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 Comfort and joy.
 Those words, the theme for our Celebrating 
the Season magazine this year, capture the basics 
of well-being.
 The pairing of the terms “comfort” and “joy” 
comes from the English Christmas carol, “God 
rest ye merry gentlemen,” which talks about 
how for Christians, the birth of the Christ offers 
salvation from sin:

God rest ye merry, gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay

Remember, Christ, our Savior
Was born on Christmas day

To save us all from Satan’s power

When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,

Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy.

 Then, the less familiar last verse calls on us 
to bring comfort and joy to others. 

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,

And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;

This holy tide of Christmas
All other doth deface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy.

 This year, Celebrating the Season tells stories of 
what families, couples and individuals in Sanpete 
County do on their own to find comfort and joy 
during the holidays and year-round, often despite 
hardship. But we go a step further to portray resi-
dents who bring comfort and joy to others.
 We believe our stories will resonate deeply with 
Sanpete County residents. We hope you’ll read them 
all.
  The magazine also includes our usual com-
prehensive calendar of community celebrations, 
parades and school concerts. 
 Our deepest wish is that you and your family 
will experience comfort and joy this season and 
throughout 2022.

Comfort and Joy
Publisher’s Message

The staff of the Sanpete Messenger 
and Gunnison Valley Gazette
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Holiday Calendar
This calendar reflects the best information available as 
of our deadline Dec. 12. Updates will be published in the 
Sanpete County Happenings calendar in the Sanpete 
Messenger.  

Countywide
Oct 14 – Dec 31
     Christmas tree permits, Manti-LaSal National 
Forest – Christmas tree permits have been on sale since 
Oct 14 and will continue to be available online at www.
recreation.gov. Permits are $10.

Ephraim
Friday, Dec. 3       
     Ephraim City light parade—Main Street. Ephraim 
City will be hosting its annual light parade on Friday, 
Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. on Main Street. Following the parade, 
Santa will greet children and hot chocolate will be in the 
pavilion on the south side of the Ephraim Family Park. 
There will also be a fireworks show at the park.
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, Dec. 4, 5, 6
     Annual nativity display—The annual display of 
nativity scenes from around the world will be open from 
4-8 p.m. all three days. If you have a nativity scene to 
display, bring it to the Co-op Friday, Dec. 3. Call Jamie 
at 851-4587 for information.  
Wednesday, Dec. 8                  
     Band concert - Ephraim Middle School. The band will 
present its holiday concert at the middle school at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 9                  
     Chorus and orchestra concert - Ephraim Middle 
School. The school will present its orchestra and choral 
concert at the middle school at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 14
     Christmas Program - Ephraim Elementary. The 
program will be presented at the Snow College Activity 
Center at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Dec. 11 & Sunday Dec.12
     The Messiah – A combined Snow College and com-

munity orchestra and choir will present the masterpiece 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Jorgensen Hall at the Eccles Center. 
Free admission.
Friday, Dec. 24    
     Christmas Eve Service - The service will be at the 
Ephraim Church of the Bible, 400 South and 400 East, 
at 6:30 p.m.

Snow College
Wednesday thru Saturday, Dec. 1 – 4
    “A Tuna Christmas,”—A comedy set in the fictional 
town of Tuna, Texas, will be performed by the Snow 
College Theatre Department in the Eccles Center at 
7:30 p.m.  Order tickets online or call the box office at 
283-7478. 
Tuesday, Dec. 7
     Snow College Wind Symphony and Symphonic Band 
- The two music groups will present a concert at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Jorgensen Hall at the Eccles Center.
Thursday and Friday, Dec. 9, 10
     Holiday Music Spectacular – The Horne School 
of Music will present its annual Christmas concert at 
the Jorgensen Music Hall at 7:30 p.m. Tickets may be 
purchased at Eccles Center box office. Prices are $12 for 
adults and $10 for youth and seniors.

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO
The Miss Sanpete royalty waves from a brightly lit float in a past 
Ephraim light parade (2018).
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3 East 700 South Ephraim
283-5675

que delicioso!que delicioso!!!

“Let’s Ride”

Best Deals in the State
New, Used & Rentals Available

ATVs, SxS, Motorcycles & Snowmobiles

340 N. Milburn Rd.
Fairview - 427-3338

Come in and see our  
Black Friday Deals!

FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE AND TIRE BUYING NEEDS!

STOP IN 
TODAY AND
SAVE ON TOP 
BRAND TIRES!
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Friday and Saturday,  Dec.10,  11
     Fall Dance Concert – The Snow College Dance Department 
will hold its fall dance concert at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and 2 
p.m. on Saturday.
Saturday, Dec. 11
    Ephraim Institute LD Singers – The chorus will present its 
Christmas concert at the Institute at 5 p.m.

Fairview
Saturday and Monday, Dec. 11, 13     
     “A Fairy Tale Christmas Carol” – Fairy tale characters 
played by children from the community take on the roles 
in Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” The Big Bad Wolf plays 
Ebenezer Scrooge while the fairy godmother, Old King Cole 
and the Queen of Hearts play the ghosts of Christmas past, 
present and future. The performance by the North Bend 
Entertainers will be held at the Peterson Dance Hall at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $7 at the door. 

Chester    
Dec. 11, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28
      Sunder Creek Farm – Brett and Jenna Madsen will offer 
old-fashioned horse-and-carriage rides through the farm, or-
nament making, a chance to leave letters to Santa and more.  
Weekdays 4-7:30 p.m. and Saturdays 2-7:30 p.m.  The cost is 
$10 per ticket and $8 per ticket for groups over 20. The farm 
is located at 5890 E. Highway 117.  

Gunnison
Saturday, Nov. 27
    Gunnison City celebration – Gunnison City will hold its 
annual Christmas celebration, including the following events:
  Santa Run – Meet at the clock tower at 9 a.m.  The race 
will begin at 10. Proceeds benefit Sub for Santa for Gunnison 
Valley Residents.   
      Free Christmas movie – The Casino Star Theatre will 
show “Polar Express” at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
 Community Christmas tree lighting - Begins at 5 p.m. in 
Heritage Plaza.  
      Parade of Lights – A light parade will travel down Main 
Street beginning at 6 p.m. Youngsters can visit with Santa 
following the parade at the Gunnison Valley Fire Station, 80 
E 200 N.
Wednesday, Dec. 8
     Gunnison Valley Middle School Yule Candle program 
– Music groups will perform and members of the community 

will be honored at the event, which is at 6 p.m. at the Gunnison 
Valley High School Auditorium.
Tuesday, Dec. 14
    Gunnison Elementary School program – The event will be 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Gunnison Valley High School Gymnasium.
Monday, Dec. 20
     A Kurt Bestor Christmas: Return to the Magic – There 
will be two performances at the Casino Star Theatre by the 
Utah composer and pianist, one at 4 p.m. and one at 7:30 p.m. 
All seating reserved. Tickets are $25, $30 and $35 and may be 
purchased at www.casinostartheatre.com. 

Manti
Friday, Nov. 26
     Manti City Christmas celebration – The annual light 
parade on Main Street will begin at 6 p.m. Decorate your 
trucks, trailers, ATV’s etc. and line up at the red church at 5 
p.m. Families can drive by Manti High School to greet Santa 
at 4 p.m. before the parade.
Wednesday, Dec. 8
     Manti High School program – The high school will present 
its instrumental concert at 6 p.m. and its choral concert at 8 
p.m.
Monday, Dec. 13
     Manti Elementary School program – The elementary 
school will present a Christmas program at 6 p.m. at Manti 
High School.
Tuesday, Dec. 14 
    Discovering Potential through Arts and Creativity (DPAC) 
Christmas program – The community-based program for 

PHOTO COURTESY DANIELA VAZQUEZ
Volunteers wrap gifts purchased at Walmart by children participating 
in Shop with a Cop in 2018.
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high school students will present a program at the Eva Beal 
Auditorium at 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 15, 16
     Manti High School Theater – Theater students will per-
form their annual holiday radio show at 6 p.m. at the high 
school. 

Moroni
Thursday, Dec. 2
     North Sanpete Middle School band concert – The band 
will present its annual winter concert at 6 p.m. at the middle 
school.
Wednesday, Dec. 9
          North Sanpete Middle School choral concert – The 
North Sanpete Middle School will hold its winter choir concert 
at 6 p.m. at the middle school.

Mt. Pleasant
Saturday, Nov. 27
     Mt. Pleasant City Lights Festival – The annual Christmas 
Lights Festival, during which lights on downtown buildings 
will be turned on, will be held from 4-6:30 p.m. There will 
be children’s games with prizes, hayrides, hot chocolate and 
cookies.  Musical entertainment will be provided by the Mt. 
Pleasant Elementary School. 
 During the celebration, there will be an exhibit on the 
history of banking in Mt. Pleasant in the former Wells Fargo 
Bank building, now the city offices. 
Saturday, Nov. 27
     Sanpete Valley Choral Arts Society will celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of Utah Statehood in conjunction with the Main 
Street lighting festival. The event will take place at Wasatch 
Academy Music Conservatory at 100 North 100 West (formerly 
First Presbyterian Church) at 5:30 p.m.

