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Christmas through the eyes of a child
Publisher’s and Editor’s Message

Suzanne Dean,
Publisher

James Tillson,
Editor

Recapturing the wonder of the season

 All of us have memories of our childhood Christmases. We remember the wonder and anticipa-
tion we felt back when the lights and decorations seemed a little brighter, and Christmas Eve seemed 
to last soooo long. Many of us get to experience that wonder again through our children and grand-
children. 
 So when it came time for us at the Sanpete Messenger to choose a theme for this year’s “Cele-
brating the Season” magazine, we decided we wanted to share stories about how families with young 
children in various areas of the county “celebrate the season.” As part of that, we wanted to capture 
the sparkle and wonder of how children see the season, children young enough that the weight of ex-
pectations doesn’t get in the way.
	 We	found	many	different	traditions	throughout	Sanpete	County,	and	in	many	cases,	we	were	
able to use the words of the children themselves to describe those traditions.
 There was the single mom whose children receive new pajamas and participate in the 
pre-Christmas pajama party with cousins and other relatives each year. There was the family in Mt. 
Pleasant who lost a child a couple of years ago but turned the tragedy into a commitment to devote 
the Christmas season to serving others. We found a family who is originally from Mexico but now 
includes 10 aunts and uncles, and 42 cousins, all living in or near Ephraim. Each Christmas morning, 
one	of	the	first	things	they	do	is	gather	to	“pray	for	people	who	do	not	have	anything	to	eat,	or	a	house	
to live in.”  And we even found a family with eight children who tell a story about squishing kids, 
gifts and a Christmas tree into a stretch limousine.
 In the weeks to come, we will be posting video clips from these stories, as told by the children, 
on	our	Facebook	page	and	website.	Check	every	five	to	seven	days	for	a	new	video.
 We here at the Sanpete Messenger hope these stories re-kindle the sparkle and wonder you felt 
when you were young and knew Santa was real, reindeer might just leave hoof-prints on your roof 
and were sure baby Jesus was looking down on you. 
 Here’s wishing one and all Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year.
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events
COUNTYWIDE EVENTS

UNTIL SOLD OUT
 Christmas tree permits - Permits went on sale Nov. 
1 and will be available until sold out at the Manti La-Sal 
National Forest Sanpete District office at 540 N Main in 
Ephraim. Permits are $10 each with a limit of three permits 
per person.

SNOW COLLEGE

Friday, Nov. 30
 Holiday Music Spectacular - The Horne School of Mu-
sic will present its holiday concert at the Eccles Performing 
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults, and $8 
for seniors and youth. A family ticket for families of four or 
more is $30.

Monday, Dec. 3
 Holiday Music Spectacular - The Horne School of 
Music will present its Christmas Music Spectacular at the 
Sevier Valley Center (Richfield Campus) at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 5 - Saturday, Dec. 8
 A Christmas Carol - Snow College will present “A 
Christmas Carol” at 7:30 p.m.. Tickets are $12 for adults, 
and $10 for seniors and youth.

Sunday Dec. 9
 The Messiah - The Snow College Horne School of Music 
announces the 85th annual performance to be led by Dr. 
Michael Huff in the Jorgensen Concert Hall at 7:30 p.m. 
This concert is a Sanpete County tradition and a great way 
to start off the Christmas Season.

Thursday, Dec. 13
 A Nashville Tribute Band Christmas Revival - Put 
a little Nashville in your Christmas and bring your family 
together as you celebrate, rejoice, and feel the spirit of the 
season. Performance at the Eccles Center for Performing 

Arts. Tickets start at $14.83 and may be purchased at 
eventbrite.com.

CENTERFIELD
 Christmas lighting contest- The city will hold its an-
nual lighting contest beginning the month of December. 

First place is $100. Second place is $50 and third place is 
$25.

EPHRAIM CITY

Friday, Nov. 30
 Christmas light parade - The annual Christmas light 
parade with kick off the city’s Christmas celebration begin-
ning at 7 p.m. on Main Street and ending at the Greenwood 
Center, where children can visit with Santa and have hot 
chocolate and cookies. A Christmas fireworks show will 
cap off the evening at the Ephraim Family Park.

Saturday, Nov. 15
 Feast of Santa Lucia - The Ephraim Co-op will host the 
Feast of Santa Lucia at 6 p.m. The event features Scandina-
vian smorgasbord, the Santa Lucia procession, music and 
a program. Seating is limited to 100, and the cost is $30. 
Tickets may be purchased at the Co-Op.

TOM OSMOND / MESSENGER PHOTO

You can always count on an appearance from Santa Claus in the towns and cities of Sanpete County. In this photo, Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus made an appearance in Gunnison Valley where children smile as they perch on the visitors’ laps.

MARY PIPES / MESSENGER FILE PHOTO

A combined community and Snow College orchestra and chorus performs the Messiah. The 85th performance will be Dec. 9 at 
the Eccles Center. Continued on page 5
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EXPRESS AUTO, 180 W. Main, Mt. Pleasant
 435-462-2605
MAIN AUTO, 95 N. Main, Manti
 435-835-2521
GIC, 51. W 200 N., Gunnison
 435-528-7271

Friday, Nov. 30 - Monday Dec. 3
 Nativity display – The Co-op in Ephraim will hold its 
seventh annual nativity display beginning Friday, Nov. 30 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday Dec. 1 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.;  
Sunday 4 to 8 p.m.; and Monday 4 to 8 p.m. This display 
consists of nativity scenes loaned by local residents.

Tuesday, Dec 11
 Ephraim Middle School - The sixth graders will pres-
ent their  Christmas program, Sounds of the Season, at the 
Snow College Eccles Center at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 12
 Ephraim Middle School 68th annual Candlelight 
program - The middle school will present its annual 
Candlelight program at 7 p.m. at the Snow College Eccles 
Center. Two citizens will be presented with candles in 
recognition of lifelong service to the community.

Tuesday, Dec. 18
 Ephraim Elementary - The elementary school will 
have its Christmas program at the Snow College Activity 
Center at 6:30 p.m.

FAIRVIEW

Friday, Nov. 23; Saturday, Nov. 24; 
Monday, Nov. 26; Friday, Nov. 30; 
Saturday Dec.1
 North Bend Entertainers - The community theater 
troupe will present “A Christmas Carol.” All performances 
are at the Fairview Dance Hall at 7 p.m. Tickets are $7 for 
adults, and $5 for seniors and children under 12.

Now through Dec. 15
 Fairview Museum Tree Festival - The museum’s annu-
al Christmas Tree Festival is being held through December 
15, Tuesday - Saturday between noon and 4 p.m. The mu-
seum has large picture windows so a nighttime drive by is 
also fun!

FOUNTAIN GREEN

Friday, Dec. 14 & Saturday Dec. 15
 Live nativity- Fountain Green will hold its annual live 
nativity both nights from 6 to 8 p.m. at 800 W. 400 South. 
This is a free gift to the community, and refreshments will 
be served.  Hayrides will be available from the LDS Church 
at 151 S. 200 West to the nativity location.

Continued on page 6

Continued from 4 

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

Jordan Ritmeyer walks his puppy, which is lit in festive lights, 
during the Ephraim Christmas light parade.

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

Performers in last year’s Santa Lucia celebration at the Ephraim 
Co-op line up for the traditional processional.
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Thursday, 
Dec. 20
 Fountain Green 
Elementary Christ-
mas Program
 Fountain Green 
Elementary will be 
presenting their 
Christmas Program 
at the school at 6 p.m.

GUNNISON

Saturday, 
Nov. 24
 Gunnison Val-
ley Santa Fun Run 
– Check in is at 9 a.m. 
and the race begins 
at 10 a.m. Proceeds 
support Gunnison Valley Sub for Santa.

 Free Christmas Movie - The Casino Star Theatre will 
host a free movie at 1p.m. and 3 p.m.

 Christmas tree lighting - Activities at the Legacy Plaza 
with the lighting of the Christmas tree at 5:30 p.m.

 Light parade - The annual light parade will begin at 6 
p.m. on Main Street. Following the parade Santa will visit 
with the children at the Lion’s den at the city park. There 
will be free hot chocolate and doughnuts for everyone.

Friday, Nov. 30
 Cowpokes for Christmas - Award-winning cowboy 

singer/songwriter Brenn Hill and his cowboy poet sidekick 
Andy Nelson will present their Christmas show, “Cowpokes 
for Christmas” at the Casino Star Theatre at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 for ages 16 and up and $15 for ages 15 and under. 
Tickets may be purchased in advance at  Rasmussen’s Ace 
Hardware and G.I.C. in Gunnison; Sanpete Messenger in 
Manti; Kopy Katz in Ephraim; and Burns Saddlery in Salina.

Monday, Dec. 10
 Gunnison Valley Elementary Christmas program - 
The Gunnison Valley Elementary will present its Christmas 
Program at 1 p.m. at the elementary school and again at 6:30 
p.m. at the Gunnison Valley High School Gymnasium.

