or Killzall Pt. with purchase of 25/20 lb. bags. 
IFA31 (80258), IFA32 (46284). Up to 18.99 value.

     FREE
When you purchase IFA’s 4-Step Fertilizer
Program in the 50/40 lb. bags. Up to 32.99 value.

Choose
One

2999 Reg. 35.99 (1981)

2499
Reg. 29.99 (801481) 

IFA Grand Champion 
16-16-16 All Purpose 
Fertilizer 40 lb.

NEW IFA FERTILIZER

Contains: Azomite trace minerals, Omnicote Iron 
and slow release nitrogen for outstanding 

1099
IFA 
Lawn Weed 
Killer Qt.
Kills dandelions, 
clover, and over 200 
other broadleaf 
weeds, without 
harming the grass.
Reg. 13.99 (3645)

3499
Gallon Reg. 39.99 (27158)
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“She leaned over to pick something up and down 
she went,” Arnoldsen says.  
 Marilee chipped a bone in her shoulder and 
broke her femur in her leg. She had to have surgery 
and have a rod put in her leg.
 Four months later, Marilee was still recovering 
from the surgery. And the anesthesia she received, 
combined with the trauma from the fall, affected 
her cognitively. “She’s so weakened and slowed 
down,” Arnoldsen says. “It’s saddened us all.”
 Her father, Larry, a retired BYU professor, 
who will be 85 in July, had already had two knee 
replacements. 
 The family home in Orem had been built in 

the 1970s in the middle of an apple 
orchard. Wonderful as it was, there 
were stairs leading to every entrance, 
and the laundry room was in the 
basement.
 S u d d e n l y,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y 
Arnoldsen’s  parents  coming to 
live with her became an imminent 
necessity.  
 Based on her research, Arnoldsen 
worked a number of accessibility 
features into her house plan:
 • Steps: If it is necessary to have 
steps between the street and the front 
door, they need to be small steps. 
At Arnoldsen’s house, there is a step 
less than 1 foot high, then a span of 

flat sidewalk, then another 
small step, and so forth. To 
the side of the main walk 
are posts a person can hold 
as he or she navigates the 
walk.
 • Few or no hallways: The 
house should have few or no 
hallways so people with 
walkers or in wheelchairs 
don’t have to turn sharp 
corners to get into rooms. 
In Arnoldsen’s house, the 
entrance to her parents’ 
bedroom and bathroom is 
just beyond the front door. 
 When her mother first 
arrived, she looked at the 
master suite and said, “This 
is your bedroom, and we’ll be downstairs.”
 “No,” Arnoldsen told her. “This is your 
bedroom. There are no stairs.” 
 • Wide hallways and staircases: 
Any hallways or staircases that are 
required need to be wider than standard. 
Arnoldsen’s house does have a basement 
where she has a family room, three large 
bedrooms and a bathroom. Her own 
bedroom is in the basement. 
 While there should be limited need for 
her parents to go downstairs, she made 
the staircase 40 inches wide so two people 
could walk abreast down the stairs, one 
helping the other. The staircase is also 
wide enough that an electric stair climber 
could be installed if needed. 
 • Wide doorways: Doorways need to 

be wider than standard so a wheelchair can get 
through easily. All the doorways in Arnoldsen’s 
house are 36 inches wide. 
 • Bathroom: Of course, bathroom features 
need to be easy for a handicapped person to use. 
The bathroom adjoining the master bedroom has a 
higher-than-standard toilet, a “roll-in” shower with 
no step, and a built-in shower seat.
 Arnoldsen didn’t know if any local company 
would be capable of putting in the shower. “Call 
Clint Cox,” her contractor advised. “He’ll know how 
to do it.” Cox, owner of A-Service Pros of Ephraim, 
got the job done.
 Once when Marilee was away from the house 
for a few days, she told her daughter, “I can’t wait 
to get back to my bathroom.” 
 • Kitchen: The kitchen area needs to have a 

Continued 
from page 6

Continued on page 10

SUZANNE DEAN / MESSENGER PHOTO

There is an elevation change from the street to Arnoldsen’s front door. 
But by keeping steps small, providing spans of fl at sidewalk between 
steps, and having a post for support at each step, she makes the walk 
navigable.

SUZANNE DEAN / MESSENGER PHOTO

The master suite used by Arnoldsen’s parents, Marilee and Larry 
Arnoldsen, opens into the main room. With such an arrangement, 
there’s no need to go down a hallway and turn a corner with a walker 
or wheel chair.
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24 HOUR TOWING & AUTO LOCKOUTS
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

TIRES & EXHAUST
& OF COURSE, SPRING TUNEUPS!

Guaranteed 
Work!

204 North Main Street, Manti
835-4869

G
W

ed

48 W. Main, 
Mt. Pleasant

462-3333

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm

BRING THIS AD IN FOR 10% OFF, UP TO $500
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from page 8

wide enough aisle between drawers 
and cabinets, and the center island, 
for a wheelchair to pass through. 
 It can be difficult for elderly 
people to reach into cabinets that 
are above the counter or to stoop 
down to get into cabinets below it. In 
Arnoldsen’s house, there are drawers, 
no cabinets, below the countertop 
level. Most of the dishes are stored in 
fairly deep drawers. 
 And her large pantry is a walk-
in or roll-in area with no door or 
threshold.   
 •  L a u n d r y  r o o m :  F o r 
accessibility, the laundry room needs 
to be on the same level as the master 
bedroom, as it is in Arnoldsen’s home. 
She found her mom was no longer 
able to carry a laundry basket, so she 
got a laundry basket on wheels that 

SUZANNE DEAN / MESSENGER PHOTO

The Arnoldsen house has four areas on the main fl oor—a library, a master bedroom suite, a work room and this 
living area. The fl oor-to-ceiling windows offer views of foothills, mountains, sunsets and deer. 

her mother can pull from the bedroom to the 
laundry area. 
 • A pleasant view: Arnoldsen’s lot backs up 
against the foothills with the mountains not far 
beyond. She wanted to be able to enjoy the view, 
so she put floor-to-ceiling windows along the back 
wall of her main level. 
 Her father spends many hours sitting in a 
comfortable office chair at a dining table next 
to the window. “He loves watching the sunset, 
watching the deer,” she says. 
 • Garage: The garage needs to be on the same 
level as the main house so someone in a wheel 
chair or walker can get out to the car without 
steps. The access from Arnoldsen’s garage into 
her house is designed that way. 
 Arnoldsen’s house has one more unusual 
feature. Her contractor brother specializes in 
suspended, reinforced concrete slabs. Precast slabs 
about 8 feet wide and 75 feet long were brought 
in on a semi-truck trailer and set on top of some 

of her foundation walls.
 The slabs form her garage floor. And the 
construction method made it possible to excavate 
underneath her garage to create an 800-square-
foot apartment, which she rents out to help cover 
her mortgage. 
 Arnoldsen’s home was finished in mid-June 
2017. In early July, most of her brothers and sisters 
spent a weekend moving her parents down from 
Orem and moving Arnoldsen’s things into the 
house. 
 “This is my dream home that I can stay in,” 
Arnoldsen says. Designing it was “really fun,” she 
says. “And one advantage of being single is that 
I didn’t have to argue with anybody about the 
colors.”
 After nine months in Ephraim, her mother 
says, “I love the house.”
 And Arnoldsen says every month or so, her 
dad cries and says, “Thank you for letting us move 
down here.” 

