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 The Sanpete Messenger’s Beautiful Yards of Sanpete County issue 
is evolving, and this year we think it is better than ever.
 When we first came up with the idea of Beautiful Yards, the 
whole point was to encourage people to take pride in what they 
have, big or small, fancy or simple.
 Each year we have spent weeks gathering entries, nominations 
and keeping our eyes open for beautiful yards and properties.
 After a careful selection process aided by the master gardener 
Jason Gibbens of Manti, one of the county’s most dedicated and 
experienced experts on growing, we compiled a special section 
of the newspaper totally dedicated to recognizing these gems of 
Sanpete County.
 Last year the Messenger won an award for Beautiful Yards from 
the Utah Press Association: Best Community Event.
 A lot of time and effort goes into the entire process, and many 
hours are spent combing the county from tip to tip.
 Gibbens believes taking care of your yard is one of the very rare 
forms of service that directly benefits both the community and 
oneself.
 “These people are making a difference in their communities,” 
Gibbens says. “They might not realize it, but they are setting exam-
ples for everyone. People who drive by enjoy the visuals, and other 
people in the neighborhood see it and (sometimes) follow suit.”
 Each year there have been some changes to the contest to try 
and improve it, and this year the Messenger is making it less about 
direct competition and more about community recognition. 
 The homeowners being recognized this year are not necessarily 
“ranked” but instead are featured in various capacities with recog-
nition for what they are doing right with their yards and gardens.
 But just because we’re not using the same first, second, third 
place structure as we have the last few years does not mean there 
isn’t anything in it for the honorees.
 Out of the yards we chose to recognize this year, Lamar and 
Caroline Bartholomew’s earned the distinction of being Gibben’s 
“Judge’s Top Pick.”  
 The Bartholomews will receive more than $400 worth of prizes 
in store credit from our generous sponsors: Horseshoe Mountain 
Home Center in Mt. Pleasant, IFA in Ephraim, and Ace Rasmus-
sen and GIC in Gunnison. In total, $1,000 worth in prizes will be 
distributed to the homeowners of the beautiful yards featured this 

Grow guru Jason Gibbens examines a weeping mulberry tree during the judging of Dr. Richard Nay and Lori Nay’s Gunnison City 
property. Gibbens is one of the most Sanpete County’s most experienced and qualified gardeners and soil scientists.

year and all of them will receive a share in the prizes to recognize 
their efforts.
 The last few years have posed some challenges, most specifically 
the drought. The general consensus last year was that it was way 
too dry to have a nice yard and garden, but we still found people 
who put in the effort and yet remained responsible with their water 
usage.

 This year the drought attitude has waned, but many still are 
taking a careful approach, thinking things might dry up after they 
take the time to weed, plant and water all season.
 Despite those challenges, this year’s Beautiful Yards is our most 
extensive yet, and we are honored to present to you some of the 
Sanpete County residents who put in the work and investment to 
make what they have shine.

By Robert Stevens
rstevens@sanpetemessenger.com

Managing editor

 For Lamar and Carolyn 
Bartholomew of Fayette, tak-
ing care of their log home and 
immaculate lawn and gardens 
is a never ending project they 
embrace as a cherished hobby.
 They like to do all the 
work themselves and Lamar 
says he loves landscaping 
almost as much as fishing.
 He spends several hours a 
day working in his yard, but 
hardly considers it work. The 
time is well spent. “For us, 
this is a project that continues 
on from year to year,” Lamar 
says. “It is exciting to look 
ahead to next year and see 
what we are going to do.”
 The Bartholomews live 
in a beautiful log cabin style 
home that requires a lot of 
high maintenance. “We have 
to re-stain about every five 
years,” Lamar says. Of course, 
Lamar does the painting him-
self; it’s all part of the project.  

 The home is surrounded 
by garden beds planted with 
trees, shrubs and flowers. The 
Bartholowmews like to plant 
a lot of yellow flowers because 
they go well with the log 
home, Lamar says, and yellow 
is his wife’s favorite color.
 The house is also sur-
rounded by a plush and very 
green grass lawn. Lamar uses 
irrigation water to keep it 
thriving and he fertilizes it 
three times a year. He also 
sprays for insects once or 
twice a year as needed.
 He attributes his plush 
yard to good maintenance; 
and he says an important 
part of keeping his lawn so 
healthy is renting out a lawn 
dethatcher each spring. This 
procedure removes all the 
dead debris, provides a more 
vibrant air and water flow 
and also keeps the weeds out, 
Lamar says.

