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 MT. PLEASANT—Despite 
running into speed bumps on 
the road to being a successful 
entrepreneur, a Mt. Pleasant 
businesswoman has perse-
vered by finding satisfaction 
in helping people.
 Tracy Molina, 55, owns and 
operates Smokin Hot Discount 
Vapors and CBD in Mt. Pleas-
ant at 509 W. Main St. Unit 1.  
 Molina sells E-Cigarettes, 
or “vapes,” and CBD products. 
Of the customers who come to 
her shop for E-cigarette-relat-
ed items, she says many were 
lifelong smokers who were 
able to quit smoking with her 
help. 
 “I know so many custom-
ers who have quit smoking or 
chewing and have not gone 
back once,” Molina says.
 She also says that she has 
many customers who are se-
nior citizens. Her elderly cus-
tomers tell her the CBD prod-
ucts she carries help them feel 
relief from various maladies 
that inflict them, such as ar-
thritis.
 According to Molina, one 
of her customers drives from 
Delta for the topical CBD 
cream she carries. Thanks to 
the cream, he is able to be on 
his feet all day to take care of 
his livestock—something he 
has struggled more and more 
to do.
 CBD, short for cannabi-
diol, is a chemical compound 
derived from the cannabis 

plant. Using it does not result 
in a high. It has become pop-
ular during the last few years 
because of claims that it helps 
with a variety of ailments, 
from anxiety and diabetes 
to headaches and menstrual 
cramps. 
 “I love that my business 
can benefit my customers, “she 
says.  “I love helping people, 
and it makes my day when 
someone tells me they are 
thankful for my shop.”
 She started her business 
in November 2016, when she 
saw a need that she could fill 
and an opportunity to open the 
business.
 “It wasn’t available down 
here,” she said. “People had 
to drive a long distance, and 
I wanted to help people quit 
smoking.”
 But she says it hasn’t been 
easy.
 The first big challenge was 
just getting off the ground. She 
launched the business with 
only $1,000 for expenses. Since 
opening, she has expanded the 
shop several times, including 
adding CBD products to her 
offerings.
 According to Molina, she 
struggled with pressure from 
the local health department to 
stop selling her CBD products. 
CBD products, which are pro-
cessed from the hemp plant, 
are legal to possess under the 
new federal law as long as they 
contain no more than 0.3 per-
cent THC. 
 Molina confirmed with the 
governor’s office that she was 

in the right, and sent samples 
of her products to the health 
department so they were sure 
she was within the law.
 Molina says misinfor-
mation and confusion about 
e-cigarettes and CBD products 
lead to people having a flawed 
perspective of them, when her 
experience since opening the 
store is that they both often 
have immense power to help 
people.
 According to Molina, some 
of her customers have success-
fully quit taking opiate pain 
medicine through use of CBD.
Although things are going 
good, business is not without 
its problems. Recently Moli-

na’s store was broken into. The 
suspects kicked in the door and 
stole merchandise from her 
shelves. Between merchandise 
and damage done, Molina says 
more than $3,000 of loss was 
incurred.
 Unfortunately, her security 
cameras were not functioning 
when the break-in happened; 
she says there is no footage of 
the crime and it’s possible the 
perpetrators will get away with 
it.
 But Molina isn’t bitter 
about it. 
 “Things are going great,” 
she says. “I started out with 
$1,000 and now I have my 
financial independence.”
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 MANTI—A California 
man accused of acting in con-
cert with convicted child mo-
lester and cult leader John 
Coltharp set his trial date to 
begin at the end of October.
 Robert Roe, 34, of Castro, 
Calif., appeared in 6th District 
Court in Manti last Wednesday 
through his attorney, Steven 
Shapiro, for his last pretrial 
conference. 
 Attorney Kevin Daniels 
told Judge Wallace Lee it would 
be a “long-ish trial.” Daniels 
expected at least 15 state’s wit-
nesses, from multiple agencies, 
expert witnesses, and officials 
from the Children’s Justice 
Center. Daniels expected the 
trial to take about two weeks.
 Lee set the trial to begin 
on Oct. 28 and finish by Nov. 
8. Lee also set a final pretrial 
conference for Aug. 28, to see 
if there were any final issues 
before going to trial.
 Roe is accused of being a 
co-defendant and member of 
the “Knights of the Crystal 
Blade” cult started by John 
Coltharp and Samuel Shaffer. 
Coltharp and Shaffer patterned 

their cult on old fundamental-
ist Mormon theology mixed 
with ancient Israelite tradi-
tions. One of those traditions 
was of taking child brides. 
Coltharp and Shaffer were both 
convicted of child sexual abuse, 
after investigation revealed the 
pair had “married” each other’s 
minor daughters.
 Roe was recruited by 
Coltharp and Shaffer through 
social media to join their cult, 
and to take a child bride of his 
own. Roe reportedly traveled 
to Mt. Pleasant to meet the 
pair, and then spent the night 
at a hotel in Mt. Pleasant with 
his “bride.” The next day, Roe 
apparently became disillu-
sioned with the cult, and trav-
elled back to California.