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

The master suite where Arnoldsen’s elderly parents stay has 
a “roll-in” shower in the bathroom. There’s no step between 
the bathroom fl oor and shower stall. 
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A home for all seasons

By Chris Noonan Funnell

 
 EPHRAIM—Shane and Kim 
Jones, who are in their late 40s, typify 
Generation X: Their children have 
moved out and they are looking at a 
future that may include Kim’s parents 
living with them.
 The house they own and have 
lovingly remodeled over the past eight 
years reflects the future they anticipate.
 The small wood frame house on 
a flag lot on 100 South in Ephraim is 
hard to find. It’s easy to miss the long 
driveway leading to a large two-car 
garage and storage building with neatly 
stacked wood in the rear. The Joneses’ 
kids call it “the invisible house.”
 The house, originally built in 
the 1940s, did not always occupy the 
private spot bordering Snow College. 
Years ago, the house was moved to 
make room for the Activity Center. The 
previous owners, the Findlays, wanted 
to be near their close friends and chose 
the flag lot next door.
 In their remodel, the Joneses have 
changed every wall, opened up the floor 
plan and added larger windows to let 
more light in the house.
 The Joneses came to Sanpete 
County as Christian ministers focusing 
on Snow College. Shane is manager of 
the Solid Rock Café, where they can 
usually be found.
 They moved to Ephraim from 
Indiana with two school-aged children 
who are now grown and no longer 
living at home. Their son, who was 

Remodel refl ects 
anticipated future 
needs of Gen Xers

(above) Their children call Shane 
and Kim Jones’ home “the 
invisible house” because it is 
tucked away on a fl ag lot.

(left) Kim and Shane Jones’s 
home has an open fl oor plan, 
which helps accommodate their 
many guests.

Continued on page 14
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It’s Time to Enjoy Spring!
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Some things you really want to protect.

L-R) Carol Carver, 
Kiley Thompson, Ana B. Robledo

recently married, lives up north and 
their daughter lives in a dorm while in 
college. 
 But the Joneses are far from 
empty-nesters. They have a temporary 
guest, a bride-to-be, who is getting 
married in June. She is staying in the 
basement guest room, which has a 
beautiful stone fireplace.
 When you enter the front door, the 
kitchen, dining and living area have an 
open L-shaped floor plan. Kim loves to 
cook and entertain; the open kitchen 
area and island can serve a few—or 
dinners can be enjoyed at the dining 
table without the cook missing any 
conversation.
 On the main floor, there is a guest 
room with a trundle bed.   It is fre-
quently in use when the adult children 
come home or guests visit.
 A Jack-and-Jill bathroom with 
double sinks and a custom designed tile 
shower connects to the roomy master 
bedroom, which has a walk-in closet. 
The closet was originally a screened-in 
porch. There is work space for clothes, 
sports equipment and hobbies, includ-
ing Kim’s large array of essential oils.
 A large tree in the front yard 
gives shade and a sense of rootedness. 

There is plenty of room for gardens on 
the generous lot where tulip bulbs are 
pushing up colorful blooms. There is a 
rear deck, a work in progress, where the 
Joneses can drink coffee in the morning 
sun or enjoy a cool evening meal in the 
shade.
 Surprisingly there is more: A one-
bedroom apartment in the basement 
has a kitchen, bath, laundry and living 
room with a separate entrance where a 
newlywed, working couple lives.
 While the house is overflowing 
now, it may not always be so. The 
Joneses have thought ahead to a time 
where it may be just the two of them 
or when they may have grandchildren 
running around. Kim’s parents may 
come to live on the property in their 
golden years.
 This house has a story to tell and 
has been well thought out by the cur-
rent owners to serve a multi-genera-
tional scenario. The Joneses are making 
the most of the property, which was 
once owned by a family who grew older 
and sold the house after their parents 
passed away.
  It is evident that Shane and Kim 
have loved hosting many visitors who 
have come to see the area. They enjoy  
hiking, learning how to shoot, fellow-
ship, and the peace and quiet of life in 
a small town.

Continued 
from page 12

The Joneses are always up for more company with a ready guest room.

A welcoming living room draws the visitor into the home.
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1974           Celebrating 4  years!         201

Satterwhite Log Homes
911 E. Highway 89 N. Gunnison, Utah 84634

(435) 528-5001 
(888) 882-4645 toll free
www.satterwhiteloghomes.com

Thousands of American families have 
chosen Satterwhite Log Homes for their 
dream home. House logs manufactured in 
Gunnison, Utah have been used in homes 
built in virtually every U.]S. state, plus all 
around the world!

We have topsoil!
392 N. 200 E.
PO Box 370, Fairview 435-427-9299

 We have topsoil, sand, rock gravel and 
decorative rock. We have equipment for 
earth moving, boulders for rock walls 
    and  landscaping.
        We also install fountains, waterfalls, 
          and other decorative items.
            We also do excavation, septic 
              systems, road building, water 
                 and sewer lines.

Mr. Insurance / 
Mrs. Insurance

55 N. Main, Manti

835-8890
For all your 

insurance needs!
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Will this house ever be fi nished?

By Kacie Reece

 
 MANTI—In the middle of Manti, 
a baby boomer couple is breathing life 
back into a house dating back to the 
pre-Civil War era.
 Thirteen years ago, Don White 
and his wife, Loretta, who are in their 
mid 60s, bought an old house built in 
1858 with the intention of restoring and 
living in it.
 Don and Loretta had just been 
married and were looking for their first 
home when they visited the Sanpete 
Valley. He was a geologist from Arizona, 
she a school teacher from Canada.
 They discovered an old house 
rock that would be perfect to restore. 
The Whites bought the house because 
they liked its character and ambiance, 
including the high ceilings and general 
design.
 Manti felt like a good place for 
both of them, with the “abundance of 
federal lands, national parks and places 
to recreate,” and their desire to live in a 
small town, White said.
 They moved into the house and 
started restoration. Finding the work 
rewarding and never-ending, the 
Whites want to keep hammering away 
at the project during their retirement 
and until it is finished. Don recently 
retired, and Loretta has been retired for 
about 10 years now.
 For four years, they worked on 
the house outside of their own careers 
and personal lives. Their first job was 
updating heating, the electrical system 
and plumbing in order to make the 
house comfortable for their older years. 
Over time, they realized that living in 

