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Documents reveal details in Coltharp kidnap case
By James Tilson
james@sanpetemessenger.com

Staff writer

MANTI—The defendants
in the Coltharp kidnapping
case allowed their doomsday
beliefs to provide the rationale for hiding and abusing
their children, according to
investigative information that
has come out since the sensational recovery of the Coltharp
children from Iron County in
December.
John Alvin Coltharp and
Samuel Shaffer became the
leaders of a fundamentalist
religion they called Knights of
the Crystal Blade.

While the two men
and their followers
prepared for the
Muslim invasion of
the United States,
they also preached
child marriage.
According to charges filed
against them, as part of the
practices of that church, they
married and sexually abused
each other’s daughters. They
have also been charged with
obstruction of justice for trying
to hide what was going on from
authorities.
Probable-cause statements
and other document filed in
the criminal cases shed light
on their state of mind and
activities in the months prior
to their arrests and prior to
an Amber alert being issued

seeking the public’s help to find
the children.
Coltharp was the leader
of the church and Shaffer the
self-proclaimed “prophet.” The
church was founded on hyper-fundamentalist principles
that descended into conspiracy
theories and doomsday prophecies. While the two men and
their followers prepared for the
Muslim invasion of the United
States, they also preached child
marriage.
Their church came to
widespread attention when
Coltharp and Shaffer began to
practice their beliefs.
The first indication that
something was amiss came
when Coltharp’s recently separated wife, Micah, called the
Spring City police to check on
her children on Sept. 16, 2017.
She told authorities she had
left the home in Spring City
where she and Coltharp lived
in mid-August because of differences with Coltharp. Micah
said she had left the children
in his care, due to Coltharp’s
intimidation and threats.
When the police checked
the marital residence, it was
vacant. Witnesses told the police the occupants had vacated
the residence during the night
of Sept. 14. Police checked with
a U-Haul rental outlet and
learned Coltharp had rented a
U-Haul and taken it to Cedar
City.
John’s sister, who allowed
the police into the residence,
described John as heavily
armed and said he had threatened to kill his children if
anyone were to try to take them
from him.
Micah then filed for divorce

and began pursuing custody of
the couple’s four children. On
Nov. 27, the 4th District Court
entered a decree of divorce,
which awarded Micah sole
custody of the children.

The children were
returned to their
mother, Micah,
on Dec. 4. She no
longer lives in Utah
and is trying to
help the children
heal from their
trauma.
Along with the decree, the
court issued an Order for Writ
of Assistance directing law
enforcement officers to take
custody of the children and
protect them until they could
be re-united with their mother.
On Dec. 1, the Spring City
police received information
of suspicious activity at the
former family residence. When
Chief Clarke Christensen responded at approximately 10
p.m., he found John Coltharp
outside the residence.
Up on quest ioning ,
Coltharp was very evasive
about the whereabouts of his
children and would not allow
entry into the house, although
he did state that his “partner”
Sam was inside. Christensen
took Coltharp into custody on
suspicion of kidnapping and
custodial interference.
According to police and
court documents, police later

learned that the children being
sought were with Coltharp
and Shaffer at the Spring City
house. While Coltharp was
being questioned, Shaffer hid
the children in the cab of an
antique truck parked a block
and a half away. They were left
there in freezing temperatures
while Shaffer went back to the
residence.
Later that night, Shaffer
went back to the truck, picked
up the Coltharp children, and
went to his father’s home in
Nephi before eventually going
to Iron County.
The day of Coltharp’s arrest,
the Iron County Sheriff ’s Office
received a copy of the writ of
assistance for the Coltharp
children. On Dec. 3, deputies
located a vehicle registered to
the parents of John Coltharp,
Keith and Catherine, in a
remote part of Iron County,
approximately 1 mile west of
Lund.
On Dec. 4, the parents
were located at a makeshift
residence constructed from
storage containers. Two children, both boys, were found
with them and taken into
custody.
Authorities started to conclude that two of Coltharp’s
female children, along with
two of Shaffer’s own female
children, were with Shafer.
The police began an extensive
ground and air search looking
for Shaffer and the children.
About an hour and a half
after the search started, Shaffer
was located walking alone several miles west of the storage
containers.
After being taken into
custody, Shaffer revealed that

Satellite view of the compound.

two of the children had been
hidden in a plastic, 50-gallon
water barrel about 1,000 yards
south of the compound. The
children had been hidden in
the barrel for approximately 24 hours in sub-freezing
temperatures. The other two
children had been hidden an
abandoned mobile home.
During the investigation,
authorities discovered that
Coltharp and Shaffer had
become “betrothed” to each
other’s eldest daughter and
then to each of their own
younger daughters.
Since then, Shaffer has
pleaded guilty to charges in
Iron County, and faces up
to 25 years to life in prison.
His sentencing date is in
May. Shaffer also has charges
pending in Sanpete County,
where his next court will be a
waiver of preliminary hearing

on May 14.
Coltharp still faces charges
in Sanpete County, and his
trial date has been set for the
first week of July.
The children were returned to their mother, Micah,
on Dec. 4. She no longer lives
in Utah and is trying to help
the children heal from their
trauma.
Some of it was immediate
and easily dealt with—the
malnutrition and physical
neglect. However, some of the
trauma is hidden but is beginning to come out. Healing will
undoubtedly take years.
The children cannot stand
pop-tarts and spam, which is
what they subsisted on while
with their father. They fear the
dark. They keep their house
cold, because they became so
used to it. They are wary of
strangers.

