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Getting to know one of your locally owned Sanpete County businesses

 Many of us tend to take the roofs on our 
homes for granted and really only become aware 
of them when there is a leak or a storm blows 
some shingles off. However, being a little pro-
active can save you a lot of money and hassle.
 Vern Akauola of Clean Cut Roofing and 
Siding says that once there’s a leak or missing 
shingles, you can be looking at thousands of 
extra dollars to repair the damage.

 The average life expectancy of a residential 
roof is 20 to 25 years. So, if the roof on your 
home is getting to that point, Vern suggests 
looking for curling shingles or for granules 
from the shingles showing up in your gutters 
or downspouts—clear signs the roof is failing.
 “The very best thing with a roof is to have some-
one come out and do an inspection,” Vern says.
 Once you decide to replace your roof, it’s 
very important to make sure whoever you bring 

in to do the job has a solid reputation and can 
provide you with references.
 That’s not a problem with Vern who has been 
in the business since 2003 and prides himself on 
having 100 percent customer satisfaction, but if 
you go with someone else, you may not be so 
lucky.
 “We have several customers a year who’ve 
had fly-by-night contractors take their deposits 
and then never show up or only complete part 
of the job and then they just can’t ever get a hold 
of them again,” Vern says.
 Another thing you have to consider is liabili-
ty. Some of those shady operators may not carry 
Workman’s Compensation or liability insurance 
on their employees. In that instance, if they fall 
off your roof or get hurt on the job, you may be 
personally liable.
 “A lot of people have lost their homes be-
cause of situations like that,” Vern says.
 All of Vern’s crew is certified in Milarkey, 
Mule-hide and Gerard roofing products— Clean 
Cut Roofing and Siding is the only contractor in 
the area to be certified in those products. They 
can install anything from a basic roof to a high-
end metal roof covered with the same stone as 
the asphalt shingles on your home.
 “On all bids, we try to give our customers 
three different bid options to help them fit it 
into their budget,” Vern says.
 The average roof replacement takes about 
five days. While they work and afterward, the 
crew is careful to clean up and to keep the job 
site clean.
 While at Clean Cut they are very compet-

itively priced, Vern knows that 
replacing a roof can be a major ex-
pense, so they offer one-year-same-
as-cash terms and five to seven years 
financing at 6.99 percent through 
InterBank. They also offer a cash 
discount (with 50 percent down and 
the balance due on completion of 
the project).
 Right now, Vern is offering 
some pretty deep discounts so he 
can keep his employees busy.
 “Now is a busy time for us, 
but we can definitely fit you in if 
you need a new or repaired roof,” 
Vern says. “It all comes down to 
the person putting on the product 
knowing how to do it right.”
 Along with roofs, Clean Cut 
Roofing and Siding does siding, 

windows, porches, decks, soffit and fascia.
 With their new Mt. Pleasant office, Clean Cut 
Roofing and Siding is in the process of setting 
up a showroom so customers can see and feel 
the products and look at the different options 
available to them.
 Clean Cut Roofing and Siding also does com-
mercial projects. You can visit their Facebook page 
to check out the beautiful job they recently did 
on the Nebo Market in Nephi, along with several 
home projects they have completed. You can also 
find reviews from satisfied customers.
 The biggest caution Vern has for those 
looking to have this type of work done is to do 
their homework when choosing a contractor. 
Industry studies show that as high as 90 percent 
of people end up being dissatisfied with their 

contractors.
 However, if you go with Clean Cut Roofing 
and Siding, you’re never going to have to worry 
about that. Vern says in the rare instance when a 
customer experiences a problem, as soon as they 
call, he addresses it right away. 
 You’re also going to see Vern, his employees 
and their families around town at the grocery store, 
at the ball field and at community events so you 
know just who you’re dealing with—a solid, local 
company with superior service and a commitment 
to the customer.
 Clean Cut Roofing and Siding is located at 
195 North State Street in Mt. Pleasant. Office 
hours are 8 to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Phone 435-427-3205, cleancutroofingandsiding.
com.
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‘The roof over our heads’ is what Clean Cut Roofing is all about

Vern Akuola and his crew are eager to make sure your roof is free of leaks, and lasts and lasts.

By Linda Petersen

Staff writer

—Vern Akuola

“A lot of people worry about having their 
roof done in winter, but it can definitely 
be done. It all comes down to the person 
putting on the product knowing how to 

do it right.”
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Great Basin

MEMORIES OF THE GREAT BASIN STATION, INTERCOM, PG . 7 

Arthur Sampson (right) nicknamed “The Father of Range Science,” dines with an unidentified 
technician in his camp while conducting early range research.

swamp with a washed-out fence 
and the main streets turned to 
mud.
 Before the introduction of 
range science, such a scenario 
was an all too common in San-
pete County. For decades, over-
grazing on the Wasatch Plateau 
resulted in almost irreversible 
damage to the soil and mountain 
watersheds, causing massive 
flooding and threatening life in 
the valley.
 What came out of it was a U.S. 
Forest Service initiative that ulti-
mately gave birth to a discipline, 
one that researchers across the 
West and the world would use 
as a model for restoring grazing 
lands. 
 More than that, it introduced 
a new way of life and memories 
for hundreds of central Utahns, 
especially for former researchers 
like Stevens. 