Thursday Dec. 13
 Gunnison Valley Middle School concert - The Gunni-
son Valley Middle School will hold its annual Yule Concert 
at the Gunnison Valley High School at 6:30 p.m. where they 
will present Yule candles to recipients in recognition of 
their service to the community.

Monday, Dec. 17
 Gunnison Valley High School Christmas concert - 
The band, chorus and orchestra will present their concert 
at 6 p.m. at the high school.

MANTI CITY

Friday, Nov. 23
 Christmas light parade - Manti City will hold 
its light parade beginning at 6 p.m. on Main Street. 
Following the parade there will be entertainment 
and food at Manti High School.  Santa  will also be 
on hand, so be sure to bring your letters to Santa in a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Tuesday, Dec. 11
 Manti Elementary Christmas program - Manti 
Elementary will present its Christmas program at 6 
p.m. at the Manti High School.

Wednesday, Dec. 19
 Manti High School Christmas concert - Manti 
High School will stage its Christmas concert at 7 p.m.

MORONI

Wednesday, Dec. 19
 Moroni Elementary 1st grade Christmas program
 The first grade class will present their Christmas 
program at 6 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 24
 Moroni City Christmas Eve party - Moroni will 
hold its annual Christmas Eve party and program at 
6 p.m. with Santa making an appearance at 6:30 p.m. 
The party will be held at the Moroni Stake Center, 82 
W. Center Street.

MT. PLEASANT

Saturday, Nov. 24
 Old Fashioned Christmas – Mt. Pleasant City will 
hold its Old- Fashioned Christmas celebration from 4 
-6:30 p.m. on Main Street with a special visit from Mr. 
and Mrs. Santa Claus. Mt. Pleasant Elementary School 
children will perform Christmas carols, with free hot 
chocolate and cookies, hayrides and games, followed 
by a fireworks display.

Thursday, Dec. 6
 North Sanpete Middle School events- Winter 
Choir Concert at 6 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 9
 Wasatch Academy Winter Arts Festival - Wasatch 
Academy will present its Winter Arts Festival, a music 
program, in the Music Conservatory from 7:30 to 9 
p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 12
 North Sanpete Middle School events- Winter 
Band Concert at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 13
 North Sanpete High School Choir - North Sanpete 
High School Choir will present its winter concert at 7 
p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 20
 North Sanpete High School  Band - North Sanpete 
High School will present its winter band concert at 7 
p.m.

Continued from 5 

COURTESY TERRY MADSEN

Pam Rigby admires one of the trees 
decorated for charity in the Fairview 
Museum Tree Festival.

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

This old fire engine gets loaded down with holiday regalia for the Manti City light parade, which will be the day after Thanksgiving. Continued on page 7
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New location: 
295 N. Main, Ephraim

283-4425

Whether you’re buying,
building, or re�nancing,

let Statewide Funding
help you have somewhere

to call home this 
holiday season.

99 South Main St.
Ephraim, UT 84627
(435) 283-0555
statewidefunding.com

SPRING CITY

Saturday, Dec. 1
 Christmas Breakfast - A Christmas breakfast will 
be held at the Old School Community Center at 10 a.m. 
KSL Chopper Five will be flying in with Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus to visit with the children.

Saturday, Dec. 15
 Candlelight Christmas Home Tour - The Friends 
of Historic Spring City will sponsor a new event this 
year, a candlelight Christmas home tour, featuring 
restored historic homes decorated for the holidays, on 
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 4-7 p.m. 
 During tour hours, a reception will be held at the 
Spring City Community Center (Old School), 45 S. 100 
East, featuring music, hot cider and a sale of small 
original paintings by Spring City artists that are ideal 
for Christmas gifts. 
 Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the com-
munity center. Proceeds go for continued restoration 
and improvement of the Old School.  

Wednesday, Dec. 19
 Spring City Elementary Christmas program - 
Spring City Elementary will hold its Christmas program 
at 6 p.m. at the North Sanpete High School.

RICHFIELD

Friday, Dec. 7
 Ryan Shupe & The Rubberband – The band will 
present its Christmas  oncert at the Sevier Valley Center 
at 7:30 p.m. All seats reserved. For more information, go 
to www.svc.snow.edu and click on “Buy tickets.” 

Friday, Dec. 21
 David Archuleta – The singer will present a Christmas 
show at the Sevier Valley Center at 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, go to www.svc.snow.edu and click the button on 
the home page that says “Buy tickets.” 

OUT OF COUNTY EVENTS

Thursday, Nov. 22 - Tuesday, Jan. 1
 Spanish Fork Festival of Lights - The 26th Festival of 
Lights runs nightly except Sundays, Nov. 22  through Jan. 
1, from 6 to 10 p.m. Location is the Canyon View Park, 3300 
E Powerhouse Rd.. Look for signs along U.S. 6 east of the 
city. The cost is $8 per car; $22 per large passenger van or 
vehicle towing a trailer; and $30 per bus.

Wednesday, Nov. 28 - Saturday Dec. 1
 Festival of Trees - The Festival of Trees will be held 
at the Mountain America Expo Center, 9575 South State 
Street in Sandy. Over the years, the festival has raised 
nearly $40 million has been raised for children at Primary 

Children’s Hospital. Tickets may be purchased at the door. 
Cost is $7 for adults; $4 for children ages 2-11; and $6 for 
seniors.  Wednesday, Nov. 28 is family day where a $20 
ticket will admit up to six immediate family members.

Tuesday, Nov. 20 - Saturday, Dec. 22
 North Pole Express - This 90-minute round trip to 
the North Pole aboard the Heber Creeper includes hot 
cocoa and Mrs. Claus’s famous chocolate chip cookies.  
When you reach the North Pole Santa will join you for the 
return trip and greet each child and present them with a 
special gift. Visit https://hebervalleyrr.org/specialevents/ 
northpoleexpress for further information and tickets.

Sunday, Dec. 2
 2018 First Presidency’s Christmas Devotional- 
The First Presidency invites Church members and their 
friends to participate in their Christmas devotional broad-
cast at 6 p.m. View the devotional live at: lds.org home 
page; BYUtv; Mormon Channel (website, YouTube, mobile 
app, Roku), and local meetinghouses via the Church sat-
ellite system.
Nov. 23-Jan. 2
 Lights on Temple Square- The brightest and most 
remarkable phenomenon that happens in downtown 
Salt Lake City is when Temple Square comes alive with 
festive lights and decorations for the Christmas holi-
day. Lights are on from 5:30-10 p.m., exceptDec. 14-16, 
when lights will stay on till 11 p.m., and until 12:30 a.m. 
on New Year’s Eve.
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By James Tilson

 FAIRVIEW—John and Bexi Anderson 
have lived in a lot of places. But they kept 
coming back to Utah where their families 
are from. Now firmly settled in Fairview, 
their Christmas traditions revolve around 
spending time with their extended fami-
lies and providing service to people in their 
community.
 John and Bexi moved to Fairview in 
2014. John was born and raised in Fair-
view and his family still lives there. John 
works for Vivint and has moved around 
the country for work. Bexi’s family lives in 
Orem, and they go back and forth between 
the two families during the holidays.
 John and Bexi met at Snow College on 
“the second day of school” and got married 

a year later. “I didn’t want to have children 
right away,” Bexi says, and it was two and a 
half years before their first child, Jali, was 
born.
 Both of them finished at Snow, and 
John continued his schooling at the Uni-
versity of Utah. When they found out Bexi 
was pregnant with their first child and 
they bought their first house, John decid-
ed it was a good time to take a break from 
school and get a job. “I started learning 
from the school of life,” he says.
 Now their family includes their four 
children. Jali, their oldest, is 6-years old. 
Oliver is next at 4. Noah is 2, and little Myla 
is only 4-months old.
 Bexi says that John’s family has always 
had a tradition of having a service project 
every Christmas season, like helping a 
family in need or providing disaster relief. 
 And Bexi’s family likes to “write gifts 
to the Savior.” They write down the things 

they are grateful for during the past year 
and their goals for the upcoming year. She 
says, “It’s fun to go back and look at what we 
wrote in the past, and how we’ve changed, 
and see if we’ve accomplished our goals.”
 Both of their extended families love to 
gather during the holiday season and share 
their Christmases.
 John says, “We will switch around who 
we spend Christmas Eve with. If we’re 
here [in Fairview], there’s always a family 
Christmas party at the church building. 
They’ll have a program, and Santa will be 
there.”
 Oliver looks forward to those parties, 
because, “I like to see Santa.”
 Jali also likes to look for Santa, but 
she has a different way to find him. She 
recounts how one year, she stayed up with 
her aunt, and they tracked Santa on the 
computer as he was delivering presents 
around the world. “I even saw him stop 

here!” she exclaims. 
 The sense of service during Christmas 
has worked its way down to the Anderson 
children. Jali likes to take presents to dif-
ferent families in the neighborhood. She 
and her siblings pick out the presents and 
deliver them on Christmas Eve.
 Bexi says they also make “goodies” for 
everyone in the neighborhood every year. 
She and the children come up with some-
thing new to make each time.
 Jali admits her favorite part of the sea-
son is “opening presents.” She says, “If it’s 
Sunday, we’ll go to Church first, and then 
we come home and open presents with 
our cousins, because they come down for 
Christmas.”
 And John reminds the kids to leave out 
milk and cookies for Santa on Christmas 
Eve. According to the Anderson children, 
the milk and cookies are always gone the 
next morning.