Spring City
Wednesday, Nov. 24-Friday, Dec. 3
 Light pole decorating contest – Bring the Christmas spirit 
to Spring City, especially to Main Street, by volunteering to 
decorate a light pole. Call Mayor Cynthia DeGrey at (435) 
469-1329 for an assignment to a specific pole. Judging will be 
Friday evening, Dec. 3, so decorating must be complete before 
then. 
Saturday, Dec. 4
 Tree Lighting Ceremony – Spring City will hold its 
tree-lighting ceremony at 6 p.m. outside the Old School 

Community Center. Santa will be on hand and prizes will be 
awarded to winners of the light pole decorating contest. 
Saturday, Dec. 11
 Scandinavian market and art sale – Friends of Historic 
Spring City will sponsor a Scandinavian craft sale from 3-7 
p.m. Craft booths will be set up at Spring Farm, 50 E. Cen-
ter St., around the corner from the Old School Community 
Center. During the same hours, miniature paintings by Spring 
City artists, starting at $50-$100, will be sold at the community 
center. Plans also call for a food truck to be on hand. 

Sevier Valley Center
Wednesday through Saturday, Dec. 2-4
 Scrooge Christmas Play – “A familiar Tale….But a 
Slightly Different Carol.”  Presented by the Sevier County 
Community Theatre Association. Tickets are reserved seating 
and family passes are available by calling the SVC ticket office 
at 435-893-2223. Tickets range from $7-$10.

KYLE PARRY / MESSENGER PHOTO
The man in the plaid shirt is not Santa, but a Viking, who greeted 
children at the Greenwood Center following the Ephraim light parade 
a few years ago. This year, post-parade activities, including fireworks, 
will be staged at the Ephraim Family Park.
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We're planning on a great 'in person' Season next year!

Amahl and the Night Visitors
December 4 - 25
On-Demand

Handel's The Messiah
December 12 - 13
Live Stream only

Holiday Music Spectacular
December 6

Live Stream only

A Christmas Carol
December 4 - 25
On-Demand

www.snow.edu/finearts
For more information call 435-283-7478

It's been a unique season and because of the ever
changing circumstances, our Holiday events will be

live streamed or on demand.

Thank you for staying with us

Stay up to date with event changes by
following our Facebook and Instagram pages

Eccles Center for the Performing Arts
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PHOTO COURTESY TOM OSMOND
Runners take off in the post-Thanksgiving Santa Run in Gunnison. This 
year’s run will be Saturday, Nov. 27 with proceeds benefiting Gunnison 
Valley Sub for Santa

Monday, Dec. 6
      Ryan Schupe and the RubberBand — The Utah-
based rock/bluegrass group will present a Christmas con-
cert at 7:30 p.m. Tickets available online at http://www.
svc.snow.edu/tickets.html. Tickets range from $15-$25.
Tuesday through Saturday, Dec. 7–1
     Christmas Tree Lane – Stroll through Christmas Tree 
Lane at the Sevier Valley Center, similar to the Festival of 
Trees in Salt Lake County. Hours are 4-9 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday, and Friday and Saturday, 1-9 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 10
     “Laughing All The Way” – Billed as an “inspiring 
(and fantastically funny)” family event “that will put the 
ha-ha in your holidays.” Performers are Hank Smith, 
author and motivational speaker; Meg Johnson, an LDS 
author who made a comeback from paralysis, cancer and 
divorce;  and John Bytheway, who teaches at BYU and is 
the author of books, audiotalks and DVDs for children 
and teens. Tickets are available online at  www.svc.snow.
edu/tickets. Tickets range from $25 to $30. 
Sunday, Dec. 12
     The Messiah - Presented by the Sevier Valley Sympho-
ny, the performance will be at the Sevier Valley Center 
at 6 p.m. Free admission. 

Juab County
Tuesday, Dec. 7
     Merry Main Street in Nephi –Walk Main Street 
between 200 North and 200 South, view the window 
displays and visit the open businesses. There will be 
carriage rides, food trucks and Christmas lights.
Friday, Dec. 17
     Candy Cane Lane and drive-thru nativity – Drive 
through the Juab County Fairgrounds, 400 W. Center St. 
in Nephi to see light displays by local clubs, businesses 
and residents. Highlights will be a drive-through nativity 
and Santa at the end with a letters-to-Santa mailbox. 

Statewide activities – 
Start new holiday traditions!

Thursday Nov. 26 –Friday Jan. 1
     23rd annual Festival of Lights, Spanish Fork – More 
than a million lights depict skiers, skaters, toy land 
characters, ballerinas, Dickens carolers and more. Head 
toward Price on U.S. 6 to Powerhouse Road (there is a 

Chevron station and the Acorn Restaurant on the cor-
ner). Turn right. Signs will be posted along the highway 
to direct you. Open nightly 6-10 p.m. from Thanksgiving 
to New Year’s. $7 per car; $20 for larger van or vehicle 
towing trailer; $30 per bus. Cash or check only.
Friday, Nov. 26 – Saturday, Jan. 1
 Christmas on Temple Square – This season’s light 
displays will be open to the public; however, lights will 
be limited due to Covid-19 and construction.
December 3 -23 and 26-31
 ZooLights at Hogle Zoo – Step into a winter won-
derland with over 150 animal and holiday-themed light 
displays, including 10 life-sized animal-shaped lanterns. 
Walk along lighted pathways and through a 135-foot 
lighted tunnel. Open from 5:30-9 p.m.  Adults are $12.95 
and children are $9.95. Purchase tickets online or at the 
gate. 
Friday, Nov. 27-Saturday Jan 1 
 Pond Town Christmas - Another drive-through at 
Knoll Park, 150 W. 300 South, in Salem, Utah County. 
Features lights in the shape of Christmas trees reflecting 
on a pond. Runs Nov.26-Jan. 1, 5:30-11 p.m. Free.
Thursday, Nov. 25-Friday, Dec. 31 
 Christmas in Color – Drive through millions of 
lights synchronized to holiday music you’ll hear on 
your car radio. Location is 11161 S. 2200 West in South 
Jordan. Open most evenings from Thanksgiving to 
New Year’s Eve. Hours vary with date. Check https://
christmasincolor.net/south-jordan for details. General 
admission is $35 per vehicle. Proceeds benefit Make-
a-Wish Foundation.
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EXPRESS AUTO, 180 W. Main, Mt. Pleasant
435-462-2605

MAIN AUTO, 95 N. Main, Manti
435-835-2521

GIC, 51. W 200 N., Gunnison
435-528-7271

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED

 
WE HAVE LOTS OF SALE-PRICED

ITEMS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Happy Holidays from the
Eye Center of  Ephraim!

*Full scope eye care
•On-site optical with options

for same day glasses
*Glasses starting at $85

*Diabetic eye exam

*Glaucoma treatment
*Cataracts

•Routine eye care
•Emergency eye care

283-5555
Call to schedule an appointment
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By Brook Cox

Some people give generously 
in order to help those in need. 

Some people give because they were 
taught to be kind in their childhoods. 
Some people give because of a desire 
to leave their community a better 
place. Branch Cox gives for all those 
reasons, but he does it without even 
thinking.  
 “His kindness is natural. He sees 
a need, and he just takes care of it,” 
says Brad Welch, Cox’s friend and 
business partner at CentraCom 
Interactive. 
 He quietly helps so many people, 
commented Pam Rigby, a friend 
and co-worker. “There are so many 
things he does that nobody even 
knows about.” 
  He watches out for several wid-
ows around town and if they ever 
need anything, he is there to help. 
Snow is mysteriously pushed out of 
driveways early on snowy mornings. 
Cars get fixed at no cost so families 
can go where they need to go. Over-
due bills are unexpectedly paid. But 
Branch won’t admit to any of it. 
 “Because I can help with the 
online aspects of sending money to 
people anonymously, I have been 
able to be a witness to so many of 

Branch’s acts of kindness and charity 
toward nearly any type of hardship 
in life,” Welch said.  
  “His generosity runs deep. It’s 
just who he is. He goes the extra mile 
in unexpected ways,” commented his 
son, Kenny Cox. “He doesn’t tell me 
about most of what he does, but I’ve 
watched him my whole life and have 
seen how his actions have had a big 
impact in the lives of many people.”  
 From a young age, Branch Cox 
noticed his father helping people 
in the community, despite the fact 
that their family did not have a lot 

themselves. If people were lost or 
struggling, they would come to his 
dad, Branch said. Branch said his 
foundation was laid early with a 
philosophy learned in Boy Scouts 
and taught to him by his father: “You 
should leave the place better than 
you found it.”   
 “When you get older,” Branch 
said, “you pay attention to the more 
important things in life. I hate to see 
people struggle, so if it makes sense 
to help, that’s what I should do.” 
 Branch starts works before the 

Giving without thinking
‘There are so 
many things he 
does that nobody 
even knows about’

Branch and Dinah Cox of Fairview

(See “Cox” on 14)

FAIRVIEW
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Providing 
more traditions 
passed on.

 
GigaSpire BLAST® u6.2 

The Calix GigaSpire BLAST®u6.2 (GS4227E) 
is a new generation smart home system 
that extends the access network into the 
home and acts as a strategic location for 
control of the ultimate Wi-Fi experience. 
Besides supporting broadband connectivity 
of data and video services, this intelligent, 
high-performance system offers the latest 
802.11ax ‘Wi-Fi 6’ technology*. The GigaSpire 
BLAST u6.2 provides switching and routing 
functions that support multi-Gigabit 
throughput for IPTV video and data services.

