
 Carrie Cox, owner of Fred’s 
Sports Grill, echoes Hagemeis-
ter’s sentiments. “The sheriff ’s 
office does a fantastic job han-
dling so many people,” she said.
While Cox stated she com-
pletely supports the Church’s 
decision to no longer support 
outdoor Pageants, she ex-
pressed her opinion on why 
the Church made its decision: 
“I understand that it’s an in-
creased safety risk, with the 
increase in shooting incidents. 
Large groups are just bigger 
targets now.”
 Of course,  such large 
crowds have had a huge im-
pact on local businesses. “The 
crowds are absolutely insane,” 
said Chris McIff, manager at 
the Manti House Inn. “The 
crowds have exceeded our ex-
pectations. This last weekend 
was triple what we did last 
year.” The Manti House also 
runs a wood-fired pizza food 
truck outside their inn during 
the Pageant. “We’ve sold out 

[pizzas] every single night,” he 
said. “We sold out by 8:15 the 
first two nights, and then got 
more supplies so we could last 
until 9:30 on Saturday. We’re 
getting a lot more supplies for 
this coming week.”
 Travis Whitlock at Top Stop 
said they have also reached re-
cord sales. “We were real close 
to breaking single day sales on 
Saturday. One night we had 
1,100 sales transactions.”
 Dirk’s Farmhouse is also 
seeing huge crowds. Mary 
Morgan, the kitchen manag-
er, said, “Its’ definitely more 
stressful. It’s been one and half 
times our normal business, 
and it’s hard to keep up. But 
our customers have been really 
patient.”
 Even though Dirk’s is lo-
cally known for its prime rib 
special, that does not tend to 
get as many orders during the 
Pageant. “We have so many 
large Mormon families, and 
they order the hamburger and 
French fry special,” Morgan 

said. “I’ve never seen so many 
hamburgers go out the door!”
 Arizona Mickelsen, the 
night manager at Dirk’s, said 
they knew the crush was com-
ing as early as last February, 
when the local hotels were 
becoming fully booked for the 
Pageant. So far, they have not 
ran out of supplies very often. 
But the second week is still 
coming. “The second week is 
always crazier,” Mickelsen said.
  Still, it seems the large 
crowds are mostly going to the 
food-serving establishments in 
town, and other local business-
es may not be getting as much 
business. 
 “I really don’t get a jump 
in business from the Pageant,” 
said John Jensen of Jensen’s 
Department Store. “People 
don’t walk up here for shop-
ping, they tend to go over to 
the turkey dinners, and then go 
to the Pageant.” Jensen said he 
thinks it is a recent trend due to 
modern conveniences. “People 
can leave Salt Lake in modern 

cars at 6 p.m., and get here in 
time to see the Pageant.”
 However, he will not change 
one of his Pageant traditions. “I 
will always do the sidewalk 
sale,” he said.
 Cox appreciates the Pag-
eant, and all the customers that 
come to Manti from out of the 
county. “We have people that 
come here every year,” she said. 
“Some of our return customers 
are third generation. They came 
here as a child, then came back 
as parents and now are coming 
here with their grandchildren.”
 Cox knows the loss of the 
Pageant will take some adjust-
ments from local businesses, 
but she is confident her busi-
ness and others will still do 
well. “We would like to see 
the city pick up new events to 
make up for the Pageant,” she 
said. “We are looking forward 
to the new ballfields bringing 
in new people. But our busi-
ness has increased every year 
I’ve owned it. I think we will 
continue to do well.”

 EPHRAIM—Travis Good, owner 
of EcoLife of Ephraim (283-6002) says 
he never consciously chose lawn care 
and landscaping as his career interest. 
 “I think it chose me more than 
anything,” he says. He grew up in 
Mayfield, and after a mission for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, decided he wanted to live in 
Sanpete County permanently. 
 He started spraying lawns to work 
his way through Snow College. “We 
realized there was a need.  We just 
found a niche, and we took it.”
 He started his company, initially 
called Good’s Lawn Care, in 1996. It 

quickly grew from one truck to three, 
mostly focused on consumer services, 
including sprinkler systems, lawn 
fertilization and weed control.
 In 2007, Good changed the name of 
the company to EcoLife, reflecting the 
broader menu of services the company 
was offering, including pest control, 
landscape installation and large-scale 
noxious weed management. 
 Today, EcoLife has six trucks and 
11 full-time employees. The company 
employs an additional 9-12 people 
during the summer. And EcoLife 
does work not just in Sanpete, Sevier 
and Juab counties, but around Utah, 
in other Rocky Mountain states, and 
beyond.
 After Good got his contractor’s 
l i c e n s e  w i t h  a  l a n d s c a p i n g 
endorsement in 2003, his landscape 
installation business took off. EcoLife 
has landscaped scores of private 
homes, “anything from patios to 
waterfalls to firepits,” he says. “If you 
can dream it, we can build it.
 The company has also done many 
commercial jobs, including at LDS 
church buildings, for school districts 
and municipalities. 
 “We’ve even done work in Maui 
(Hawaii) for eight or nine winters in 
a row,” Good says. The company did 
a lot of work on the Plantation Golf 
Course in Maui, ranked as the No. 1 
golf course in Hawaii.  