The Andersons
Fairview family’s children inheriting a tradition of service

In the words 
of a child

Jali Anderson, 6

Q: Do you watch for Santa? 

A: “Yes, I watch him in the 
computer. I even saw him 

stop here.”

Watch the Sanpete Messenger 
Facebook page for a short video 

featuring Jali talking about Christmas. 
A new video featuring one of the 

children interviewed for this magazine 
wil be posted approximately every five 

days during the Christmas season. 
The Andersons—Myla, John, Jali, Noah, Oliver and Bexi.
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Get the speed 
you need to 
run all your 
devices.

Share the holiday joy with the whole family.

With family members visiting, now is a good time to boost 
your internet speeds. You may be surprised how many devices 
you have in your home. Each connected device will use 
internet bandwidth leaving less for other devices. For example, 
Netflix recommends a 10 Mbps connection or higher.

We offer internet speeds up to 100 Mbps that will help all your 
connected devices do more, faster. More speed keeps your 
devices happy, and your visiting in-laws happy too (and who 
doesn’t want happy in-laws?) Add  
more speed today at centracom.com/happy

WatchTVEverywhere 
stream on the go — on any device

WatchTVEverywhere is included with all cable TV packages. Now 
you can stream your favorite channels—including live TV and full 
episodes of current TV shows—to your tablet, smartphone, or 
computer. 

Watch streaming video from: 
•  ESPN – see every game
•  Hallmark – watch many heart-warming christmas movies for the 

whole family
•  Over 70 Streaming channels. Find something the whole family 

can enjoy. 

You won’t miss anything this season, even when traveling. Visit 
centracom.com/wtve to register or for more information. 

centracom.com/happy | 427-3331
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By James Tilson

 MT. PLEASANT—A 
family loss has given the 
Cody and Ashli Broad-
head family a new focus 
on the true meaning of 
the Christmas season.
 Two years ago, Cody 
and Ashli were expect-
ing their third child. 
And then, the day after 
Thanksgiving, Ashli’s 
“whole body started to 
shut down,” Cody says. 
 She went to Sanpete 
Valley Hospital, she had 
an emergency C-section. 
But her blood-pressure 
continued to drop, and 
she and the baby were 
airlifted to Utah Valley 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter. Ashli spent 21 days 
in the hospital. Their 
infant girl,  who they 
named Oaklyn, died af-
ter four days.
 Since then, Christ-
mas has taken on a new 
meaning for the Broad-
heads. The little girl they 
lost “is the number one 
reason we do what we 
do,” Cody says. He says 
the family has always given to others and focused on the 
Savior, but they do so much more now. 
 “We want to help other people who need help, in the same 
or different situation,” he said. “I’ve never told anyone, ‘I know 
what you are going through,’ because you can never know 
exactly what someone else is going through. We now have 
some idea, and that’s why we want to help others and focus 
on the Savior. It’s the only way we’re going to get back to her 
(Oaklyn).”
 Cody and Ashli met at Jack and Jill’s Bowling Lanes in 
American Fork two weeks after he got back from his mission 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They met 
through mutual friends and immediately hit it off. Six months 
later, they were married.
 Cody grew up in Lehi and Ashli in Midway, Wasatch 
County. They have lived in Mt. Pleasant for eight years. Cody 
says, “I’ve always wanted to live down here, since I was little.” 
According to Ashli, “We were raised rural, and this was a 

The Broadheads
Loss gives Mt. Pleasant family new focus on ‘the reason for the season’

In the words 
of a child

Laynee Broadhead, 7

Q: What’s your favorite part 
of Christmas? 

A: “I like to give gifts to other 
families.”

Watch the Sanpete Messenger Facebook 
page for a short video featuring Laynee 
talking about Christmas. A new video 

featuring one of the children interviewed 
for this magazine wil be posted 

approximately every five days during the 
Christmas season. 

JAMES TILSON / MESSENGER PHOTO

The Broadheads – from left to right, Cody and Ashli, in back, and Laynee and Quade in front. Continued on page 12
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Shopping For a New Home? 

SPECIAL OFFER!
As a valued client you are eligible for a FREE* appraisal towards 

a home purchase with SecurityNational Mortgage Company. 
*Up to $500 towards appraisal at time of closing with the loan officer listed below.

SecurityNational Mortgage Company

Turning Houses 
into Homes ™

497 S. Main Street
Ephraim, UT 84627
Branch NMLS #971470

435.283.3000

SecurityNational Mortgage Company complies with Section 8 of RESPA and does not offer marketing services in exchange for referrals or the expectation of referrals. This is not a 
commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower and property qualifications. This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower and property qualifications. 
Contact loan officer listed for an accurate, personalized quote. Interest rates and program guidelines are subject to change without notice.  Company NMLS# 3116  |  SNMC118MISC1062
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much more affordable rural.” And, 
she noted, Lehi and Midway are just 
not rural anymore.
 The Broadheads have five horses, 
roping steers, dogs and cats, and “a 
lamb that’s kind of a dog.” You can 
tell from where they live, their fur-
nishings and even their clothes that 
the Broadheads have embraced the 
country lifestyle.
 But when it comes to Christmas, 
their decorations are definitely 
more “Christ-centered” than “coun-
try.” 
 “The upstairs are more focused 
on Jesus, and downstairs is where 
Santa comes,” says Ashli. “We light...
Chinese lanterns for our passed-
away loved ones on Christmas Eve.”
 “We give to others more than our 
(satisfying our) wants,” says Cody. 
They take blankets and onesies to 
the newborn intensive care unit 
(“NICU”) at Utah Valley Medical 
Center. They always donate some of 
their beef to several families. And 
each year, they pick a family and 
give  Christmas to them. Usually, the 
kids make the decision as to who to 
pick.
 According to Laynee, age 7, “I like 
to give the other families gifts. And 
I really like taking the blankets and 
onesies to the NICU.”
 Quade points out another of the 
family’s Christmas traditions. “I like 
the hotels,” he says. Cody says in-
stead of always getting a lot of gifts, 
they often travel “to take memories.” 
Ashli says Quade loves to go to new 
hotels no matter where they are.
 Some of the Broadhead traditions 
come from Ashli’s grandmother, 
who emigrated from Germany in 
the 1940s to escape religious per-
secution. For example, they always 
have an advent calendar (although 
the kids also have their own “choc-
olate” advent calendar). They also 
celebrate St. Nicholas Day by put-
ting out their shoes on Dec 6 so St. 
Nicholas can fill them with “treats.” 
They also put out milk and cookies 
on Christmas Eve for Santa,
 But, their mother says,  “The 
kids’ favorite things are to talk about 
who they are going to give to this 
year?” Ashli says when the children 
give to others “it gives a lot of joy and 
excitement,” and then they think 
about what they themselves would 
like to have.

Continued from 10 

(above) The Broadhead now have a special tree for 
Oaklyn, their baby who died. They hang an ornament 
on it containing the baby’s hand-print.

(left) The Broadhead’s Advent candle arrangement.
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Now offering granite monuments.

Proudly serving families
for 3 generations.

195 W 100 N   Manti UT
435.835.2311
maglebymortuary.com

JOE GARY HAYDEN STANKELLYALMA
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The Jimenez-Frutos
Family and faith are center of Ephraim family’s ‘old Mexico’ Christmas

By Dyna Folkersen

 EPHRAIM— Christmas traditions for 
the Jimenez-Frutos family of Ephraim 
run deep with influences from Mexico, 
where the holiday is all about being with 
family and practicing the Catholic faith.
  The family consists of Mom, Griselda. 
and Dad, Jose, with six children: Juan, 22; 
Daniel, 19; Marcos, 15; Sarai, also known 
as Lilly, 13; Christian “Chris,” 8; and Gali, 
5. And the seventh child, a baby boy to be 
named David, is due on Dec. 12.
 On Christmas Eve, the Frutos’ par-
ticipate in a service at St. Jude’s Catholic 
Church in Ephraim. 
 “All of the little kids get involved in the 
church by singing and saying prayers for 
about an hour,” Daniel said. ” 

 “The kids do a little play where Joseph 
goes to find where Mary is having the 
baby,” Griselda said. 
 During an interview with the Messen-
ger, Gali pretended she had found Mary. 
“Yay, yay,” she said jumping up and down. 
 On Christmas morning, the children 
help their mother decorate the family 
Christmas tree. “I like (that day) because 

its Diosito’s (Jesus’s) birthday,” Gali says. 
 The first thing the family does out-
side their home on Christmas morning 
is go to church again for a service that 
runs about an hour. Then it’s off to the 
Ephraim Senior Citizens Center, where 
their extended family is gathering. 
 The gathering starts with prayers. “We 
pray for people who don’t have anything 

to eat. We pray for people who do not have 
a house to live in. For children without 
parents… we pray for many things, and af-
ter that we join everybody to eat,” Griselda 
said. 
 And she wasn’t’ kidding when she said 
everybody.