DESCRIPTION

DATA SHEET
Powered by EXOS

*Not all features associated with Wi-Fi 6/802.11ax are available with the
  current version of this product.

Your family needs to have a strong Wi-Fi 
connection in every part of your home.
With consistent, fast service in every area of your 
home, our system allows you to set boundaries 
for Internet usage and guards against malware and 
viruses. Unrivaled connectivity. Just one system. It’s 
how you keep everything on your network safe.

^ CentraWiFi Blast requires CentraCom Internet subscription and includes CentraWave dish rental. Additional $5/month for cable modem. Equipment provided by CentraCom must be 
returned at time of service termination or penalties will be assessed. Additional CentraWiFi Blast extenders may be required for some homes. CentraCom technicians will assist in 
determining extender requirements. ‡ Malware, Virus and Web Attack protection is limited to devices while connected to CentraWiFi Blast and managed with the CentraWiFi Hub App. 
Subject to additional restrictions and subscriber agreement. Call for more information.

$995
/month

As low as

www.centracom.com/CentraWiFi

Includes

›  network connection equipment^

›  protection from computer virus, 
malware and web attacks for all 
connected devices‡

›  parental controls to manage 
device schedules and wi-fi access 
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sun comes up and keeps going until 
after the sun goes down, Dinah, his 
wife, commented. “He gets things 
done and makes sure that everyone 
is taken care of.” 
 That hardworking attitude and 
generosity has resulted in many 
community projects coming to frui-
tion. “He may tell you all the reasons 
something won’t work, but then in 
the same breath, he is on it and mak-
ing it happen,” Eddie Cox, Branch’s 
cousin and business partner, said. 
 According to Eddie, Branch 
played an integral part in saving the 
Fairview dance hall, restoring Fair-
view City Hall, building a library 
in Fairview, keeping the Fairview 
Museum running and helping en-
sure the success of the Mt. Pleasant 
aquatics center.
  “I know he does not like to be 
recognized for what he continues to 
do, but our community has benefited 
because of him,” Eddie said. 
 One of Branch’s favorite parts 
of the Christmas season is his in-
volvement in the Fairview Museum 
Tree Festival. Each year, business 
and community members decorate 

and donate Christmas trees to be 
displayed at the museum, which are 
later delivered to deserving families 
in the community.
  “Delivering Christmas trees 
with Branch is my favorite day of the 
year,” Welch said. Branch, he said, 
makes sure each Christmas tree goes 
where it needs to be.  
  “We go into a home, and the 
little kids are so excited because they 
finally get a Christmas tree,” Welch 
said. Adults break down and cry 
at the sight of a beautiful tree and 
are able to express their feelings of 

loneliness during 
the holidays.  
 “My l i fe  has 
been completely 
blessed by deliv-
ering Christmas 
trees. We plug it 
into the wall and 
watch people’s eyes 
light up,” Branch 
said. “I get to bring 
joy to people I know 
and love.”
 A l l  o f  t h e s e 
kind actions have 
changed lives for 
the better and in-
spired others to look 

for opportunities to serve. Kindness 
is contagious, and Branch’s example 
has been noticed by those around 
him, especially during his time serv-
ing in youth programs in The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
 The youth knew that he really 
cared about them and wanted to 
help them in any way he could, 
Rigby and Welch both said. He 
wanted each person to feel included 
and have a good time. “He has a 
need to do right by people, and his 
standard of treating people right is 
higher than most,” Celena Howard, 
Branch’s friend and co-worker said. 
 As he is teaching others, he re-
members those who taught him. “I 
have admired people who are always 
willing to help out when needed,” 
Branch said. “When I was a kid 
in Fairview, I would watch Frank 
Larsen and Larry Hansen clear the 
sidewalks around town with a horse 
and plow behind it, and ever since 
then I wanted to push snow around 
town too.”
 Many of Fairview’s snowy side-
walks and driveways are plowed 
and shoveled by Cox every winter. 
“Branch can’t leave town when there 

Besides being a partner in CentraCom Interactive, Branch Cox owns MJK Construction. He uses 
some of his equipment to dig neighbors out if they get in a jam and to plow snow anonymously all 
over Fairview. 

The Branch and Dinah Cox family. Friends will testify that the 
people who call the Coxes Mom, Dad, Grandma or Grandpa know 
how much they are loved. (See “Cox” on 15)

(Continued from 12)
Cox
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FFiinnaanncciinngg  AAvvaaiillaabbllee  

Term From 12-180 Months 

With an APR as low as 5.99% 

Free Estimate No Matter the Project 

GGiivvee  uuss  aa  CCaallll  TTooddaayy  ttoo  GGeett  YYoouurr  FFrreeee  QQuuoottee!! 

RReessiiddeennttiiaall  &&  CCoommmmeerrcciiaall 

Roofing of all Types 

Siding of All Types 

Soffit & Fascia 

 

is a snowstorm predicted because he has a list of widows 
and widowers that he plows snow for, and he’s the only 
one who knows who they all are,” Howard said. 
 Anyone who knows them also sees how important 
family is to Branch and Dinah Cox. “We always want 
to be there to help those we love,” Dinah said, and those 
who call them Mom, Dad, Grandma or Grandpa know 
how much they are loved. 
  He will do anything for his family, including getting 
work done so the family can make fun memories togeth-
er, Dinah commented. 
 Many people don’t automatically look for ways to 
help, but there are chances to do something for someone 
else every day. “Have kindness on your mind,” Branch 
said, and opportunities and people will come.
 Branch said the knowledge that our Heavenly Father 
will take care of all of us is a pillar in his life, and he said 
he feels blessed beyond measure. 
 Sometimes that love and care from heaven comes 
through people placed in our lives—people who give 
selflessly, without a second thought.   

3 East 700 South Ephraim
283-5675

que delicioso!que delicioso!!!

Mon.-Thurs.: 11-3, 5-8
Fri.: 11-2:30, 5-8
Sat.: 11-3

(Continued from 14)
Cox
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(See “Taylor” on 18)

Getting joy from lifting others
Taylors considered
retirement, but there 
were ‘just too many 
things going on.’

Janice and Dave Taylor 

Commissioner Steve Frischknecht presents a “hero award” to Dave and Janice Taylor during the 
demolition derby at the Sanpete County Fair in 2012. The award recognized them for helping 
evacuate people while their own home was threatened, and ultimately destroyed, during the Wood 
Hollow Fire. Dave Taylor is wearing his fire-fighter uniform. Alyssa Hall, a member of the Miss 
Sanpete royalty, has her arm around Janice.  

By Suzanne Dean

At 60, David Taylor retired 
from his job as project man-

ager for a multistate development 
company but immediately took a 
job as Fairview City planner.
 “I couldn’t do it [retire],” he 
says. “Just too many things going 
on.” 
 When he was 70, the mayor 
Dave had worked under for the 
previous four years did not seek 
reelection. It could have been a 
perfect time for him to step down, 
too. Instead, he ran for mayor 
himself and won.
 During all of those year, Dave, 
bolstered by citizen volunteers, 
was getting things done, from 
restoring buildings, to developing 
a park, to initiating repairs to the  
“spring line” that brings water 
from Fairview Canyon to the city, 
to coming up with an innovative 
plan to reuse water from the 
town’s sewage treatment plant for 
irrigation.
 Last January, when he was 73, 
a doctor told him he had heart dis-
ease and needed a stint placed in 
an artery. That’s when he retired 

FAIRVIEW
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for good. 
 “We had a fifth wheel,” recalls 
his wife, Janice, who put in more 
than 10 years herself volunteering 
at the Manti Temple, Fairview 
Museum and Fairview Library. 
“We took it to a ward outing one 
year. Then it sat in the yard for 
about five years.
 “We traded the fifth wheel for a 
motor home that we actually never 
slept in once. You think, ‘We can 
always run away for the weekend,’ 
but we couldn’t, because there was 
always something going on. 
 “Then we sold that motor 
home, and now we have another 
motor home down in Arizona, 
and we have spent more than two 
nights in it.”
  While Dave was working for 
Fairview City, Janice was contrib-
uting to the community herself. 
Right after she retired, she volun-
teered at the Manti Temple for a 
couple of years. Later, she volun-
teered at the Fairview Museum 
two days per week for nearly five 
years. 
 A couple of times, she took 
time out to help her mother. In 
2012, after her mother died, the 
mayor asked her to help out at 
the Fairview Library. She volun-
teered three days per week, some-
times more, from 2012 until Dave 
stepped down as mayor earlier this 
year. 
 Why did the Taylors put off 
their own pleasure for so many 
years? 
 “The public...,” Dave says. “It 
was fun interacting with the cit-
izens and meeting their needs. It 
was fun to meet them at the store. 
Wherever I was at, somebody 

wanted to stop and talk.” 
 Both Dave and Janice grew up 
in Spanish Fork. They were living 
in the Spanish Fork area when, 
in the late 1990s, they looked at 
a lot in Indian Ridge, a dirt-road 
subdivision above Indianola. “We 
liked what we saw,” Dave says. 
“We built a home and didn’t go 
back.” 
 From 1999 to 2007, they com-
muted to jobs on the Wasatch 
Front. Dave dropped Janice off at 
the Federal Building in downtown 
Salt Lake City and then drove to 
the development project he was 
managing at the time. 
 “A lot of times, we put more 
than 350 miles per day on his ve-
hicle,” Janice says.
 In 2007, Dave retired from 
the development firm and Janice 
retired after 40 years with the 
federal government. She worked 
all those years despite having six 
children at home. The Taylors now 
have 19 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 
 While Dave was still cleaning 
up his last projects with the devel-
opment company, Gov. Spencer 