Robert Roe

California man facing charges 
related to Coltharp cult case

Tracy Molina, owner of Smokin Hot Discount Vapors and CBD 
products in Mt. Pleasant says launching her business hasn’t 
always been easy, but she is grateful that she has been able to 
help people quit smoking and find relief from pain through her 
CBD products.

CBD store owner perseveres, finds success

 Stop by Kopy Katz Print-
ing in Ephraim just about any 
time and you’ll see owner Judy 
Chantry hard at work. That’s 
because Judy believes in per-
sonal, friendly service and 
treats every customer accord-
ingly.
 “We appreciate everyone 
who comes through our front 
door and at times they will 
apologize for not getting very 
many copies, or not placing 
a large order, “ Judy says. “It 
doesn’t matter how big or small 

an order is because, at the end 
of the day, it all adds up to being 
able to keep our business alive 
and to continue our service to 
the community.”

Variety of services
 Kopy Katz offers such a 
variety of services and products 
it could make your head spin. 
Often, they can provide higher 
quality services at a better price 
than the bigger print shops “up 
north.”
 “We try to treat each cus-
tomer with care and do what-
ever is necessary to meet their 
demands,” Judy says.
 Along with standard cop-
ies (both black and white and 

color), Kopy Katz offers flyers, 
business cards, poster prints, 
large-format printing  with-
printing capacity up to 36 inch-
es wide (such as for blueprints), 
along with spiral binding, lami-
nating and folding.
 They can also print ward 
directories, church newsletters, 
booklets, envelopes, labels, 
family histories, cookbooks, 
gift certificates and NCR Forms 
(no carbon required). They can 
even cut the spines off of books 
like lesson manuals and spiral 
bind them, Judy says.

Quick turnaround
 At Kopy Katz, they have 
a production machine that 
handles thousands of copies. In 
fact, they ran over one million 
copies on their printer last year. 
Everything can be printed from 
a flash drive, CD or from an 
email you send to them.
 “All of our orders are ‘special 
orders,’ and the turnaround 
time is usually within 24 hours 
unless it is over 10,000 copies, 

or if we have a lot of orders to 
complete.  If it will take longer 
than normal, we tell the cus-
tomer of our limitations and 
when to expect the job to be 
completed,” Judy says.
 Along with printing ser-
vices, Kopy Katz provides fax-
ing and some simple design 

work if you don’t have exactly 
what you want in hand. The 
store also offers Fed Ex shipping 
with pick up daily at 3 p.m.

Wanted to work        
together

 Judy and her husband Gene 
got into the printing business 
10 years ago after the company 
she was working for decided to 
downsize. The couple decided 
that in order to spend any 
time together they should find 
something locally that they 
could do. Sanpete Messenger 
publisher Suzanne Dean was 
selling the printing side of her 
business and helped the pair get 
going.
 However, these days, Gene 
doesn’t work at the store.
 “He claims I fired him, but 
the fact is that he cannot handle 
the stress like I do. I have been 
in stressful situations all of my 
working life so it doesn’t bother 
me,” Judy says. “But I think he 
likes to be “fired” because he is 

pursuing other interests.”
 Judy has two part-time 
employees who are college 
students  and who, she says, 
are smart and have picked up 
the processes that pertain to the 
printing business. They are also 
friendly and are “willing to do 
whatever is necessary so that we 
can all be successful,” she says.
 Judy and her employees 
pride themselves on their work, 
and if they see something is 
not quite right with an order 
they will fix it for the customer. 
They’re also more concerned 
about the customer getting 
good value than the Almighty 
Buck. 
 Many times, if they can see 
that the customer might be just 
as happy with printing on plain 
paper instead of glossy paper 
or cardstock, they recommend 
that. They also may suggest that 
a flyer be printed in black and 
white on a bright color paper, 
rather than a color print on 
white paper.

See the  
LOCAL FIRST  

$ANPETE  
Ads on Page A14,15

Getting to know one of your locally owned Sanpete County businesses

By Linda Petersen

Staff writer

Judy and Gene Chantry love life as much as making copies

Gene operating one of Kopy Katz copiers, although he doesn’t 
work at the store now, just delivers orders and does “other 
stuff.”

Larry Nielson of Ephraim enjoys dropping in just to visit the Chantrys, even when he isn’t 
making copies!
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