the house was making the work much 
more complicated. After four years, in a 
stroke of luck, the couple was able to buy 
the house right next door and moved 
in to it in order to make the restoration 
work easier.
 The Whites spent some of their 
spare time fixing up the new house in 
order to accommodate their lives even 
as they worked on the old house. The 
new house was brought up to standard 
after a couple of years, and they are now 
focusing entirely on the older, original 
house since then.
 Don White calls the old house 
the “Parry Home,” because the Parry 

family lived in the house for the longest 
period of time, from 1907 to the 1950s, 
spanning three generations. The first 
Parry to live in the house was E. L. Parry, 
who helped build the Manti Temple.
 According to White, the house was 
originally built in a time of polygamy 
and was divided into two symmetrical 
halves, one for each wife, with two main 
floor rooms and two upstairs bedrooms, 
accessed by separate ladder-ways. The 
ladder-ways were later removed and a 
stairwell was added as the house was 
converted into a monogamous dwelling. 
 As the years went by, each time 
an addition was tacked onto the house, 

the walls became cheaper and thinner 
in comparison to the older walls, White 
said.
 While walking through the house, 
White pointed out doors converted to 
windows as well as a window converted 
to a door at the front of the house that 
now serves as the main entrance.
 On the second floor stands what 
White dubbed an angel door (because 
it goes nowhere) looking out from a 
future hobby room over the front porch. 
Currently, the door is blocked off since 
there is not yet a balcony on the outside 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY ALICIA NIELSON

Don White is slowly and lovingly restoring this house in Manti. 

Baby boomers using 
home restoration as 
retirement project 

Continued on page 18
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All the great coverage of State Farm with the 
friendly, down-home courtesy of Sanpete!

309 E. Main Street, Moroni
Phone (435) 436-8601

Danny Dyches

INSURANCE

For all your crushing needs ...

SEPTIC / BASEMENT / EXCAVATION / WATER / SEWER

SAND / GRAVEL

TOPSOIL / ROADBASE

462-3954 - 462-9415
95 W. Main, Mt. Pleasant

Hayden Caffey and Tami Brewer of Walmart Garden Center are willing to assist you with 
any spring yard or garden needs. They are qualified to answer any questions you may have 
regarding pesticides, how-to projects and know which plants will grow the best in your 
terrain.

Put a comfortable 
manufactured home on 
your property for far 
less than you'd expect.

Put a comfortable 
manufactured home on 
your property for far 
less than you'd expect.

See models just off I-15 in Springville or go to www.manufacturedhomesutah.com

When you need
a title search

done right!
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that the door can open onto. But White 
plans to add one later on.
 Beside the hobby room is a room 
that will become the master bedroom, 
along with a bathroom, where he has left 
a section of the back wall of the original 
house, including stone and mortar, 
exposed to keep the spirit of the original 
house alive.
 At the back door there used to be 
a mudroom, but White disassembled it, 
saying it was “shabbily done” and did 
not do the house justice.
 The restoration, which has moved 
along slowly but steadily, has been a 
labor of love for White.
 “One always aspires to be finishing 
it 10 years ago, or this year, but you 
know there’s an old Chinese saying that 
says, ‘Man who finish house, dead,’” he 
said. “You can take that for what it’s 
worth, and you might not ever want to 
finish, right?”

 The upper back room is accented 
with the original support beams. White 
said that when he and Loretta first 
discovered the beams, they were there 
under a couple layers of drop-down 
ceilings that were caked black from 
being carbonized by the wood burned 
in the fireplace.
 During the work of cleaning them 
up, White and Abe Barker, a friend from 
Manti who is helping with the project, 
were unable to see each other just a 
couple of feet away due to the thick 
clouds of black coming down from the 
beams.
 In the cellar, similar beams line 
the ceiling, but they’re different from 
the ones above in that the cellar beams 
still have the original bark from the trees 
they were cut from.
 The cellar ceiling drops low 
enough that White has to bend slightly 
in order to avoid bumping his head. The 
cellar sits right below the house. The 
cellar stairs have been redirected into 
the kitchen, which is painted in a 1970s 

bright canary yellow. 
 On one side of the back of the 
house is another addition, built by one 
of the Parry sons and his wife after 
World War II. After the original Sanpete 
County Courthouse was knocked 
down, the son was able to reuse the 
stones and even a window from the old 
courthouse.
 Behind the house, White has 
created a beautiful backyard and 
gardens around an old shed that he 

believes to be an old carriage shed. The 
architecture of the shed matches that of 
the upstairs bathroom, showing it was 
built around the same time as the main 
house.
 While the house has come a long 
way, it continues to have a long way 
to go before the Whites will be able to 
move in and enjoy their restored home.
 Thankfully, since his retirement, 
White has had more time so he hopes 
the restoration will speed up.

Continued 
from page 16

Don White shows an old mechanism he plans to use 
in one of the doors in the house he and his wife are  
restoring.Don White shows the storage space above the stairs leading down into the cellar of the house he is restoring. 
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By Robert Stevens

 MANTI—A young Manti couple has 
learned to love renovating houses while 
 they lived in them, with hard work being 
the catalyst on their journey of successfully 
flipping “fixer-uppers.”
 Millennials Ben and Holly Pipes, 
ages 36 and 32, are now living in a house 
in Manti Ben has wanted to own since he 
was a child. They’ve lived there for three 
years and are raising their five children 
there while they fix it up to their vision of 
its potential.
 Ben’s unicorn home was a destination 
the couple reached after a long and 
carefully plotted journey.
 When they married in 2005, they 
had just graduated from Snow College. 
Together, they moved to Logan while 
they both attended Utah State University 
(USU). Holly was earning her degree in 
social work and Ben was working towards 
a career as a dietician.

 They rented for a year before they 
had their first-born, Nathan, now 11, 
but the whole time they kept their 
eyes open for their first home.
 Ben and Holly found that home 
by bidding in a HUD auction. They 
bid the minimum bid, but they were 
outbid by two other parties.
  “I bawled when I found out,” said 
Holly.
  But the high bidder didn’t have 
his ducks in a row with financing, and 
the second higher bidder forgot to 
check a box on the auction form that 
indicated he wanted to be the backup 
buyer. So Ben and Holly scored their 
first home in Logan for the minimum 
bid of $65,000.
  The home was all of 1,100 square 
feet and a “real fixer upper,” they said.
  But fix it up they did. During 
the two years they lived in their first 
home, they renovated the entire thing, 
and when it came time to move, they 
were able to sell it for a significantly 
higher price than they had paid, 
thanks to the hard work they had put 
into it.
  By this time, the couple had had 

Living in (and loving) change
Manti couple raising 
family in ‘unicorn’ 
home under renovation

Continued on page 21
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Holly and Ben Pipes, and their children (L-R) Sawyer, Mason, Brynlee, Hudson and 
Nathan soak up the sun from the porch of their Manti home. Ben dreamed of owning 
this home as a child, although it fell into some disrepair as he grew older. The couple 
successfully worked their way through a series of “fi xer-uppers” until they were able 
to purchase  Ben’s childhood dream home in 2014, which they immediately began 
renovating to match their vision.