Getting to know one of your locally owned Sanpete County businesses
Hometowne Real Estate has big city experience with small town feel
By Linda Petersen
Staff writer

When you’re looking to buy
or sell a home or property, you
want someone who cares as
much about your interests as
you do. With Hometowne Real
Estate, a family-owned and operated business in Mt. Pleasant,
you get just that.
Brian and Trina Brunson
and their son Brady have a passion for helping people get into
home ownership or to move
beyond a home that no longer
fits their needs. Combined, they
have more than 50 years of experience in the real estate industry.
Brian and Trina moved to
Mt. Pleasant in 2016 when while
vacationing here they fell in love
with Sanpete County and decided to purchase Klevens Heaven
Bed & Breakfast which currently
operates as HomeTowne Bed &
Breakfast.
Brady and his family also
reside in Lehi, providing a continuing connection between
markets. Collectively, the Brunsons represent their clients’
interests throughout the state of
Utah.
Brian has spent the past 38
years in the real estate industry.

He has worked in construction,
as a senior underwriter for a
national title company and as a
real estate agent and broker. He
understands the industry inside
and out, from working with
first-time home owners to large
multibillion-dollar corporations.

“We don’t want anyone
to do business with
us just because they
signed a piece of paper.
We want them to see
the value in what we
do for them.”
—Brian Brunson

But what he loves the most
is helping people one at a time
realize their dreams. As such, the
Brunsons do not represent both
buyer and seller in any transaction so they can ensure the best
service and outcome for their
clients and so you know they’re
always in your corner without
having to worry about divided
loyalties.
The Brunsons came to Mt.
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Pleasant from Utah County
where they worked with real
estate for more than 30 years,
including volunteering in local
city government for 13 years.
With their connections and
understanding of the many
people from the Wasatch Front
and beyond who are looking to
buy in Sanpete, they can put that
expertise to work for you.
Since they moved to Mt.
Pleasant, they have spent a lot of
time studying the local market
and learning the ins and outs of
getting you the best deal, whether you are selling or buying.
With his many years in the
business, Brian knows real estate
contracts and processes inside
and out and makes sure his clients understand everything that
is involved in their real estate
transaction. He stays on top of
current trends, both local and
national, and utilizes his underlying knowledge of the industry
on a daily basis.
“Real estate is usually the single largest financial transaction
in a person’s lifetime,” Brian says.
“It’s so important to us to protect
your interests above all else. People pay a lot of money when they
hire a real estate agent—they
should get their money’s worth.”
Trina has a creative background and can help you prepare your home so that it is most
appealing to buyers. Brady, who
is a BYU graduate in business
management, is very detail oriented. He provides educational
material and data analysis for
clients as well as making sure
team members are taking maximum advantage of technology
for exposure for their clients’
properties.
Brian, Trina and Brady are
available to you 24/6 (they do
take Sundays off). When you
call, it’s likely you will talk to
Brian who will visit with you
to find out your needs and

Brian Brunson, broker/owner, 40 years real estate experience; Trina Brunson, real estate agent for
15 years; Brady Brunson, agent, expertise in market research.

which member of the team is
the perfect fit for you. They
also respond promptly to all
voice mails so there’s no waiting
around for someone to get back
to you.
The Brunsons set up all
showings themselves and uti-

many real estate transactions.
And everything they do is included in their agent fee so there
are never any unexpected broker
or other fees.
While they sign a contract
with you because it is required by
law, they won’t hold you hostage

lize electronic lock boxes on all
properties for your safety and security. Anytime anyone accesses
your home Brian is sent an email
to ensure that no unauthorized
person is gaining access to your
home or property.
Since Brian is a broker, they
can cut down on a lot of the red
tape that hangs people up in

to that contract.
“We don’t want anyone to do
business with us just because they
signed a piece of paper,” Brian
says. “We want them to see the
value in what we do for them.”
While HomeTowne Real Estate has a website, it’s deliberately
very basic since Brian thinks buying clients are best served by the

Multiple Listing Service (MLS) at
utahrealestate.com which shows
all the options that are out there,
not just a single agency’s listings.
“We want our clients to have
as much access as possible to the
inventory that’s out there,” Brian
says. “We think that’s good business.”
The Brunsons pride themselves on having repeat clients
who buy and sell all their homes
through them. That’s what they’re
looking for here in Sanpete because they are here to stay and
want to be your real estate agents
for a lifetime.
“Real estate is more of a
lifetime passion for us than an
opportunity to make money,”
Brian says. “We love helping
people get into real estate—that’s
the American dream.”
So if you’re looking to buy
or sell a home or property,
call Brian at 801-592-4840 or
Trina at 801-376-4840 today
and get going on the best real
estate experience you’re ever
going to have.