In the words 
of a child

Gali Jimenez-Frutos, 5

Q: What do you find in the 
morning?

A: “There’s candy in our 
shoes! There’s candy in our 

shoes!”

Watch the Sanpete Messenger Facebook 
page for a short video featuring Gali talking 

about Christmas. A new video featuring 
one of the children interviewed for this 
magazine wil be posted approximately 

every five days during the Christmas season. 

Brother and sister, Christian Frutos, 8, and Gali Frutos, 5, are excited for Jan.5, when, in accordance with the Mexican tradition, they 
each leave a shoe by the door into their house. During the night, if they’ve been good, wise men come, leave candy in the shoes 
and leave gifts standing around the shoes. 

Continued on page 16
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MAIL MONETARY DONATIONS TO:
    Sub 4 Santa
    PO Box 302
    Mt. Pleasant, UT 84647

��������������������������������
�

Sanpete County

Suggested popular items are blankets for children, remote control 
vehicles, baby dolls, Lego type toys, MP3 players for teens.

	����	�����������������
Saturday, Dec 8th  10am - 6pm

Manti Fairgrounds 
Exhibition Building

����������������� �������������������

TOY DROP-OFF & APPLICATION LOCATIONS:

��������� Walmart, Tractor Supply, Papa Murphys
���������������� Fountain Green General Store

Ephraim Market Fresh, Utah Heritage Credit Union
���������� Cache Valley Bank, Chevron Station
���������� Gunnison Market 

������������� Spring City Hall, The Watering Hole
�������� Silver Eagle, Utah Heritage Credit Union

����	��������� Horseshoe Mountain Hardware, Terrel’s Market,
 Cache Valley Bank

���������������������������� ���������� �������
��������������������������������������
Mark your calendar for Dec. 8 from 10 am to 6 pm to volunteer to help 
parents �ll out forms, select gifts and carry them to their vehicles. 

Make sure you
bring some
documentation
that the child
lives in Sanpete!

In Manti, participate in the
Angel Tree, Jensens Store

835-3131
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Continued from 14 
 Griselda comes from a family of 10 
children and all 10 of those brothers and 
sisters live in Ephraim where they stay 
close to their parents, Jose and Antonia 
Jimenez. There are 42 grandchildren. 
 “There is five girls and five guys in my 
mom’s family and that’s not including the 
people they bring, and the people those 
people bring, and so on and so on,” Daniel 
said. “Everyone’s welcome to come.” 
 Daniel, Marcos, Lilly, Christian and 
Gali all agree their fondest of memories 
are being with family and especially play-
ing with their cousins.
 “We do different things like musical 
chairs, karaoke and all types of different 
stuff,” Marcos said. 
 “It depends on what you want to do. 
Some of us sing; some of us listen; some 
dance. It just depends on how you feel,” 
Marcos said. “But we all bring a present 
to give.”
 “We all choose a name that’s random 
out of a hat,” Daniel said. 
 “It’s a gift exchange,” Marcos said. 
 When asked who she picked out of the 
hat last year, 5-year-old Gali said, “Una un 
prima,” which in English means “one of 
my cousins.” 
 Chris, 8, was asked the same question. 
“Last year I think I gave my cousin some 
perfume or something,” he said. 
 The extended family gathering runs 
until late Christmas night, sometimes 
even 1 a.m. At that point, families go to 
their individual homes where typically 
they open one or two small gifts from 
immediate family members. But the 
gifting is small compared to the typical 
American Christmas morning. That’s 
because the big day for Mexican chil-
dren is Jan. 6, a few weeks after Christ’s 
birth, commemorating the arrival of 
wise men at the stable where baby Jesus 
was lying. 
 After Christmas, there are still days of 
school vacation to enjoy. “I like to go play 
in the snow,” Gali said. 
 This year, Gali has one big concern. It’s 
Zino, the family’s new dog. “He’s going to 
get lost in the snow,” she said.
 “He’s white, and it’s his first winter,” 
Chris explained. 
 “I am happy and excited during 
Christmas,” Marcos said. “But we aren’t 
going to get any presents this year be-
cause we are getting a baby instead.” 
 Griselda laughed. Like Mary, she will 
bear a son during the Christmas season.
 But what about Santa Claus? one may 
ask.
 “We don’t really believe that,” Daniel 
said. “The kids know Santa Claus and 

the whole tradition, but we believe in the 
three wise men.” 
 “They gave Jesus three gifts and came 
when he was born because the star guid-
ed them to him,” Marcos said. 
 “They found him in the barn bringing 
gold, frankincense and myrrh,” Marcos 
said.  “But this was after Christmas day.”
 “The star guided the wise men after 
Christ was already born. So kids in Mex-
ico, and even here, will put their shoes 
by the door believing the three wise men 
will bring gifts to them also, and put 
them in their shoes,” Marcos explained.  
 “Especially for the children who don’t 
have much money, they use a shoe,” Dan-
iel said.
 The Frutos children follow the tradi-
tion. “Sometimes we put our shoes right 
there,” Chris said pointing to the doorway. 
“We leave them right there and when we 
wake up there’s toys and stuff.”
 “And there’s candy in our shoes… and 
there’s candy in our shoes,” little Gali 
exclaims...
 But she corrects her brother’s state-
ment that there are toys in the shoes.
 “Not the presents!” she said. “They 
will not fit. They are too big.”
 But larger gifts are left out near the 
shoes. 
 “Yeah! We celebrate Christmas, but 
until the three wise men found Jesus, 
which is on Jan. 6, that is when we wait 
to get presents. Christmas is a family 
party to celebrate the birth of Christ, but 

we wait to give presents until the sixth,” 
Griselda said. 
 On the night of Jan. 5, the parents tell 
their kids to go to bed early. “Instead of 
Santa Claus coming while you are asleep 
the parents go looking for the three wise 
men, and if the kids won’t be good, then 
they won’t find them,” Daniel explained. 
Besides celebrating Christmas and Jan. 
6, the Frutos and Jimenez families try to 
send money to their families in Mexico 

during the Christmas season.
 “Everyone tries to do it,” Daniel said. 
 “Usually every fourth Christmas, the 
whole family goes to Mexico,” Daniel 
said. “Each one of us has been to Mexico, 
and we go as a family.”
 But with baby Daniel on the way, the 
family chose to not go to Mexico this 
year.
 “Maybe the baby will be the baby 
Jesus in the Nativity,” Gali suggests.

The Frutos family: Back row (L to R): Sarai “Lilly,” 13;, Juan, 22; parents Griselda, and Jose; Marcos, 
15; and Daniel,19. Front row (L to R): Christian, 8, and Gali, 5. Not pictured is baby Daniel due 
Dec. 12. Jose and Griselda say they are blessed to have such a close family.

Mother Griselda Jiminez Frutos, daughter of Jose and Antonia Jimenez of Ephraim, comes from a family of ten children (42 grandchildren) who 
all reside in Ephraim. The family gets together each Christmas Day to spend the day at church, doing a gift exchange, playing games, dancing and 
feasting. Pictured (L to R) are brothers, Juaquin Jimenez, Antonio Jimenez, Bauldel Jimenez, Isaias Jimenez and Honorio Jimenez; parents, Jose and 
Antonia Jimenez; daughters, Maria Reyes, Griselda Frutos, Evengelina Lemus, Gela Mireles and Josefina Carreno.
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“The most PURRfect 
copy center in Sanpete!” 

51 S. Main, Ephraim - 283-3500

Color  copies, spiral binding, 
laminating, photo enlargements, 
large format, envelope, and 
a lot more!

3 East 700 South Ephraim
283-5675

que delicioso!!
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By Robert Stevens

 GUNNISON—Three Gunnison sisters enjoy family 
traditions and togetherness every Christmas,  thanks to 
their devoted single mother who says she just wants them 
to appreciate the true meaning of the holiday.
 Adysen, 12; Paycee, 10; and Aryiah Withers, 4, are the 
daughters of Rebecca Bown Withers, a physical therapy 
aide at Therapy West in Gunnison, a CNA and a photogra-
pher. 
 Withers grew up in Sterling, but moved to Gunnison 
after graduating from Manti High School and going on to 
study sports medicine.
Although the three sisters have countless memories from 
various holiday traditions Withers has kept alive from her 
own youth, if you ask the girls what their favorite is, they 
will tell you it’s the time they get to spend with their fam-
ily, especially when everybody gets together and parties 
in pajamas.
 Each year, Rebecca gets new pajamas for her daughters. 
They are the one gift the girls get to open before Christmas. 
Clad in new PJ’s, grandparents, parents, siblings, aunts, 
uncles and cousins get together to enjoy the holiday cheer 
in each other’s company. 