 From keeping yards at homes 
weed-free, EcoLife has branched into 
huge projects to keep noxious weeds 
from overtaking land. 
 The company’s integrated weed 
management crew gets rid of weeds 
on hundreds of acres in Wyoming and 
Nevada, including in oil fields. 
 “Just yesterday, we completed a 
project that was four months long for 
Grand Staircase National Monument,” 
he said during and interview in April, 
2019. “We cut down tamarisk and 
Russian olive trees, and as of yesterday, 
we planted 60,000 cottonwood trees 

along the Escalante River.”
 Nevertheless, the foundation of 
EcoLife’s business is the consumer 
services it provides in Sanpete and 
adjacent counties. The company 
doesn’t mow lawns. But it make sure 
your lawn stays beautiful and green 
through spring, summer and fall. And 
it keeps pests away from your plants 
and veggies.
 The company can turn on your 
sprinkler system, repair it if needed, 
and stop by regularly to treat your 
lawn, including fertilizing, spraying 
weeds and controlling for pests. 
 EcoLife combines fertilization, 
weed control and pest control into 
what it calls its “Complete Protection 
Package” for a pest-free home and 
beautiful green lawn.
 The company recommends five 
applications between spring and fall. 
And if weeds pop up or pests appear, 
the package includes unlimited service 
calls. 
 In the last couple of years, EcoLife 
has set up a payment program called 
EcoPay that makes lawn care and pest 
control, “affordable for everyone,” 
Good says. The total cost of a customer’s 
program is broken into 12 equal 
payments, which are automatically 
drafted out of the customer’s bank 

account. The equal payments can be 
as low as $20 per month. 
 Underlying everything EcoLife 
does is Good’s customer-service 
philosophy. “We are a customer-
service business that happens to 
provide pest control and fix sprinklers,” 
he says. 
 "That’s how we train all of our 
technicians and all of our employees. 
That’s what everyone here hears over 
and over again.”
 Good is married to the former 
Linsy Crouch, who is an RN at Sanpete 
Valley Hospital. His son, Braxton, 21, 
and Braxton’s wife, Mikeala Cox, are 
attending Snow College. Daughter 
Alexis, 17, will be student body vice 
president at Manti High next year. And 
another son, Maxwell, 14, is in eighth 
grade. 
 The Goods recently moved back 
into the home he grew up in while they 
build a new home in Mayfield.  
 Growing up, Good says, he 
imagined becoming a dentist or a 
lawyer. He never dreamed of being a 
“lawn guy.”
 But he says, “Sanpete has been 
really good to us, we we’re just happy 
that several of us can make a living 
from this company, and be able to live 
here and raise our families here.” 
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EcoLife technician  treats a residential lawn. Consumer services, including fertiliza-
tion, weed control and pest control, are one of the pillars of the company’s business.
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Travis Good, owner of Eco-
Life, said he never planned to 
become a “lawn guy,” but he 
found a niche in the business. 
EcoLife has done projects as far 
away as Maui in Hawaii. 
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EcoLife owner Travis Good maps out 
company growth strategy on white 
board.   
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Cars line Manti City Park as hundreds of families set up for lodging before and after attending the Mormon Miracle Pageant. Gun-
nison City Park is also filling with families who have come to see the Pageant.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE
 THE STORAGE STATION, located at 95 South Main Street 
Manti, Utah, will be disposing of all items left in Storage Sta-
tion building unit #7, belonging to DEVIN YOUNG, last known 
address 145 East 200 North Apartment B, Manti, Utah 84642. 
Items will be disposed of on or about July 1, 2019. 
 The Storage Station 435-851-6161.
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 RICHFIELD—Gary Lewis, 
a mortician who has been with 
Magleby Mortuary in Richfield 
for 41 years, is retiring this 
week. 
 Lewis received an associate’s 
degree from Snow College in 
1978 and completed his mor-
tician licensing requirements 
through Cypress Community 
College in Southern California.
 He says he has shared many 
wonderful as well as sad experi-
ences with families, and has also 
appreciated his relationships 
with people in healthcare, law 
enforcement and various reli-
gious congregations.
 He was selected to be one of 
three funeral directors in Utah 
to work with Vital Records in 
developing and implementing 
the current format for death 
certificates. 
 Gary has been involved 
with music his entire life. He 
has played the piano and organ 
since age 12 in many church, 
school, work and social settings. 
 This past year marked his 
42nd year as the organist for the 
Richfield Seminary graduation 

Gary Lewis

Gary Lewis retiring from Magleby 
Mortuary after 42 years of service

service in the Richfield Taber-
nacle.
 When Gary informed Kelly 
Magleby, one of the owners of 
the Magleby group of mortu-
aries, that he would be retiring, 
Kelly assured him his skills 
would still be needed to assist 
with families, viewings, funer-
als, pre-need planning as well 
as with headstone design.
 A retirement open house 
will be held Saturday from 6-8 
p.m. at the Richfield mortuary 
at 50 S. 100 West. 
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The familiar EcoLife van seen on Sanpete County streets. Custom-
ers purchasing EcoLife’s Complete Protection Program can always 
call for supplementary service if weeds or pests pop up between 
applications. 