(Above) Ben Pipes’ childhood dream home as it was when they purchased it in 2014. 
(Right)The pipes’ home as it is now, after signifi cant renovation—a do-it-yourself pattern 
the family has repeated in each of their homes.  
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their first daughter, Brynlee, now 9, and 
Ben had switched his academic focus 
towards respiratory therapy. He was 
attending Weber State, so the family of 
four moved closer to Ben’s school.
 They rented for a year in Kaysville 
while Ben finished his time at Weber 
State. When he was done, they decided 
to move back to Sanpete County, where 
Ben got a job doing sleep studies at 
Gunnison Valley Hospital.

 About that time they found another 
“fixer-upper”—an historic Manti home 
built in the 1890s. Here they had their 
son Mason, now 7, and also copied the 
pattern of live-in renovation that had 
worked so well for them in Logan.
 The house was a challenge. At 
one point, they discovered a portion of 
the house had wooden boards sitting 
right on top of dirt, totally lacking a 
foundation. Not willing to rebuild from 
the ground up, Ben and Holly stuck a 
cement chute right through the living 
room window and successfully added 

a proper foundation with the house in 
place. The couple still own the historic 
house in Manti. 
 Meanwhile, Ben went back to 
school at the University of Utah, where 
he completed the physician’s assistant 
training program, and got a job at 
Sanpete Valley Hospital. For Ben to work 
on-call, the family had to move closer to 
his work.
 The pair narrowed in on another 
house in need of  “TLC” in Ephraim. 
They were able to get it for a good price, 
so they moved in and once again began 

renovating it to a state they could feel 
proud of. The house would not be their 
only labor of love while in Ephraim. It 
was there they had their son, Hudson, 
now 5.
 The whole time they were fixing 
up their home in Ephraim and living 
their lives as a family, Ben and Holly 
kept driving by a house on 500 North in 
Manti. The house was Ben’s “unicorn.” 
Over a three-year period, the couple 
repeatedly tried to buy the house, but 

Continued 
from page 20
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was blocked time and time again by 
bidding wars, inflated asking prices and 
other setbacks. But they didn’t give up.
 Finally, an opportunity arose to buy 
the house for a fair price. It took some 
doing, but Ben talked Holly into it. He 
was able to convince her of its potential. 
 At the time, the Pipes were renting 
out their Ephraim home and staying 
with Ben’s mother, Mary Pipes. With 
the new opportunity, they decided to sell 
the Ephraim home. The renters made an 
offer, which they accepted. They planned 
to parlay the cash into the new house.
 The night the sale of their Ephraim 
house was about to close, the garage 
caught fire. No one was hurt, and the sale 
still went through after their insurance 
paid for a new garage, but for a moment 
they saw their dream home slipping 
from their grasp.
 The patient couple made their goal 
happen in October 2014, moved in and 
immediately began fixing it up. They 
ran into problems: leaking pipes, leaking 
roof. They knocked down seven walls 
and put up five new walls.
 “We really had a vision of its true 
potential,” Ben said.
 Their new home was their biggest 
yet. With 2,800-square feet, five 
bedrooms and two bathrooms, it had 
lots of room for their children, including 
one more on the way.
 When Holly was six months 
pregnant with their son Sawyer, 
18-months old now, Ben, who was a petty 
officer first class in the Navy Reserve, got 
called into duty and deployed to Cuba as 
a linguist.
 The night before he left, Ben was 
finishing a renovation project on the 
house, because he didn’t want Holly to 
have to deal with the task being half done 
while he was gone.
 The nine-month deployment put 
a damper on their renovation process, 
and the couple says it was difficult being 
apart.
 “We did a lot of FaceTime to get 

through it,” Holly said.
 Upon returning to his family and 
his home, Ben started building a bond 
with Sawyer and got back to fixing up 
his childhood dream home.
 The couple, currently in the middle 
of designing a new kitchen, say they love 
their home. They don’t know if they will 
live there forever, but they say it would 
take a pretty perfect situation to get them 
to transplant out of it.
 For now, the family stays busy. 
After learning to love renovating a house 
to its true potential, they keep their and 
eyes open for a possible opportunity 
to buy a property to fix up, sell or even 
move in. 
 They go for walks around town, 
playing games with each other about 
how they would renovate the houses 
they see on their way. They try to 
challenge themselves, Holly said.
 “Once in a while you’ll see 
something from the 1970s,” she said. 
“Those are the challenging ones, to think 

of how you could improve them.”
 Ben and Holly have some advice for 
young couples looking to get into their 
first home.
 “We learned not to give up,” Holly 
said. “Don’t jump on the first house, 
have patience and don’t take it hard if 
you don’t win a bid. Learn to see the real 
potential beneath the surface. Go slow 
and have vision.”

 The couple says every once in a 
while, they have visions of buying some 
land and building a house from the 
ground up.
 “Who knows?” Ben said. “It can 
get old living in a construction zone 
sometimes, but it’s exciting to have the 
project and the new place. When and if 
we do it, it will be for ourselves, not for 
making money.”

Continued 
from page 21

120 N. Main, Manti
835-2241
Serving all Sanpete County
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Ben and Holly Pipes are shown here in the kitchen of their Manti home, which they are now remodeling. Three of their fi ve children 
(L-R) Brynlee, Nathan and Mason hang out with their parents in the construction zone.
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Never far from homeNever far from home

By Robert Stevens

 Some people are never far from home.
 That is especially true for Will Cruz, 26, who 
takes his home with him wherever he wants.
 Cruz’s lifestyle is a phenomenon becoming more 
common in this day and age: Young people who 
prefer collecting experiences instead of putting down 
roots by purchasing a traditional home.
 After moving to Sanpete from Louisiana with 
his family at the age of 16, Cruz attended North San-

pete High School. In years following graduation, he 
pursued a career as a workforce analyst—a job that 
allows him to work anywhere with Internet access.
 A photography enthusiast and passionate moun-
taineer, Cruz says he was drawn to a lifestyle where 
he could travel, climb mountains and experience ad-
venture instead of living in one place. Having rented 
for much of his adult life, Cruz decided he wanted a 
different sort of home.
 “Traditional homes are super pricey,” he said, 
“and if you buy one, you kind of get tied down to it.”