Cox, mayor of Fairview at the 
time, asked him to become the first 
Fairview city planner.
 “Spencer had a list of projects 
he was hoping to get f inished,” 
Dave says. There was nobody on 
the city staff who had the time to 
focus on them.
 Dave says his role involved 
“meeting with people...with the 
engineer, with your own staff, with 
residents to try to establish the best 
location. You were on the phone 
with state and federal people. It 
was a team effort. It wasn’t just 
one person.”
 The f irst major project was 
restoring and expanding the Fair-
view dance hall, which was re-
named the Lionel L. and Clista 
Lasson Peterson Dance Hall after 
a couple who played a prominent 
role in Fairview from the 1930s 
to the 1960s. The restoration, 
chaired by Eddie Cox, general 
manager of CentraCom, was com-
pleted in 2010.  
 Dave’s most challenging proj-
ect was probably a rebuild of the 

(Continued from 16)

Taylor

Remnants of the Taylor home in Indian Ridge after it was destroyed in the Wood Hollow Fire. 

(See “Taylor” on 20)
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www.gvhospital.org  |  435-528-7246  |  64 E 100 N, Gunnison, UT 84634

’Tis the season to reflect on the things for which we are grateful. Especially the past two years, which 

have been so challenging for everyone, but particularly for healthcare workers on the front lines fighting 

the pandemic. We are grateful for the tireless efforts the many physicians, 

nurses, therapists, technologists, administrative staff and support professionals 

have made to protect our community and care for patients. We also want to 

thank you, our community, for supporting us and recognizing that 

healthcare is about people caring for people. With full hearts, 

we wish you a happy season and all of the best in the coming year.

Wishing you the gift 
of a happy, healthy 

holiday season.
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(Continued from 18)

Taylor

Gov. Spencer Cox, who, as mayor of Fairview, first hired Dave Taylor to work for the city, greets 
Dave and Janice Taylor on State Street in Fairview in 2021. Gov. Cox and his entourage stopped 
in Fairview on the way back to Salt Lake City after his inauguration in the St. George area. 

Fairview City Hall, which was 
completed in 2015. Plans for the 
project had to be redrawn three 
times. 
 The original goal was to restore 
the exterior of the old building and 
rebuild the interior. But workers 
discovered that the original stone 
walls weren’t structurally sound. 
They were sitting not on concrete, 
as expected, but on loose rock.
 The city gave up on restoration 
and opted for a replica of the orig-
inal city hall. The old building 
was torn down, but the exterior 
stone was salvaged and used as 
the facade on two sides of the new 
building. 
 After Dave became mayor, a 
walking survey showed the “spring 
line,” which brings about 50 per-
cent of Fairview’s culinary water 
supply from springs in Fairview 
Canyon into the city, was barely 
holding together. Parts of the 
pipeline dated back to the 1940s. 
While the city was working on the 
problem, a mudslide fractured the 
line.
 “The city really did not know 
the severity of the problem” until 
the water superintendent walked 
the line and reported on its con-
dition, Dave says. “Then we put 
plans together to accomplish each 
task. It’s still not done.”
 While Dave and Janice were 
living in Indian Ridge, but before 
Dave started working for Fairview 
City, he joined Sanpete Search and 
Rescue. 
 One day in July, 2012, as he 
was driving home from a meeting 
in Logan, he saw smoke billowing 
up from the mountains on the west 
side of U.S. 89. 
 He called in to dispatch and 

was directed to help close Big 
Hollow Road, a dirt road running 
from Indianola over the mountain 
into Fountain Green. The road is 
a much shorter route between the 
two communities than state high-
ways. 
 Dave and Janice monitored the 
entrance to the road for the rest of 
the evening, then went home. At 6 
the next morning, Dave got a call 
to come to a meeting in Fountain 
Green. By then, the fire had grown 
exponentially. 
 A base camp was going up at 
North Sanpete Middle School in 
Moroni. Dave was directed to set 
up a companion base camp in In-
dianola “so we had control on both 
sides of the mountain.”
 “While he was over at the 
meeting in Fountain Green, I was 
evacuated,” Janice recalls. She sat 
in her car outside the Indianola 
Valley Fire Station, waiting for 

her husband, who was driving a 
razor ATV, to come back over the 
mountain.
 She saw the Indianola Valley 
Fire chief and was about to ap-
proach him and ask if he knew 
where Dave was. Then she over-
heard the chief telling someone, 
“We have tried and tried to get 
hold of Dave...We can’t get him on 
the phone. We can’t get him on the 
radio, and the fire has breached 
Wood Hollow Road.’”
 “I was heart sick,” she says. “I 
just went to my car and thought, 
‘Oh my gosh. How is this ever 
going to end?’ I’m saying little 
prayers; praying that he’ll be able 
to get home, and I kept watching 
because he was coming back on 
Big Hollow Road...It was pretty 
emotional when I saw his razor 
come around the point of the 

(See “Taylor” on 26)
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By Robert Stevens

MANTI—A Manti woman and her family have 
made a lifelong habit of providing comfort to 

people who have special needs.
 Cherie Gunderson, 70, and her husband, Dick, 75, have 
spent decades creating a family committed to what comfort 
and joy is all about: quality of life. 
 They have helped create that quality of life for people 
of all ages who have special needs or are medically frag-
ile—going so far as to adopt a son who suffers from such a 
condition and temporarily caring for dozens of others over 
the years.
 “My family are people who come from a very devout 
religious background,” Cherie told the Messenger. “My 
people were on the Mayflower. I am LDS and so is our 
family, and I think that strong religious and spiritual up-
bringing are the number one part of why I have taken this 
direction in life.
 “I think the number two reason is because I have always 
wanted to be a mother, and provide that care that a mother 
gives. That wasn’t exactly considered cool anymore back 
when I was in college, but it was very important to me.”
 Both Cherie and Dick made early decisions to be in-
volved with children by pursuing careers in teaching. After 
they met on a blind date, fell in love and were married, 
they had six children of their own—all boys—who Cherie 
describes as a rowdy, loving bunch.
 Fulfilling her dreams of becoming a mother was every-
thing Cherie hoped it would be. “I knew I would be truly 
grateful one day when they were parents and could finally 
understand how much I love them,” she said. 
 But over the years, that “mother’s care” would extend 
far beyond her own children. Cherie decided to study 
speech pathology and audiology. She felt those disciplines 
would be important since she had a desire to work in spe-
cial education. “I knew I would be living a life providing 
therapy for children and people who need special care,” 
she said. (See “Gunderson” on 24)

Getting back more than they give
Gundersons give their lives
to people with special needs

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO
Cherie and Dick Gunderson of Manti hold a portrait of their seven boys, 
one of whom is adopted. The adopted young man suffers from spinal 
meningitis and found perfect parents in the Gundersons. The couple has 
made a lifelong habit of caring for people with special needs.

 Dick got a job as an art teacher teaching ceramics at a 
school for students with special needs. The students at the 
school “were beautiful, beautiful children,” he told the Mes-
senger.
 The school, called South Valley, was a part of the Jordan 
School District, and was situated on a large property that 
was formerly the gym where boxer Gene Fullmer, who later 
became a world middleweight champion, trained.
 The sprawling property had large greenhouses where the 
students could find purpose through working in the earth. 
Cherie fell in love with the greenhouses and wanted Dick 
to build one for her at home. But first, she wanted to know 
how to use a greenhouse to help students, so she went to the 
school’s greenhouse director and volunteered—ultimately 
becoming an aide who worked directly with the kids herself.
 

MANTI
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FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Wishing you a magical holiday season

Turning Houses into Homes®

435.283.3000
497 S. Main Street Suite E, Ephraim, UT 84627  |  Branch NMLS# 971470  | CO. NMLS# 3116 
This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower and property qualifications. Contact one of our loan 
officers for an accurate, personalized quote. Interest rates and program guidelines are subject to change without notice. 
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(Continued from 22)

Gunderson

Christopher Huntsman, Cherie and Dick Gunderson’s adopted son, sits on Santa’s 
lap during the holidays.

The late Louise Hardy, Cherie Gunderson’s mother, holds her son-in-law, Dick 
Gunderson’s, face. The two shared a special bond. His name was the last word she 
verbalized before Alzheimer’s took her speech while she was in the Gundersons’ care.