(Above): Bartholomews of Fayette take care of their beautiful log home 
and the immaculate yard by themselves, calling the work an exciting 
project that goes on year after year.

(Right): Lamar and Carolyn Bartholomew

TOP PICK
Fayette:  Lamar, Carolyn Bartholomew

 Bartholomews 
 cherished hobby
 is not work

Beautiful yards good for owners, good for community

Thank you
to our
terrific
sponsors!

Beautiful yards good for owners, good for community
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283-6002
• Weed control & fertilization of lawn
• Insect control, indoor & outdoor
• Convenient monthly payments

Year-round
protection
package

With EcoLife Lawn Fuel, 
you can keep your lawn well fed 
and weed free all year-round.

Angie Larson at the Ephraim branch 
of Utah Heritage Credit Union

 One of the things that set Aar-
on Parry apart from the other 
home-owners in Beautiful Yards 
2019 is easily the fact that he is so 
young in comparison to the other 
homeowners being recognized.
 Parry, 33, and his wife Katie, 
32, own an Ephraim home tucked 
behind Walmart. He says, through 
a process of trial and error, he has 
slowly transformed it into the metic-
ulously groomed yard you see today.
 “My wife and I would see things 
I liked at other people’s places,” Parry 
says. “Then we would try to do it in 
our own way to our place.”
 The landscape of Parry’s home 
is clean and immaculate, having 
been tended to by them alone each 
step along the way. The flower beds 
are weed-free and populated by a 
great selection of flowers, trees and 
bushes. The lines in the grass are 
impossibly neat and the trimming 
is equally flawless.
 Aaron says he and his wife do it 
as a labor of love, and prefer working 
on their yard to lounging about.
 “I enjoy being out working in the 
yard rather than sitting down and 
watching TV,” Parry says. “I grew 
up helping my dad who was always 
tinkering in his yard, and I just like 
to be outside. I would also say me 

and my wife are maybe a little OCD.”
 The irrigation and sprinkler 
system has obviously been designed 
for effectiveness, as is evident by the 
grass and its lush green appearance.
 Parry isn’t shy about the fact that 
he has had plenty of errors in his trial 
and error process, but has learned 
from each one and moved forward 
with improvements.
 “I have had a lot of plants that 
have died, but I would go visit dif-
ferent nurseries and ask questions 

about what will grow well in our 
area,” he says.
 That attitude sets the young 
family apart. 
 “Learning from our mistakes 
is what makes us better,” says Jason 
Gibbens, contest judge. “Aaron’s 
enthusiasm and willingness to roll 
his sleeves up is commendable. He is 
a great example for the community 
of what is possible, and for such a 
young family to be handling it all 
himself is very impressive.”

One look at Aaron Parry’s self-made Ephraim home and yard is all it takes to be impressed 
with his meticulous care and determination.

Aaron Parry erecting a pergola in 
his backyard. Parry has done all the 
work on his yard, putting in more 
than seven years of effort into the 
labor of love.

 Moroni City has some 
beautiful properties, but Tim 
and Leslie Keisel might just 
have the “whole package.”
 This is the belief of Messen-
ger judge Jason Gibbens, who 
says he was very impressed 
by much of what the Keisel’s 
property had to offer.
 “It looks great from pretty 
much any angle,” Gibbens 
says.
 And you can get a good 
look at it from any angle too, 
because the yard is short on 
fencing and long on open 
views from any corner of the 
property.
 Leslie says it has taken her 
and her husband 20 years to 
get the yard where it’s at right 
now, and the key to making 
and keeping it beautiful has 
been to chip at it each day and 
not allow too much work to 
accumulate.
 “It’s a constant thing most-
ly,” Leslie says. “The prep in 
the spring and with cleanup in 

Tim and Leslie Keisel of Moroni have a gorgeous and colorful property with some of the best looking grass we have seen all year. 
The lack of fencing allows all who drive by to admire the open, country-air feeling of the property. 

the fall, we spend a lot of time, 
but once you put in that ini-
tial work, you have less work 

through the season. Even still, 
it takes a little bit every day.’’
 Leslie says the need to keep 

up the yard regularly is most 
obvious when they return 
from a trip.