 So he purchased a 2007 Dodge Ram Promaster, 
a spacious, heavy-duty cargo van, with the intent to 
convert it to a home that could take him anywhere.
 Cruz did most of the conversion himself, with 
the exception of the electrical wiring. He said it was 
an expensive conversion, but if he ever decides to 
sell it, with his living conversions and amenities, he 
projects he would make a profit on his investment.
It has the necessary living accommodations that he 
needs to live, wherever he wants to live.
 Cruz, who stands over 6-feet tall, says his rolling 
home is just big enough to stand up in with no shoes 
on, but he has bumped his head a few times. He real-
izes that’s just part of being tall and doesn’t blame the 

Will Cruz, 26, a former North Sanpete High School student, relaxes in his home on wheels. Cruz converted a heavy-duty cargo van to a home with the full complement of 
amenities. He works as a workforce analyst via a cell phone data plan and spends his free time climbing mountains and pursuing other passions.

Former North Sanpete  student follows youth trend of 
collecting  experiences rather  than putt ing down roots

Continued on page 26
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423 S. 100 W., Salina - 529-7488
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ceiling height of his unique home.
 So where does Cruz go in his al-
ternative home-on-wheels? Anywhere 
there are mountains to climb. He is 
planning a trip along the West Coast 
very soon, and hopes to climb Mt. 
Shasta and Mt. Rainier along the way.
 On Saturday, April 14, he sum-
mited Mt. Whitney—the tallest moun-
tain in California, with an elevation of 
14,505 feet. He has also hiked to the 
base camp of Mt. Everest.
 “I like to take it by the seat of the 
pants most of the time,” he said. His 
work as an analyst allows him to put 
in 40-hours per week on the go by ac-

cessing the Internet over his unlimited 
data cell phone plan. 
 Besides climbing (rocks and ice) and 
photography, some of his hobbies and ac-
complishments are very interesting.
 Cruz snowboards and plays video 
games. He even claimed a world record 
for the highest elevation on-land video 
game play by taking his video game 
console to 18,500 feet to play the first-
person shooter game FarCry4.
 Cruz said some of his trips are solo, 
and others are with fellow mountaineers. 
Utah is his most common  home base.
 Although he loves to travel, 
when Cruz finishes paying off his 
home-away-with-home, he might buy 
a piece of property to park it on once 
in a while.

Continued 
from page 24

Millennial Will Cruz has chosen a converted home on wheels rather than purchasing 
a traditional home. This allows him to do things like climbing Mt. Whitney, the tallest 
mountain in California, while still putting in a 40-hour work week from the comfort of 
his rolling home.

Utah Landscaping Rock
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You, too, can recycle at the
Snow College Recycling Center

* a partnership with Ephraim City 

PLASTICS

1
PLASTICS

2
PAPER CARDBOARD METAL

Step 1
Come Monday - Friday, 7:00AM - 3:30PM

Step 2
Rinse out cans and plastic containers
and remove the caps. (Caps are not recyclable.)

Step 3
Separate your waste into five types: 

Step 4
Take your items to the Snow College Recycling Center at
259 East College Avenue (100 North) (next to the Facilities Building) 
Sort your own items. Recycling Center is self serve.

For information, call (435) 283-7232 

Facts About the Snow College Recycling Center:
• Snow College recycles! Student gather waste paper, plastic bottles, drink cans, etc. throughout campus for recycling. 
• Snow recycles approximately 30 tons of paper, over 50 tons of cardboard and 5.5 tons of plastic per year. 
• Sales of waste to recycling companies help support the recycling center, including paying part-time student employees.
• The college has bailers that compact both paper and plastic waste to save space for shipping.
• With the help of the community, we can save our landfill for the future!

Newspapers, magazines,
books, catalogs, junk mail,

Often colored containers,
with a ‘2’ inside their 
recycling symbol

Water bottles, soda bottles,
bottles with a ‘1’ inside
their recycling symbol

Corrugated boxes,
cereal and other
food boxes

Steel and aluminum
cans, anything metal
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By Linda Petersen

 
 MT. PLEASANT—For many 
people, farming isn’t about living off 
the land. It’s more about cherishing 
the Western lifestyle and passing 
those experiences onto children and 
grandchildren. So even when a farm 
cannot sustain a family, they hold on 
to it—or at least a part of it.
 That’s the case for Derrin and 
Heather Owens, who live in Fountain 

Green but also have a 15-acre cattle 
ranch on the north end of  Mt. 
Pleasant, along with 30 acres of 
pasture. 
 Nationally, the trend is called 
“hobby farming” but to the Owens, 
their farm is much more than a 
hobby: It’s a living connection to 
family members who have gone 
before.
 According to the 2012 U.S. 
Census of Agriculture, nearly 38 

percent of the nation’s farms are 
fewer than 50 acres. Of those, just 
under half have harvested cropland.
 B ot h  t he  O wens  are  f rom 
rural communities but neither has 
expected to provide for their family 
off their farm. Instead, they make 
their living as educators. Heather is a 
special ed. teacher while Derrin was, 
until recently, a school counselor. 
 A Utah legislator, he left North 
Sanpete Middle School in December 
shortly before this year’s session and 
will be pursuing other opportunities 
in education in the fall.
 The original Owens ranch was 
the dream of Derrin’s father, Seth, 

who moved from northern Arizona 
and bought a ranch in Ephraim 
in 1984. After an LDS mission, 
Derrin came home, took out a Young 
Farmer’s Loan and partnered with his 
father in the farm. But Seth’s health 
began to fail and within several years 
they had to sell the property.
 Seth bought a home and a small 
ranch in Fountain Green. After his 
father passed away in 2000, Derrin 
bought his mother’s share of the land.
Raising children, not cows
 On that land, the family has 20 
cows, four horses and a mule. An 

Keeping the lifestyle alive

For Fountain Green couple, hobby farm 
is living connection to western heritage

Cherishing the past is important to Derrin Owens, pictured here with his mule Mollie and a mountain man cabin he has restored.

Continued on page 30
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Leavitt Insurance Agency of Central Utah has 
been in Ephraim since 1989, and is staffed 
with highly qualified agents who provide 
superior service, honest advice, and com-
plete protection at competetive prices, with 
knowledge and integrity. Insurance is a 
people business.

Relationships of trust, knowledge and a 
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to our mutual success.

Sales, Installation, Service

Serving Central Utah since 1977

436-9316
851-4872

Updating your garage door is one of the 
best ways to improve your home.  Give us a 
call and we can help you find the perfect 
garage door for you! 

We service and repair all make and models 
of garage doors and openers.