“It’s the best because I get to see my cousins and play 

with them, and we have comfy new pajamas for it,” Adysen 
says. “One year we got matching teddy bear pajamas. Mom’s 
pajamas said ‘Momma Bear,’ mine said ‘Sister Bear,’ Paycee 
was ‘Little Bear’ and Aryiah was ‘Baby Bear.’”
 The traditions don’t stop there. As a single mom, 
Rebecca says Christmas can be hard when kids all want 
Ipads and expensive things. Although each girl gets to pick 
something she wants for Christmas, Rebecca spurns the 
commercialism she believes Christmas has taken on and 
emphasizes togetherness instead.
 “It’s not about those things,” she says. “It’s about family 
and being around the people who matter to you.”
 Rebecca says she keeps family traditions alive with her 
daughters to make Christmas more of an experience than 
a day to get gifts.
 The family traditions begin for the girls in early De-
cember when the four of them spend a whole day making 
candy and treats to last through the holidays.
 Adysen and Paycee eagerly agree that their favorite treat 
is white chocolate-covered pretzels, but Aryiah says her 
favorite is Christmas tree-shaped cookies. The foursome 
also makes trail mix and lots of other goodies to eat over 
the holidays.

The Withers
Devoted Gunnison mother teaching daughters traditions, togetherness

In the words 
of a child

Adysen, 12; Paycee, 10; 
Aryiah, 4.

Q: What’s your favorite part 
of Christmas?

A: Family time with our cousins.

Watch the Sanpete Messenger Facebook 
page for a short video featuring Adyson, 

Paycee and Aryiah talking about Christmas. 
A new video featuring one of the children 

interviewed for this magazine wil be posted 
approximately every five days during the 

Christmas season. 

COURTESY REBECCA BOWN WITHERS

Seen here cuddling on the bed, (L-R) Adysen, Rebecca, Aryiah and Paycee Withers make up a little Gunnison family who loves Christmas, and despite 
being a single-working mom, Rebecca is devoted to long-running family traditions that teach her daughters to shun the commercialism Christmas 
can revolve around and focus on family and togetherness instead.

Continued on page 19
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1974           Celebrating 44 years!         2018

Continued on page 20

Continued from 18 
 Each year, the little family also bundles up to go cut 
their own tree.
 “Last year was so cold,” Paycee says. Rebecca says 
getting the tree can take a while because they are very 
picky when it comes to Christmas trees and it “has to 
have the perfect look.”
 When Christmas Day comes, the girls get gifts that 
follow a structure that their mother created to encour-
age gratitude and reflection on the holiday, but still be 
fun and surprising. They get something to wear (the 
pajamas, which they get early), one thing they want, 
one thing they need, one thing to read and one thing 
to honor their religious beliefs.
 Unlike many children who have their noses in front 
of a computer screen or tablet all day, the Withers girls 
are happy to get new books to read, and invariably, 
Rebecca says, the girls spend a big part of Christmas 
Day in their new pajamas cuddled up with new books. 
Adysen and Paycee help their sister, Aryiah, read her 
books.
 While Paycee and Aryiah both say they like books 
about magic, Adysen loves mystery novels and for a very 
pragmatic reason.
 “I like the mystery novels because I want to be a 
policewoman,” she says. “I thought if I read a lot of 
mystery novels, I could get better at solving mysteries, 
and I could do my job better and help and protect people 
better.”
 Rebecca and the girls say they are looking forward 
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to this Christmas. The girls try to get 
their mom to tell them what their new 
pajamas are like. Of course, Rebecca 
keeps quiet, except to say she is partic-
ularly proud of this year’s nightwear. 

She bought the pajamas a month ago 
after seeing them and thinking they 
were perfect.
 “I can’t wait to show them,” she says 
“I know they’re going to love them!” 

Continued from 19 

Red Wing boots
Levi’s
Wrangler
Clothing
Puzzles
Heater �lters
Rain gear
Bridles
Gloves
Safety vests
Rain gear
Area heaters
Case knives
Tools
Garden needs
Floodlights
Work lights
Flashlights
Mousetraps
Disc golf

835-4351
Manti

Licensed Plumbing
HVAC and Electrical

Select kid’s boots now 50% off 
(while supplies last)

COURTESY REBBECA BOWN WITHERS

Rebecca Withers (back), a Gunnison single mom, with daughters Paycee (left), Aryiah and Adysen.  

www.mantihouseinn.com

Holiday
Parties

(435) 835-0161
info@mantihouseinn.com

Lighted Floats, Royalties, Mayor and Council, Groups, 
Businesses, Church Groups and more ... Bring the kids 
to the Greenwood Student Center after the parade for 
hot cocoa, fun activities, and let them visit with Santa.
Following all the fun.... a spectacular FIREWORKS show
at the Ephraim Family Park!

Ephraim City Light Parade
Saturday, Dec. 1 at 7 p.m.

Parade starts at 200 S. Main then East on College Ave to 200 E.
(line up at 6:30 p.m.)

Contact Anne Fonville for parade information 
801-362-1038 or eafonville@gmail.com.
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Santa says, ““Save time, money, and hassle.  
Find your bargains right here in Sanpete County.”

SHOP SANPETE FIRST!
Sanpete Economic Development
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By James Tilson

 FOUNTAIN GREEN —When they 
got together and several months later 
got married, Lyman and Brynn Comp-
ton were just “a couple of kids looking 
for a good time.” 
 That fun-loving attitude carries 
over to way they celebrate Christmas, 
which is a mix of standard traditions 
with some novelty thrown in. 
 “It seems kind of boring, but we 
try to make everything as iconic as 
possible,” Lyman says. “That means 
Christmas trees, presents, stockings, 
getting together with family and egg 
nog.” But he neglected to mention the 
time they got a helium balloon and a 
big birthday card for Jesus.  
 Above all, the Comptons believe 
the material trappings are not the 
most important part of Christmas. 

They have experienced financial ups 
and downs. For them, Christmas 
means finding joy in whatever form it 
may come in that year.
 “We’ve been up and down, feast 
or famine, so the kids don’t expect 
anything in particular from year to 
year. When it does come, the kids are 
always grateful,” Lyman says.
 Lyman and Brynn met at a dance 
in Salt  Lake City.  He was 27 and 
“well-seasoned,” and she was 21. When 
they met, she was getting ready to go 
on her mission for the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Her dad, 
the bishop, was helping to prepare 
her papers. When her father saw they 
were serious, he told her to give the 
papers back. They were married seven 
months “to the day” after their first 
date.
 Now they’ve been married 17 years 

and have eight children. Malachi, 16, is 
the oldest. Then there is Eden, 14; Re-
bekah, 12; Hanah, 10; Isiah, 8; Rachel, 
6; Joshua, 3; and little Jeremiah, who 
is only 1.
 They started out in the Glendale 
area of Salt Lake City, a low-income 
area with quite a bit of crime. A friend 
from Sanpete County told Lyman 
about living in Spring City, and Lyman 
decided it made sense to move there.
 “I was willing to quit my job. and 
move here, and just figure it out,” he 
says.
 Their house in Spring City was a 
“pioneer house,” which meant it really 
wasn’t big enough for their family. 
 They looked for a bigger place and 
found their current house in Fountain 
Green. It was not only bigger but new-

The Comptons
Fountain Green family hosts fun-loving, meaningful Christmas celebrations

With so many kids, a stretch limo makes for an ideal means of transportation. The Compton family is, from left to right: Isiah, Malachi, Eden, Rachel, 
Rebekah, Joshua, Hanah, Lyman, Brynn, and Jeremiah.

In the words 
of a child

Rachel Compton, 6

Q: What’s your favorite part 
of Christmas? 

A: “When we go downstairs 
to see what Santa brought, 

we line up like a choo-choo!” 