 “We travel a lot,” she says. 
“When we get back home, the 
work left not done can stack 

up. Tackling a little bit here 
and there keeps it minimized.”
 The thick green grass is 
some of the most inviting of 
any we saw while canvass-
ing the county for beautiful 
yards, and colorful flowers 
populate flower beds along-
side the house.
 Leslie says the secret in 
the lawn is ensuring that 
enough healthy topsoil sup-
ports the grass.
 “It makes a major differ-
ence in the look and feel,” she 
says.
 In addition to the beau-
tiful lawn, a healthy veggie 
garden sits in the backyard 
growing squash, peppers and 
more.
 “My favorite part of the 
year is right now,” she says. 
“All the flowers are in bloom 
and not to mention harvest-
ing the garden. It’s wonderful 
how much food you can pro-
duce in a small bit of land.”   

Family’s Moroni property looks great from any angle

Young family has learned from 
mistakes to produce terrific yard 

Aaron and Katie Parry, with 
their children: (Left to right) 
Bostyn, Knox and Londyn.

Ephraim: Aaron, Katie Parry

Moroni: Tim, Leslie Keisel
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We congratulate the winners of the 
Sanpete Beautiful Yard Contest winners!

We’re glad to provide the tools and 
services they needed for their yards!

1095 S. State, Mt. Pleasant • 462-0100

 One visit to Gunnison City Councilman Blake Donald-
son’s home is all it takes to see that plenty of thought, effort 
and creativity went into its creation.
 “It’s really taken a lot of work and time over many years,” 
Donaldson says jokingly. “Not to mention it cost me an 
Achilles tendon once too.”
 The home, which is nestled against a creek bed near the 
entrance to Farmer’s Freeway in Gunnison City, is a treat for 
anyone who sees it driving by. Donaldson has been improving 
upon it each year since first moving in in the 1970s
 “Even if you judge it by just the front yard, it’s really nice,” 
says judge Jason Gibbens, “But when you get in the back you 
see it’s really had some enormous effort put into it.”
 The front yard is clean and immaculate, with water wise 
design concepts, says Gibbens. A small wooden bridge 
crosses a rock creek bed that matches the swooping curves 
and lines of the rest of the yard. 
 In general, the aesthetics of the property are very flowing, 
with well-executed transitions between the various areas.
 “This is a real case of rock artisanship,” adds Gibbens, 
in reference to the highly creative use of various colors and 
variety of rock used in the front, side yard and back yard. 
Through the use of the different rocks, Donaldson (who 

The front yard of Gunnison City Councilman Blake Donaldson’s property features beautiful and creative rockwork, sweeping curves 
and attention to detail in all respects while still remaining very water wise.

does all his work himself ) has created a striking amount of 
contrast and interest through his design choices.
 A lush and healthy vegetable garden is ringed by colorful 
Zinnia flowers, creating both beauty and extra pollination 

for the other things growing in Donaldson’s property.
 As if the yard isn’t nice enough already, Donaldson says 
he isn’t done improving on it yet.

 When you walk through the breezeway into 
Bud and Dana Keisel’s backyard you are imme-
diately greeted with an incredible selection of 
flowers.
 “My wife really knows what she is doing with 
flowers,” says Bud. “You have to really love being 
outdoors and in nature. It takes a lot of work, 
and it takes a good wife. She has a real knack 
for it, but I give all the credit to my wife.”
 The Keisels have lived on their Manti prop-
erty since 1974, and grow a vegetable garden as 
well, although bud admits this year has been a 
tough one for the veggies.
 “It’s been really strange,” he says. “We had all 
that rain, but it’s been very hot and things are 

struggling a little. My tomatoes 
just aren’t where they were last 
year. I am not sure exactly why, 
but it hasn’t been for lack of water. 
The irrigation company deserves 
some credit for how well they 
have kept the water flowing this 
year.”