Risk Managers, LLC
RICHARD BARTHOLOMEW, AGENT

MARK BARTHOLOMEW, AGENT

NATHAN JOHNSON, AGENT
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alfalfa crop helps supplement the 
cattle feed.  It’s a lot of work, but 
Derrin Owens does it for his four 
children.
 “That’s why we have it,” he said 
of the farm. “They all had to help take 
care of the animals. That’s the biggest 
blessing—they all learned how to 
work.”
 His goal is for the cattle to 
pay for themselves and to keep the 
horses. Since the operation is a 
break-even proposition, Owens said 
it can be a real challenge if he has 
to upgrade equipment or buy a new 
tractor.
 Over the years when he got 
stressed about the ranch, Heather 
reminded him they were not raising 
cows; they were raising kids, he said.
 Now, his oldest son, Seth, has a 
son of his own, Graham Seth II.. The 
little family lives in a town home in 
Pleasant Grove, but the ranch is little 
Seth’s favorite place in the world.
 “He comes here and he can just 
run free,” Owens said.
 The biggest family event of 
the year is branding day, held every 
spring.
 Out of the hundreds of the 
original Seth’s grandchildren, Owens 
said he is the one who has and still 
uses the family brand. 
 All of the Owens children come 
home to help. They set up some shade 
and even bring Pearl, Owens’ mother 
who now lives in assisted living, out 
to be a part of the day. Afterwards, 
they all enjoy a family picnic.
 “It’s a one-day celebration of 
having our little ranch,” Owens said.
 The family used to have a bigger 
herd, but they had to sell half of it 
when Owens became a legislator in 
2015 and had less time to devote to 
the farm.
 Utah has a part-time legislature 
with a 75-day intense schedule so 
rural representatives like Owens 

usually have to live in Salt Lake 
during the session and only make it 
home on weekends—if they’re lucky.
 T h i s  ye ar,  D ar r i n  O we ns’ 
youngest son Josh, 15, handled most 
of the calving himself with a little 
help from his older brother Dilan, 
20, who is studying law enforcement 
at Snow College. Josh would send 
his dad a text every time a new calf 
was born. Owens said Josh loves the 
farm and that his life’s ambition is to 

continue the ranching lifestyle.
 The Owens’ three oldest children 
now live away from the community 
they grew up in. It’s not by choice 
so much as a need to go where 
there is work, Owens said. In rural 
communities, that’s the complaint. 
Often the biggest export is their kids.
 “There’s nothing here for them 
to sustain a living,” he said, adding 
that all of them would want to live 
somewhere rural if they had that 

option.
 “It has been such a blessing 
to  raise  our  kids  in  this  l i t t le 
community,” he said. “Sometimes 
we take for granted this little farm 
and how blessed we are to live like 
this.”
 O w e n s  s a i d  m u c h  o f  h i s 
motivation for being a legislator is 
to preserve this way of life for future 
generations. He is willing to do 
anything he can do to hold onto that 
way of life for future generations.
 A s  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  f a r m ? 
“Hopefully, we can carry on the 
farm for future generations so the 
grandkids can come to grandma’s and 
grandpa’s and take pack trips into the 
back country,” Owens said.
 R i g ht  n ow,  Jo s h — an d  h i s 
siblings when they come home—can 
jump on a horse and ride out into the 
back country straight from home.
 Owens hopes at least some of his 
children will want to keep the farm 
and treasure it for their family. Doing 
so will help them connect with their 
ancestors on both sides of the family, 
he said.
 At home, Owens surrounds 
himself with items that speak to a 
connection to the past. He has even 
restored an old mountain man cabin 
on his property. Every piece of old 
equipment has a story to tell, he said.
 As much as the land, what holds 
Owens’ heart is the people who live 
around the ranch. 
 “We’re all family here,” he said. 
“If we could handpick it, we wouldn’t 
choose anywhere else in the world to 
raise our family.”
 Still, he worries about the future.
 “My biggest worry is the price 
of land,” he said. “I’m afraid the next 
generation won’t be able to afford this 
lifestyle.”
 Owens has been approached 
by developers and has even been 
tempted to sell, but  he wants to hold 
onto the ranch as long as he possibly 
can.

Continued 
from page 28

The wide open spaces beyond their fence line call to the Owens family.

Derrin Owens says his farm is about raising kids, not cows.
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Spring tune-ups & repairs!

EXPRESS AUTO, 180 W. Main, Mt. Pleasant
 435-462-2605

MAIN AUTO, 95 N. Main, Manti
 435-835-2521

GIC, 51. W 200 N., Gunnison
 435-528-7271

SPRING ALONG WITH

51 W. 200 N.
GUNNISON

528-7271
©2018 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affi liates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers valid in U.S.A. only from March 1, 2018 to April 30, 2018. The terms and conditions may vary depending 

on your state and these offers are subject to termination or change at any time without notice. See an authorized BRP dealer for details. † REBATE UP TO $2,000 ON SELECT 2018 MODELS: Eligible units are select new and unused 2018 Can-Am ATVs and Can-Am side-by-side vehicles. The buyer 

of an eligible 2018 model will receive up to $2,000 rebate. Rebate amount depends on the model purchased. While quantities last. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue or change specifi cations, prices, designs, features, models or equipment without incurring obligation. CAN-AM 

OFF-ROAD VEHICLE: Some models depicted may include optional equipment. BRP highly recommends that all ATV drivers take a training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Never carry 

passengers on any ATV not specifi cally designed by the manufacturer for such use. All adult model Can-Am ATVs are Category G ATVs (General Use Models) intended for recreational and/or utility use by an operator age 16 or older. For side-by-side vehicles (SxS): Read the BRP side-by-side Operator’s 

Guide and watch the Safety DVD before driving. Fasten lateral net and seat belt at all times. Operator must be at least 16 years old. Passenger must be at least 12 years old and able to hold handgrips and plant feet while seated against the backrest. ATVs and SxS are for off-road use only; never 

ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety reason, the operator and passenger must wear a helmet, eye protection and other protective clothing. Always remember that riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful 

on diffi cult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely.

FIRST WE RAISED THE BAR. 
NOW WE’RE LOWERING THE PRICE.

51 W 200 N
51 W. 200 N., Gunnison - 528-7271
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By Jackson Pemberton

 It is not news that Sanpete County 
is suffering a very bad water year, along 
with the rest of the state. In Sanpete, the 
snow depth is less than half of normal, 
and normal is not all that good. 
 According to the U.S. National 
Resources Conservation Service, that 
measure the water content of snow in the 
county show a looming water shortage. 
Unless we get an unusual amount of 
precipitation in the next several weeks, 
gardeners and farmers alike will be hard 
pressed to water their ground.
 “We peaked just before the end of 
March, and now we are at half of our 
normal water year, and it doesn’t look 
good,” Lynn Anderson, president of 
the Cottonwood Gooseberry Irrigation 
Company, said in mid-April.
 The Cottonwood Gooseberry 
system supplies the Fairview area with 
secondary water. 
 “We are having a very bad year, 
and you can just plan on severe water 
rationing by fall,” said Matt Palmer, 
county extension agent, in an April 10 
presentation in the Rock Church in 
Fairview. “When that happens, let your 
lawns go and just water your trees. You 
lawn will recover, but it takes a long time 
to grow a tree.” 
 Palmer went into detail in regard 
to Sanpete water, including talking 
about calcium salts. “Those salts tend 
to tie up the water so that the roots of 
plants have difficulty getting the water 

they need,” he said. 
 He encouraged gardeners to avail 
themselves of the many online resources 
and information provided by USU 
extension. For example, different crops 
require different amounts of water. It 
takes 15 gallons of water to produce a 
pound of potatoes and 26 gallons for one 
pound of tomatoes, while a pound of dry 
alfalfa hay uses 70 gallons 
 The effects of our high elevation 
and dry air are also a concern, according 
to Palmer. “You have all seen trees that 
looked great all summer and fall, and 
then in the spring they are dead,” he 
said. “The strong dry winter winds take 
their toll; trees need some protection; 
downwind of a building is one way, or 
fences to break up the flow of air.”