Watch the Sanpete Messenger Facebook 
page for a short video featuring Rachel 
talking about Christmas. A new video 

featuring one of the children interviewed for 
this magazine wil be posted approximately 

every five days during the Christmas season. Continued on page 24
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er, with space for new arrivals. “It’s a great house 
for kids,” Lyman says. 
 Some of the Compton Christmas traditions are 
traditional. The family turns on holiday music the 
day after Halloween. Lyman looks forward to getting 
egg nog “the very first day it becomes available.” 
When it is discontinued, he goes into mourning, he 
says.
 “The family draws names of a family member to 
give presents to, and on Christmas Eve, we’ll open 
the one given by other family members,” Eden, 14, 
explains. “Then the rest come on Christmas morn-
ing.”
 The children all have stockings, which are kept 
in the parents’ bedroom. On Christmas morning, 
promptly at 6 a.m., all the kids come to the bedroom 
to see what’s in their stockings. Usually, there is 
some kind of food item for breakfast. One year, “we 
had pop-tarts!” Rachel,6, says excitedly
 After checking the stockings, Rachel says, “We 
all line up like a choo-choo to go downstairs to see 
what Santa brought.” And, their dad says, “It’s al-
ways a surprise.”
 Hanah, 10, likes to hear “A Christmas Carol” by 
Charles Dickens read out loud on Christmas. And 
the family always watches the famous James Stew-
art movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
 But some of their Christmas traditions are not 
so traditional. Lyman says they have collected dif-
ferent things over the years, including getting a new 
decoration or ornament every year. 
 One year when they lived in Spring City and were 
pretty tight, they collected buckeyes from a tree in 
town and strung them together to make decorations 
for their tree.
 Another year, they went to Walmart. Lyman and 
Brynn split the kids between them to go inside. An 
elderly lady stopped Lyman and Brynn separately 
and gave each them a $100 bill. When they got back 
to the car, they discovered they had both met the 
same lady.
 It seems every year “we will develop a theme,” 
Lyman said. One year, the kids received camping 
gear so it was the camping year. Another year was 
the Disney year, and another year was the Star 
Wars year. “We have fun with it, and don’t take it 
too seriously.”
 And sometimes, the family does silly things. 
Lyman remembers one year when they got a lot of 
helium balloons and really big birthday card for 
Jesus.
 The Comptons own a limo that doubles as the 
family car (a useful vehicle when you have eight 
children). They remember when they had a really 
good financial year after several bad years and 
splurged. 
 Lyman says they got a big screen TV, a Blu-ray 
DVD player and a live Christmas tree. He remem-
bers having all the kids and all the Christmas loot 
in the back of the limo—and then stuffing the live 
tree in, too.

Come visit us at the 
Norbest Retail Outlet 

in Moroni...

TM

Lorem ipsum. 

Norbest Retail Outlet
306 West 300 South, Moroni, Utah*
Phone: 435-536-8216

...and stock up on our  Ranch Raised Whole Young Turkeys & Bone-In Breasts, 
All Natural Family Tradition Whole Young Turkeys, and other delicious turkey products. 

*From Manti go north on Main St. / US-89N.  Continue to follow US-89 for 
11.7 mi. (past Ephraim, UT)  to UT-132 .  Turn left onto UT-132 and go 7.3 mi. 
to Moroni, UT.  Turn left onto E. Main Street / UT-116.  Continue for .7 mi.  on 
Main St. to 300 West.  Turn left on 300 West 2 blocks to 300 South 
and turn right.  Your destination is on your left.  

www.norbest.com

Continued from 22 
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462-2427
Mt. Pleasant
Jeff & Trish Rasmussen
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The Hansens
Thanksgiving to Christmas packed with family traditions for Spring City family

By Suzanne Dean
 
 SPRING CITY—For the Bryan and Kaylen Hansen 
family of Spring City, the days between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas are packed with activity.
 They go to the canyon to cut down Christmas trees. 
They devote a Family Home Evening to decorating 
their own tree. They shop. They go to two big family 
parties. Everybody in the family gets not one, but two, 
Christmas stockings. Finally, after the kids struggle 
to get to sleep, Christmas morning comes, and after 
reading about the birth of Jesus in the Bible, they open 
gifts, one family member at a time.
 Some of their holiday activities are for the immedi-
ate family. But at least three times during the holidays, 
they get together with grandparents, brothers and 

In the words 
of a child

Madex Hansen, 8

Q: Is Christmas the hardest night to 
get to sleep? 

A: “Well we usually plug in the Christ-
mas tree so it looks really cool in the 

dark before we go to bed. How I get to 
sleep on Christmas Eve is I just think 
about the presents and go to sleep so 

it’s faster until the next day.” 

Watch the Sanpete Messenger Facebook page for a 
short video featuring Madex talking about Christmas. A 
new video featuring one of the children interviewed for 

this magazine wil be posted approximately every five 
days during the Christmas season.

PHOTO COURTESY KAYLEN HANSEN 

The Bryan and Kaylen Hansen family: In rear are Ehva, 10; Bryan and Kaylen; and Abby, 2. In front are Carter, 6; Page, 4; and 
Madex, 8.

Continued on page 27
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sisters, and nieces and nephews (in 
other words, their children’s cousins).  
 The Hansens have had a child every 
other year for a decade. Ehva is 10; Ma-
dex, 8; Carter, 6; Paige, 4; and Abby, 2.
 What do the kids like best about all 
the preparing and celebrating?
 “We get to see all our friends and 
family,” Ehva, 10, says. 
 “We celebrate Christ’s birthday,” 
Carter, 6, says. “Every day of Christ-
mas we get to watch movies (as a fam-
ily).”
 “There’s no work or school, and 
we get to spend time with our family,” 
Madex, 8, says. “It’s snowing, and you 
can have fun in the snow.” 
 Kaylen grew up in Moroni and 
Bryan in Herriman, Salt Lake County. 
But siblings from both their fami-
lies get together the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, along with pickups and 
a side-by-side ATV pulling a trailer to 
venture into Spring City Canyon.
 Depending on the year, there can 
be 16 to 30 people, Kaylen says, and the 
group typically harvests five trees.  
 Four-year-old Paige remembers 
last year. “You and me were in the car 
when daddy was driving, and then we 
stopped by the mountain,” she tells 
her mother.
 “It’s always cold out there,” Ehva 
says. “The last couple of years, there’ve 
been 10 inches (of snow).”
 “Me and Kayson (a cousin) kept 
slipping down the hill,” Carter remem-
bers. 
 Madex describes the whole process 
in a few words. “We stop at a place. 
And then we walk around finding our 
tree. Then we tie it on the trailer and 
take it back down...Sometimes we 
have to cut the top off our tree because 
it’s too big.”
  Typically on the next Monday 
night after cutting their tree, the 
Hansens decorate the tree, their living 
room and the exterior of the house. 
 They put balls on the tree, Ehva 
says. “They’re usually purple, pink and 
silver, and they have little sparkles.”
 “And sometimes at school we make 
stuff to put on the tree, and we just 
keep it to decorate every year,” Madex 
says.
 According to Ehva, “When we deco-
rate the tree, we always have the green 
thing that holds up the tree, and we 
have a piece of fabric that goes around 
it (the tree skirt). And every day we 
have to water the tree.”
 The exterior lighting is Kaylen’s, 

the mom’s, specialty. By the end of 
November, it’s so dark when her hus-
band gets home that it’s not practical 
for him to string lights after work. So 
Kaylen has done the task for 10 of the 
12 years they’ve been married, “even 
when I’ve been pregnant,” she says. 
 The next activity is shopping. Each 
child gives a gift to one brother or 
sister. Sometimes, one of the parents 
takes some of the kids to a dollar store. 
More often, everybody goes together 
to a larger store. They split up, with 
one parent taking some of the kids and 
the other the rest. 
 And to make sure the gifts remain 
a surprise, “we usually cover them up 
with something,” Ehva says. “Like my 
dad will go and get our present with 
the shopping cart and cover it with a 
coat.” 
 The Hanson family party is usually 
held at one of Bryan’s brother’s homes 
in Eagle Mountain (Utah County). Typ-
ically, people bring white elephants—
some very nice white elephants. Last 
year, for instance, Madex got a sleep-
ing bag as a white elephant and Paige 
got a stuffed white horse. 
 Last year, everybody put their 
white-elephant gifts under the tree. 
Then the whole group played bingo. 
Each time somebody won a bingo 
game, he or she chose a white ele-
phant, and from there, was out of the 
game. When everybody had a white 
elephant, bingo was over.
 During the season, there’s another 
extended family party, this one at the 
home of Kaylen’s parents, Mick and 
Carolyn Michie of Moroni. 
 After a big meal, everyone gath-
ers in the living room for stockings. 
Grandma Carolyn has a stocking ev-
eryone in the family. That’s more than 
20 stockings in all. “And they have a 
stocking holder that my dad made that 
holds them all,” Kaylen says. 
 Last year,      ’s stocking contained a 
coloring book, a yo-yo, a pocket knife 
and some Sour Patch Kids (a sour can-
dy treat). 
 During the evening, the grandchil-
dren put on a nativity program for the 
adults. Roles the Hansen children 
have played include Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, wise men, an angel and a 
donkey. While the kids pose, Kaylen 
reads a story of Jesus’s birth out of a 
nativity story book. 
 Before everybody goes home, they 
get two more gifts from the grandpar-
ents—a white elephant and a “nice” 

gift. Some years, they have opened the 
gifts there at the party. Other years, 
they have taken them home to open 
the next morning.
 By the time the family gets home 
from the Michie party, Christmas 
excitement is reaching its peak. “We 
usually plug in the Christmas tree so 
it looks really cool in the dark,” Madex 
says. “And they we go to bed...How I 
get to sleep...is I just think about the 
presents and go to sleep so it’s faster 
until the next day.”
 “I lay there for a really long time 
until I fall asleep,” Ehva says, “and then 
it doesn’t seem very long before I wake 
up.”
 On Christmas morning, the kids 
are up by 6 a.m. to get a second stock-
ing from Santa. But before they open 
other gifts from siblings, from their 
grandparents or from Santa, the fam-
ily reads the Christmas story from the 
Bible. 
 Finally, it’s time for presents. And 
even through they go around the room 
and watch each person open one gift 
at a time, “it seems like it doesn’t take 
very long,” Kaylen says.