“It really became the best of both worlds,” Cherie said, 
“working with the beautiful people who had special 
needs or were medically fragile, and working with 
nature and plants.”
 But the volunteer work was taking time away from 
direct care for her own children, and Cherie and Dick 
decided she needed to be with them. After telling the 
school’s greenhouse program director, Cherie said he 
and the school’s principal realized why she was leaving 
and instead offered her a paid job with full flexibility to 
come when she could and to bring her boys anytime.
 “It was like a dream,” she said. “It was so gratifying 
to work with these beautiful kids. My job was these two 
heavenly things.”
 The official position, which she accepted, kicked off 
a career at South Valley that spanned 25 years, and also 
introduced her sons to the world of care for those with 
special needs, such as people on the autism spectrum. 
Cherie said the boys took to the school, its greenhouses 
and its students immediately.
 “It was wonderful to watch our boys respond so 
positively to these medically fragile children,” Cherie 
said. “To see such compassion from them; it was just 
natural to them.”
 Over the years, the Gundersons also became in-
volved with a program to help provide respite care 
to medically fragile or autistic children—often taking 
them someplace special like Disneyland or Lagoon, 
where it would be difficult for them to visit without 
caregivers experienced working with their conditions.
 While at South Valley, they were asked to take care 
of a 12-year-old boy, Christopher Huntsman, who 
suffered from spinal meningitis. The condition left him 
physically disabled and with the mindset of a 2-year-old. 
 They agreed to take Christopher for a month, but 
that time got extended, although not without compli-
cations. Early on, the people running the program 
told the Gundersons the program could not afford to 
reimburse them for the expenses incurred by caring for 
Christopher, to which Cherie and Dick would initially 
answer, “Then come pick him up.”
 “That worked at first,” Cherie said, “but after about 
a year I couldn’t tell them that anymore because I loved 

(See “Gunderson” on 26)
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him so much I knew I could never 
willingly let him go.” Christopher 
had become a member of the family 
loved by all six boys, who saw him as 
a brother.
 It wasn’t long before they were 
extending their skills in helping people 
with special needs to Cherie’s mother, 
who had begun to suffer from Alz-
heimer’s. Each time they visited her 
home, they noticed her getting worse 
until they knew it was time to care for 
her themselves. 
 “It became clear she wasn’t func-
tioning,” Cherie said. “She came to 
my home, and I had to become her 
mother, and it was mortifying. My 
mother, who was an amazing, strong 
woman once, turned into this terrible 
little brat. She went from never swear-
ing, to cussing like a sailor.”
 Caring for Cherie’s mother, Lou-
ise, was a challenge. Once she snuck 
out of the house in her nightgown and 
stole candy from a gas station, only to 
be picked up by the police. That forced 

Cherie and Dick to put locks on the 
doors she could not operate at night.
 Once, during the holidays, the 
stake president brought a gift basket to 
Louise, only to be rebuked for its lack 
of candy or other sweets.
 “What the heck!”  Louise told the 
speechless stake president. 
 “But those were her limitations in 
talking,” Cherie explained.
 Despite the pain of watching those 
limitations, Cherie said spending those 
final years with her mother had a 
special meaning for the family. Lou-
ise shared a special bond with Dick, 
whose name was the last word that 
Louise was able to verbalize.
 Louise passed away a couple weeks 
after one Christmas. Cherie had taken 
the advice of a hospice worker not 
to take down the Christmas tree in 
Louise’s room until after she passed 
away, an imminent event by then. Sure 
enough, on Jan 11, after a final visitor, 
she went peacefully. 
 The Gundersons were living in 
Sandy when Cherie’s mother died. 

In 2018, they decided to relocate to 
Manti, where recently, Cherie has 
started getting involved in an effort 
to organize volunteers for isolated or 
otherwise needy seniors. 
 While Jesus may be the reason for 
the season, Cherie and Dick say that 
a lifetime of caring for special people 
has taught them that comfort and joy 
are year-round necessities. Cherie said 
she believes everyone has the desire 
within them to care for others. She 
believes some people just need to find 
it or have it triggered.
 In the Gunderson household, the 
trigger for caring so much is their love 
for God.
 “Other denominations have their 
own names for it, but I call it the light 
of Christ,” she said. “When we start to 
give, we get more than we give back. 
In the end, it’s going to be a different 
‘point system’ than we think it is now. 
Someday there will be a glorious ac-
counting, and I think many of us will 
be surprised that we are on the right 
side of the ledger.”

(Continued from 24)

(Continued from 20)

Gunderson

Taylor
mountain.”
 Dave was OK, but scores of 
homes in the hills around Indiano-
la were not. The wind, and with it 
the fire, shifted directions a couple 
of times. About 2 that afternoon, 
the fire spread north to Indianola 
Ridge. Dave knew, based on the 
location of the f lames, that their 
house was gone.
 A month later, Sanpete County 
presented him and Janet with a 
“hero award,” recognizing that 
they were monitoring the f ire, 
warning residents and helping 
with evacuations while their own 

house was going up in f lames.
 Janice’s and Dave’s public 
service ethic goes back to their 
parents. “That’s just how both of 
our folks were,” Janice says. “They 
were just kind, good people. And 
we’ve tried to be like that.”
 She says  of  her  husband, 
“Wherever we’ve been, whatever 
he’s done, he makes things better 
for other people. It gives him joy, 
I think, to see other people happy 
and lifted up. 
 “When we were in Indianola 
and he was so busy..., he still found 
time to go and split other people’s 
wood for the winter….[Some-

times] he would take wood out of 
his own wood pile to take to people 
that he knew needed it and didn’t 
have the help or ability to get it.” 
 But Dave gives a lot of credit to 
his wife. “We do a lot of stuff to-
gether,” he says. “It doesn’t matter 
what it is or where we go, 99 per-
cent of the time, we’re together.”
 “We kind of approach life that 
way,” Janice says. “Everything is 
a team effort. If it’s a calling or a 
job or something in the commu-
nity or a neighborhood party, it’s 
not his job or mine, but we do it 
together and try to support each 
other.”  
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and some members of the congregation started having 
theological disagreements with the Presbyterian Church of 
the USA. So the church switched affiliations to a more con-
servative Presbyterian organization, the Covenant Order of 
Evangelical Presbyterians.
 After a couple more years, Cindy says, it became clear 
their church wasn’t going to survive. So the leadership of the 
church channeled what resources the church had into Cindy’s 
and Steve’s vision for a gathering place.
 They founded what they call Wellspring Ministries, named 
for the Bible story of Jesus encountering the woman at the 
well. When Jesus, a weary traveler, stopped to rest and drink 
at the well (a town gathering place), he met a lonely woman 
and engaged in a conversation that eventually flowed into 

More than a hot cup
Mt. Pleasant coffee shop aims to 
be ‘God’s space’ in community
By Marcy Curtis

Nestled between the city park, rodeo grounds and 
a train-car lodging facility and along the side 

of busy U.S. 89 in Mt. Pleasant is a quaint train de-
pot-turned-coffee shop. But step inside the depot, and 
you will find so much more. 
 When Steve and Cindy Shogren opened the Coffee 
Depot in October, 2018, their vision, as Cindy puts it, was 
to be “a gathering place in the community that could be 
a blessing to townsfolk and visitors, to basically be God’s 
space, offering a sense of peace, joy and beauty.” 
 There have been some ups and downs over the past 
three years. Coffee Depot started out growing gradually, 
then took a big dip when COVID hit in 2020. When the 
shop resumed full operation last April, business suddenly 
tripled. 
 The overall growth in business volume since 2018 “is 
beyond anything we could have imagined,” Cindy says. 
 Even though Steve is an accountant and the numbers 
man for the operation, numbers are not how Coffee Depot 
measures success. Rather, Cindy says, it’s the people she 
and her staff greet, listen to, empathize with, pray with. 
 Cindy and Steve both grew up in Idaho Falls, and both 
attended the University of Utah. After college, they settled 
in the Salt Lake City area. Steve worked in accounting 
while Cindy raised their two children, who are both mar-
ried now and living in Southern California. The Shogrens 
have six grandchildren.
 In the early 2000s, Cindy got her master’s of divinity 
degree from the Salt Lake Theological Seminary, became 
a staff member at Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church 
in Salt Lake County and later passed exams to become an 
ordained Presbyterian minister.
 In 2009, Wasatch Academy hired her as the school 
chaplain. At the same time, she became pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church in Mt. Pleasant.
 After they moved to Mt. Pleasant, Wasatch hired Steve 
was school business manager, a job he retired from just 
recently.
 After several years at First Presbyterian, the Shogrens 

Cindy and Steve Shogren

(See “Shogren” on 30)

MT. PLEASANT
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(Continued from 28)
Shogren

Coffee Depot, located in the restored Mt. Pleasant train depot, lights up the east side of U.S. 89 as visitors enter the city from the south at night. 
During business hours, patrons can sit outside an authentic caboose (left side of photo) to enjoy their meals and drinks. The train depot is part of a 
larger historically oriented complex that includes a train-car guest rooms and a walking trail. 