Water conservation                   
in raised beds

 John and Shauna Stevens of Spring 
City save a lot of water by combining 
several techniques. They use an extensive 
drip system, raised beds, soil with high 
humus content, and a dense planting 
scheme (which shades the ground and 
reduces evaporation). 
 John Stevens explained that the 
composition of the soil has a great 
effect on the amount of water needed 
for irrigation. High-humus soils retain 
moisture better, thus reducing both 
percolation and evaporation losses. 
 He said the soil in his raised beds 
is composed of about 50 percent washed 
sand, 25 percent wood shavings (not 
chips), 25 percent Nutri-Mulch® or a 
good compost and some vermiculite 
(which helps hold water in the soil). 
 Each year, the Sevens till in green 
compost from local suppliers, and as the 
plants grow, they supplement fertilization 

Keeping it 
green

SOURCE: U.S. NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

Map of the greater Sanpete area showing snow measuring stations with the percentages 
of water this year compared to normal levels. The orange circle at the top is the 
Mammoth-Cottonwood station in Fairview Canyon; detailed measurements are shown 
in the accompanying graph below. (below) Water at the Mammoth-Cottonwood 
snow station northeast of Fairview. The green trace is for 2018, the red one 
for 2017, the dark blue one is the average for 1981 through 2010. 
 

Watering tips to keep 
lawns and gardens 
healthy while conserving
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SERVING ALL OF SANPETE COUNTY!

accuratemobilemix@gmail.com

ACCURATE MOBILE 
MIX CONCRETE

385 N. Main, Centerfield  528-3679
 

• Locally Grown Bedding Plants
• Bring in your Pots to be Refilled
• Zone-Hardy Trees & Shrubs

Ron & Julie, 32 years in business and still Growing!
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needs with a half cup or so of 18-18-18 
fertilizer in each bed two or three times 
a month.
 They have eight 3-foot by 12-
foot raised beds. Each has its own drip 
system with flow rates controlled by a 
valve. The drip system for each raised 
bed is composed of a main header 
with one-quarter inch diameter drip 
lines containing emitters and reaching 
the length of the beds, as illustrated in 
the accompanying photograph.  “ W e 
only need to irrigate 10 to 15 minutes a 
day when the garden is in full growth,” 
Stevens said.
 The Stevens keep a few Bantam 
chickens around the outside of their 
fenced garden to reduce the insect 
population. 
 “Bantam chickens don’t scratch as 
deep as the larger chickens,” John Stevens 
said. “The larger chicken breeds can be 

very destructive to gardens. They scratch 
too deep and aggressively, which can kill 
the plants.”

Drip systems for row                      
and vine crops

 Bob World, of Mt. Pleasant, also 
uses a drip system to water his vegetable 
garden. His system uses white PVC 
pipe laid out in his garden similar to 
the Stevens pattern. The pipes are hand 
drilled at various intervals, depending on 
the flow rate desired. Row crops use wide 
spacing, such as a hole each foot, while 
vine crops like squash use three holes 
every 6 inches. (See photograph.)
 With the low water pressure in the 
Mt. Pleasant irrigation system, World 
said he doesn’t  need to use any cement 
to connect his pipes and fittings. That fact 
makes his system more flexible.
 “If I need to change something, I can 
just pull it apart and put it back any way 
I need it. The other thing I like [about 
drip systems] is I can water just one row 
if that’s all that is dry,” he said.

Continued 
from page 32

JACKSON PEMBERTON

(above) One of the raised beds owned by John Stevens of Spring City. Photo shows 
the fl ow control valve, the header and the lateral drip lines.

(below) These are three-quarter-inch PVC pipes, drilled with various patterns of emitters 
so as to deliver the appropriate amount of water for the nearby crop. The holes are 
33 seconds in diameter.

2-passenger
Wildcat XX

• 18 Inches of Front and Rear Travel • 2WD/4WD with 4WD Lock
• Unequal Length Front A-Arms • 14-Inch Ground Clearance
• Rear Trailing Arm    • Largest-In-Class Cab
• Premium FOX 2.5 PODIUM QS3 Shocks with Bottom-Out Control
• 125HP with a 998cc Naturally Aspirated EFI Engine

340 N. Milburn Rd.
Fairview
427-3338
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By Emily Staley

 Regardless of age, people are 
drawn to farmers markets. For the Si-
lent Generation, many of whom grew 
up on farms and ate farm-fresh produce 
every day in season, it’s a chance to re-
capture the fresh taste they remember. 
Other generations are drawn to the 
abundance of healthy food, much of it 
grown organically. Even the millennials 
want a taste of what their grandparents 
enjoyed.
 This has led to a resurgence of 
farmers markets around the country, 
including in Sanpete County. 
 According to USDA, there was a 
76 percent increase in the number of 
farmers markets from 2008 to 2014. 
In 2014, there were more than 8,000 
phone directory listings for farmers 
markets.
 Why were farmers markets forgot-
ten about for a little while? 
 “It could be that there wasn’t 
enough organization, and people just 
simply stopped running them,” said 
Hunter Palmer, who will be managing 
Manti’s farmers market this year. 
 Regardless, there definitely has 
been a rise in the popularity of farmers 
markets. In fact, some people are call-
ing it “the farmers market boom.”
 The trend has made its way to 
Sanpete County, where there are at least 
three farmers markets are planned for 
this summer
 “I think people want something 
out of the ordinary; they want some-
thing fresh or organic,” said Charlet 
Pemberton, manager of Fairview’s 
upcoming market. “We are used to the 
big-box stores and the bubble wrap, 
and we want something fresh out of the 

Making a comeback
Farmers markets gain popularity across nation for variety of reasons

More and more people are being drawn to farmers markets for fresh produce, where vendors also often offer fresh herbs like dill 
(below right). Hunter Palmer (below left) is organizing a farmers market in Manti this summer.