 The gifts  are tailored to each 
child’s interests. Last year, Ehva got a 
parrot, a picture of Jesus, a popsicle 
maker and two Lego sets. Madex got 
a remote-control car, a toy camper 
truck, and a toy trailer with two toy 
four-wheelers. 
 Carter got a train set. Little Paige 
got a princess outfit, complete with a 
dress, crown, shoes and play makeup. 
Abby, who was only 1, got a Violet doll 
that sings songs and says the ABCs. 
She also got a hooded towel.
 But throughout their visit with the 
Messenger, the children talked more 
about family relationships, about 
“running around” with the cousins 
and doing things with each other than 
about their gifts. 
 Ehva said of her parents, “They’re 
nice. We’re spoiled.” 
 And 4-year-old Paige had a special 
question for her mom. “Mama,” she 
asked, “when is Santa going to come 
to our house?” 
 “On Christmas,” her mother re-
plied.
 “I think Santa’s going to give me a 
kiss,” she said.

Continued from 26 
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The Johnsons
Despite numerous moves, family has forged many traditions

In the words 
of a child

Aden Johnson, 7

Q: “What do you do on Christmas eve?”  

A: “Usually when it’s Christmas, and 
time to deliver presents, we turn on 

Google Earth and we look at (whether) 
Santa’s coming to our spot yet. And 
when we hear him come down the 

chimney, we hurry and turn 
(the computer) off and go to bed.”

Watch the Sanpete Messenger Facebook page for a 
short video featuring Aden talking about Christmas. A 

new video featuring one of the children interviewed for 
this magazine wil be posted approximately every five 

days during the Christmas season. 

By Suzanne Dean

 EPHRAIM—For a family that has moved around for many 
of the past 10 years while Dad went to medical school, did a 
residency and started his career, the Brett and Jeannie John-
sons have developed quite a few holiday traditions. 
 They’ve focused on making sure their children, Sadie, 11; 
Trace, 9 and Aden, 7, get a balanced view of the season. 
 Their celebration includes decorating, going on drives to 
see Christmas lights, making treats, and buying and wrapping 
presents. 
 At the same time, they remember the Savior. They light 
candles and talk about what the birth of Christ meant to the 
world. They have a special, religiously oriented Christmas 
tree. They even drop slips of paper into a special white stock-
ing to tell what gift they will give Jesus in the coming year, 
such as kindness or service. 
 The message from the parents has gotten across. When 
Trace was asked what feelings he has at Christmastime, he 

Continued on page 30

The Johnson family in front of a small tree the children decorate with ornaments they’ve made. At back are Jeannie and 
Brett. In front are Trace, 9; Sadie, 11; and Aden, 7. 
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Making treats is a big part of Christmas in the Johnson home. From left are Sadie, Aden and Trace. 

said, “I get excited. I think about the presents and treats 
that are coming. I also think about family and why the 
holiday is actually here, which is, it’s Jesus’s birthday, 
a time of joy, love and peace.”
 The Johnson spent time in Denver, where Brett went 
to medical school. From there, they moved to Sierra 
Vista, Ariz., near the Arizona-Mexico border, where he 
did his residency. Just before moving to Ephraim last 
summer, Brett was working in a rural hospital in the 
Idaho panhandle, while his wife and the kids were liv-
ing in South Jordan, and Jeannie was finishing college 
herself. 
 Brett has taken over Dr. Darrell Olson’s position as a 
family practitioner at the Ephraim IHC Clinic. His other 
specialty is emergency medicine. He is medical director 
of emergency services at Sanpete Valley Hospital and 
takes some ER shifts at the Sevier Valley Hospital in 
Richfield. It’s a very busy schedule. 
 To top that off, the family is building a home in 
Manti. And Brett has been called to the bishopric of a 
Manti ward in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, even though the family doesn’t live in Manti yet. 
 The family makes a point of waiting until after 
Thanksgiving to get going on Christmas. One of the first 
things they do is participate in Operation Christmas 
Child, a program sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, an 
international relief organization. 
 Samaritan’s Purse delivers 10 million shoeboxes 
each Christmas season to children around the world 
affected by poverty, war or natural disaster. 
 “Each of the children does a shoebox for a child who 
is in their age group,” Jeannie explains. In most years, 
the family receives an email telling them what country 
the boxes went to.  
 Last year, Aden put Legos, an activity book, a flash 
light and a yo-yo in the box he sent to a boy his age. 
 Trace was asked if he ever imagined who might get 
his box. “I think of a kid my age, maybe in Africa or 
something,” he said. “The church members come and 
give him the box, and the kid opens it, and says, ‘Wow!’” 
 In early December, the family starts decorating. 
Typically, they take one afternoon into the evening to 
put up three different Christmas tree.
 “The kids have their own tree...that they get to dec-
orate with the ornaments they’ve made in school” over 
the years, Jeannie said. 
 When the family first started having a kids tree, 
all the ornaments were in front together, but now the 
decorations are more evenly distributed, Brett said. 
 Nonetheless, Aden expressed a concern about the 
tree the kids would be decorating this year. “What if it 
looks crappy?” he asked.  
 The Johnsons put up the main tree in the living 
room and decorate it to be “pretty,” Jeannie said. They 
also have a garland that they put on a wall or above an 
entryway. It contains ornaments they’ve gathered as a 
family, especially the new ornament her mother gives 
them every year. 
 The third tree is the family’s “Christ tree, dedicated 
to the Savior,” Jeannie explains. It is decorated in red 
and silver with ornaments containing different names 
for Christ, such as “Redeemer,” “Light of the World,” 

and “Son of God.” And of course, it has a star on top. 
 The Johnsons also put up a nativity set that they 
have added to over the years. And they put out a can-
delabra containing five Advent candles. On each of the 
four Sundays before Christmas, they light one of the 
candles. On Christmas Eve, Brett lights the fifth candle. 
 “It’s something that came from my mission in Ger-
many,” Brett said. People in Germany light the candles 
and then share spiritual thoughts. “On Christmas Eve 
we light the (last) candle and talk about Christ and read 
Luke 2.”
 The family also has an Advent calendar covering the 
25 days before Christmas. It has a candy cane marker 
that can be moved along the calendar to show how close 
it is to Christmas. “The kids take turns, or rather fight 
over, moving the candy cane to the next date,” Jeannie 
said. 
 Another thing the children were anxious to talk 
about in their interview with the Messenger was treats. 
  After the trees and decorations are up, “we start 
getting into different kinds of Christmas foods. We get 
into making things,” Trace explained.
 Last year, the children, including sister Sadie, got 
pretzels and smashed a marshmallow and piece of 
chocolate on top of each one. 
 Aden volunteered that his favorite treats are ginger-
bread men and candy canes, but he also likes the “M&M 
things.” 
 About the time the youngsters are making treats, 
the family shops, wraps presents, and puts some of 
the gifts under the tree. But not all of them, Jeannie 
said, especially the ones for the kids, “because they get 
snoopy.”
 In fact, Aden explains, quite a lot of presents come 

from Santa Claus. And if you think about the whole 
world, he said, “Santa puts thousands of presents” 
under Christmas trees. 
 Some years, the family has left surprise gifts on 
neighbors porches, Jeannie said. Then Aden revealed 
something she perhaps didn’t know. “After Christmas, 
we tell who did it,” he said.  
 On Christmas Eve, the family talks about what gift 
they want to give the Savior and puts the notes contain-
ing resolutions in the white stocking. Then they often 
watch a movie, such as “A Christmas Story,” the Walt 
Disney movie about how Santa came to be Santa, or 
“Santa Claus,” the Tim Allen movie. As they watch the 
movie, they drink hot chocolate and eat some of those 
Christmas treats. 
 They also track the progress of Santa on Google 
Earth, Aden said. “We look at (whether) Santa’s coming 
around to our spot yet. And when we hear him come 
down the chimney, we hurry and turn (the computer) 
off and go to bed” 
 Do the Johnson kids get to sleep pretty quickly or 
is it hard to go to sleep on Christmas Eve? they were 
asked. 
 “It’s hard,” Trace said. “We’re usually up all night. 
We’re saying, ‘What’s that?’ We look outside. ‘Are they 
here yet?’ ‘No, go back to bed.’”
 During many years while the kids have been growing 
up, the family has had to pack everything in a compact 
car and travel back to Utah for Christmas, sometimes 
through snowstorms, Brett said.
 Nonetheless, they’ve still managed to establish a 
good number of family traditions. “Our biggest hope 
as we settle down is to have (even) more traditions,” he 
said. 
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150 COLLEGE AVE. • EPHRAIM, UTAH 84627 • 435.283.7478 • WWW.SNOW.EDU
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FRIDAY, NOV. 30TH

