
more frequent in the Man-
ti-La Sal National Forest. 
The fires of 2018 burned 
a total of 70,000 acres, re-
quired hundreds of firefight-
ers and costing $50 million. 
Reducing hazardous fuels in 
the forest will also reduce 
risks to firefighter health and 
safety.
 The project is also a re-
sponse to the spruce beetle 
epidemic that decimated the 
Engelmann spruce popula-
tion in the Ferron-Price and 
Ephraim Districts in the late 
1990s and early 2000s. 
 When the dead spruce is 
removed, the Forest Service 
will reduce sub-alpine fir 
and plant conifer seedlings. 
Forest Service officials say 
they believe roughly 20-49 
percent of the timber sale ar-
eas will naturally regenerate 
to aspen.
 In addition to getting a 
healthier forest, the project 
has the potential to create 
economic benefits. Sanpete 
may see the most positive 
impact of all the counties, 
Beagley says 
 Local companies of Sat-

terwhite Log Homes, San-
pete Shavings Supply and 
Timberline Lumber will be 
able to get lumber for their 
businesses at a great deal.
 The logging companies 
that  cut and remove the 
t imber wil l  benef it  from 
plentiful contracts, and their 
employee ranks are expected 
to swell.
 Even the turkey industry 
could benefit because the 
wood chips and shavings 
that growers use for bed-
ding in turkey sheds can be 
produced from affordable 
lumber.
 For the logging trucks to 
take out the logs, they have 
to be able to reach them. So 
another benefit will be the 
improvements in roads and 
trails in timber sale areas. 
 Beagley says nearly 12 
miles of Skyline Drive, from 
Spring City to Ephraim, will 
be improved. Long after the 
sales are over, anyone who 
travels that stretch of Skyline 
will reap the benefits.
 The income the Forest 
Service receives from timber 
sales will be poured entirely 
back into replanting, Beagley 
says.

 To achieve project goals, 
Forest Service officials say 
they must treat 21,367 acres 
of inventoried roadless areas 
and 14,700 acres outside of 
inventoried roadless areas. 
 About 153 miles of tem-
porary road will need to be 
built outside of inventoried 
roadless areas, but no new 
temporary roads would be 
constructed in inventoried 
roadless areas. 
 A big supporter of the 
Canyons Project plan, Beag-
ley says one of the reasons he 
took the job as the Sanpete 
District Ranger was because 
he wanted to be involved in 
such a landscape-scale tim-
ber sale project. 
 An environmental assess-
ment has been completed on 
the project with a finding 
of no significant impact. 
To view the environmental 
assessment, draft decision 
notice and finding of no sig-
nificant impact, see https://
go.usa.gov/xmBQP.
 People who submitted 
written comments during 
the scoping period/opportu-
nity for public comment will 
have 30 days to object to the 
project. If no objections are 

received, a final decision can 
be made within five days of 
the objection period ending. 
 If objections are received, 
the objection reviewing offi-
cer has 30 days to respond in 
writing to all pending objec-
tions. The decision cannot 

be signed until the respon-
sible official from the Forest 
Service has addressed any 
concerns and/or instructions 
identified by the objection 
reviewing officer.
  “The Canyons Project is a 
critical step in restoring the 

Manti-La Sal National Forest 
to a healthier condition,” 
says Forest Supervisor Ryan 
Nehl. “By removing this dead 
spruce, we can improve vital 
community watersheds and 
reduce the threat of unchar-
acteristic wildfire.”
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Accurate Mobile Mix Concrete—unique solutions, no job too small or large

 CHESTER—Shad Hardy, 
owner of Accurate Mobile Mix 
Concrete, has had a dream for 
a dozen years—offering the 
best, most versatile concrete 
products  in Sanpete County. 
And he has put together the 
equipment and experience to 
accomplish that.
 Shad grew up in Mesquite, 
Nevada, and worked as a con-
crete dispatcher for Western 
Rock in St. George, and Rinker 
Material in Las Vegas. He met 
his wife Mindy at Dixie Col-
lege, and they now have three 
children, Ty, Olivia and Gavin. 
The family now lives in Spring 
City. 

 

As Shad went through var-
ious jobs, he and his wife 
looked for the best place to 
raise their children, and that’s 
what brought them to Sanpete.
 After the dispatching job in 
St. George, Shad worked in Las 
Vegas for Nevada Power, but 
“got tired of being in an office.” 
He had the knack and desire to 
work with concrete, and picked 
up a special kind of truck called 
a mobile mixer, where the rock, 
sand, cement and water are not 
mixed until the truck gets on 
site. This means he can drive 
further distances (even into the 
mountains), mix the concrete 
and pour it while it is fresh.
 There are only about a 
half-dozen such mixing trucks 
in Utah, he notes. In 2014, 
during his first year in busi-