 Even driving by, a glimpse of their stunning 
backyard can be seen through the breezeway. 
The front yard is equally clean and has a lovely 
selection of flowers and other vegetation, but it’s 
the secluded backyard getaway that makes the 
Keisel’s property so special.
 “It’s very homey and very comfortable,” said 
judge Jason Gibbens, “There is attention to detail 
everywhere you look, and the flowers are diverse 
and extremely colorful. “
 Other features dot the property of course, 
including two play houses which are surrounded 
by flowers, and a wooden bridge that crosses the 
creek coming off Manti Canyon and leads to the 
garden.
 Gibbens says the design and layout of the 
landscape takes advantage of the creek, and the 
space available to use. 
 “To get a beautiful yard it takes a beautiful 
wife, a lot of work and the good hand of the 
Lord,” Bud says. “It’s the Lord’s, and I have always 
looked at my yard as a little Garden of Eden.”

The front yard of Bud and Dana Keisel of Manti is a neighborhood gem, and even more is going 
on in the backyard.

(Above) The backyard of the Keisel’s Manti home is dominated by colorful flowers in sweeping 
beds which surround two playhouses. The property sits against the Manti creek, and a wood 
bridge crosses it to allow access to the other side. (Right) curved curb adds to graceful feel of yard.

Flowers bring yard to life, making 
it like a ‘little Garden of Eden’

Gunnison: Blake, Karen Donaldson

Curving xeriscapes 
mesh with designed 
lawns and bushes

Manti: Bud, Dana Keisel
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37 E. 700 N., Ephraim
283-3242

IF YOU WANT YOUR HOUSE
TO LOOK AS GOOD ON
THE INSIDE AS IT DOES
ON THE OUTSIDE ...

Countertops
Tiling

Flooring

Congraulations from Ephraim City!

Ephraim City congratulates Aaron Parry, 170 W. 700 North, for his years of 
hard work that have created one of the most beautiful yards in Sanpete 
County.

Thank you, Aaron, and numerous homeowners throughout Sanpete County
who help beautify our community through their work on their individual prop-
erties. 

 The Ephraim home of Sherron Andreasen is a special 
place, but don’t expect it to look like the other places in town.
 Andreasen is a devoted history enthusiast, and anyone 
who has been inside her exquisitely self-restored home knows 
that, but it takes a little more knowledge to recognize how 
the yard is something special too.
 The property is a great example of what judge Jason 
Gibbens refers to as “post-pioneer.” Extensive use of local 
indigenous plants and repurposed local resources set the yard 
apart from some of the other places in the neighborhood.
 “This is not a Home Depot kind of yard,” Gibbens says. 
“It is extremely authentic.”

 Andreasen’s yard has some wonderfully 
nice touches, like a giant willow tree that 
towers in the front yard, offering shade and 
comfort to anyone who sits beneath it.
 Thyme grows across the walkway to her 
front door, cushioning your step and cleaning 
your feet via its antibiotic properties, says 
Gibbens.
 In the rear of the property, Andreasen 
grows more vegetables and herbs in a garden 
she built for her late husband.
 “It is a memorial garden for my late hus-
band,” she says.  

A giant old willow tree offers 
shade for anyone who visits 
Sherron Andreasen’s Ephraim 
home, which is designed to 
channel the spirit of the pio-
neers through vegetation and 
aesthetic choices.

Judge Jason Gibbens talks 
with Ephraim’s Sherron An-
dreasen in her front yard 
during the process of sur-
veying the yards chosen for 
recognition this year.

Historic preservation 
oozes from Ephraim home

 Driving through Mayfield Town, 
one can find lots of little houses on 
top of dusty hilltops, but Charlotte 
and William Christiansen’s place is 
different.
 The first thing you notice when 
you pull up is the terracing, con-
structed with big stones in layers.
 “The place really stands out in 
the community,” says judge Jason 
Gibbens, “The terracing is extremely 
well done and it creates some really 
nice vegetation zones.”
 Gibbens says the terracing also 
allows the yard to avoid some of 
the pitfalls of being on an incline. 
A diverse selection of trees grow 
along all the levels of the terracing, 
providing shade for anyone who 
walks beneath them.
 “It’s almost like they made 
themselves a little private forest on 
a hilltop in Mayfield,” says Gibbens.

Situated on a hilltop, the Mayfield home has a great view from a nice vantage point.