AT 7:30PM AT THE ECCLES CENTER
JORGENSEN CONCERT HALL
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY CONCERT

FEATURING
COMMERCIAL MUSIC ENSEMBLE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA • JAZZ ENSEMBLE

ADVANCED WOMEN’S CHOIR • CADENCE • A CAPPELLA CHOIR
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Toys for Tots
 The Sanpete Humanitarian Council is asking for 
volunteers again this year for the annual Toys for 
Tots/Sub for Santa drive. Volunteers will have the 
opportunity to change the lives of up to 1,000 kids 
this Christmas. The big distribution day will be Dec. 
8 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Manti Civic Center, 55 
S. Main. 
 Families with children ages newborn to 14 can 
apply for assistance between now and Dec. 8.  All 
that is required is proof of residency, verification 
that the children receiving gifts are theirs, and 
filling out a small form. There is never any income 
verification. 
 Anyone wanting to donate is asked to bring new, 
unwrapped items such as clothing, toys or blankets 
to the following donation centers:

GUNNISON
GIC Conoco, Ace Hardware, Gunnison Market

 
EPHRAIM 

Snow College, Papa Murphy’s, Walmart, Tractor 
Supply

SPRING CITY
Spring City Hall, Old Watering Hole gas station

MT. PLEASANT
Terrel’s Market, Horseshoe Mountain Hardware, 

Cache Valley Bank

FAIRVIEW
Miller’s Travel Center, Cache Valley Bank, 

Corner Station

FOUNTAIN GREEN
Fountain Green Store

MORONI
Sanpete Conoco, Utah Heritage Credit Union, 

Norbest hardware store

MANTI
Jensen’s Department Store.

 
 For more information, contact Kay Jensen at 
835-8171

Christmas Tree Forest
 The Fairview Museum is inviting Sanpete Coun-
ty residents to participate in its annual Christmas 

Tree Forest. Similar to the Festival of Trees in Salt 
Lake County, the museum accepts tree donations 
from families, businesses and groups. The trees are 
decorated by donors, displayed in the museum for 
a time, and then given to Sanpete families in need. 
 To donate, bring a tree during museum hours 
(Tuesday - Friday noon to 4 p.m.) by Dec. 15. For 
more information call the museum at 427-9216.

Shop with a Cop
 Sanpete County officers are celebrating Christ-
mas by participating in the Shop-with-a- Cop pro-
gram. Officers from all law enforcement agencies in 
the county will join in.
 This program is made possible by the generous 
donations from the community throughout the year. 
To participate, mail a check payable to “Shop with 
a Cop” and drop it at the Ephraim City Hall or give 
it to any law enforcement officer. 
 In partnership with Central Utah Mental Health 
Center and the local schools, children in need are 
selected to participate.
 On Saturday, Dec 1. the children will receive a 

T-shirt and have breakfast with an officer at 8 a.m. 
at McDonald’s. After breakfast, the kids will learn 
about all of the lights and sirens of their sponsoring 
officers’ vehicles on the way to Walmart. Each kid 
receives about $120 from donations and will spend 
about an hour shopping for gifts for themselves and 
their families. Walmart staff will even help wrap the 
gifts before they kids leave the store.

Tree of Angels
 Jensen’s Department Store, 29 N. Main in Manti, 
has teamed up with the Child Abuse Prevention 
Team (CAPT) at Manti High School to help children 
in need through the Tree of Angels. The tree will 
go up in the store the day after Thanksgiving and 
be decorated with angel ornaments representing a 
child in need. Each angel will display the child’s age 
and gender. 
 Residents are invited to come in, select a child 
and purchase gifts for him or her. CAPT members 
will also adopt some of the angels. 

How you can help...
You and your family can make the Christmas season more memorable by 
participating in any of the following Sanpete County charitable efforts. 

Continued on page 38

Kay Jensen of Manti (third from left), chairwoman of the Sanpete County Sub for Santa/Toys for Tots effort, with members of 
the Child Abuse Prevention Team from Manti High School. They are holding toys that will be distributed to needy children in the 
county this year. Pictured are Kaitlyn Ward, Maria Peterson, Kay Jensen, Shelby Tillack, Haven Brewer, Ariah Cherry, Azlyn Ristine, 
Kaydence Draper, Dakota Dumar, Malina Lunt (mother), Rebecca Fitch, MacKenzie Peterson.
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 Kay Jensen, co-owner of Jensen’s, says, “It’s a neat 
thing for the kids receiving the gifts as well as the 
kids helping.” For more information call Jensen’s 
Department store at 835-3131.

5k for Santa
 Gunnison Valley High School is hosting their 
annual 5k for Santa on Saturday, Nov. 24. All par-
ticipants will receive a free T-shirt for the race with 
sign up. Sign up locations are at Rasmussen Ace 
Hardware, Gunnison Valley High School, Gunnison 
City Hall, Gunnison Market and the GIC Conoco. 
 The registration fee is $15, and all proceeds go to 
Sub for Santa Gunnison Valley residents. Check in 
for the race will start at 9 a.m., and the race will be-
gin at 10 a.m. Please make checks payable to “GVHS 
Santa Run.”

Sanpete Pantry
 The Sanpete Pantry is encouraging individuals 
and organizations to hold food drives and donate 
to the less fortunate this holiday season. Donations 
are more important this year  because private do-
nations are down by one-third. To help reach its 
goals for 2018,  the Sanpete Pantry is counting on 
the community.
 The Sanpete Pantry feeds about 300 families 
every month year round.
 Cookies, pie crusts, pie filling, stuffing, noodles, 
beans and soup are especially appreciated at this 
time of year. 
 Donations can be dropped off at the pantry at 
1080 S. Blackhawk Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, 84647 
anytime during business hours (Wednesday and 
Thursday 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Friday 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.). 
 The pantry will be closed for Thanksgiving on 
Thursday, Nov. 22 and Friday, Nov. 23, but regular 
hours resume after that.
 For Christmas, the pantry will be closed Tuesday, 
Dec. 25 and Wednesday, Dec. 26 but will be open 
Thursday, Dec. 27 and Friday, Dec. 28.
 If you would like to donate money instead, the 
pantry can accept cash or checks. You can deliver 
your donation in person or mail it to the address 

above. 
 Donations are accepted all year round, so if you 
end up procrastinating, January and February are 
also great times for donating.

Quarters for Christmas
 Spring City is hosting another Quarters for 
Christmas campaign. Last year, the city raised 
$1,343 with help from the community. All the pro-
ceeds go to KSL-TV, which uses them to buy shoes 
for needy children. 
 On donation day, Saturday, Dec. 1 at 10 a.m., a 
potluck breakfast will be served at the Old School 
Community Center Ballroom. KSL representatives 
will be on hand to collect donations. 
 After the breakfast, KSL Chopper 5 will land 
in the nearby ball field 
bringing Santa and Mrs. 
Claus for the kids. 
 Community members 
as well as local businesses 
are invited to participate.

Ornaments for 
Spring City

 Spring City arts and 
crafts  enthusiasts  are 
encouraged to participate 
in the Das Café Ornament 
fundraiser,  which will 
raise funds for Spring 
City events.

 

Participants can create Christmas ornaments to be 
priced and hung for display on a tree at Das Café. 
There is no limit for how many ornaments may be 
donated, but the deadline for submission is Thurs-
day, Nov. 29.
 Bring finished ornaments to either city offices in 
the Old School or directly to ornament chairperson 
Carla Nelson (161 E. 200 North, Spring City). Please 
do not take ornaments to Das Café. 
 Depending on artistic construction of the orna-
ments, prices can be anywhere from $2.50 to $10. 
The ornaments may be purchased off the tree.

Continued from 36 

The Tree of Angels in Jensen’s Department Store in Manti is 
laden with gifts for children referred because of family need. 

Participants from a few years ago checking in for annual 5K for 
Santa in Gunnison.

Santa and Mrs. Claus get out of the KSL Chopper 5 last year at 
the Spring City Old School Community Center. The town gave 
up its Christmas Party and donated the proceeds to Quarters for 
Christmas, the KSL program that buys shoes for needy children. 
Townspeople gathered additional cash donations. In lieu of the 
party, residents brought food for a potluck breakfast the morning 
Chopper 5 came to pick up the donations.
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