ness, he was getting more and 
more work every month. 
 In 2015, he started hiring 
employees, and now he has five 
mixers, including a rear-dis-
charge mixer with a 40-foot 
conveyor, the only one in Utah.
 The advantage of all these 
concrete mixers is versatility 
and lower prices for custom-
ers. Suppose you have limited 
access to your site. Perhaps it is 
a narrow lot. The 40-foot con-
veyor mixer can get concrete 
to those hard-to-reach places. 
Other mixers in the fleet can 
fill in the rest of the spots. 
And if you need a little more 
to finish up, the mobile mixer 
is there to finish the job.
 “We had a turkey grower 
who needed concrete poured 
inside a turkey barn, and with 
our conveyor truck, we were 
able to reach in where other 
trucks could not,” he says.  
 Shad also doesn’t charge 
for a minimum batch, such 
as the 5-yard minimum other 
concrete companies require. 
One of his mottos is “Big or 
small, we do it all.” Customers 
pay for just what they use, and 
don’t pay a premium price for 
small amounts, either. He will 
also deliver to adjacent coun-
ties, such as Nephi (Juab) or 
Richfield (Sevier).
 “Our goal is to provide 
unique concrete solutions to 
our customers,” Shad says. If 
you want your concrete col-
ored for special landscaping, 
he can add pigment to the 
concrete for just the look you 
want.
 Recently, Shad purchased 
much of the equipment from 
an operation in Colorado en-
abling him to set up a station-
ary batch plant near Chester. 

He can now mix up 200 yards 
of concrete per hour, which 
gives him the capacity to han-
dle several jobs at once. For 
example, most houses need 30 
yards for footings, and maybe 
another 30-80 yards for walls, 
driveways etc. 
 “We have a good, long 
production season, going from 
March to October,” he says. “In 

fact, October is usually our 
busiest month, because people 
want to finish off projects be-
fore the weather gets too cold.” 
 He has also recently pur-
chased a water heating system 
to keep concrete warm, that 
will extend the operation of 
the Chester facility into colder 
months. Then his trucks can 
deliver the heated concrete to 

construction sites. 
 It all adds up to the best 
tools for the best job, and that 
means customers get just what 
they want. You’ll see Shad’s 
trucks all over Sanpete. 
 “I like helping people pour 
their dreams,” he says.
 Accurate Mobile Mix Con-
crete’s phone numbers is 462-
4683.

Mobile mixer can mix concrete on site, no matter how remote.

The 40-foot conveyor on this rear discharge mixer makes it easy to reach pouring locations that 
are out of reach for most other mixers.

One of Shad’s experienced drivers pours concrete into the foundation wall of a home in Fountain 
Green.
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Restoration
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Kyle Beagley, Sanpete District ranger for Manti-LaSal National Forest, gestures toward a close-call 
fire in Ephraim Canyon. Fire fighters were able to catch the fire in time. The Forest Service is about 
to kick off a 15-year project to clear dead, downed and some standing trees from 36,000 acres in 
an effort to reduce the risk of wildfire and improve forest health.

By James Tilson

Staff writer

 MANTI—One of the de-
fendants charged with break-
ing into a turkey farm and 
stealing a turkey to publicize 
the conditions of industrial 
farming now has a trial date.
 Wayne Hsiung, 37,  of 
Berkley, Calif., is charged 
with one count of burglary 
and one count of theft of a 
farm animal, both third-de-
gree felonies. Hsiung is one 
of six co-defendants origi-

nally charged with the same 
crimes as part of an activist 
operation to uncover what 
Hsiung’s group called “false 
advertising” on the part of 
Norbest turkey farms.
 Hsiung’s group, called 
DxE, made a video of their in-
vestigation and subsequently 
breaking into a Norbest tur-
key farm near Moroni, where 
Hsiung took a young turkey 
from the farm. Hsiung said 
that he was rescuing the bird 
from inhumane and dan-
gerous conditions. After the 

video was taken, Norbest was 
purchased by Pitman Family 
Farms.
 Sanpete County Attorney 
Kevin Daniels has said he is 
only enforcing the law, and is 
happy to take this matter to 
trial. “They’re going to want 
a jury trial,” Daniels said. “I’ll 
be happy to oblige. I won’t be 
backing down.”
 Of the six co-defendants, 
only one other, Paul Pickles-
imer, has not entered a plea 
agreement. Picklesimer has a 
court date set for June 12 to 

set a trial date.
 Hsiung’s attorney, Ron-
ald Yengich, appearing by 
telephone, informed Judge 
Marvin Bagley that the co-de-
fendants have another trial 
date in North Carolina for 
similar charges set to start 
on Nov. 20. The parties in 
Utah have been waiting for 
a trial date to be set in North 
Carolina in order to set a trial 
date here. Yengich said the 
case in Sanpete County was 
now ready for a trial date.
 Daniels agreed, and said 
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Wayne Hsiung of the activ-
ist group DxE is shown here 
cradling a young turkey that 
he “rescued” from a Norbest 
farm in Jan. 2017. Hsiung is 
facing felony charges from 
those actions.

Trial date set for December for one of six turkey 'rescuers'
since there is “quite a bit of 
evidence” he would recom-
mend a four day trial.
 Judge Bagley set the trial 
to begin on Dec. 16, with a 
final pretrial conference set 
for Dec. 11.