spiritual matters. After the encounter, 
the woman became one of Jesus’ fol-
lowers, and eventually her testimony 
led the whole community to be trans-
formed by a relationship with Jesus. 
 The Shogren’s got their ministry 
approved as a tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) 
organization and wrote a business 
plan. The sent the plan with an ap-
peal letter all over the United States to 
friends, family and contacts from their 
years in the ministry. That brought in 
enough to set up the coffee shop. They 
continue to seek support from their 
donor base. 
 The Shogrens say people need 
three places in their lives—home, 
work and a place to gather with oth-
ers in the community. According to 
their website, this third place is where 
relationships can be built, and conver-
sations about life and God can happen 
naturally. 
 When Cindy was asked if she could 
recall an incident that illustrates the 
role she wants Coffee Depot to play 
in people’s lives, she thought of some-
thing that happened a couple of weeks 
ago on Veteran’s Day.
 An older man came in and said he 

was a veteran. A staff member offered 
him the veteran’s discount Coffee De-
pot was giving that day. 
 Staff are trained to ask themselves, 
“Do you sense God saying anything to 
you?” about a customer they are serv-
ing. The barista (coffee maker) serving 
the veteran did sense something and 
asked the man what was going on. 
 It turned out he was in deep 
mourning because his dog had been 
killed by a car that morning. The 
barista felt it would be appropriate to 
pray with him, and she did.
 Besides blessing customers, Cindy 
wants Coffee Depot to bless the people 
who work there. And according to Fe-
licia Spencer, one of the baristas, she 
is  succeeding. 
 Spencer said that making good 
coffee is an art form, and Cindy takes 
time to teach it to the staff. She shows 
exceptional patience, because many 
of the employees are young and make 
mistakes. 
 Recently, Spencer’s daughter 
had a sore throat. Then she got one 
herself. It was bad enough that she 
felt she and her child needed to see a 
doctor. When she texted Cindy, her 
boss’s response was, “Been a mom 

too.” Cindy worked a double shift that 
day to cover for Spencer. 
 Describing Coffee Depot’s rela-
tionship with employees, Cindy says, 
“We teach them... how to serve, how 
to be a team player and we provide a 
place for them to learn. And in return, 
they teach us.”   
 The Shogrens don’t take a pay-
check from the Depot. “We don’t 
need (money)—others do,” Cindy 
says. 
 Summing up the past three years, 
Cindy says she’s been through a 
“huge learning curve.” She’s had to 
learn to run a business, a food-ser-
vice business no less, “while keeping 
focused on our ministry.”
 Now, she’s trying to figure out 
how to deal with success. “How do 
we work faster in our tiny space?” she 
asks. 
 But the basic mission hasn’t 
changed and doesn’t need to change. 
“We want all who enter our door to 
feel the warmth and love of not only 
our employees, but the love of Jesus 
Christ, she says. “We want you to feel 
warmth and comfort, not only while 
you are inside the depot, but as you 
leave, and hopefully return.”
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By Marcy Curtis

There is something truly special 
about the traditions that unite 

families and communities, from 
decorating the tree to baking cook-
ies to sharing a meal. 
 The holidays are also a time to be 
especially agriculturally proud.  When 
you stop to think on it, a good many 
of our holiday traditions wouldn’t  be 
the same, or even possible, without the 
year-round hard work of farmers and 
ranchers. In so many ways, Christmas 
begins on the farm. 
 Chester resident Jenna Sunderland 
Madsen wanted something everyone 
could experience close to home, right 
in her very own backyard, right on the 
family farm. 
 Madsen grew up with her family 
farm right outside her kitchen win-
dow. The Sunderlands purchased the 
dairy and hay farm almost 40 years 
ago. Farming is in her blood and she 
loves it. 
 Madsen married her husband, 
Brett, and 12 years ago, they built 
their home along with their turkey 
farm. The turkey farm has been their 
job, their life and their livelihood since 
then. 
 The Madsens have been growing 
the meals of many holiday tables for 
years. The feasts that are enjoyed this 
time of year are affordable and abun-
dant thanks to hardworking farmers 

and ranchers like the Madsens. Farm-
ers and ranchers play a part in family 
celebrations that take place all over 
our country. Good food brings people 
together, and hard work and careful 
stewardship goes into growing and 
raising favorite holiday dishes. 
 Jenna said she feels like maybe she 
was a little spoiled having the farm 
in her backyard, and that is where 
it all started. She wanted the family 
farm lifestyle, and the turkey farm just 
wasn’t doing all she wanted it to, so she 
started growing pumpkins.
 Jenna mentioned that Sanpete res-
idents often feel the stress of the hustle 
and bustle of traveling several miles 
north to experience or even create 
family holiday traditions. That is one 
of the many reasons why she and her 

family have begun creating these op-
portunities on their family farm right 

Sunder Creek country holiday
Family shares 
comfort and joy of
Christmas on farm

(See “Madsen” on 34)

Jenna Madsen and her family of all boys. (L-R): Knox, Maddox, Brett, Jenna, Trexon and Rev 
in the front.

Jenna with what started it all: growing 
pumpkins.

CHESTER
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here in the county.
 “We love being able to offer ex-
periences in Sanpete County so our 
community doesn’t have to travel 60 
miles or more every time they want a 
holiday-themed family outing,” said 
Jenna. 
 During Christmas season 2020, 
the Madsens decided after having a 
very successful fall-themed attrac-
tion that they would try sharing a lit-
tle Christmas joy too, thus bringing 
about Christmastime on the Farm.
 The Madsen and Sunderland 
families love sharing the feel of the 
farm that is so special to them during 
the different seasons with their 
friends, neighbors and the commu-
nity that they love. 
 The traditions that her family 
loves so much were things that Mad-
sen incorporated into the Christmas 
farm event, such as Christmas lights, 
sledding, enjoying hot chocolate, 
visiting a nativity and singing Christ-
mas carols.
 Making those traditions come 
to life on their farm is exactly what 
makes this so special for Madsen. 
 Christmastime on the Farm will 
allow people of all ages to experience 
a little bit of the Christmas spirit 
and even make traditions come to 
life closer to home. Visitors will 
be able to enjoy the fresh crisp air 
or sing some carols while listening 
to the bells jingle on the horses’ 
harnesses as they leisurely take an 
old-fashioned horse and carriage 
ride through the farm.
 A beautiful nativity walk-through 
will be set up with some of the most 
gorgeous pictures, lights and music. 
This is a “must see” according to 
several of last year’s attendees. 
 Fun for the young and young at 
heart is the large snow slide. The 

thrill of sledding comes to life on the 
slide, but with no actual need for a 
sled. 
 In the North Pole Barn, there is 
ornament making and a chance to 
see Santa during special hours. If 
Santa is too busy, there will be plenty 
of hot chocolate to sip while writing 
and mailing a letter to him. 
 “We just hope to offer a joyful 
experience that families can share 
and make beautiful memories to-
gether,” Jenna said. 
 Opening day of Christmastime 
on the Farm at Sunder Creek 
Farms in Chester will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 11 and again on 
Thursday, Dec. 16 through the 18, 

with one more pre-Christmas slot 
on Monday Dec. 20 through the 
22. The last chance to feel of the 
Christmas spirit on the farm will 
be December 27 and 28. Weekdays 
will be from 4 to 7:30 p.m. and Sat-
urdays will be 2 to 7:30 p.m. The 
last carriage will leave the barn at 
7:15 p.m. 
 The cost is $10 per ticket and $8 
for groups over 20.
 “The old fashioned carriage 
ride and farm life in general helps 
us feel connected to the past and 
maintain a deeper connection to 
the land that we live on,” said Jen-
na. “I hope that this brings comfort 
and joy to all who visit.”

(Continued from 32)

Madsen

Horse-drawn carriages provided by the Brinkerhoff family take attendees on a ride around the farm.  

Beautiful pictures along the nativity walk that tell the story of the first Christmas night.



November 24, 2021 35Celebrating the Season

Spectacular floor coverings, hardwood,
carpet, tile work, all custom installed!



November 24, 2021Celebrating the Season36

By Suzanne Dean

When Barry Baker, 83, was a 
kindergarten student in Min-

ersville, Beaver County, his teacher 
wrote on his report card, “Barry 
is a good student, but he talks too 
much.” 
 Baker still loves to talk, often 
injecting humor, often with himself 
as the target of his statements.
 He loves to talk, he says, because 
he loves people. The people he loves 
could include a lady he doesn’t know 
but waves to every day as he passes 
her on the highway, inmates he met 
at the Central Utah Correctional Fa-
cility (CUCF)  when he was an LDS 
institute teacher there, former stu-
dents at the Ephraim LDS Institute, 
people he met on three missions, his 
four children, and most of all, his 
wife, Tamra, 83. 
 Baker spent 34 years in The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints education system, including 
assignments in Coalville, Kamas, 
Lehi, and in the Minnesota/Mani-
toba, Canada Mission.
 But his longest assignment, 
stretching 17 years, was teaching 
at the Ephraim Institute across the 
street from Snow College and, for 
10 of those years, splitting his time 
between the institute and CUCF. 
 Referring to Ephraim, he says, 
“We have our headstones here...This 
is our home now.” 
 Not long after Baker arrived in 
Ephraim, he was called as bishop 
of a resident ward. About the same 
time, he became concerned about 
the appearance of the community. 
“The Co-op had weeds around it...