The dramatic terracing created with rock wall construction 
becomes the strong feature in Charlotte and William Chris-
tiansen’s Mayfield property.

Terracing 
makes home
on hill great

Ephraim: Sherron Andreasen

Mayfield:  William,
Charlotte Christiansen
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SecurityNational Mortgage Company

Turning Houses 
into Homes ™

497 S. Main Street
Ephraim, UT 84627
Branch NMLS #971470

435.283.3000

Turning Houses
into

HOMES

SOME JOBS ARE JUST TOO BIG FOR YOU.

THAT’S WHERE 
WE CAN HELP!

• Excavation 
• Landscaping
• Sewer 
• Rocks
• Topsoil

cavation
ndscaping
wer 
cks
psoil

 Against all odds, a Fair-
view woman has been turn-
ing a difficult property into 
a personal paradise.
 Gaye Christensen lives 
in the hills of the Fairview 
Heights neighborhood. She 
lived there with her husband 
Thomas, but since he passed 
away 2 years ago, she has 
been handling it herself.
 When you consider the 
nature of her yard’s geog-
raphy, with its long stretch 
of grass on a steep incline, 
and the sheer variety and 
quality of vegetation, her 
accomplishment becomes 
especially impressive.
 Judge Jason Gibbens, says 
the mix of native and exotic 
plants spread across difficult 
growing terrain really stands 
out in the neighborhood.
 “She is making a huge 
contribution to her com-
munity with the upkeep of a 
large place like this,” Gibbens 
praised. “When you consider 
that’s she is doing it alone, 
her age and how well she has 
carried forward her and her 
husbands shared vision of 
beauty after he passed, it’s 
really something else.”
 Gibbens says the design 

The sloped incline of Gaye Christensen’s Fairview Heights property makes it a difficult area to manage, but somehow she has pulled it off despite having to handle 
the workload all by herself.

 Despite Colleen’s sore back and knees and Kayle’s recent 
hip surgery, the Morley family is still keeping their yard and 
garden in tip top shape.
 The retired couple from Moroni has their hands full 
trying to landscape a full 2.5 acres, but even the aches and 
pains can’t keep them from enjoying their yardwork, says 
Colleen.
 “We’re aging a little bit,” Colleen says, “but we’re holding 
up the best we can.”
 Colleen and her husband Kayle spend several hours one 
day a week mowing their grass. Kayle rides the mower, while 
Colleen does the edging, she says. Many more hours are 
spent taking care of the beds, trees, shrubs, flowers, potted 
plants and garden.

 “We do all the landscaping ourselves,” Colleen says. “We 
try to keep the yard looking as nice as possible.”
 In addition, the couple grows a wonderful garden with 
tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce, squash, peppers, beans and 
peas. And Collen will spend a lot of time this fall putting up 
the harvest.
 Colleen likes vibrant colors and she plants a lot of differ-
ent flowers in many colors, some in pots, around the place.
 Right now, Colleen is a bit despondent about the condi-
tion of her front yard because utility crews are digging up 
the lawn around the power poles. Some of her ivy plants 
have been killed and a birch tree she has spent years trying 
to nurture has been damaged. “Hopefully, that little birch 
will grow back,” she says. “It’s painful to see.”

Despite a few aches and pains, the retired couple of Colleen and Kayle Morley of Moroni enjoy taking take care of their expansive 
2.5 acre yard.

Challenges don’t stop couple from 
keeping property in tip top shape

Difficult property turned into impressive paradise

HELP YOUR LAWN LOOK AS GOOD AS  IT CAN!

and placement of the fea-
tures and vegetation in the 
yard are very original, and 

compliment the overall land-
scape very well. Highlights 
like a small scrub oak forest 

in the front yard really add 
some pop, and make for a 
pleasant area to lay down in 

the shade.
 “This place is a real gem,” 
says Gibbens. “Her neigh-

bors should be thanking her 
for keeping it this nice in the 
face of adversity.”