Continued on page 37
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garden.”
 There has been a rise in popularity 
of organic food, as people realize what 
is in conventional food. Convention-
ally grown produce has pesticides, 

preservatives, chemical fertilizers and 
herbicides, and growing practices often 
aren’t very good for the environment.
Organic food is grown and fertilized 
naturally. Naturally grown food is what 
you find at  farmers markets.
 Not only do people want fresh 
organic food, Pemberton said, they are 

looking for the sense of community 
that farmers markets provide. 
 “It gets people out to visit and 
mingle with their friends and neigh-
bors,” she explained.
 “They get to see friends and fam-
ily. They get to enjoy other people’s 
talents, whether those be growing 

vegetables or baking bread,” Palmer 
said. “Farmers markets bring a sort of 
nostalgia, and people seem to enjoy that 
feeling.”
 Millennials have been labeled as 
the “nostalgia generation.” They like 
to stroll down memory lane, and older 
generations don’t seem to mind. 
 What makes a farmers market 
successful? 
 “There needs to be enough ven-
dors to pull people in and make it 
interesting,” Pemberton said.
 Farmers markets carry other 
products besides garden produce rang-
ing from home-baked pies to crafts to 
lotions to artists selling their artwork. 
Markets often have music playing, even 
live music, which adds to their ambi-
ance.
 In Fairview’s market this year, 
young vendors under 12 can have a free 
space to sell  crafts and garden produce, 
making it possible for even the kids to 
be involved in the community.
 This is the first year for Pemberton 
as the manager of Fairview’s market. 
She started the chocolate festival, and 
just completed her fourth season of 
managing it.
 “I felt like by using that core of 
vendors that I knew about from the 
chocolate festival, I could reach out and 
pull some of them in to start a farmer’s 
market,” she said. Twenty spaces are 
available, she said, and people are sign-
ing up.  
 What kind of unusual things will 
the Fairview market have? 
 There’s “an elderly lady who will 
teach lace making, and we have another 
gentleman who will sell barbeque uten-
sils with elk antler handles,” Pemberton 
said.
 The Fairview market will be held 
at the Fairview City Park beginning 
June 16. It will be open every Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. until Oct. 27.
 While the Fairview market is just 
starting up, the Beck Family Farms 
market in Centerfield has been run 
by the Beck family since about 1980. 
The market offers a wide variety of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, fresh-baked 

SecurityNational Mortgage Company

Turning Houses 
into Homes ™

497 S. Main Street
Ephraim, UT 84627
Branch NMLS #971470

435.283.3000

SecurityNational Mortgage Company complies with Section 8 of RESPA and does not offer marketing services in exchange for referrals or the expectation of referrals. This is not a 
commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower and property qualifications. This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower and property qualifications. 
Contact loan officer listed for an accurate, personalized quote. Interest rates and program guidelines are subject to change without notice.  Company NMLS# 3116  |  SNMC118MISC1062
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YOUR SANPETE COOPERATIVE LANDFILL: 

One of the best deals in the state!
Sanpete County residents pay $4 per household per month 
for the Chester and White Hills landfills.  But consider:

No dumping fees for residents 
(one of the few landfills in Utah accepting household waste for FREE!)

Our Sanpete landfill accepts 4 auto tires per household per year 
for FREE.  (No other landfill in Utah does that.)

Your Sanpete Cooperative Landfill Association, led by a county 
commissioner and mayors from all towns in the county, cooperates 
with your local community cleanup. The landfill accepts waste from 
city spring cleanups at NO COST to the cities. 

White Hills Landfill 
Accepts all types of 
non-hazardous waste

Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Winter months: 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (or dusk) 

Chester Landfill 
Construction and 

demolition debris only

Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
(April 1 to Nov. 1)

Winter months: 
Wed., Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Or by appointment

It’s the law!

Questions?  Call landfill operator Larry Hansen, 469-1105

Dedicated to beautiful communities and a clean, safe environment in Sanpete County. 

To Chester

Chester
Landfill

White Hills
Landfill

To Ephraim

To
Spring
City

To
Spring
City

To Mt. Pleasant

To Levan
Christianburg

To Sterling

To Salina

Gunnison
City

Mayfield
Town

132

117

137

137

137

bread, honey, jam and many other 
things.
 “Our big thing is pumpkins and 
winter squash that we sell at the end of 
September all through October,” Lori 
Beck said. “I have about 180 varieties 
of pumpkins and winter squash.”

 The market will be held at the 
Beck Family Farms in Centerfield and 
will start mid-August and run through 
the first week in November. The mar-
ket is open from sun-up to sundown, 
Monday through Saturday.
 Another first-year market will be 
starting up in Manti this season.
 The Manti market is being man-
aged by Hunter Palmer, who has oper-

ated a market in Sterling market for 
the past three years. Manti hasn’t had 
a market in six years, but Palmer has 
decided to change that.
 Manti’s market will begin Aug. 11 
or 18 and will run for five weeks. It will 
be open Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon 
and will be held behind the Historic 
Old City Hall.
 The success of a farmers market 

depends on three things, Palmer said. 
“It comes down to organization, the 
desire of the vendors to share their 
products and talents, and the people 
who desire to enjoy those products.”
 Those three things are the factors 
in the ‘farmers market boom,’ as 
people are excited to share and enjoy 
each other’s talents, and are willing to 
organize markets to do so.

Continued 
from page 37
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For all your farm and ranch needs

Formerly Moroni Feed & Hardware 

436-8225
15 E. 1900 South 

Feed Mill Road (Moroni)

1912 N. Hwy 89, 
Mt. Pleasant

462-3228

FOR ALL
YOUR 

CONCRETE
NEEDS
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427-3331 or toll-free 1-800-427-8449 
www.centracom.com/morespeed

As our lives are becoming more and more 
connected, we rely more than ever on having 
access to a fast Internet connection wherever 
we are. Yet, when it comes to home Wi-Fi, the 
experience can be frustrating if you live in a home 
where Wi-Fi dead spots are common, restricting 
you to work or enjoy entertainment to the rooms 
with a strong signal.

CentraCom now offers a new mesh Wi-Fi router 
we are calling CentraWiFi to eliminate dead spots 
in your home. CentraWiFi service includes a cable 

modem, AmpliFi™ router and two mesh extenders 
giving a strong signal throughout your home. Get 
this new service for a single affordable monthly fee 
so you don’t have to come up with the large initial 
cost.

Setup is simple with an easy-to-use mobile app. 
You can monitor connected devices, create a 
guest network for visitors, or set up schedules 
when devices (such as your childrens’ devices) are 
connected.

Get up to 100Mbps* Wi-Fi throughout your home

Connected at light speed
Upgrade today

Whole-Home  
Mesh Wi-Fi System

$3595 $5595
10 Mbps Internet 20 Mbps Internet

/month /month

* Actual speeds may vary for reasons such as network requirements, customer location, Internet congestion and customer equipment.