It was junky,” he says. 
 The next thing he 
knew, he was called 
before the Ephraim 
City Council. “We 
understand you talked 
about our city,” coun-
cil members told him. 
“We’d like to clean it 
up. We’re calling you 
to be the one to clean 
it up.” 
 Baker took the lead 
in organizing “cap-
tains” on each block 
and encouraging peo-
ple to hold neighbor-
hood parties to get 
to know each other. 
The idea was that if 
a property on a block 
was ill-kempt, neigh-
bors would help the 
owner clean it up.
 “I put a lot into it,” 
he says. “And I was a 
bishop and a teacher. 
Three things at the 
same time.”
 The community 
and church assign-
ment  might  have 
cut into his teaching 
preparation, he says. Nonetheless, 
the record suggests he was a success.
 The current stake presidents 
in both Manti and Ephraim are 
former students of his. And four of 
his students became instructors as 
the Ephraim Institute. In fact, the 
current Ephraim stake president is 
also the current institute director. 
 Baker was teaching at the in-
stitute when CUCF opened. The 

church had an institute program 
at the Utah State Prison in Draper, 
and leaders of the church education 
system came to Ephraim looking 
for someone  to run a program at 
CUCF.
 “They asked for a volunteer. 
Most of the heads went down,” Bak-
er says. “I’d been behind bars before. 
I had actually taught at a prison in 

(See “Baker” on 38)

Talking, loving and teaching

Barry Baker in his study at home with his recently published book, 
a project he says he has been working on for 20 years. 

EPHRAIM
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St. Cloud, Minn. I said, ‘Sure, I’ll do 
it.’” Besides, he says, “I’m kind of for 
the underdog.” 
 The prison turned out to be a 
great assignment, he says. “You 
think, ‘In prison, can you have the 
right spirit?’” But inmates told him 
as they walked from the cell areas 
“the closer they would get to where 
we would teach, the chapel, (the 
more) they could feel a better spirit.”
 Some of the inmates got in touch 
with him after they left prison. One 
poked his head in the door of his 
class at the Ephraim Institute. Baker 
introduced the man to the class. The 
former inmate had come to tell Baker 
that he was going to be married to a 
young lady who was a returned mis-
sionary. Baker and his wife attended 
their wedding in the Jordan River 
Temple.
 While he was teaching at the 
institute, the church sent in a consul-
tant to give instructors a personality 
test. It was designed to help them 
understand themselves better so 
they had more insight into how they 
interacted with students.

 That’s when he found out that 
Tamra, who was strong-willed and 
independent, had what the test de-
scribed as a “red” personality, while 
he was a “blue.”
 “It really helped our relationship. 
I understood that she was not trying 
to get after me with any comments 
she would make. That was just her 
personality.’ 
 In 2000, Baker retired from the 
institute. The next year, his wife re-
tired from her job as office manager 
for Leland Thompson, a dentist in 
Ephraim. For the next 12 years, they 
were either on a mission or between 
missions.  They served in Kazakh-
stan, the Vladivostok Mission in 
Russia and in Jacksonville, Florida.
 The Bakers have two daughters 
and two sons, and clearly, Baker is 
proud of them. All served foreign 
missions and all are successful in 
their professions and marriages. 
 In 2018, when Tamra was 79, 
Baker saw the first sign that she was 
having trouble with her memory. 
Two days after the death of Thomas 
Monson, a president of the church, 
she asked, “What general authority 

was it who died?” 
 A few months later, she had an 
MRI. “The doctor told her she 
had Alzheimer’s,” Baker says. “She 
wouldn’t accept it.” Only recently 
she has said, “I’m losing it. I’m not 
who I used to be.”
 Baker now does all of the domes-
tic duties, including such things as 
remembering his wife’s hair appoint-
ment. An acquaintance commented 
on how patient and solicitous he is 
with her. 
 “I do not feel burdened, simply 
blessed that we still have what I hope 
is years together in mortality,” Baker 
says.
 Ironically, he says, the change in 
her health has had a positive effect 
on their relationship. Earlier, while 
their marriage was good, they tend-
ed to do their own individual things. 
“Now we don’t go any place without 
holding hands, security for her, but I 
always want it,” he says. 
 When asked about his philoso-
phy, about what people ought to be 
doing in their lives, he points to a talk 

(Continued from 36)

Baker

Tamra and Barry Baker in 2002 before they 
left on their first mission to Kazakhstan. 

Barry and Tamra Baker with their family. They have four married children with their spouses, 
plus 16 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. (See “Baker” on 44)
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Tough Christmases make others sweeter
91-year-old remembers Depression,
war years, along with the good times

By Robert Stevens

At 91, Jane Braithwaite remembers times when 
Christmas was not full of comfort and joy. But 

those memories have helped her appreciate the good 
times all the more.
 Braithwaite, born Jane Anderson in 1930, is a 
lifelong resident of Manti and widow of legendary 
and beloved Manti High School coach, Wilbur 
Braithwaite.
 Wilbur once spent 11 months in the hospital after 
being injured by a “bouncing betty” landmine during 
his service in World War II. For those wounds, he 
received the Purple Heart.
 During the war years, fatalities and injuries col-
ored the holidays more than a little blue, Braithwaite 
says. And the war came at a time when the Great 
Depression was still fresh in mind for many.
 Despite the relat ively small size of Manti, 
Braithwaite says, more than a few young men left to 
serve and never came back, including Wilbur’s own 
brother.
 As a teenager, Braithwaite worked for the Manti 
Messenger. Part of her job was to write a column for 
the paper.
 “I interviewed the families of those boys who went 
and never came back,” she says. “I felt I got to know 
them some, and got a sense of just how personal and 
deep these losses were. Loss is especially painful when 
someone is that close, and these families felt it, and 
since it was a small community, we all did in a sense. 
The song ‘I’ll Be Home For Christmas’ became a very 
popular one during that time for that very reason.”
 Braithwaite says it took quite some time for the 
holidays to regain some of the comfort and joy the 
war had taken from them.
 Jane and Wilbur Braithwaite were married in 
1952 after his recovery and return from the European 
theater. They would go on to have seven children, 
although they lost several at a young age. They were 

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO
Jane Braithwaite, 91, of Manti, next to her special-needs daughter, Suzy. 
Suzy gets to spend all year long, including all holidays, with her mother, 
who has been her caretaker her entire life.

(See “Braithwaite” on 42)

deeply involved in the community. Wilbur’s family 
operated the Manti grocery store. Everyone in their 
immediate and extended families was “always working 
or doing something, even the kids,” Braithwaite says.
 She remembers another holiday season when she 
was driving her daughter, Carolyn, then a teen, to 
work at the grocery store. The girl asked, “Mom, how 
will our family ever amount to anything? We are all 
traveling in so many different directions at once.”
 The question was a difficult one for Braithwaite to 
answer the young girl, and she stewed on it for several 
days. “I didn’t know how to answer,” Braithwaite says. 
Carolyn was right about us being so busy, especially 
Wilbur. I don’t know how he handled it all, and I was 

MANTI
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busy too, and so were the kids. I didn’t have an an-
swer for 2-3 days, but I prayed about it, cuz I wanted 
to have an answer that made sense for her.”
 Braithwaite says the answer came to her one 
night as she lay in bed remembering her time as a 
sophomore in the high school band, and how when 
the class tuned up at the beginning of each class, the 
room was nothing but chaos. Then the music teacher 
came into the room, gave the students their music, 
and helped them to get on track. And we played such 
beautiful music when it all came together.”
 At the time, the Manti High music teacher was J. 
W. McAllister. 
 “And of course, in life, when things don’t make 
sense or they are chaotic or all over the place, who is 
our music teacher? But God of course,” Braithwaite 
told her daughter a few days later. Braithwaite says 
her faith is always her source of comfort and joy for 
the holidays, and it helped her share that perspective 
with her daughter.
 Often her faith and her family’s love of music 
were intertwined in offering comfort and joy for the 
holidays, leading to her family’s involvement with im-
portant musical performances centered in the faith of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, such 
as the Messiah and the Mormon Miracle Pageant.
 “Music brings us together,” she says, “and that is 
such a comfort at the holidays.”
 Family togetherness is also one of the most im-
portant parts of comfort and joy during the holidays, 
Braithwaite told the Messenger. 
 “Our family was not perfect, but we loved each 
other dearly,” she says. “When I think about how 
his [Wilbur’s] life was literally spared on the battle-
front, it made me think what a miracle it was that 
he was still with us so long. Even after we die, family 
togetherness is there, which is why the promise of 
resurrection through Christ becomes so important 
to hang on to that comfort and joy.”
    Even now, Braithwaite holds tight to her loved ones 
during the holidays and all year round. Although 
some of her children as well as her husband have 
passed, she spends time with the ones who are still 
with her, including daughter Suzy Braithwaite, who 
was born with special needs.
 “Suzy was always so grateful during the holidays,” 
Braithwaite says. “It never mattered what she got, 

(Continued from 40)
Braithwaite

Jane and Wilbur Braithwaite, shortly after being married at the Manti 
LDS Temple.