Fairview: Gaye Christensen

Moroni: Kayle, Colleen Morley
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 Gunnison City is dotted with various proper-
ties that shine with careful attention to comfort 
factor, and Dr. Richard Nay and his wife, Gun-
nison Mayor Lori Nay, are no exception.
 The Nays have the kind of yard that makes 
you want to nap in the shade from the lush 

vegetation gracing the property.
 A diverse selection of permanent growth 
in the form of trees and shrubs keeps the yard 
cool, but they are also carefully trimmed into 
attractive shapes and design, which give the 
yard an interesting and sophisticated appear-

ance.
 A hybrid weeping Mulberry tree droops 
lazily in the front yard, matching some of the 
other curvy or rounded shapes from other 
trimmed growth nearby.
 Around the property, thought has been 

put into places for recreation and relaxation. 
An area for kids to play under the shade of 
the trees, as well as places for adults to enjoy 
themselves makes the backyard very inviting.
 “This is the kind of place that feels like 
home,” says judge Jason Gibbens.

The front yard of Dr Richard and Lori Nay of Gunnison is very inviting and shaded, a glimpse of 
what is to come in the back.

A colorful selection of plants and flowers add to the already peaceful feeling in the back of the 
property. 

 More than one yard in Mayfield Town 
was worthy of recognition for the Beautiful 
Yards of 2019, but Ron and Debra Larsen’s 
spot at the end of their circle is a valuable 
addition to the list.

 At first glance it is obvious that the 
house and property stands out in the 
neighborhood with its clean design. The 
landscape strongly compliments the house’s 
wooden beam architecture and styling.

 With smart, low maintenance land-
scaping and some effort put into water 
wise design, the Larsen’s property is a lovely 
addition to an already lovely Mayfield 
neighborhood.

Ron and Debra Larsen of Mayfield Town keep their beautifully designed yard well-maintained, and it stands out from the 
other homes in the neighborhood with its attractive aesthetics and healthy vegetation.

 When local mayors talk about their 
towns, they often use descriptions such as 
“pretty” or even “beautiful.” For example: 
“I’m proud to serve our beautiful city.” 
 In fact, towns in Sanpete County are 
above average in appearance compared to 
rural towns around the state. 
 We shine because of the kind of people 
featured in the Sanpete Messenger’s Beauti-
ful Yard section. 
 These are people who take pride in 
their properties, and by doing so, do an 
enormous service for all of us. They make 
our towns nice to drive through, pleasant 
to walk through, places where newcomers 
want to live and where businesses want to 
locate. 
 The majority of property owners in 
Sanpete County, even if they don’t go to the 
same lengths as the people featured here, 
keep up their yards. 
 But there’s also the other side of the 
coin. There are the folks who let their 
lawns go to weed and sometimes only cut 
down the weeds to ankle level when their 
cities threaten them with citations. Tall 
weeds or short weeds, their properties 
are ugly. 
 Or they purport to be “xeriscaping” 
their yards, but there’s no design in what 
they create, no balanced mix of grass and 
landscape and rocks. They simply gravel 

over their properties. Their real motive is 
not to save water, but to avoid the hassle of 
yard work.

 Then there are the really awful places 
where people use visible yard areas for 
storage of all manner of personal junk, 

especially junk cars. 
 Such residents are not exercising their 
individual freedom. They’re abrogating 
their personal responsibility. They’re hurt-
ing the quality of life of everyone around 
them. That’s wrong.
 Most of the eyesores in our towns, 
and even in the unincorporated county, 
represent a violation of one ordinance or 
another. But going after all the violators is 
way beyond the capacity of our little town 
governments.
 So keeping our towns beautiful—mak-
ing them more beautiful—comes down 
to you and me. We can start by setting 
a good example in the way we keep our 
own yards. If we have elderly or disabled 
people in our neighborhoods, or a family 
going through a crisis, we can pull some 
volunteers together and do the work for 
them. 
 If we’re aware of absentee-owned 
properties that aren’t kept up, we can com-
plain to the owners. If such properties are 
owner-occupied, we may have to approach 
the neighbors and say, “I want to live in a 
beautiful town, but your yard is detracting 
from my view. How can I help get it cleaned 
up?”
 Keeping our yards in acceptable con-
dition is not optional. We need to get that 
message out.

Keeping up yard is every owner’s responsibility to the community

Quiet, peaceful yard makes you want to just take a nap

Ron, Debra Larsen

Clean landscape design makes property stand out

by steve weller

Gunnison: Dr. Richard and Lori Nay


