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 When you need help with legal matters you want someone 
experienced who you can trust. Dale M. Dorius of Dorius & 
Reyes, Attorneys at Law, has been practicing law for more than 
51 years in Gunnison and has many repeat clients who know 
he will take care of them.
 Dale graduated from BYU with a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science and history and went on to receive a law degree 
from George Washington University. He is a member of the 
Utah State Bar, Colorado State Bar and California State Bar.  
 Twenty years ago his daughter, Jennifer Reyes, joined 
him in his practice. Jennifer has a bachelor’s degree in 
English from Utah State University and a law degree from 

Gonzaga University.
 As general law attorneys, between the two, they can help 
you with any of your legal needs. They regularly help clients 
set up wills and trusts or navigate their way through probate 
or contracts. They also have expertise in bankruptcies and 
collections.
 Dale, a Fayette native and fourth-generation cattle rancher 
with family ranches in Sanpete, Juab and Box Elder counties, 
and has an in-depth understanding of land and water issues 
across the state. Last year, the Utah State Bar honored Dale, 
who has served as a bar commissioner, for his 50 years of 
service in the law profession.
 Jennifer specializes in domestic relations including adop-
tions, divorces, custody, paternity and surrogacy proceedings.
 Dale, who is a charter member of the American Acade-
my of Adoption Attorneys received the Angel of Adoption-

award from the 
U.S. Congressio-
nal Coalition on 
Adoption for his 
work in adoption 
and birth mother 
placement. This is 
the highest award 
an attorney who 
handles adoption 
cases can receive. 
Having adopted 
four of his five 
chi ldren,  Dale 
knows how im-
portant that ser-
vice can be.
     “I have always 
fe l t  a d opt i ons 
were miracles for 
both the child and 
the adoptee,” Dale 
said. “Adoptions 
are a win-win for 
everybody.”
    Dale has been 

married to his wife DeLoris Peters for more than 50 years. 
 The Dorius family is very involved in the law. Daughter 
Dona runs the law office while daughter Darci is married to an 
attorney. Son Dru, a former police officer, is currently studying 
pre-law and is preparing to enter law school.
 The company has offices in Gunnison at 47 South Main 
Street and in Brigham City and employs six secretaries.
 To set up an appointment, call (435) 528-7296 today.

By Linda Petersen

Staff writer

Law office building at 47 S. Main in Gunnison.

Dale M. Dorius is a charter member of the 
American Academy of Adoption Attorneys.

Dale M. Dorius and his daughter Jennifer are trusted, experienced lawyers

 MANTI—A Mt. Pleasant 
man who pleaded guilty to a car-
jacking in January was sentenced 
to 120 days in jail and probation, 
although the judge said he re-
ceived a lenient sentence because 
of his age.
 Alex Hernandez, 18, plead-
ed guilty on June 26 to three 
second-degree felonies and two 
third-degree felonies, includ-
ing robbery, kidnapping and 
discharge of a firearm. His plea 
agreement stipulated he would 
receive probation; however, the 
amount of jail time as part of 
probation would be up to the 
judge.
 Hernandez accosted three 
teenagers in their vehicle at gun 
point in Mt. Pleasant on Jan. 
21. Hernandez made them stay 
in the car and drive for several 
blocks, and then forced them 
out, threatening them with his 
hand gun. Hernandez then 
drove away from them with the 
vehicle.
 The vehicle was later found 
with several bullet holes in it, 
and the car had been dented by 
a sledge hammer. Hernandez was 
arrested the next day in Provo.
 “He’s only 18, but he’s had 
a long history,” said Sanpete 
County Attorney Kevin Daniels 
during the sentencing hearing. 
“He’s never shown the ability to 
follow the law. I’m wondering if 
we’re dealing with a psychopath.”
 Daniels asked Judge Marvin 
Bagley to impose another 210 
days in jail as part of Hernandez’ 
probation. Hernandez caused 
psychological harm to the victims 

and their families, which caused 
them to be afraid all the time, 
Daniels said.
 Hernandez caused $6,775 of 
damage to the victim’s vehicle, to-
taling it. The father of the victim, 
who owned the vehicle, used it to 
go back and forth to his cancer 

treatments.
 Daniels called Hernandez 
criminal history a “veritable cor-
nucopia of crime.” He told Judge 
Bagley the only reason he had 
not asked for a prison term was 
Hernandez’s young age.
 Judge Bagley also said he was 
surprised at the recommenda-
tion. “I’m also worried that you 
are a sociopath or psychopath,” 
Bagley said. “There’s nothing 
we can do to rehabilitate them; 
we can only warehouse them in 
prison.” Bagley looked down at 
Hernandez and asked, “That’s 
what you’re looking at. Is that 
what you want?”
 Ultimately, Bagley followed 
the recommendation and sen-
tenced Hernandez to 210 addi-
tional days in jail, to be followed 
by 48 months of supervised pro-
bation, as well as a mental health 
evaluation. Bagley reminded 
Hernandez if he violated proba-
tion in any way over the next four 
years, Bagley would send him to 
prison.

—Sanpete County 
Attorney Kevin Daniels.

“He’s never shown 
the ability to follow 

the law. I’m wonder-
ing if we’re dealing 

with a psychopath.”
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Alex Hernandez stands beside attorney as Judge Marvin Bagley 
hands down sentence in Mt. Pleasant carjacking case.

By James Tilson
james@sanpetemessenger.com

Associate editor

Carjacker sentenced to 
120 days in jail, probation

 

 CENTERFIELD—The 
town council addressed the 
task the of finding a replace-
ment for a council seat va-
cated by Haden Jensen, who 
married recently and moved 
outside the town boundaries. 
His term runs to 2022.
 Christi Garff and Jonah 
Christensen asked to be con-
sidered for the vacancy at a 
council meeting on Aug. 7.
 They were interviewed 
by the council together and 
asked about their qualifica-
tions and what talents they 
could bring to the council.  
 After the interview, the 
meeting was adjourned, and 
the council met in closed 
session to consider the appli-
cants. Their recommendation 

will be presented to Mayor 
Tom Sorensen for ratification 
prior to the announcement of 
the council’s selection. 
 Mayor Sorensen and 
Councilman David Beck 
were not in attendance at this 
week’s meeting.
 Three seats for town 
council will be open on 
the upcoming ballot.  Both 
Garff and Christensen ex-
pressed an interest in run-
ning for office if they were 
not selected to take the 
replacement seat.
 Becky Edwards will be 
stepping down from the 
council.  Both Jaden Soren-
son and Jon Hansen will 
seek re-election.  Additional 
candidates on the upcoming 
ballot for town council are 
Kimberly Beck and Jackie 
Huff.
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At the last council meeting, the Centerfield City Council inter-
viewed Christi Garff (left) and Jonah Christensen to replace 
Hayden Jensen, who has resigned as a councilman.  

By Gage Slusser

Staff writer

Centerfield interviews 
two for council vacancy
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