The beginnings
 One of the first known set-
tlers who toiled on the Wasatch 
Plateau was a former U.S. Army 
major by the name of Anderson. 
 President James Buchan-
an sent Anderson, along with 
roughly a third of the U.S. Army 
to Utah in 1857 to quash the so-
called Mormon Rebellion. The 
conflict was short-lived, and in 
1861, the troops were called back 
east to fight a bigger rebellion—
the Civil War. 
 When Anderson retired, he 
decided to stay in Utah. He con-
verted to Mormonism, married a 
local girl and settled in Ephraim, 
where he became a prominent 
leader in organizing settlers 
during the Black Hawk War of 
the late 1860s. 
 By 1872, Anderson was man-
aging a sheep herd and had 
established a permanent camp 

on a part of the plateau now 
named for him: Major’s Flat. As 
the Native American tribes who 
once terrorized settlers left the 
area or moved to reservations, the 
plateau was open for the taking.
 The Danish, Scandinavian, 
English and American settlers 
of the Sanpete Valley suddenly 
had a new place to make a living, 
especially the ones who raised 
sheep and cattle. What resulted 
was a livestock craze with settlers 
taking advantage of the open 
range and public land, especially 
when the railroad came.
 Close to the turn of the cen-
tury, the first trains came through 
Price and on to the Sanpete 
Valley, bringing new economic 
opportunity—and thousands 
of sheep. Stevens’ family alone 
owned five herds, each con-
taining about 1,000 ewes and 
additional lambs. Multiply that by 
the hundreds of livestock-owning 
settlers and you perhaps have an 
idea of the volume.
 By the hundred thousands, 
the sheep grazed the whole dis-
tance of the plateau, all 50 miles to 
Salina Canyon, then back again. 
 Whitney Ward, associate 
professor of outdoor leadership 
for Snow College, said people in 
the valley could see plumes of 
dust rising from where the herds 
were grazing. Not only that,  resi-
dents swore they could count the 
number of sheep bands on the 
mountain by the number of dust 
clouds on the horizon, according 
to the book “Great Basin Station: 
Sixty Years of Progress in Range 
and Watershed Research” by 
Wendell M. Keck.
 Ward oversees what is now 
called the Great Basin Station, 
formerly the Great Basin Envi-
ronmental Education Center. His 
role includes leading educational 
programs there in the summer.

 “The difference between 
sheep grazing and cattle grazing 
is cattle just kind of mow the lawn 
where sheep will eat everything 
down to the ground,” Ward said. 
 Over time, the overgrazing 
diminished plant life on the pla-
teau, notably on the watersheds 
that impeded water from flowing 
down the mountain. This meant 
trouble when high-intensity 
storms hit the Sanpete Valley in 
July and August. With little veg-
etation to hold the excess water, 
the valley begin to see massive 
flooding every year, especially in 
1888 and 1910, Stevens said.
 By the turn of the century, 
residents of the valley had had 
enough, Ward said. Around 
1902, citizens petitioned the 
federal government to provide 
a solution. The mayor of Manti 
even rode a train to Washington 
to urge the U.S. Forest Service to 
do something, Stevens said.
 In 1911, the Forest Service 
appointed a 27-year-old recent 
graduate of the University of Ne-
braska named Arthur Sampson 
to investigate causes of flooding. 
 “Sammy,” as he was known, 
was an athlete in every sense of 
the word. In college, he wrestled, 
boxed, pitched horseshoes and 
ran long-distance, and once bro-
ken a record for sprinting to the 
summit of Pikes Peak. 
 After finding 8 inches to 3 
feet of soil gone on the plateau, 
Sampson suspected a lack of 
vegetation and overgrazing was 
responsible for the flooding. He 
decided to start other studies to 
verify the cause. Sampson ended 
up with three locations in mind 
for an experiment station: Goose-
berry Canyon in Fairview, the 
Blue Mountains of Oregon and 
Ephraim Canyon. 
 He settled on Ephraim Can-
yon because it has seven vegeta-

tive zones from the bottom of the 
mountain to the top, meaning he 
and colleagues could multitask 
with their studies, Stevens said. 
In 1912, Sampson was appoint-
ed the first director of the Utah 
Experiment Station in what was 
then the Manti National Forest.
 Thus began Sampson’s and 
the Station’s contributions to 
range science. He and oth-
er researchers confirmed the 
watershed runoff was a result 
of reduced plant cover on the 
mountains. Through painstak-
ing studies, Sampson came to 
other conclusions, such as how 
to achieve the greatest grazing 
efficiency in a defined area, and 
how to produce maximum forage 
through reseeding. 
 These discoveries would have 
a major influence on wildlife 
studies and the Mountain West 

as a whole, even after Sampson 
left the Station in 1922.

Growing a Community
 The Utah Experiment Station 
had to be carved out of a wilder-
ness of aspen trees. 
 After determining the head-
quarters site and boundary areas 
for the Station, the Forest Service 
had to fell trees, pull stumps and 
level land before workers could 
build fences and construct build-
ings. 
 The director’s residence, 
barn, laboratory building and 
assistants’ residence were among 
the first buildings constructed. In 
1936, the assistants’ house burned 
down and was replaced with the 
“Lodge,” where the Station would 
host countless gatherings and 
board Forest Service dignitaries.
 In 1913, a 17-by-30 foot 

greenhouse was built and divid-
ed into cold-bed and hot-bed 
compartment systems. By 1933, 
a greenhouse was no longer 
needed, and the building was 
converted into housing for sum-
mer assistants and temporary 
employees.
 As the scope of the Station’s 
work expanded, so did a need 
for employee housing. The early 
1920s saw the construction of the 
“Palmer House,” a garage with 
dormitories on the second story. 
 Two additional houses were 
built in 1933—the “End House” 
along with the “South House,” 
which was used heavily for train-
ing sessions and other meetings. 
A circular driveway with a flag 
pole was added in 1934.
 During the Depression years 
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