(See “Braithwaite” on 44)

even when times were tight, she was always so grate-
ful.”
 Braithwaite says even when they are not near, fam-
ily can provide great comfort and joy through love. 
She told the Messenger about a cousin who sent Suzy 
holiday care packages each year, much to her delight. 
She said seeing the look of happiness on Suzy’s face 
when she opened them filled her with joy.
 Braithwaite says the division in our world in mod-
ern times has driven us apart from each other, which 
is the last thing we need. Instead, she says, we should 
be focused on unity with our fellow man, no matter 
what they believe. 
 “Not all men are the same, but the love of God 
brings us together,” she says. “We are all brothers 
and sisters. People don’t have to agree with me, and 
I hope I don’t have to agree with them either, but we 
all add a certain extra tone to the music if we keep 
our eye on God. There is no place for division when 
there is so much to be grateful for in this world.”
 Something that reminded her of the importance of 
unity was when she spent Christmas in the hospital 
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(Continued from 42)

Braithwaite
after she fell while carrying gift packages on Christ-
mas Eve. Ultimately, she required surgery. When loved 
ones took time from their Christmases to come visit 
her in the hospital on that Christmas morning, she 
says she was full of gratitude to see their faces and 
have her family near.
 “It made me think about how Wilbur had to spend 
that Christmas in the hospital during his 11 months 
of recovery,” she says. “Oh, how grateful I was to 
have them there. It really makes you realize what is 
important in life.”
 Despite some heav y t imes over the years, 
Braithwaite says she holds love and good memories 
of Christmases too. Her father, who she says was al-
ways “such fun” during the holidays, would play with 
electric trains alongside the children, much to their 
delight.
 The Christmas presents, although lower in tech 
and lower in cost than gifts today, had a more joyful 
impact, she says.
 “I remember one year we saw a Zeigfeld’s Follies 
coloring book in the window for 15 cents, and we 
made a pact right then that that was what we would 
ask for for Christmas,” she told the Messenger. “That 
just shows you the contrast of what we were grateful 
for (compared to today). You’d be surprised at what 
you’d be happy with, (at) what you’d get.”
 She remembers ice skating with her friends on the 
levee west of Manti and admits she “wasn’t quite as 
good at it as some, but it was still fun.”
 Later in life, one happy Christmas memory was 
the marriage of a young couple whose bond with the 
Braithwaite family led them to ask to be married on 
Christmas Day in their home.

ROBERT STEVENS / MESSSENGER PHOTO
This couple was married in the Braithwaite family home by the Manti 
City mayor on Christmas Day.

 “The mayor came right over in the fresh snow 
that morning to see them married,” she says.
 For the coming holiday season, Braithwaite says 
she hopes to make time in a busy schedule to repeat 
an oft-forgotten tradition—sending Christmas cards 
to loved ones.
 “I miss doing my Christmas cards,” she says. “I 
have had the best intentions, and I hope to do better 
this year. A letter or card can honestly mean a lot.”

by the late church president David 
O. McKay. 
 President McKay said when we 
appear before the Savior, we’ll be 
asked to account for our relation-
ship with our spouse, our relation-
ship with each of our children, how 
we used our talents, how we served 
our fellow man in church assign-
ments, and how we contributed to 

our community, state, nation and 
world.
 Baker said he wasn’t sure what 
he had done to contribute to the 
world. But recently, he complet-
ed a book, a project he has been 
thinking about or working on for 
20 years, called, “Preparing the 
Way.”
 The book discusses how the 
British Commonwealth, which 

endured for 500 years, laid the 
foundation for restoration of The 
Church of Jesus Christ. 
 The book will be marketed in 
Britain and Canada, as well as the 
United States. 
 Putting his experience in a nut-
shell, he says, “The more we know, 
the better off we are. We should 
not be idle. We should be helping 
others all the time.”

(Continued from 38)
Baker
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By Anita Lyons

Coleen Ogden isn’t sure she’s the best pick for 
a feature on comfort and joy, but those who 

know her aren’t surprised at all.
 She’s not a stranger to grief, but you wouldn’t 
know it as she greets you with a big smile and twin-
kly eyes. 
 Ogden grew up in Manti with her mother, two 
sisters and brother, (her father died before she 
was born.) While a student at Manti High, she met 
Blake Edwards, a student at Gunnison Valley High 
School. They fell in love and were married in 1977. 
 They had two children, Brittney and Colby. 
Blake was a sheriff ’s deputy for Sanpete County, 
and Coleen was secretary at Gunnison Valley High. 
 In 1999, Blake took his own life. Suddenly, vio-
lently, left alone to raise their children, Coleen was 
beyond distraught. She was in deep shock. 
 She remembers creative friends and family 
figuring out ways to serve her and her children. 
One neighbor fed the dog—a basic chore that was 
beyond Coleen’s ability for a time. 
 “I remember feeling so grateful that someone 
would think of my dog,” she remembers.
 On one of her bad days, when an acquaintance 
from across town pulled up and said, “I don’t why, 
but my car pulled into your driveway. I didn’t see 
any lights on. Are you okay?” Coleen was glad for 
the loving attention on a hard day.
 “It’s one thing to lose someone, and it’s another 
to lose someone to suicide,” Coleen says.
   Coleen worked her way through that hard time, 
continuing to work and to help her children grow 
up. Life doesn’t stand still
 In  2001, she met Darwin Ogden, a Vietnam vet-
eran who worked at Robinson Transport in Salina. 
They were married in 2002. He has brought a lot 
of joy into Coleen’s life and was there to help her (See “Ogden” on 47)

Tragedy turned to service
‘I have a lot of compassion, 
and I hate to see people suffer’

Coleen and Darwin Ogden 

with her next trials.
 Coleen’s mother died in 2010 at age 92, after 
a long life, then Coleen’s son, Colby, died in 2012 
from complications due to a serious fall. Once again, 
Coleen was thrown into the grief cycle. 
 “You’ve got to learn how to grieve,” she says. 
She listed things that comfort her, such as children, 
family and friends. She told herself, “I can do hard 
things;” read good books (self-help books); go to 
therapy; and serve others. 
 “I’m in my element when I serve others;” she 
says. Other things that help are staying close to 
her Father in Heaven by praying, and petting her 
cat. “There’s something animals can do for us that 

GUNNISON
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Tragedy turned to service (Continued from 46)

Ogden

Coleen Ogden’s family with her first husband, Blake Edwards. Blake 
is in back. In front (L-R) are daughter Brittney, son Colby, and Coleen. 
She lost both her husband and her son. Her husband died in 1999 and 
her son in 2012.   

Heidi Aagard, victim advocate at the New Horizons women’s crisis center 
in Richfield, speaks to a recent meeting of the Gunnison Valley Coalition, 
a social service coordinating organization chaired by Coleen Ogden. 

people can’t,” she says. “It’s probably because they 
don’t talk.” 
 Coleen set a goal to serve others, especially those 
who struggle with anxiety and depression.  She is 
determined to find and help them. “That’s really 
what took Blake and Colby,” she says. “They didn’t 
know where to go for help, and I didn’t know what 
to do.”
 When she retired from the South Sanpete School 
District after more than 30 years, Coleen began 
searching for more ways she could help. 
 “I feel I have a lot of compassion and I hate to 
see people suffer,” she says. “If I can help, I will.” 
 She has quietly soothed grief and brought com-
fort to many. “She helps people even if they don’t 
want to be helped,” Darwin says.  
 Coleen began attending Sanpete County Coali-
tion meetings run by Jennifer Frey, a counselor from 
the Central Utah Counseling Center. 
 The meetings gather professionals and volunteers 
from all walks of life and concentrate on helping 
anyone with needs—from food and clothing to emo-
tional and psychological challenges. 
 Frey observed Coleen’s compassion and asked 
her to head up a Gunnison Valley chapter of the 
coalition. Coleen accepted. 
 Some things she’s accomplished the past year as 
chairwoman of the coalition are writing a grant to 
fund a scavenger hunt on the Sanpitch River Walk; 
holding a family night dinner, which included Ryan 
Stream doing a suicide prevention concert; helping 
get the Sanpete Pantry to visit Gunnison monthly; 
helping schools get vape detectors; and sponsoring 
parenting classes.
 Other projects have included sending some Gun-
nison Valley High School students to a youth summit 
at Snow College; the coalition was taught that black 
lives matter; and they started a depression and 
anxiety class for the community. The coalition also 
started a Facebook page called Gunnison Valley, a 
Community that Cares. Everyone is encouraged to 
follow it.
 After all that, Coleen continues to serve individ-
uals in her free time. She says, “I understand hurt 
and sorrow, and feel like I can be a good listener.”

 Recently, she started writing for the Gunnison 
Valley Gazette covering Gunnison city council 
meetings. 
 Coleen says she’s realized that what’s import-
ant is how we live our lives, not where we live, or 
how long we live.
 “What gave me the most comfort and brings 
me the most joy is serving Heavenly Father, and 
I’m grateful for prayer,” she says. 
 She serves in her church, worked in the temple, 
at the Bishop’s Storehouse and also as a Compas-
sionate Service Leader in her ward. 
 “Without my Heavenly Father,   I wouldn’t 
have gotten through all that,” she says. “There 
are things I did to help myself. But I just had to 
know that there was someone out there caring for 
me.” 



November 24, 2021 48Celebrating the Season

• M O U N T  P L E A S A N T  C I T Y •

Nov. 27
4-6:30 p.m.

on Historic Main Street 

• Hayrides
* Drawings  
* Warm Treats

Bring your letters 
for Santa 

Sanpete Choral Arts 
Society concert at 5:30 p.m. 

in the Wasatch Academy 
Music  Conservatory with

 Mt.  Pleasant Elementary students 
singing  “Utah We Love Thee”

Sponsored by NSAC, Mt. Pleasant City, MPNHA and Thrive 125 

Christmas Lighting
Festival and celebration 

of 125 years of 
Utah statehood

CONCERT!


